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P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 


WE  may,  with  good  reafon,  prefume,  that 
our  readers,  in  general,  are  now  well 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  this  work.  Since,* 
therefore,  it  is  not  at  prefent  our  intention  to 
make  any  alteration  on  the  plan  which  we  have 

hitherto  followed,  a  prefatory  addrefs  may  be 

<  • 

confidered  as  unneceflary.  We  cannot,  how¬ 
ever,  begin  a  new  volume,  without  returning 
thanks  for  the  aflidance  we  have  already  received  $ 
and  foliciting  future  aid. 

Although  we  are  unquedionably  to  be  con¬ 
fidered  as  lefs  impartial  judges  of  the  merit  of 
this  work  than  mod  of  our  readers,  yet,  it  may 
be  prefumed,  that  we  are  neither  ignorant  of  its 
utility,  nor  blind  to  its  imperfections.  Even  a 
very  moderate  degree  of  mduftry  and  judgment* 
employed  in  the  collection  and  choice  of  inte- 
reding  materials,  mud  render  fuch  a  publication 

A3  of 
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of  real  value  t?o  many  pra&itioners.  Yet,  the 
mod  indefatigable  exertions  from  the  compilers 
themfelves,  cannot  poffibly  give  it  all  the  value 
which  it  is  capable  of  obtaining.  The  mod  ufe- 
ful  medical  improvements  will  ever  be  the  refuk 
of  experience  and  obfervation.  And,  if  the  free 
communication  of  difcoveries  be  neceffary  for 
the  perfe&ion  of  any  art,  it  is  particularly  fo  for 
that  of  medicine.  From  the  aid  of  others,  then, 
our  work  mud  derive  its  chief  excellence.  And 
we  cannot  help  thinking,  that  thofe  who  are  ac¬ 
tuated  by  an  earned  defire  for  the  improvement 
of  medicine,  will  confider  it  as  a  duty,  to  take 
an  early  opportunity  of  communicating  to  the 
public  the  refult  of  their  observations,  when  they 
contradict:  do&rines  generally  received,  or  con- 
firm  affertions  before  doubtful. 

On  this  ground  we  have  already  been  favoured 
with  many  intereding  remarks,  and  flatter  cur- 
Selves  with  the  hopes  of  future  aid.  And,  while 
our  work  continues  to  be  fupported  by  valuable 
communications  from  others,  we  may  venture  to 
promifc  attention  and  indudry  from  ourfelves. 

/  V  f 

It  cannot  be  imagined,  that  every  article  of  a 
work  of  this  nature  will  fuit  the  tade  of  every 
reader;.  yet,  there  is  no  one  to  whom  it  may  not 

convey 
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convey  ufeful  inftru&ion.  As  long  as  this  is  the 

■» 

cafe,  we  have  little  doubt  that  our  labours  will 
continue  to  meet  with  a  favourable  reception 
from  the  public.  And,  although  the  honour  of 
thofe  difcoveries  or  improvements,  a  Knowledge 
of  which  is  more  generally  diffuled  by  this  pub¬ 
lication,  be  due  to  others,  yet,  we  truit,  that  e- 
very  candid  reader  wnl  at  lealt  give  us  forne  cre¬ 
dit  tor  our  intentions. 

Edin.  ift  OcT« 
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SECT.  I. 

An  Account  of  Books . 

, 

I. 

Firft  Lines  of  the  Practice  of  Phyfic ,  for  the  ufi 
of  Students  in  the  U niverfity  of  Edinburg  h,  by 

William  Cullen,  M.  D.  Vol.  i.  8vo,  Edin¬ 
burgh. 

¥N  an  introdudion  to  this  work,  Dr  Cullen  ex- 
1  plains  the  general  plan  of  a  fyftem  of  phyfic ; 
and,  on  the  fubjed  of  the  cure  of  difeafes,  he 
obferves,  that  this  is  chiefly,  and  almofl:  unavoid- 
ably,  founded  in  the  knowledge  of  their  proxi¬ 
mate  caufes*  This  requires  the  knowledge  of 

the 
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the  inditutions  of  medicine,  of  which  the  doc« 
trines  are  dill  incompleat,  in  many  refpe&s  doubt¬ 
ful,  and  have  been  often  involved  in  midake  and 
error.  On  this  account,  the  Dodor  acknow¬ 
ledges,  that  the  doctrine  of  proximate  caufes 
mud  be  frequently  precarious  and  uncertain  ; 
and  therefore,  he  propofes  to  admit  of  thofe 
clodrines  only,  as  a  foundation  of  practice,  which 
are  funple,  obvious,  and  certain;  and,  for  the 
molt  part,  to  admit,  as  proximate  caufes,  thofe 
only  which  are  edabldhed  as  matters  of  fact,  ra¬ 
ther  than  as  dedudions  of  reafoning.  When, 
this  cannot  be  done,  the  judicious  and  prudent 
phyfician  will  have  recourfe  to  experience  alone ; 
always,  however,  aware  of  the  hitherto  incom¬ 
plete  and  fallacious  date  of  empiricifm. 

The  work  before  us  will  probably  extend  to 
feveral  volumes,  one  of  which  only  is  yet  pu- 
blidied.  This  volume  is  divided  into  two  books, 
in  the  fird  of  which  the  author  treats  of  fever* 
He  introduces  the  fubjed  with  an  enumeration 

A 

of  the  phenomena  of  fever.  He  takes  the  pa- 
roxyfm  of  an  intermittent  fever  as  exhibiting  all 
the.  phenomena  dfentially  necedary  to,  and  pro¬ 
perly  condituting  the  nature  of  fever.  Thefe 
phenomena,  therefore,  he  defcribes  more  mi¬ 
nutely 


COMMENTARIES. 


u 


nutely  and  fully  than  has  been  done  before ;  but 
the  detail  is  too  1  mg  to  be  admitted  here. 

In  the  fecond  chapter,  Dr  Cullen  confiders  the 
proximate  caufe  of  fever. 

As  the  hot  ftage  of  fever  is  fo  conftantly  pre¬ 
ceded  by  a  cold  ftage,  it  is  prefumed,  that  the 
latter  is  the  cauie  of  the  former;  and  therefore*, 
that  the  caufe  of  the  cold  ftage  is  the  caufe  of 
all  that  follows  in  the  courfe  of  a  paroxyfm.  In 
the  cold  ftage,  he  fuppofes,  with  Dr  Hoffman, 
that  a  fpafm  is  formed  on  the  extreme  veffels 
every  where,  and  that  this  fupports  the  hot  ftage 
till  the  extreme  veffels  are  again  relaxed ;  and  fo 
far  hiS  explanation  of  the  phenomena  of  fever 
is  the  fame  with  tnat  of  Dr  Hoffman.  But  Dr 
Cullen  adds,  that  the  foundation  of  fever  is  laid 
in  a  debility  of  the  whole  fyftem,  and  particular¬ 
ly  in  an  atony  of  the  extreme  veffels.  After  a 
detail  of  many  facts,  in  proof  of  his  feveral  po¬ 
liticos  and  reafonings,  he  concludes,  in  the  xlvi. 
paragraph,  as  follows.  6  Upon  the  whole,  our 

*  ooctrine  of  fever  is  explicitly  this;  the  remote 

*  cauits  are  certain  fedative  powers  applied  to 

5  the  nervous  fyftem,  which,  diminifhing  the 
energy  of  the  brain,  thereby  produce  a  debi- 

6  lity  on  the  whole  of  the  functions,  and  parti- 

6  cularly 


I 


12  MEDICAL 

6  cularly  in  the  adion  of  the  extreme  veffels* 
c  Such,  however,  is  at  the  fame  time  the  nature 
6  of  the  animal  oeconomy,  that  this  debility 
c  proves  an  indired  ftimulus  to  the  fanguiferous 
6  fyftem;  whence,  by  the  intervention  of  the 
c  cold  ftage,  and  fpafm  cormeded  with  it,  the 

5  adion  of  the  heart  and  larger  arteries  is  in- 
c  creafed,  and  continues  fo  till  it  has  had  the  ef- 
c  fed  of  reftoring  the  energy  of  the  brain  ;  of 
c  extending  this  energy  to  the  extreme  veffels; 

6  of  reftoring,  therefore,  their  adion  ;  and  there- 
6  by  efpecially  overcoming  the  fpafm  affeding 
c  them  ;  upon  the  removing  of  which,  the  ex- 
c  cretion  of  fweat,  and  other  marks  of  the  re- 
6  laxation  of  excretories,  take  placed 

The  author,  having  declared  his  own,  proceeds 
to  examine  fome  other  opinions  that  have  pre¬ 
vailed  on  this  fubjed.  He  argues  againft  the 
fuppofttion  of  a  lentor  or  vifcidity  of  the  blood 
as  the  caufe  of  the  cold  ft  age  of  fevers  ,  and,  in 
this,  his  conclufion  will  be  readily  enough  ad¬ 
mitted.  But  he  proceeds  to  a  more  bold  un¬ 
dertaking,  which  will  probably  meet  with  more 
oppofition.  He  rejeds  the  opinion  of  a  morbi¬ 
fic  matter,  fo  far  as  it  is  the  foundation  of  the 
common  dodrine  of  concgdion  and  crifis .  6  A- 

s  n other 
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c  nother  opinion,’  fays  the  Doctor,  ‘  which  has 
‘  been  very  univerfaily  received  is,  that  a  noxi- 
4  ous  matter  introduced  into,  or  generated  in 
4  the  body,  is  the  proximate  caufe  of  fever;  and 
4  the  increafed  adhon  of  the  heart  and  arteries, 
4  which  makes  fo  great  a  part  of  the  difeafe,  is 
4  an  effort  of  the  vis  medicatrix  naturae,  to  ex- 
4  pell  this  morbific  mattter,  and  particularly  to 
4  change  or  concoct  it,  fo  as  to  render  it  either 
4  altogether  innocent,  or,  at  lead,  fit  for  being 
4  thrown  out  of  the  body.  This  dodtrine,  how- 
4  ever,  although  of  as  great  antiquity  as  any  of 
4  the  records  of  phyfic  now  remaining,  and  al- 
4  though  it  has  been  received  by  every  fchool  of 
6  medicine,  yet  appears  to  me  to  reft  upon  a 
4  very  uncertain  foundation.  There  are  fevers 
4  produced  by  cold,  fear,  and  other  caufes,  with 
6  all  the  eflential  circutnftances  of  fever,  and  ter- 
4  minating  by  fweat ;  and  yet,  at  the  fame  time, 
4  without  any  evidence  or  fufpicion  of  morbific 
6  matter.  lhere  have  been  fevers  luddenly 
4  cured  by  an  haemorrhagy,  fo  moderate  as  can- 
4  not  carry  out  a  matter  diffufed  over  the  whole 

4  mafs  of  blood ;  nor  can  we  conceive  how  the 

« 

4  morbific  matter  could  be  colledcd,  or  deter- 
?  iidned  to  pafs  off,  by  fuch  an  outlet  as  in  that 

4  cafe 
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*  cafe  is  opened.  Even  fuppofing  a  morbific 
6  matter  were  prefent,  there  is  no  explanation 
c  given  in  what  manner  the  concodb.on  of  it  is 
6  performed,  nor  is  it  ftrewn  that  any  fuch  change 
6  does  in  fadfc  take  place.  In  certain  cafes,  it  is 
6  indeed  evident,  that  a  noxious  matter  is  intro- 
c  duced  into  the  body,  and  proves  the  caufe  of 
6  fever  ;  but,  even  in  thefe  cafes,  it  appears,  that 
6  the  noxious  matter  is  thrown  out  again  with- 
6  out  having  differed  any  change  ;  that  the  fever 
6  often  terminates  before  the  matter  is  expelled  ; 
c  and  that,  upon  many  occafions,  without  wait- 
6  ing  the  fuppofed  time  of  conrodlion,  the  fever 
6  can  be  cured,  and  by  remedies  which  do  not 
c  feem  to  operate  upon  the  fluids,  or  produce 

9 

*  any  evacuation.  While  we  thus  reafon  againfl: 
c  the  notion  of  fevers  being  an  effort  of  nature 
6  for  concodting  and  expelling  a  morbific  matter, 
6  we  by  no  means  intend  to  refufe,  that  the  caufe 
6  of  fever  frequently  operates  upon  the  fluids, 
6  and  particularly  produces  a  putrefeent  ftate  of 
c  them.  We  acknowledge  that  this  is  frequent- 

*  ly  the  cafe  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  we  maintain, 
c  that  fuch  a  change  of  the  fluids  is  not  com- 
c  monly  the  caufe  of  fever;  that  very  often  it  is 
5  an  effedt  only  ;  and  that  there  is  no  reafon  to 

c  believe 
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4  believe  the  termination  of  the  fever  to  depend 
*  upon  the  expulfion  of  the  putrid  matter/ 

A  third  opinion,  pretty  generally  prevailing* 
the  Do£tor  alfo  takes  notice  of.  An  unufual  quan¬ 
tity,  and  perhaps  peculiar  quality  of  the  bile,  has 
been  conftdered  as  the  caufe  of  intermittent  fe¬ 
vers.  Doctor  Cullen  obferves,  that  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cold  dage  of  fever  favour  an  in- 
creafed  fecretion  of  bile  ;  that  the  influence  of 
warm  climates  and  feafons,  difpofes  the  bile  to  pafs 
off  in  unufual  quantity  by  its  fecretories,  and  per¬ 
haps  changed  in  its  quality,  as  appears  from  the 
difeafe  of  cholera,  common  in  warm  feafons,  and 
which  frequently  occurs  without  fever.  He 
thinks  that  he  will  r  nder  it  fufliciently  probable, 
that  mtermittents  arife  from  another  caufe,  viz. 
marfh  effluvia.  The  marfh  effluvia  commonly 
operate  mod  powerfully  in  the  fame  feafon  that 
produces  the  change  of  the  bile.  It  is  not,  there¬ 
fore,  furprifing,  that  autumnal  intermittents 
fhould  be  attended  with  effufions  of  bile.  From 
all  this,  he  concludes,  that  bile  is  not  the  caufe 
of  intermittent  fevers,  Tut  a  circumflance  only 
concurring  with  them  from  the  date  of  the  feafon 
in  which  they  arife. 


In 
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In  the  third  chapter.  Dr  Cullen  treats  of  the 
difference  of  fever,  and  its  caufcs. 

In  entering  on  this  fubject,  Dr  Cullen  remarks, 
that  every  fever,  of  more  than  one  day’s  contn- 

►  9  - 

nuance,  con  lifts  of  repeated  paroxyims  •  and  that 
the  difference  of  fever  appears  m  the  different 
ilate  of  paroxyfius,  and  in  the  different  area  al¬ 
liances  of  their  repetition.  He  farther  remarks, 
that  the  repetition  of  paroxyims  depends  upon 
the  circumftances  of  paroxyims  already  formed; 
for,  it  had  been  formerly  obferved,  in  describing 
the  phenomena  of  fever,  that  the  longer  paro- 
xyfms  are  protradted,  they  are  the  fooner  re¬ 
peated  ;  and,  therefore,  the  caufe  of  the  frequent 

repetition  is  to  be  fought  for  in  the  caufe  of  the 
% 

protraction  of  paroxyfms.  The  length  of  a  pa- 
roxyfm  depends  chiefly  on  the  duration  of  the 
hot  ftage  ;  during  which,  the  re-aflion,  the  term 
which  the  Doctor  employs  for  the  vis  medicatri& 
naturae,  is  operating  to  take  off  the  fpafm  formed 
in  the  cold  ftage.  It  is,  therefore,  probable, 
that  the  duration  of  the  hot  ftage  is  owing  either 
to  the  obftinacy  pf  the  fpafm,  or  to  the  w7eaknefs 
of  reaction.  One  caufe  of  the  obftinacy  of  fpafm, 
is  a  diathefis  phlogiftica  prevailing  in  the  body ; 
and,  as  continued  fevers  are  in  many  cafes  at¬ 
tended 
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tended  with  the  diathefis  phlogiilica,  it  is  con¬ 
cluded,  that,  in  many  cafes,  this  is  the  caufe  of 
their  continued  form. 

In  many  fevers,  however,  where  no  caufe  of 
confiderable  fpafm  appears,  Dodor  Cullen  imputes 
the  protradion  of  paroxyfms  to  the  weaknefs  of 
re-adion  ;  becaufe,  in  fevers,  wherein  the  fepa- 
rate  paroxyfms  are  the  moil  protraded,  and  the 
moil  difficultly  obferved,  we  find  the  moil  conii- 
derable  fymptoms  of  a  general  debility.  Thefe 
principles  apply  to  the  diilindion  of  imermit- 
ter.ts,  as  they  are  more  purely  fuch;  and  Dodor 
Cullen  thinks  it  alfo  agreeable  to  obfervation, 
and  to  the  principles  he  has  laid  down,  to  diilin- 
guiffi  continued  fevers,  according  as  they  fhow 
either  an  inflammatory  irritation,  or  a  weaker 
re-adion.  This  diilindion  is  the  fame  with  that 
of  fevers  into  the  inflammatory  and  nervous ,  the 
diilindion  at  prefent  moil  generally  received  in 
Great  Britain.  To  the  foil,  our  author  gives  the 
name  of  fynocha ,  to  the  latter,  that  of  typhus. 
But,  as  the  moil  common  form  of  continued  fe¬ 
ver,  in  this  climate,  feems  to  be  a  combination 
of  the  two  genera  mentioned,  he  has  given  fuch 
a  genus  a  place  in  his  Ncfology,  under  the  title 
of  fynochus . 

Von.  V.  No.  17.  B  The 
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The  typhus  feems  to  be  a  genus  comprehen¬ 
ding  feveral  fpecies.  Thefe,  however,  are  not 
well  afeertained  ;  and  many  of  the  cafes  obferved 
do  not  imply  any  fpecihc  difference,  but  feem  to 
be  merely  varieties  arjfing  from  a  different  de¬ 
gree  of  power  in  the  caufe  5  from  different  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  climate  or  feafon  in  which 
they  happen  ,  or,  from  different  circumflances 
in  the  conffitution  of  the  perfon  affeded. 

Some  of  the  effeds  ariffng  from  thefe  circum- 
fiances,  Boftor  Cullen  thinks  proper  to  explain. 

One  is,  an  unufual  quantity  of  bile  appearing 
in  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe.  This  abundance  of 
bile  may  poffibly  attend  fome  continued  fevers, 
ftridiy  ib  called  ;  but,  in  this  cafe,  as  in  that  of 
inter mittents,  the  Dodor  conhders  it  as  a  coin- 
ddence  only,  owing  to  the  ffate  of  the  feafon, 
producing  no  different  fpecies,  or  fundamental 
diftincHon,  but  merely  a  variety  of  the  difeafe. 
Another  circumffance  varying  the  appearance  of 
typhus,  is  a  putrefeent  ffate  of  the  fluids.  Fevers 
have  been  diffinguiilied  both  by  the  antients 
and  moderns,  as  putrid  and  non-tutrid ;  and, 
there  is  no  doubt,  that  a  real  putrelcency  of  the 
fluids  does  take  place  in  fevers.  This  putrefeen- 
cy3  however,  often  attends  intenmttents,  as  well 

a.s 
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as  continued  fevers ;  and,  of  the  continued  kind, 
both  the  fynochus  and  typhus,  and  all  of  them 
in  very  different  degrees ;  fo  that  whatever  at¬ 
tention  it  may  deferve  in  pra&ice,  there  is  no 
fixing  fuch  limits  to  it,  as  to  admit  of  eiiabhfhing 
a  fpecies  under  the  title  of  putrid . 

Doctor  Cullen,  in  the  fourth  chapter,  proceeds 
to  confider  the  remote  caufes  of  fever. 

'  •  '  ...  1 

As  fevers  are  fo  generally  epidemic,  it  is  pro¬ 
bable,  that  fome  matter  floating  in  the  atrno- 
fphere,  and  applied  to  the  bodies  of  men,  ought 
to  be  confidered  as  the  remote  caufe  of  fevers. 
Thefe  matters,  prefent  in  the  atmofphere,  and 
acting  upon  men,  may  be  confidered  either  as 
miafmata  or  contagions .  From  the  many  obfer- 
vations  now  made,  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  mi- 
afma  ariflng  from  marfhes,  or  moifl  ground, 
acted  upon  by  heat,  being  a  general  caufe  of 
fever,  nor  of  its  being  very  unjverfally  the  caufe 
of  intermittent  fevers  in  all  their  different  forms. 
The  fimilarity  of  the  climate,  feafon,  and  foil,  in 
which  intermittents  arife,  and  the  fimiiarity  of 
difeafes  arifing  in  different  regions,  concur  in 
proving,  that  there  is  one  common  caufe  of  thefe 
difeafes,  and  that  this  is  the  marih  miafma.  Con¬ 
tagions  have  been  fuppofed  to  be  of  great  variety, 

B  2  But 


MEDICAL 


But  Doctor  Cullen  is  difpofed  to  controvert  tbj$ 
opinion.  He  obferves,  that  the  number  of  ge* 
nera,  and  fpecies  of  contagious  difeafes,  of  the 
clafs  pyrexiae ,  at  prefent  known,  is  not  very  great 
and,  with  refped  to  continued  fevers,  he  thinks 
he  can  render  it  probable,  that  there  is  one 
principal,  perhaps  one  common  fource,  of  the 
contagion  producing  them.  To  this  purpofe,  he 
obferves,  that  effluvia,  arifing  from  the  living  hu¬ 
man  body,  long  retained  in  the  fame  place,  ac¬ 
quire  a  fmgular  virulence,  and,  in  that  (late,  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  bodies  of  men,  become  the  caufe 
of  a  fever  which  is  very  contagious.  The  late 
obfervations  on  jail  and  hofpital  fevers,  fufficient- 
ly  prove  the  exigence  of  fuch  a  caufe  ;  and,  it  is 
fufficiently  obvious,  that  the  fame  virulent  matter 
may  be  produced  in  many  other  places.  At  the 

i 

fame  time,  the  nature  of  the  fevers  arifing,  ren¬ 
ders  it  probable,  that  the  virulent  hate  of  human 
effluvia  is  the  common  caufe  of  fuch  fevers,  as 
they  differ  only  in  the  ftate  of  their  fymptoms, 
which  may  be  imputed  to  the  circutuftances  of 
feafon,  climate,  &c.  concurring  with  the  conta¬ 
gion,  and  modifying  its  force.  After  thus  men¬ 
tioning  miafmata  and  contagion  as  the  chief,  he 
pbferyes,  that  there  are  other  remote  caufes  coin- 
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$honly  fuppofed  to  have  at  leail  a  (hare  in  pro- 

• 

during  fevers,  and  which  cannot,  with  certainty* 
be  excluded.  The  molt  remarkable  of  thefe,  is 
the  power  of  cold  applied  to  the  human  body. 
Cold  operates  upon  the  living  body  differently, 
in  different  circumffances.  it  has  a  feaative,  a 
flimulant,  an  allririgent,  arid  tonic  power,  in 
what  circumlfances  thefe  different  powers  of 
cold  take  place,  it  is  difficult  to  determine.  But 
its  moroid  effects  may  be  obferved  to  be  of 
four  kinds ;  one  is  a  general  inflammatory  dia- 
thefis  of  the  fyftem  j  a  fecond  is  a  catarrhal  af¬ 
fection  ;  a*  third  is  gangrene  ;  and  a  fourth  is 
proper  fever.  In  producing  tins  laff ,  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  cold  generally  concurs  with  marfh,  or  hu¬ 
man  effluvia. 

Belides  cold,  there  are  other  powers  which 
feem  to  be  the  remote  cauies  of  fever,  as  fear, 
intemperance  in  drinking,  and  in  venery,  and  o- 
the r  caufes  which  evidently  weaken  the  fyfferm 
But,  whether  any  of  thefe  ledative  powers  be  a» 
lone  the  remote  caufe  of  fever,  or  if  they  ope¬ 
rate,  either  as  they  concur  with  the  operation  of 
marfh  or  human  effluvia,  or  as  they  give  an  op- 
poituaity  to  the  operation  of  cold,  are  questions 
not  to  be  pofitively  anfwered. 
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In  the  fifth  chapter,  Doctor  Cullen  delivers 
the  prognofis  of  fever.  As  fevers  confift  both 
of  morbid  and  falutary  motions  and  fymptoms, 
the  tendency  of  the  difeafe  to  a  happy  or  fatal 
iffue,  or  the  prognoflic  in  fevers,  has  been  efta- 
blifhed  by  marking  the  prevalence  of  thofe  mo¬ 
tions  and  fymptoms.  But  the  operation  of  the 
le-a&ion,  or  falutary  efforts  of  nature,  is  ftill  in¬ 
volved  in  fo  much  obfcurity,  that  it  cannot  be 
applied  to  the  forming  prognoses.  Thefe,  our 
author  thinks,  may  be  better  eflablifhed,  by 
marking  the  fyrnptoins  which  fliew  the  tenden¬ 
cy  to  death  in  fevers.  In  order  to  this,  we  muff 
he  acquainted  with  the  caufes  of  death  in  gene¬ 
ral,  and  in  fevers  more  particularly.  The  caufes 
of  death,  in  general,  are  either  diredt  or  indiredh 
The  firff  are  thofe  which  dire&ly  attack  and  de- 
ffroy  the  vital  principle,  as  lodged  in  the  nervous 
fyflem,  or  deflroy  the  organs  immediately  con¬ 
nected  with  it.  The  fecond  are  thofe  which  in¬ 
terrupt  fuch  functions  as  are  neceffary  to  the  cir¬ 
culation  of  the  blood,  and  thereby  neceffary  to 
the  due  continuance  and  fupport  of  the  vital 
principle.  Of  the  general  caufes,  thofe  which 
operate  more  particularly  in  fevers,  feem  to  be, 
jarft,  the  violence  of  reaction,  which,  either  by 
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repeated  violent  excitements,  deffroys  the  vital 
principle  itfelf,  or,  by  its  violence,  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  the  brain,  necdfary  to  the  adion  of  the 
vital  principle  ;  or,  by  the  fame  violence,  de- 
flroys  the  organization  of  the  parts  more  imme¬ 
diately  necdfary  to  the  circulation  of  the  blood. 
Secondly ,  The  caufc  of  death  in  fever  may  be  a 
poifon,  that  is,  a  power  capable  of  deftroying  the 
vital  principle.  This  poif  n  may  either  be  the 
miafma  or  contagion,  which  was  the  remote 
caufe  of  the  fever,  or  it  may  be  a  putrid  matter 
generated  in  the  courfe  of  the  fever.  In  both 
cafes,  the  operation  of  fueh  a  power  appears, 
either  as  ading  chiefly  on  the  nervous  fyftetn, 
inducing  the  fymptoms  of  debility,  or  as  ading 
upon  the  mafs  of  blood  inducing  a  putrefcent 
{fate  in  it,  and  in  the  fluids  derived  from  it. 

From  all  this,  our  author  thinks  the  fymp* 
toms,  (hewing  the  tendency  to  death  in  fevers, 
may  be  difcovered,  by  their  being  either  the 
fymptoms  of  violent  re-adion,  of  great  debility, 
or  of  a  ffrong  tendency  to  putrefadion  in  the 
fluids. 

On  the  fubjed  of  the  prognoflic,  Dodor 
Cullen  takes  notice  of  the  critical  days ,  and  is 
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of  opinion,  in  oppofition  to  many  moderns  of  n® 

/  '  \ 

inconfiderable  authority,  that  the  do&rine  of  the 
antients,  and  particularly  that  of  Hippocrates, 
on  this  fubjed,  was  well  founded  5  and  that  it  is 
juft  and  true,  with  refpedt  to  the  fevers  of  our 
climate  ;  fir  ft  y  becaufe  he  obferves,  that  the  ani¬ 
mal  oeconorny  is  readily  fubjecfed  to  periodical 
movements,  both  from  its  own  conftitution,  and 
from  habits  which  are  readily  produced  in  it. 
Secondly ,  Becaufe  he  obferves  periodical  move¬ 
ments  to  take  place  in  the  difeafes  of  the  human 

V 

body,  with  great  conftancy.  and  exa&nefs,  as  in 
the  cafe  of  intermittent  fevers,  and  many  other 

difeafes. 

The  critical  days,  on  which  he  fuppofes  the 
termination  of  continued  fevers  more  efpecially 
to  happen,  are  the  third ,  fifths  f event h,  ninth  ^ 
eleventh ,  fourteenth ,  fieventeenth ,  and  twentietha 
After  endeavouring  to  fupport  thele  as  the  criti¬ 
cal  days  marked  by  Hippocrates,  and  to  explain 
them  upon  the  princip  e  of  the  tendency  of  the 
oeconorny  to  obferve  a  periodical  movement, 
and  the  prevalence  of  the  tertian  and  quartan 
period  in  fevers,  he  adds  his  own  oblervations, 
with  regard  to  them,  in  the  following  words, 
«  Our  own  obfervations  amount  to  this,  that  fe-* 
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€  vers  with  moderate  fymptoms,  generally  cafeg 
4  of  the  fynocha,  fr<  quently  terminate  in  nin^ 

6  days,  or  fooner,  and  very  conftantly  on  one  of 
4  other  of  the  critical  days  that  fall  within  that 
4  period  ;  but  it  is  very  rare  in  this  climate,  that 
4  cafes  of  either  the  typhus  or  fynochus,  termfo 
4  nate  before  the  eleventh  day ;  and,  when  they 
*  do  termnate  on  this  day,  it  is,  for  the  raoft  part* 
4  fatally.  When  they  are  protra&ed  beyond 
6  this  time,  I  have  very  conftantly  found,  that 

I 

4  their  terminations  were  upon  the  fourteenth^ 
4  feventeenth,  or  twentieth  day.  In  fuch  cafes* 
6  the  falutary  terminations  are  feldom  attended 
s  with  any  considerable  evacuation.  A  fwtat* 
6  ing  frequently  appears,  but  is  feldom  confide* 
4  raole  5  and  I  have  feldom  feen  critical  and  de* 
4  cifive  terminations  attended  with  vomiting,  e* 
4  vacuations  by  (tool,  or  remarkable  changes  in 
4  the  urine.  The  foiution  of  the  difeafe  is  chief* 
4  ly  to  be  difeerned  from  forne  return  of  fleep 
4  and  appetite,  the  ceafmg  of  delirium,  and  -an 
4  abatement  in  the  frequency  of  the  pu'fe.  By 
4  thefe  fymptoms,  we  can  often  mark  a  crifrs  of 
4  the  difeafe ;  but  it  feldom  happens  fuddenly  and 
4  entirely  \  and,  it  is  moft  commonly  from  fom£ 
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c  favourable  fymptoms  on  one  critical  day,  that 
c  we  can  anounce  a  more  intire  folution  on  the 
6  next  following/ 

In  the  fixth  chapter,  Dodor  Cullen  enters  up¬ 
on  the  cure  of  fevers ;  and,  in  the  firft  fedion, 
he  delivers  the  cure  of  continued  fevers.  Agree¬ 
ably  to  the  dodrine  laid  down  on  the  fubjed  of 
the  prognoftic,  our  author  forms  three  general 
indications. 

j/?,  To  moderate  the  violence  of  readion. 

2 d,  To  remove  the  caufes,  and  obviate  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  debility. 

To  obviate  or  corred  the  tendency  of  the 
fluids  to  putrefadion. 

The  remedies  propofed  for  fulfilling  thefe  in¬ 
dications,  and  the  accurate  arrangement  of  them, 
will  be  bed:  learned  from  the  following  table, 
which  we  tranfcribe  from  the  work  itfelf. 

In  the  Cure  of  CONTINUED  FEVERS, 
The  Indications  are, 

I.  To  moderate  the  violence  of  re-a<5Hon,  which  may  be 
done,  by 

t9  Diminiihing  the  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries,  by 

A.  Avoid- 
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A .  Avoiding  or  moderating  thofe  irritations  which 
are  almofl  conftantly  applied  to  the  body,  as, 

a.  The  impreflions  made  upon  our  fenfes,  parti- 

culai  ly,  N 

Increafed  heat,  whether  arifing  from 
ua.  Externa]  heat,  or, 

/3/3  The  accumulation  of  the  heat  of  the 
body. 

b.  The  exercife  of  the  body, 

c.  The  exercife  of  the  mind, 

d.  The  taking  in  of  aliments, 

e.  Particular  irritations,  arifing  from 
ct.  The  fenfe  of  third;, 

Crudities,  or  corrupted  humours  in  the  ft®* 
mach, 

y.  The  preternatural  retention  of  foeces, 

S'.  A  general  acrimony  of  the  fluids, 

B.  Employing  certain  fedative  powers,  as 

a.  Cold, 

b.  Refrigerants,  the  chief  of  which  are, 

Acids  of  all  kinds, 

/3.  Neutral  falts, 
y.  Metallic  l'alts, 

C.  Diminifhing  the  tendon  and  tone  of  the  arterial 

fyitem,  by 

a.  Blood  letting, 

b.  Purging. 

2.  Taking  off  the  fpafm  of  the  extreme  veffels,  by 
A.  Internal  means,  which  are 

ft.  Thof# 
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a.  Thofe  remedies  which  determine  to  the  furfacS| 

as, 

Diluents, 

Neutral  falts, 
y.  Sudorifics, 

Emetics. 

b.  Thofe  remedies  named  Antifpafmodics, 

B.  External  means,  as 

a.  Bliftering,  « 

b.  Warm  bathing. 

i  .  -  < 

IL  To  remove  the  caufes,  or  obviate  the  effe&s  of  debi¬ 
lity,  by 

2.  Supporting  and  encreafing  the  a&ion  of  the  heart 
and  arteries,  by 
A;  Tonics,  as 

i 

a.  Cold, 

b.  Tonic  medicines,  which  are  either  J 
es.  Foffil,  as 

uc6 .  Saccharum  faturni,  & c.  or, 

(S.  Vegetable,  as, 
act.  Peruvian  bark. 

B.  Stimulants,  as, 

a.  Aromatics,  Sec. 

b.  Wine. 

III.  To  obviate  or  correct  the  tendency  of  the  fluids 
putrefadion,  by 

i.  Avoiding  the  application  of  putrid  or  putrefeent 
matter,  by 


A.  Re- 
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A.  Removing  the  patient  from  places  filled  with 

corrupted  air, 

B.  Avoiding  the  accumulation  of  the  patient’s  own 

effluvia,  by 

a,  A  conftant  ventilation, 

b.  Frequently  changing  the  bed-cloaths  and  body« 

linen. 

C.  Removing  carefully  and  fpeedily  all  excremen« 

tal  matters, 

D.  Avoiding  animal  food. 

2.  Evacuating  the  putrid  or  putrefcent  matter  already 
prefent  in  the  body,  by 

A,  Evacuating  frequently  the  inteftines, 

B.  Supporting  the  excretions  of  perfpiration  and 

urine,  by 

a.  Diluents, 

b.  Neutral  falts. 

3*  Correfting  the  putrid  or  putrefcent  matter  remain^ 
ing  in  the  body,  by 
\  A.  Diluents, 

B.  Antifeptics. 

4.  Refilling  farther  putrefaftion,  or  obviating  its  ef¬ 
fects,  by 

Supporting  the  tone  of  the  veffels,  by 
Tonic  remedies. 

{.  Moderating  the  violence  of  re-a&ion,  as  in  II.  A. 
confidercd  as  a  means  ol  increafing  putrefac¬ 
tion,  as  in  I,  C.  ' 
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The  novelty,  the  ingenuity,  and  chaftenefs  of 
thought  difplayed  in  our  author’s  account  of 
fome  of  thcfe  particular  means  of  cure,  will  be 
a  fufficient  apology  for  our  enlarging  upon  fome 
of  them. 

L  i.  A.  Avoiding  or  moderating ,  as  much  as 
fojjible ,  thofe  irritations  which  are  almoft  conftant- 
ly  applied  to  the  body ,  namely ,  the  imprejjions  made 
-upon  our  fenfes$  the  exercife  of  the  body  and  mind3 
and  the  taking  in  of  aliment. 

In  avoiding  or  moderating  thefe,  confifts  what 
is  properly  called  the  antiphlogijlic  regimen ,  proper 
to  be  employed  in  airnofl:  every  continued  fever. 
Of  the  impreffions  made  upon  the  fenfes,  none 
is  to  be  more  carefully  guarded  againft  than  that 
of  external  heat  ^  and  every  other  means  of  in- 
creafmg  the  heat  of  the  body  is  to  be  carefully 
fhunned,  except  in  circumftances  where  a  deter¬ 
mination  to  fweating  is  neceffary,  or  where  the 
effedls  of  heat  may  be  compenfated  by  their  pro¬ 
ducing  a  relaxation  and  revulfion. 

With  refpedt  to  avoiding  impreffions  of  all 
kinds,  he  fays,  an  exception  is  to  be  made  only 
in  the  cafe  of  a  delirium  coming  on,  when  the 

prefenting  of  accuflomed  obje&s  may  interrupt 

and 
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and  divert  the  irregular  train  of  ideas  then  arifing 
in  the  mind. 

The  prefence  of  recent  aliment  in  the  ftomach 
is  always  a  flimulus  to  the  fyflem.  A  total  ab- 
flinence,  therefore,  from  food,  for  fome  time, 
may  be  of  fervice  ;  but,  as  this  cannot  be  long 
perfifled  in  with  fafety,  we  mull  choofe  aliment 
which  gives  the  lead  dimulus.  Doctor  Cullen 
imagines,  that  alimentary  matters  are  more  di- 
mulant,  according  as  they  are  more  alkalefcent ; 
and  this  leads  to  avoid  all  animal,  and  to  ufe  on¬ 
ly  vegetable  food. 

Befides  thefe  irritations,  there  are  other  ftimu- 
lant  powers,  which,  though  occafional  only,  yet, 
as  they  commonly  accompany  fevers,  rnuft  be  at¬ 
tended  to. 

A  fenfe  of  third,  a  powerful  flimulus  in  one 
way  or  other,  ought  always  to  be  avoided. 

Crudities,  or  corrupted  humours  in  the  do- 
mach,  give  another  flimulus,  which  is  to  be  re¬ 
moved  by  vomiting,  dilution,  or  the  ufe  of  acids. 

A  third  flimulus  frequently  anfes  from  the 
preternatural  retention  foeces ;  thefe  are  to  be 
removed  by  means  of  laxative  glyfters.  A  fourth 
flimulus,  to  be  conitantly  fuipe&ed  in  fevers,  is 

age- 
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a  general  acrimony  of  the  fluids,  as  produced  by 
an  increafe  of  motion  and  heat,  joined  with  an 
interruption  of  the  excretions.  This  acrimony 
is,  to  be  obviated  or  removed  by  the  taking  in  of 
large  quantities  of  mild  antifeptic  liquors. 

I.  i »  B.  a.  The  application  of  cold .  When  the 
generating  power  of  heat  in  the  fyftem  is  increa- 
fed,  as  is  commonly  the  cafe  in  fevers,  it  is  necef* 
fary  not  only  to  avoid  all  farther  means  of  in- 
creating  it,  but  it  feems  proper  alfo  to  apply  air 
of  a  cooler  temperature,  or  at  leaft  to  apply  it 
more  entirely  and  freely  than  in  a  hate  of  health. 
Some  late  experiments  in  the  fmall  pox,  and  in 
continued  fevers,  fliow,  that  the  free  adiniffion  of 
cool  air  to  the  body,  is  a  powerful  remedy  in 
moderating  the  violence  of  re-adion  ;  but  what 
is  the  mode  of  its  operation,  to  what  circum¬ 
stances  of  fever  it  is  peculiarly  adapted,  or  what 
limitations  it  requires,  Dr  Cullen  does  not  ven¬ 
ture  to  determine. 

I.  i.  C.  a.  Blood-letting .  When  the  violence 
of  re-a&ion,  and  a  phlogiflic  diathefis,  are  fuffi- 
Ciently  evident  \  when  thefe  conflitute  the  prin¬ 
cipal  part  of  the  difeafe,  and  may  be  expedled  to 
Continue  through  the  whole  of  it,  as  in  the  cafes 
jpf  fynocha,  then  blood-letting  is  the  principal 
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remedy,  and  may  be  employed  as  far  as  the  con- 
Ilitution  of  the  patient  will  bear,  and  the  fymp- 
toms  of  the  difeafe  may  feem  to  require.  It  is, 
however,  to  be  attended  to,  that  a  greater  eva¬ 
cuation  than  is  neceflfary,  may  occafion  a  flower 
recovery,  may  render  the  patient  more  liable  to 
a  relapfe,  or  may  bring  on  other  dlfeafes. 

There  are  other  cafes  of  fever,  as  the  fyno~ 
thus,  an;l  even  fome  cafes  of  typhus,  in  which 
a  violent  re*a8:ion  and  phlogiftic  diathefls  appear, 
and  prevail  during  fome  part  of  the  courfe  of 
the  difeafe  ;  while,  at  the  fame  time,  thefe  cir~ 
cumftances  do  not  conftitute  the  principal  part  of 
the  difeafe,  nor  are  to  be  expected  to  continue 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  it ;  and  we  know* 
that,  in  many  cafes,  the  flate  of  violent  re-adtion 

is  to  be  fucceeded,  fooner  or  later,  by  a  (late  of 
debility,  from  the  excels  of  which,  the  danger  of 
the  difeafe  is  chiefly  to  arife.  It  is  therefore  ne- 
ceflary,  that,  in  many  cafes,  blood-letting  fliould 

be  avoided  ;  and  even  although,  during  the  in- 

\ 

flammatory  Rate  of  the  difeafe,  it  may  be  pro¬ 
per,  the  evacuation  fliould  not  be  fo  large  as  to 
increafe  the  Hate  of  debility  which  is  to  follow. 

The  employing,  therefore,  of  blood-letting,  in 
certain  fevers,  requires  much  difcernment  and 
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fid  11 5  and  is  to  be  governed  by  the  confideration 
of  the  following  circumftances. 

1.  The  nature  of  the  prevailing  epidemic* 

2.  The  nature  of  the  remote  caufe. 

4 

3.  The  feafon  and  climate  in  which  the  difeafe 
occurs* 

4.  The  degree  of  phlogiftic  diathefis  prefent. 

5.  The  period  of  the  difeafe. 

6.  The  age,  vigour,  and  plethoric  ftate  of  the 
patient. 

7.  The  patient’s  former  difeafes,  and  habits  of 

1 

blood-letting. 

8.  The  appearance  of  the  blood  drawn  out. 

9.  The  effects  of  the  blood-letting,  that  may 
have  been  already  pra£tifed. 

L  i.C.  b.  Purging*  It  is  obvious,  that  a 
very  great  evacuation  can  be  made  by  purging. 
But,  it  is  to  beobferved,  that,  as  the  fluid  drawn 
from  the  excretories  opening  into  the  inteftines 
is  not  all  drawn  immediately  from  the  arteries, 
and  what  is  even  more  immediately  drawn  from 
thefe  is  drawn  off  {lowly,  fo  the  evacuation  will 
not,  in  proportion  to  its  quantity,  occafion  fuch 
a  hidden  depletion  of  the  red  veffels,  as  blood¬ 
letting  does;  and,  therefore,  cannot  operate  fo 
powerfully  in  taking  off  the  phlogiftic  diathefis  of 

the 
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the  fyftem.  At  the  fame  time,  the  evacuation 
may  induce  a  confiderable  degree  of  debility  £ 
and  therefore,  in  cafes  where  a  dangerous  degree 
of  debility  is  likely  to  occur,  purging  is  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  with  a  great  deal  of  caution,  and  this 
caution  is  more  difficult  to  obferve  than  in  the 
cafe  of  blood-letting.  Further,  as  it  is  of  great 
importance,  in  the  cure  of  fevers,  to  reflore  the 
determination  of  the  blood  to  the  veffels  on  the 
furface  of  the  body,  fo  purging,  as  counteracting 
this  determination,  feems  to  be  an  evacuation  not 
well  adapted  to  the  cure  of  fevers.  If,  notwith- 
flanding  thefe  doubts,  and  if,  upon  occafion,  a 
moderate  evacuation,  by  purging,  has  appeared 
ufeful,  DoCtor  Cullen  alledges,  that  it  has  oniy 
proved  fo,  by  taking  off  the  irritation  of  retained 
foeces,  or  by  evacuating  corrupted  humours 
which  happen  to  be  prefent  in  the  inteflines. 
And,  for  both  thefe  purpofes,  he  thinks  frequent 
laxatives  may  be  properly  employed. 

I.  2.  A.  a.  y.  Sudorifics .  On  this  fubjed, 
Doctor  Cullen  enters  fuily  into  the  queflion  con¬ 
cerning  the  propriety  of  fweating  in  fevers. 

After  mentioning  the  arguments  which  may 
be  employed  on  either  fide  of  the  queftion,  and 
marking  particularly  the  abufes  which  had  enter¬ 
al  2  ed 
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cd  into  the  pradice  of  fweating,  he  gives  this 
eonclufion. 

Though  the  doubts  darted  above  may  be  ad¬ 
mitted,'  and  the  midaken  practices  are  certainly 
to  be  rejeded,  it  dill  remains  true, 

id,  That  Seating  has  certainly  been  found 
nfeful  in  preventing  the  acceflion  of  fevers,  when 
the  times  of  it  have  been  certainly  forefeen,  and 
a  proper  condud  employed* 

2d,  That,  even  after  fevers  have,  in  feme  mea* 
fore,  come  on,  fweating  has  interrupted  their  pro- 
grefs,when  properly  employed,  either  at  the  very 
beginning  of  the.difeafe,  or  during  its  approach 
and  gradual  formation. 

3d,  That,  even  after  pyrexiae  have  continued 
for  fame  time,  fweating  has  been  fuecefsfully 
employed  in  curing  them,  as  in  the  cafe  of  rtieu- 

mat!  fm» 

Thefe  indances,  however,  in  favour  of  fweat- 
ing,  give  no  general  rule  with  regard  to  it. 
This  mud  be  left  to  further  experience.  In  the 
mean  time,  if  the  pradice  of  fweating  is  to  be  at¬ 
tempted,  Dodpr  Cullen  lays  down  the  following 
lules  with  regard  to  it,  1.  That  it  fhould  be 
excited  without  the  ufe  of  dimulant,  or  inflam¬ 
matory 
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matory  medicines.  2.  That  it  fhould  be  excited 
with  as  little  external  heat,  and  with  as  little 
increafed  heat  of  the  body,  as  poffible.  3.  That, 
when  excited,  it  fhould  be  continued  for  a  due 

s 

length  of  time,  not  lefs  than  twelve  hours,  and 
fometiines  for  twenty-four,  or  forty-eight  hours  $ 
always,  however,  fuppofing,  that  it  proceeds  with- 
out  increafed  external  heat,  or  increafed  heat  of 
the  body.  4.  That,  for  feme  part  of  the  time* 
and  as  long  as  the  perion  can  eafily  bear,  it  fhould 
be  carried  on  without  admitting  fleep.  5.  That 
it  fhould  be  rendered  univerfal  over  the  body, 
and  therefore,  particularly,  that  care  be  taken  to 
bring  the  fweating  to  the  lower  extremities. 

6.  That  the  practice  fhould  be  rendered  fafer  by 
moderate  purging  excited  at  the  fame  time. 

7.  That  it  fhould  not  be  fuddenly  checked  by 
cold  any  how  applied  to  the  body. 

When  attention  is  given  to  thefe  rules,  the 
fweating  may  be  excited,  1.  By  warm  bathing, 
or  a  fomentation  of  the  lower  extremities.  2.  By 
frequent  draughts  of  tepid  liquors,  chiefly  water, 
or  this  rendered  more  grateful  by  the  addition 
of  a  light  aromatic,  or  more  powerful  by  that  of 
a  fmall  quantity  of  wine.  3.  By  giving  fome 
dofes  of  neutral  falts.  4.  Molt  effedually,  and 

C  3  per* 
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perhaps  mod  fafely,  by  a  large  dofe  of  an  opiate., 
joined  with  a  portion  of  neutral  falts,  and  of  an 
emetic* 

I.  2.  A.  a.  2.  Emetics .  The  ufe  of  thefe  has  " 
now  become  frequent  in  practice;  and  here  Doc- 

>  V  .  “5 

tor  Cullen  gives  a  peculiar  explanation  of  their 

•  ,,  ,  .  * 

operation  and  cffeds.  After  eonfidering  the 
many  and  various  cffeds  of  vomiting,  he  con¬ 
fines  himfelf  here,  to  confider  that  effed  only  of 

its  determining  to  the  furface  of  the  body.  This 

^  )  .  1  -  ».  •  * 

effed  he  imputes  to  the  particular  operation  of  e- 

metics  upon  the  mufcular  fibres  of  the  ftomach, 
whereby  they  excite  the  adion  of  the  extreme 
arteries  on  the  furface  of  the  body.  For  this 
purpofe,  emetics  are  adminiftered,  either  with  a 
view  to  full  vomiting,  or  in  fuch  dofes  as  to  ex¬ 
cite  ficknefs  and  naufea  only.  It  is  feldom  that 
full  vomiting  is  found  to  produce  a  final  folution 
of  fevers ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  operation 
of  full  vomiting  is  tranfitory,  and  often  proves  a 
debilitating  power.  For  thefe  reafons,  when  fe¬ 
vers  are  fully  formed,  phyficians  admmifter  eme¬ 
tics  in  naufeating  dofes  only.  In  this  way,  they 

excite  the  adion  of  the  extreme  veffels ;  their  o- 

'  «* 

peration  is  more  permanent,  and  rendered  more 
fafej  by  their  commonly  producing  fome  evacua¬ 
tion 
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lion  by  ftool.  With  refpect  to  the  choice,  he  ob- 
ferves,  the  emetics  at  prefent  employed  are,  ipe¬ 
cacuanha  and  antimony.  The  firft,  given  even 
in  fmall  dofes,  is  more  liable  to  excite  vomiting  ; 
and  there  is  reafon  to  fufpect,  that  its  effe&s  are 
lefs  permanent,  and  lefs  powerfully  communicated 
from  the  ftomach  to  the  reft  of  the  fyftem,  than 
thofe  of  antimony. 

Of  the  various  preparations  of  Antimony, 
Do&or  Cullen  thinks  it  fufHcient  to  take  notice 

of  the  calx  antimonii  nit  rat  a ,  and  the  tartar  e - 
me  tic  of  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia.  The  for¬ 
mer,  we  believe,  he  confiders  as  the  fame  with 
the  celebrated  James’s  powder  5  and,  from  fe- 
veral  confederations,  he  is  inclined  to  give  the 
preference  to  the  latter.  The  time  of  the  accef- 
fion,  or  a  little  before  it,  is  the  moft  proper  for 
exhibiting  thefe  antimonials,  when  it  can  be 
certainly  known.  The  adminiftration  of  the 
calx  nitrata,  confifts  in  giving  as  much  as  is 
thought  a  proper  dofe  at  once,  and  no  more  till 
the  next  acceflion.  Tartar  emetic  is  to  be  given 
in  final!  dofes,  not  fufficient  to  excite  vomiting  ; 
and  thefe  dofes  are  to  be  repeated  after  fhort  in¬ 
tervals,  for  feveral  times,  till  iicknefs,  naufea, 
and  fome,  but  not  much,  vomiting  come  on.  With 

C  4  refpeft 
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refpedt  to  both,  the  repetition  is  to  be  made  at 
the  times  of  acceffion,  but  not  very  often ;  for,  if 
the  firft  exhibitions,  duly  managed,  have  little 
effect,  it  is  ieldpm  that  the  after-exhibitions  have 
much  ;  and  it  fometimes  happens,  that  the  re- 
peated  vomiting,  and  efpecially  repeated  purging, 
do  harm,  by  weakening  the  patient. 

1.2  B.  a.  BUfters.  On  the/ubject  of  blifters, 
Dodter  Cullen  rejects  the  opinion  of  their  adting, 
by  inducing  a  change  on  the  confidence  of  the 
mafs  of  blood.  He  alfo  refufes  the  notion  of 
their  operation,  in  any  confiderable  degree,  as 
itimulants  and  evacuar.ts.  The  evacuation,  how¬ 
ever,  produced  by  blifters,  although  it  does  not 
affect  the  fyftem  in  general,  is  fo  confiderable  as 

i  1  ;  ,  •  -  *  •  *  y  -  v 

to  affect  the  neighbouring  veffels  ;  and  the  ma« 
nifeft  utility  of  buffering  near  the  part  affedted, 
in  inflammatory  difeafes,  leads  us  to  think,  that 
buffering,  by  deriving  to  thefkin,  and  producing 
an  effuiion  there,  relaxes  the  fpafm  of  the  deeper 
feated  veffels.  Analogous  to  this,  Dodtor  Cullen 
is  of  opinion,  that  the  good  effi  dt  of  buffering 
in  continued  fevers,  arifes  from  its  relaxing  the 
ipafm  of  the  extreme  veffels,  by  a  communica¬ 
tion  of  the  buffered  part  with  the  reff  of  the  fkin ; 
and  this,  he  obferves,  is  illuftrated  by  the  effedt 
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of  bliftering  in  cholic  and  dyfentery.  Our  au« 
thor  imagines,  that  finapifms ,  and  rubefacientia9 
from  their  effedt  in  rheumatifm,  act  in  a  manner 
analogous  to  what  he  has  fuppofed  of  bliftering. 

I.  2.  B.  b.  Warm  Bathing .  The  practice  of 
warm  bathing  in  fevers,  was  frequently  ufed  by 
the  antients,  but  has  been,  till  very  lately,  ne¬ 
glected  by  modern  phyficians.  It  feems  to  be  a 
fafe  ftimulus,  and  well  fuited  to  take  off  the  fpafm 
affedting  the  extreme  veffels.  Doctor  Cullen, 
from  much  experience,  has  learned,  that  molt  of 

0 

the  purpofes  of  warm  bathing  can  be  obtained 

0  '  -  * 

by  fomenting  the  legs  and  feet,  if  properly  ad- 
miniftered,  and  continued  for  a  due  length  of 
time,  not  lefs  than  an  hour.  The  marks  of  the 
good  effects  of  fuch  a  fomentation  are,  the  pa¬ 
tient's  bearing  it  eafily,  its  relieving  delirium, 
and  inducing  fleep. 

■ 

In  the  other  parts  of  the  method  of  cure,  there 
is  nothing  very  new ;  and  the  merit  of  it  confifts 

f 

in  the  arrangement  and  full  enumeration.  On 
the  fubjedt  of  Peruvian  bark,  Dodtor  Cullen  re¬ 
jects  the  notion  of  fpecific  power,  and  refers  its 
operation  entirely  to  its  tonic  power  in  obviating 
debility. 

In 
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In  the  cure  of  intermittents,  which  occupies 
the  fecond  fedion  of  this  chapter,  the  various 
remedies  are  more  fully  enumerated  than  elfe- 
where.  Here  the  Dodor  brings  a  ftrong  proof, 
that  the  bark  ads  by  its  tonic  power,  as  fo  many 
other  tonics  anfwer  the  fame  purpofe.  Thefe 
other  tonics  are  enumerated  in  this  order  $ 

1.  Aftringents  alone. 

2.  Bitters  alone. 

3.  Aftringents  and  bitters  conjoined. 

4.  Aftringents  and  aromatics  conjoined. 

5.  Certain  metallic  tonics  $  and, 

Laftly,  Opiates. 

From  this  analogy,  Dodor  Cullen  draws  a 
particular  proof  of  his  dodrine,  that  a  ftate  of 
debility  and  atony  is  the  fundamental  circum- 
ftance  in  fevers. 

We  fhall  conclude  our  account  of  this  part 
of  the  volume  before  us,  with  a  quotation  from 
the  preface  ;  in  which,  Dodor  Cullen,  with  all 
the  candour  and  modefty  which  accompany  true 
learning,  expreffes  much  diffidence  on  entering 
upon  an  undertaking  of  this  kind  ;  and  informs 
us,  that  his  duty  as  a  profeffor,  and  the  impoffi- 
bility  of  confining  his  publication  to  the  hands 

of 
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of  thofe  who  hear  his  lectures,  have  laid  him  un¬ 
der  the  neceffity  of  offering  his  book  to  the  pu¬ 
blic  in  its  prefent  form.  4  At  the  fame  time/ 
fays  he,  4  I  cannot  offer  it,  without  requefting9 
4  that,  in  judging  of  a  work,  from  its  very  na- 
4  ture  concife,  the  learned  will  proceed  with  re- 
4  ferve,  and  will  not  condemn  my  opinions,  till 
4  they  be  certain  that  they  fully  comprehend  my 
4  meaning,  and  fhall  be  acquainted  with  the 
4  proofs  I  can  adduce  to  confirm  my  doctrines/ 


II. 


Differ t at  10  Medica  de  Rabie  Canina ,  audlore  Jo* 


anne  Heyfham.  8vo,  Edinburgh 

HE  dreadful  diflemper  which  is  the  fubjeCt  of 


JL  this  differtation,  has  hitherto  baffled  the  {kill 
of  the  mod  eminent  practitioners  in  almoft  every 
inftance.  A  fate  and  efficacious  remedy  for  this  af¬ 
fection,  mud  thetefore  be  confidered  as  a  mod  va¬ 
luable  difcovery.  Such  a  remedy,  the  author  of  the 
prefent  publication  thinks  he  has  here  been  able  to 
communicate  to  the  public,  n  nd,  although  his  opi. 
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nion  remains  yet  to  be  confirmed  by  the  teft  of 
future  experience,  yet,  fuch  evidence  is  adduced 
In  fupport  of  it,  that  it  well  merits  a  trial. 

The  author  introduces  his  fubje<El  by  fome  ju¬ 
dicious  fir  natures  on  the  definitions  which  have 
been  given  of  this  affection  by  the  belt  nofologi- 
cal  writers.  After  this,  he  defines  rabies  canina 
In  the  following  manner.  An  averfiori  and  hor¬ 
ror  at  liquids,  as  exciting  a  painful  convulfion  of 
tile  pharynx  occurring  at  an  indetermined  period, 
after  the  canine  virus  has  been  received  into  the 
fyftcm.  Having  thus  chara&erifed  the  affe&ion 
of  which  he  propofes  to  treat,  he  enumerates,  at 
confiderable  length,  the  different  fymptoms  which 
attend  this  difeafe,  as  occurring,  both  among 
the  canine  tribe,  and  with  the  human  fpecies. 
Diffe <Etions,  he  obferves,  even  by  the  moft  in- 
duflrious  anatomifls,  Morgagni,  Bonetus,  and  o- 
thers,  have  thrown  no  light  on  the  nature  or 
caule  of  this  difeafe.  in  fome  inftances,  a  flight 
degree  of  inflammation  has  been  obferved  on  the 
fauces,  and  fuperior  parts  of  the  pharynx  and 
larynx.  But,  in  others,  thefe  have  been  entirely 
wanting.  From  which,  he  concludes,  that  fuch 
appearances  are  to  be  confidered,  rather  as  the 

effect 
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effect  than  the  caufe  of  the  mod  alarming  fymp- 
toms. 

As  he  maintains  that  this  difeafe  never  takes 
its  origin  from  the  human  race,  fo  he  concludes^ 
that  there  are  no  caufes  which  can,  with  them5 
be  confidered  as  giving  predifpbfition  to  it.  He 
enumerates,  as  the  chief  caufes  which  have  been 
fuppofed  to  operate,  as  inducing  it  with  the  ca¬ 
nine  tribe,  great  heat,  putrid  aliment,  want  of 
water,  worms  lodged  in  different  cavities  or  vif- 
cera,  and,  laftly ,  a  worm  under  the  tongue. 

To  the  fuppofition  of  its  being  induced  by 
heat,  he  urges  as  an  objection,  that  the  difeafe 
is  totally  unknown  in  South  America.  He  re¬ 
marks,  that  putrid  aliment,  to  a  very  great  ex¬ 
tent,  is  often  taken  by  clogs  without  inconveni¬ 
ence  ;  and  that,  with  little  probability,  it  is  af- 
figned  as  a  caufe  of  roadnefs,  fince,  in  this  date, 
it  fee  ms  to  be  mod  agreeable  to  them.  Refpec- 
ting  the  want  of  water,  he  obferves,  that  the 
difeafe  has  been  found  to  originate  with  dogs 
plentifully  fupplied  with  it,  while  it  has  not  taken 
place  with  others  long  deprived  of  it.  He  con« 
fiders  the  fuppolition  of  worms  in  different  cavi¬ 
ties  producing  the  affi  dion,  to  be  even  deditute 
of  probable  evidence.  I  he  fuppofition  of  a  worm 
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being  lodged  under  the  tongue  of  the  dog,  is  at 
leaft  as  old  as  the  days  of  Pliny.  Later  difTeo 
tions,  however,  particularly  thofe  of  Dodlor 
Brodie,  ferve  to  demonftrate,  that  what  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  a  worm,  is,  in  reality,  a  gland.  And, 
on  this  fuppofition,  it  has  been  imagined,  that 
there  may  be  fome  truth  in  the  common  opini¬ 
on,  that,  if  a  dog  deprived  of  this  fubftance  un- 
der  the  tongue,  becomes  mad,  he  is  incapable  of 
communicating  the  difeafe.  This,  it  has  been 
faid,  may  depend  on  that  gland  being  neceffary 
for  the  reparation  of  the  poifon  at  the  mouth. 
But,  although  Doftor  Heyfham  neither  adopts 
this  theory,  nor  confiders  the  practice  of  re¬ 
moving  this  fubftance  as  one  that  is  by  any 
means  to  be  negleded,  yet  he  concludes,  that  it 
can  never  be  confidered  as  the  caufe  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe,  fince  numberlefs  dogs,  from  whom  it  is  never 
removed,  yet  continue  to  enjoy  the  mod  per¬ 
fect  health.  He  concludes,  therefore,  that  none 
of  the  caufes  commonly  enumerated  can  be  con¬ 
fidered  as  giving  origin  to  this  afteftion,  and 
that,  probably,  it  depends  on  fome  peculiarity  with 
which  we  are  yet  unacquainted. 

But,  whatever  may  ftrft  produce  the  difeafe 
with  dog®,  he  confiders  -as -the  univerfal  occafio- 

nal 
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nal  caufe  with  the  human  fpecies,  a  certain  fub* 
^  tile  and  powerful  poifon  attached  to  the  faliva, 
and,  probably,  alfo  to  the  other  fluids  of  a  mad 

■  1  ’  1  - 

animal.  Many  different  conjectures  have  been 
entertained  reipeCting  the  nature  of  this  poifon, 
for  which,  probably,  there  is  but  little  founda¬ 
tion.  On  tins  fuujeCt,  our  author  prefents  us 
with  a  conjecture,  which,  he  thinks,  is  corrobo¬ 
rated  by  feveral  circumftances.  He  obferves, 
1 //,  That  this  virus  is  unqueitionably  prefent  in 
the  faliva.  2 dly>  That,  in  its  nature  and  effeCts, 
it  diflers  from  ail  other  contagions  with  which 
we  are  yet  acquainted.  3 dly.  That  its  proper¬ 
ties  are  very  foreign  from  thofe  of  putridity* 
Afhly*  That  it  cannot  be  fo  united  with  air  as  in 
that  manner  to  give  the  infection  to  the  human 
fyftem.  5/A/y,  That  it  is  fo  far  of  a  fixed  na¬ 
ture,  that  the  faliva  is  capable  of  giving  the  in¬ 
fection  after  the  thinner  parts  have  been  evapo¬ 
rated  by  expofure  to  the  open  air.  And,  lajlly , 
That  amputation  of  the  member  bit,  or  complete 
extirpation  of  the  part,  are  the  only  certain  pro¬ 
phylactic  yet  difeovered,  by  which  we  are  able 
to  counteract  the  influence  of  this  poilon.  This 
aflertion,  which  is  here  taken  for  granted,  the 
author  endeavours  to  prove,  in  an  after  part  of 

his 
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his  publication.  From  thefe  different  circum- 
ftances,  but  efpecially  the  laft,  Doftor  Heyfham 
thinks  there  is  fome  probability,  that  the  virus 
of  rabies  is  of  an  acid  nature.  This  acid,  he  fup- 
pofes  to  operate,  as  inducing  what  may  be  called 
the  proximate  caufe  of  the  difeafe,  in  confequence 

of  its  action  on  the  nervous  fyltem.  From  the 

/ 

fedative  nature  of  the  poifon,  he  accounts  for 
the  languor,  laflitude,  proflration  of  ftrength, 
and  other  figns  of  debility,  which  man  if  eft  them- 
felves  -in  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe  ;  and  he 
afcribes  the  fpafrns,  convulfions,  and  other  fuc- 
ceeding  fymptoms,  to  the  high  degree  of  irritabi¬ 
lity  thus  induced. 

After  thefe  obfervations  on  the  nature  of  this 
difeafe,  the  author  next  proceeds  to  treat  of  the 
cure.  Here,  he  obfei  ves,  that  the  attention  of 
a  practitioner  ought  chiefly  to  be  employed  in 
endeavouring  to  prevent  the  difeafe  from  taking 
place  after  infectious  matter  has  been  applied. 
With  this  view,  two  objeCts  are  to  be  aimed  at. 
iy?.  To  expel  the  poifon  from  the  fyftem  as  foon 
as  poflible.  And,  2 dly.  Where  this  cannot  be 
done,  to  deftroy  the  activity  of  the  virus. 

Many  of  the  molt  eminent  practitioners,  both 
antient  and  modern,  have  directed,  that,  as  fooii 
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as  poffible,  the  part  wounded  fhould  either  be 
completely  cut  out,  or  that,  after  large  and  deep 

fcarifications,  cupp  ng  glaffes  fhould  be  applied 

\ 

to  it.  After  which,  they  diredt  all  the  parts  to 
be  carefully  wafhed  with  different  faline  <otions. 
Others  recommend  the  application  of  mercurial 

ointment,  cauftics,  or  even  actual  cautery.  Hoc- 

■  **  ■  '  ^ 

tor  Heylham  does  not  deny,  that,  from  thefe 
meafures,  the  poifon  may  either  be  removed  or 
deitroyedi  Yet,  he  imagines,  that  there  are  c;r- 
cumftances  in  which  all  ot  them  may  either  be 
inadmiffibie  or  ineffectual.  On  the  ale  of  fre¬ 
quent  cold  bathing,  which  fome  have  cmhidered 
as  a  prophylactic,  he  thmks,  that  no  dependence 
can  be  put.  And,  of  all  the  internal  remedies 
which  have  been  recommetided  as  antidotes  to 
this  poifon,  from  thofe  mentioned  by  Galen  and 
Oribafius,  to  the  prefeht  times,  he  thinks,  that 
there  is  no  one  of  any  efficacy,  excepting  a  r e- 
niedy  which  has  lately  been  introduced  w  th  the 
mod  happy  fuccefs  in  the  we  hern  parts  of  Eng- 
land. 

This  remedy,  which  is  fold  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,  as  prepared  by  Mr  Hill  of  Grmf- 
kirk,  our  auth  r  tells  us,  conlilts  of  the  following 
Von.  V*  No.  17.  I)  articles* 
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articles.  Powder  of  chalk,  half  an  ounce;  arme* 
Ilian  hole, three  drachms ;  allum,ten  grains;  pow* 
der  of  elecampane  root,  one  drachm;  oil  of  anife, 
fix  drops.  Such  a  dofe  is  to  be  taken  every 
morning,  repeated  to  the  fixth  time,  in  a  glafs 
of  water,  with  the  mixture  of  a  fmall  proportion 
of  frefh  milk.  If  this  dofe,  however,  taken  at 
once,  does  not  fit  eafily  on  the  flomach,  it  may 
be  divided  and  taken  at  different  times.  Re- 
fpecting  the  mode  in  which  this  medicine  ope¬ 
rates,  he  obferves,  that,  if  the  conje&ure  former¬ 
ly  thrown  out,  refpecting  the  nature  of  the  poi- 
fon,  be  well  founded,  this  muff  be  fufficiently 
obvious.  And,  with  regard  to  its  efficacy,  he  re¬ 
marks,  that  this  has  new  been  fo  thoroughly  efta- 
blifhed  by  experience,  that  there  can  be  no  room 
to  doubt  it.  Among  other  inftances  he  men¬ 
tions,  that  an  ingenious  friend  of  his,  Mr  Jofeph 
Stonney,  adminiflered  this  medicine  to  twenty-fix 
hounds,  all  of  whom  had  been  bit  by  a  dog  with 
evident  fymptoms  of  madnefs,  of  which  he  loon 
afterwards  died.  Of  thefe,  not  one  was  affc&ed 
with  the  difeafe. 

Dodlor  Heyiliam,  indeed,  admits,  that  there 
are  two  imtances  upon  record,  in  which,  al¬ 
though 
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though  the  medicine  was  properly  adminifleredj 
it  failed  of  fuccefs.  But  he  adds,  that  there  are 
mftances  alfo,  in  which  opium  has  failed  to  pro¬ 
duce  fleep,  tartar  emetic  vomiting,  mercury 
falivation,  or  the  like  ;  and  he  is  difpofed  to  nope, 
that  this  remedy  will  be  found  as  rarely  meffec* 
tual. 

After  thefe  obfervations  on  the  prophylaxis^ 
he  next  makes  fome  remarks  on  the  cure.  When 
the  meafures  already  reco  n  mended  have  either 
been  negleded,  or  too  long  delayed,  fome 
means  of  cure  may  be  ufed,  although  With 
little  probability  of  fuccefs,  after  tile  fympto  ns 
of  the  affection  have  already  manifcited  tnem- 
felves.  Here  Dodor  Heyfliam  thinks,  that  toe 
great  objed  to  be  aimed  at,  is  to  comDat  the 
fpafms  and  convnlfions,  which  conftitute  the 
greateft  part  of  the  difeafe.  With  this  view,  he 
recommends  copious  bleeding  ;  the  frequent  ufe 
of  emollient  and  laxative  injedions $  opium  in 
large  dofes,  either  by  the  mouth,  or  in  the  form 
of  injedion ;  and  mercury.  Befides  thefe,  and 
fome  other  remedies  which  have  been  frequent¬ 
ly  employed,  he  imagines  alfo,  that  recourfe  may 

be  had,  with  advantage,  to  the  vitriolic  aether 
and  to  mufic. 

D  2 


Dodor 


I1 


MEDICAL 

Do&or  Heyfham  concludes  this  differtation,  by 
relating  thofe  experiments  from  which  he  infers 
that  the  remedy  which  he  has  mentioned  is  the 
fame  with  that  of  Mr  Hill.  Thefe  experiments 
are  five  in  number,  and  were  made  chiefly  by 
the  addition  of  water,  of  nitrous  acid,  and  of  vi¬ 
triolic  acid.  From  the  effe&s  of  thefe  different 
fluids,  there  can  be  little  doubt,  that  the  bafis  of 
the  remedy  is  chalk.  And,  that  there  may  be 
no  room  for  fufpicion  rtfpe&ing  the  accuracy  of 
the  experiments,  we  are  informed,  that,  when 
they  w*ere  repeated  by  Do&or  Black,  the  refult 
was  the  fame  as  had  been  found  by  Do&or  Hey- 
fham.  Yet,  although  thefe  may  give  probabili¬ 
ty,  it  is  evident,  that  they  cannot  afford  certain 
evidence.  And  the  author  concludes  his  dilfer- 
tation  with  a  wifh,  that  Mr  Hill,  poftponing  his 
own  private  interefl  to  the  public  good,  may,  for 
the  fatisfa&ion  of  mankind,  publiih  the  formula 
which  he  employs. 
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'Pharmacopoeia  Edinburgenfis ,  additamentis  audio. 
tf^Ernefto  Godof.  Baldinger.  Phil,  et  Med,  D. 
Ord.  Med.  Got .  Sen.  et  Prax.  Med.  Prof.  Or - 
din .  Acad.  Imp.  Nat.  Curiof.  Adj.  Reg.  Soc • 
Boruf  Viadrin.  Elefl.  Acad.  Sci.  Mogunt «  et  Soc • 
Priv.  Dramjl .  Socio.  8vo,  Bremae. 

rg  ^  H  E  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia  is  here  re- 
JL  printed  verbatim  from  the  edition  which 
was  publifhed  at  Edinburgh  in  1774. 

Of  this  part  of  the  prefent  work  we  have  al¬ 
ready  fpoken.  It  is  now,  therefore,  our  inten¬ 
tion  only,  to  give  fome  account  of  the  tnoft  im¬ 
portant  additions  which  are  made  in  the  prefent 
impreflion.  Although  the  learned  editor  of  this 
edition  is  willing  to  allow  much  merit  to  the 
compilers  of  the  original  work,  yet,  he  is  very 
far  from  confidtring  it  as  free  from  errors  and 
imperfe&ions.  And  his  observations  every  where 
demonftrate  fo  much  candour  and  judgment,  as 
to  deferve  fenous  confiderat’on.  His  additions 
confiil  of  three  parts.  1  he  firft  contains  a  lift 
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of  the  materia  medica  ;  the  fecond  confifts  of  ani- 
madverfions  on  particular  articles  of  the  Edin¬ 
burgh  Pharmacopoeia ;  and  the  laft  exhibits  fe- 
3etl  examples  of  efficacious  formulae. 

In  the  lift  of  the  materia  medica.  Doctor  Bal- 
dinger  has  bdtowed  much  labour  on  the  arrange¬ 
ment.  And,  bdides  difiributing  the  whole  into 
three  daffies,  as  taken  from  the  foffil,  vegetable, 
or  animal  kingdom,  he  refers  to  feparate  fections, 
the  roots,  herbs,  flowers,  fruits,  &c.  He  diftin- 
guiffics  thofe  articles  which  he  confiders  as  the 
moll  highly  efficacious ;  and,  to  thofe  which  are 
Ids  generally  known,  he  fubjoins  the  title  of  the 

heft  differtation  that  has  been  written  refpeding 
them. 

In  the  fecond  part,  he  firfl  points  out  thofe 
vegetables  retained  in  the  Edinburgh  Pharma¬ 
copoeia,  which  he  confiders  as  fuperfluous.  Of 
this  kind  are  atnplex  foetida,  balfamum  Toiuta- 
mini,  Acres  caryophvlli,  convallaria,  cornu  cervi 
uftum,  viola,  and  urtica.  Thefe  he  confiders  as 
either  in  no  degree  poffeffing  the  virtues  afcribed 
to  them,  or  being  inferior  to  others  which  may 
be  employed  to  anfwer  the  fame  intentions  with 
greater  fafety. 
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Of  the  preparations,  he  thinks,  that  the  tinc- 
tura  rofarutn  may  be  confidered  as  a  fuperfluous 
formula,  as  he  imagines  that  the  virtue,  in  no 
degree,  depends  upon  the  rofes,  but  wholly  on 
vitriolic  acid. 

He  objects  to  the  potio  cretacea,  from  the  ap- 
prehenfion,  that  this  earthy  matter,  infoluble  in 
the  fluids  of  the  human  body,  would  form  an 
incruflation  on  the  inteftines,  which  might  be 

highly  prejudicial  to  the  fyftem. 

% 

He  confiders  the  vinum  millepedatum  as  an 
improper  formula,  from  the  fuppofitica,  that 
wine  is  a  menftruum  which  will  deflroy  the  me¬ 
dical  virtues  of  thefe  animals. 

To  the  balfamum  fulphuris,  he  obje&s,  that  it 
very  foon  becomes  rancid,  and  that  it  is  of  little 
ufe,  either  externally  or  internally ;  and  he  there¬ 
fore  thinks,  that  it  may  be  wanting  without  in¬ 
convenience. 

He  is  of  opinion,  that  the  fyrupus  e  rhamno, 
is  a  medicine  of  fuch  a  draftic  nature,  that  it 
ought  to  be  reje&ed  ;  and  he  thinks,  that  the 
puivis  antilyflus  is  totally  ineflicacious.  To  the 
pulvis  e  jallapa  coinpofitus,  he  obje&s,  that  ve¬ 
getable  purgatives  are  very  apt  to  lofe  their  ac- 
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tivity  froni  being  kept.  He  thinks,  therefore, 
that  it  would  be  better  to  mix  the  jaliap  and 
cream  of  tartar  occafionally.  And  he  is  aifo  of 
the  fame  opinion  with  refped  to  the  puivis  e 
fcammomo  coonpofitus. 

Although  Dodor  Baldinger  acknowledges, 
that,  in  his  younger  days,  he  had  written  in  praife 
of  the  metal  he  preparation  of  copper  and  [ri¬ 
ver,  as  medicines,  yet,  he  remarks,  that  he 
had  never  ventured  to  employ  thefe  in  pradice  ; 
and,  on  this  fuppofition,  he  entertains  doubts  as 
to  the  ufe  of  the  pilulae  caeruleae  of  the  Edin¬ 
burgh  Pharmacopoeia. 

Our  author  confiders  the  form  of  trochifci  to 
be  fit  only  either  for  children,  or  for  alleviating 
fymptoms  of  difeafe.  And  he  is  of  opinion,  that 
the  Pharmacopoeia  may  eafily  want  trochifci  of 
any  kind. 

Pie  concludes  this  fecond  part  of  his  work 
with  obferving,  that  it  has  been  a  general  coin- 
plaint,  from  the  molt  eminent  of  the  profelfion, 
that  the  number  of  pkfters  and  ointments  was 
very  great.  And,  he  thinks,  that  the  college  of 
Edinburgh  have  much  merit  m  having  retained 
only  feme  feled  formulae  of  this  kind. 


The 
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The  third  and  laft  part  of  this  work  confifts 
of  examples  of  particular  compofitions,  which 
our  author  confiders  as  highly  efficacious  medi- 
cines.  Under  the  head  of  emulfions,  he  recom¬ 
mends  that  impregnated  with  camphor,  in  the 
proportion  of  a  drachm  to  a  pound,  in  fevers  where 
a  critical  eruption  has  difappeared.  And,  in 
chronical  nervous  affections,  fuch,  for  inftances 
1  as  paraiyfis,  he  thinks,  that  it  may  be  of  advan¬ 
tage  to  add  to  this  emulfion,  befides  the  cam-* 
phor,  two  grains  of  tartar  emetic. 

Do&or  Baldinger  confiders  the  mercurial  fo- 
lution  recotu  mended  by  Mr  Flenck,  as  a  very 
ufeiul  anthelmintic,  particularly  againft  the  lum» 
brici.  He  recommends,  as  an  emetic,  in  cafes  of 
remittent  and  intermittent  fever,  a  watery  infufiou 
of  ipecacuanha,  to  be  prepared  according  to  the 
following  receipt. 

Pulv.  rad.  ipecac.  3’ffs.  ] 

Aurant.  curafs.  31J. 

Cream  tart.  3 is.  ebul.  cum 
Aq.  font.  ffiv.  Colat.  adde 
Oxyrn.  fciil.  5fs. 

This  medicine  gradually  thrown  in  by  fpoon- 
fills,  not  only  difcharges  by  vomiting  the  con¬ 
tents 
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tents  of  the  primae  viae,  but  likewife  operates 
powerfully,  we  are  told,  as  a  diuretic.  He  adds, 
alfo,  that,  in  jaundice,  it  is  often  attended  with 
the  bed  effects ;  and  that,  in  recent  cafes,  he  has 
freque  ntly  been  furprifed  with  the  efficacy  of  it. 
He  recommends,  as  an  excellent  remedy  in  drop- 
fical  affc&ions,  the  following  vinous  infufion  of 
fquills. 

Rad  fcil.  recen.  Ji. 

Cort.  aurant. 

Calam  aromat.  a7  3*u«  Infunde  cum  vin.  alb. 
fb.  ij.  Digere  per  dies  tres,  et  colat.  adde 

Qxym.  fcill.  §ii. 

He  bellows  very  high  praifes  on  the  ft omachic 
elixir  propofed  by  Bodtor  Whytt,  which  is  pre¬ 
pared  according  to  the  following  prefeription. 

Pulv.  cort.  Peruv.  opt.  Jiv. 

Rad  gent.  rub. 

Flav.  cort.  aurant.  aa  Jifs. 

Sp.  vin.  Gal.  ib.  iv. 

Digere  per  fex  dies  balneo  arenae,et  cola. 

He  confiders  this  medicine  not  only  as  a  pa¬ 
nacea  for  hypochondriafis,  but  as  being  alfo  of  the 
higheft  virtue  in  other  ftomachic  complaints.  In 

complaints 
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complaints  of  a  fimilar  nature  alfo,  he  recom¬ 
mends  very  much  the  following  formula. 

Pulv.  flav.  aurant.  cort. 

Rad.  rhei.  opt. 

Tart,  tartar  gr.  xx.  M,  pro  dofi. 

By  the  repeated  ufe  of  this  powder  alone,  he 
tells  us,  that  many  of  the  fymptoms  of  hypo« 
chondriafis  may  be  entirely  removed  ;  particu¬ 
larly,  as  deftroying  rancid  bile  and  acid  on  the 
ftornach  $  as  proving  a  gentle  purgative  \  and,  as 
reftoring  the  periflaltic  motion. 

In  phthihcal  affcftions,  which  have  not  gone  a 
great  length,  he  recommends  the  ufe  of  the  fac- 
charum  inyrrhatum  Hofrmanni,  which  confifts 
of  the  watery  extract  of  myrrh,  united  with  white 
fugar. 

For  removing  offufcations  on  the  cornea,  he 
tells  us,  that,  in  numberlefs  inftances,  he  has 
feen  the  molt  happy  effects  from  the  following 
powder. 

bach.  alb. 

Bol.  alb.  vel  rub. 

Cream  tart,  aa  par  pondus  M.  f.  pulv.  fubtll. 

This  powder  mull  be  gently  applied  to  the  eye 
without  irritation,  and  particularly  without  being 

blown 
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blown  into  it.  In  this  manner,  it  is  fo  far  from 
inflaming  the  eye,  that  it  often  even  removes  in- 
flarnmation  when  prefent.  And,  by  perfifting  in 
the  ufe  of  it  for  a  fufficient  length  of  time,  he  af¬ 
firms,  that  he  has  often  obferved  cures,  that  feem- 
ed  even  miraculous,  in  cafes  where  he  thought 
he  could  do  no  fervice. 

After  obferving  that  he  is  at  a  lofs  to  conjec¬ 
ture  why  the  college  of  Edinburgh  have,  in  the 
Jail  edition  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  omitted  a  for¬ 
mula  for  the  pilulae  fcilliticae,  which  he  confiders 
as  a  very  ufeful  medicine  \  he  propofes  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  as  one  which  he  imagines  is  well  fuited 
to  the  intention  propofed  by  ttiefe  pills. 

Gum.  a  mm  on. 

Sell*  recent,  fmg.  Sfs.  Contunde  fimul  in 
jnortario,  et.  adde. 

Cardam.  min.  trit.  gfs.  f.  pil.cum. 

Balf.  copaiv.  q.  f. 

He  adds,  however,  that  the  following  formula, 
to  which  he  gives  the  title  of  the  pilulae  phyfa- 
gogae  Ludolffi,  has  alfo  a  very  powerful  effedf  as 
a  diuretic,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  in  proper 
dofes,  it  does  not  prove  draftic. 


Pulv. 
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Pulv.  rad.  fcil.  Sis. 

%  " 

Sulp.  antuuon.  aur.  tert.  praecip. 

Sal.  vol.  fuccin.  Ha  51  • 

Ektrad.  eiater.  Sis. 

i 

O  .  deflil.  anif.  qt.  aliquot,  f.  c.  fucc.  II- 
quir.  piL  gr.  i. 

The  dofe  of  thefe  pills  is  from  five  to  ten  grains. 
They  were  firft  introduced  into  pra&ice  in  the 
armies  of  his  Prullian  majefty ;  and  our  author 
informs  us,  that,  as  a  diuretic,  he  has  often  em¬ 
ployed  them  with  advantage  in  very  defperate 
cafes. 

Forfpungy  gums,  attended  with  loofenefs  of  the 
teeth,  he  recommends  the  foliowing  liniment. 

Ter.  catech. 

Sang,  dracon.  aa~.  p.  ae. 

Spir.  cochlear,  q.  f.  ut  leni  digeftione  folvi 
pofiint,  et  f.  linim.  fphfior.  confiti.  cum  penicillo 
applicand. 

Thefe  different  preferiptions  Do&or  Baldinger 
mentions  as  examples  of  iclcCc  -formulae  which 
he  has  found  to  be  very  efficacious.  He  con¬ 
cludes  the  prefent  treatife,  with  promifing  to 
communicate  to  the  public,  on  fome  future  oc¬ 
casion,  an  epitome  of  the  rules  of  medical  pre¬ 
scription, 
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fcription,  a  branch  of  the  healing  art  which  he 
flill  confiders  to  be  in  an  imperfect  ftate. 


IV.  .  ■  . 

»  } 

Fharmacopoea  Suecica ,  cum  gratia  et  privilegio ? 
S:  cs  R:  Majitis .  8vo,  Holmiae. 

' 

OF  all  the  different  branches  of  the  medical 
art,  there  is,  perhaps,  no  one  which  has, 
of  late  years,  undergone  greater  alteration  than 
that  which  refpeds  the  preparation  and  composi¬ 
tion  of  medicines.  Befides  which,  the  articles 
employed  as  medicines  have  alfo  undergone  con¬ 
siderable  alterations.  Some  articles,  at  one  time 
confidered  as  powerful  and  efficacious  medicines, 
are  at  another  exploded  as  totally  ufelefs.  And 
daily  experience  difeovers  ufeful  properties  in 
articles,  which  were  never  before  employed  for 
medical  purpofes.  Of  thefe  affertions,  the  pre- 
fent  Pharmacopoeia,  as  well  as  feveral  others  of 
recent  date,  affords  indubitable  evidence.  From 
the  nature  of  the  work,  however,  it  is  impoffible. 
for  us  to  give  fuch  an  analyfis  as  can  convey  any 

proper 
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proper  idea  of  it.  Yet,  we  may  obferve,  that# 
throughout  the  whole,  this  publication  bears 
evident  marks  of  its  being  the  work  of  intelligent 
pradlitioners.  And  we  have  little  doubt  in  giving 
it  as  our  opinion,  that  it  is  to  be  conhdered  as, 
perhaps,  the  bed  Pharmacopoeia  yet  extant. 

After  a  refpedlful  dedication  to  his  Swedifh 

Majefly,  and  a  fhort  preface,  in  which  they  ex* 

* 

plain  their  weights  and  meafures,  they  deliver  a 
few  general  pharmaceutical  rules.  They  advife, 

that  herbs,  flowers,  and  the  like,fiiould  be  quick” 
ly  dried  at  a  flow  fire.  With  refpect  to  powders, 
they  obferve,  that  what  is  firfl:  obtained,  is,  in 
general,  the  bed.  And  they  diredt,  that,  in  ipe¬ 
cacuanha,  the  woody  part  fliould  not  be  ufed.  Yet, 
they  allow,  that,  in  the  cafe  of  thofe  woody  fab- 
fiances  abounding  with  gums  and  refins,  as  jal- 
lap,  Peruvian  bark,  and  the  like,  the  powder  firfb 
obtained  is  much  inferior  to  what  is  got  afterwards* 
They  recommend,  that  gums  and  gummi-refi- 
nous  fubflances,  fliould  chiefly  be  pounded  du¬ 
ring  troll.  Ana,  m  the  preparation  of  compound 
powders,  they  give  it  as  a  general  diredhon,  that 
the  articles  fhould  firfl;  be  pounded,  each  fepa- 
rately,  and  then  intimately  mixed. 
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To  thefe  rules  follows  the  catalogue  of  the 
materia  rnedica,  containing  thofe  articles  which 

they  dire£t  to  be  kept  in  the  (hops,  and  which 
fhould  not  be  prepared  by  the  apothecary  him- 

fclf. 

Thefe  articles  are  arranged  in  alphabetical  order, 
and  to  each  is  fubjoined  a  chara&er.  which,  al¬ 
though  fhort,  ferves  to  give  a  very  clear  idea  of 
the  fubftance  employed.  A  few  examples  will 
better  explain  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
acquitted  themfelves  in  this  part  of  their  work* 
than  any  account  or  it. 

Abrotanum.  Herb  a 0 

Artemifia  abrotanum.  Caroli  a  Linne. 

Spec,  plant,  edit.  2.  Plant  a  bortenfis  fuffrutico ~ 

fa , 

Acacia  Vera.  Succus  e  fru&u* 

Mimofa  Senegal*  L.  Africana  arbor  ea. 

JErugo.  Cuprum  mufto  mini  torrofum » 

.Alcana.  Pac/i  x . 

Anchufa  tinctorial*  L.  Exotica ,  Europae  aujlra *• 
lis9  Perennis . 

Aloe.  Cabalina,  hepatica,  focotrina* 

Aloe  ferfoliaia .  L*  Exotica  Indie  a. 

Anethum.  Herb  a  SeminetU 

Anethum  graveolens.  L,  Hortenfis  annua . 

Arnica, 
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Arnica.  '  Folia,  flores* 

Arnica  montana  L.  Suecica,  perennis. 

Assa  foetida.  Gummi-reftna, 

Ferula  affa  foetida.  L,  Afiatica,  perennis. 
Bdellium.  Gummbrefina. 

Obfcura .  Arabica, palma . 

Castoreum:  Et  ejus  axungia. 

,  V 

Caftor  Fiber .  L.  s.  N.  Europae  feptentrionalis . 
Cerussa  :  In  laminis.  Plumbum  aceti  vapor e 

corrofum , 

Thefe  few  examples,  feledted  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  catalogue,  will  give  fome  idea  of  the 
method  which  is  followed  throughout  the  whole, 
both  with  refpect  to  fubftances  from  the  vege¬ 
table,  foffil,  and  animal  kingdoms.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  this  catalogue,  we  may  farther  obferve, 
that,  although  the  Stockholm  college  have  re* 
je&ed  many  articles  which  flili  retain  a  place  in 
other  foreign  Pharmacopoeias,  yet  their  cata¬ 
logue  is  much  more  numerous  than  that  of  the 

Edinburgh  College.  And  it  contains  above  an 
hundred  and  twenty  articles  which  are  not  now 
to  be  found  in  that  work.  Some  of  thefe  which 
have  of  late  been  recommended  as  ufeful  reme¬ 
dies,  on  the  authority  of  pra&itioners  of  credit, 
have  never  had  a  place  in  the  Edinburgh  Phar- 
Vol.  V.  No.  17.  E 
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macopoeia.  Of  thefe,  the  following  feetn  to  be 
the  chief. 

Arnica  montana, 

Auripigmentum, 

Botrys  Che  nopodium  Botrys  L* 

Cajeput, 

Camphorata.  Camphorofma  Monfpelica . 

Cicuta  virofa. 

Culilavan.  Laurus  Culilavan  L * 

Faba  Ignatii. 

Inula  dyfenterica. 

Quaflia. 

Salicaria. 

Vanilla. 

After  the  lift  of  fimple  medicines,  or  rather  of 
the  materia  medica,  they  proceed  to  the  prepared 
and  compounded  medicines.  The  order  which 
they  have  here  followed,  is  the  arranging  the 
whole  in  an  alphabetical  lift.  And,  although  this 
method  be  not  altogether  without  aifadvantages, 
yet  it  is,  perhaps,  preferable  to  moft  others.  Of 
the  various  alterations  and  improvements  which 
are  propofed  through  this  part  of  the  work,  we 
cannot  pretend  to  give  an  account. 

They  propofe  that  an  acetum  concentratum 
Ihould  be  prepared  by  freezing.  And  they  give 

it 
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it  as  the  ftandard  of  flrength,  that  one  dram  of 
it  fhould  faturate  a  fcruple  of  the  fait  of  tartar. 

They  direct  the  preparation  of  an  mrugo 
cryflallizata,  by  pouring  vinegar  upon  verdi- 
grize,  and  after  maceration  and  decantation,  fub- 
jedting  the  tranfparent  fluid  to  evaporation  and 
cryflallization.  This  preparation  of  the  verde- 
grize  is  afterwards  employed  in  the  preparation 
of  the  aqua  caerulea,  or  aqua  fapuirina,  and  for 
feveral  other  purpofes* 

They  point  out  a  procefs  for  the  purification 
of  camphor  by  means  of  quick  lime. 

They  give  the  following  formula  for  the  pre« 
paraticn  of  a  ceratuin  labiale. 

Butyri  recentis,  infulfi,  libram  femis 
Palfalarum  exacinatarum,  confciffarum, 
Pomorum  Borfdorfienfium  exacinatorum 
et  confcifforum, 

Cerae  flavae,  fingulorum  uncias  duas 
Radicis  alcannae  drachmas  duas 
Coque  leniter  in  vafe  figulino  donee  humiditas 
evaporata  fit,  feu  guttula  carboni  candenti  im- 
miffa  crepitum  non  edat.  Maffa  fervens  forti 
expreffione  coletur  in  vas  aqua  rofarum  plenum,, 
et  refrigerata  ab  aqua  hac  liberetur. 
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They  direct  the  preparation  of  a  creraor  Sa- 
turni,  by  uniting  equal  parts  of  the  acetum 

faturninum  and  fuccus  citri,  from  brifk  agitation 
in  a  glafs  mortar. 

For  the  preparation  of  an  ele£iuarium  e  manna, 
we  are  prefented  with  the  following  formula. 

5,.  Mannae  ele£tae, 

Sacchari  albiffimi,  fmgulorum  uncias  duas 

Aquae  foeniculi,  uncias  duas  cum  dimidia 

Solutionem  cola  cum  expreffione,  et  ei  ad- 

miffae  Radicis  Iridis  Florentinae,  in  fubtiliffimum 

pulverem  tritae,  drachmam  unam. 

Olei  amygdalarum  dulcium  recenter  ex- 

preffi  unciarn  unam,  fiat  ele&uarium. 

-  * 

They  propofe  an  elixir  anthelminticum,  confift- 
ing  of  jailap,  baftard  fafron,  fcammony  and  gam¬ 
boge  ;  redified  fpirit  of  wine  being  employed  as 
the  menltruum. 

Their  emplaft rum  pro  cereis  medicatis,  is  made 
in  the  following  manner. 

Cerae  flavae  leni  igne  liquefadtae,  libram 
imam. 

Aceti  faturnini,  unciarn  femis,  mixtis,  et  ab 
igne  remotis,  immerge  telas  tenues  ex  quibus  fi- 

i  •  t 

ant  1,  a.  cerei. 
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■  \  s  .  ; 

They  propofe  the  preparation  of  a  gelatina 
pomorum,  by  expreffing  the  juice  of  apples,  ad¬ 
ding  to  it  a  fourth  part  of  its  weight  of  white  fu- 
gar,  and  then  evaporating  to  the  confidence  of  a 
jelly. 

They  obtain  an  oleum  animale  by  diftillation 
from  calcined  hartfliorn,  to  which  is  added  half 
the  weight  of  the  oil  of  hartfliorn.  They  prepare 
hydragogue  pills  from  compounding  gum  ammo¬ 
niac,  fquills,  aloes,  gamboge,  and  elatarium. 

They  introduce  two  preparations  of  the  fixed 
fofiil  alkali,  under  the  titles  of  foda  depurata,  and 
foda  tartarizata.  They  introduce  a  fpiritus  for- 
micarum,  obtained  by  the  diffillation  of  ants 
with  fpirit  of  wine  and  water.  For  purifying  the 
terra  japonica,  they  recommend,  that  it  fhoulet 
fir  ft  be  diffolved  in  water,  and  that  then,  this 
folution,  after  draining,  lhould  be  evaporated  to 
drynefs.  To  this  they  give  the  title  of  fuccus 
Japonicus  depuratus  ;  and,  unqueftionably,  the 
name  of  terra  Japonica,  which  is  dill  retained  in 
the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia,  is  with  great 
impropriety  applied  to  a  vegetable  extract. 

Befides  thefe,  we  might  take  notice  of  many 
ether  articles,  which  are  either  peculiar  to  the 
Pharmacopoeia,  and  are,  at  the  fame  time,  valuable 

E  3  for  mu- 
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formu'ae,  or  which  may  juftly  be  confidered  as 
improvements  on  fimilar  prefcriptions  contained 
in  thofe  of  other  colleges.  But  we  fhall  con¬ 
clude  our  remarks  on  this  work,  with  obferving, 
that  it  terminates  with’ a  very  ufeful  table,  fhew- 
ing  the  proportion  of  opium,  mercury,  emetics, 
and  purgatives,  which  enter  into  different  com¬ 
pounds. 


V 


An  account  of  the  Tenia ,  or  Long  Tape  Worm ,  and 
of  the  Method  of  Treating  it ,  as  fradifed  at 
Morat  in  Switzerland .  8vo,  London. 

lers  will  recollect,  that  we  clofed 


account  we  gave  of  the  French 


edition  of  this  work,  in  our  third  volume,  by 
promihng  them  a  farther  analyfis  of  it  in  fome 
future  number.  Different  occurrences,  however, 
have  prevented  us  from  fulfilling  cur  engage¬ 
ment,  on  this  head,  fo  early  as  we  could  have 
wifhed.  But  we  are  not  forry  for  the  delay,  as 
we  are  now  able  to  anounce  it  to  them  in  an 
Eng  lift  drefs.  The  public  is  indebted  for  this 
edition  to  Dodor  Samuel  Foart  Simmons,  who 
has  enriched  it  with  a  preface  and  notes , 
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Do£tor  Simmons  fets  out  with  obferving,  that, 
of  the  different  worms  which  are  occafionally  met 
with  in  the  human  body,  the  tenia  is  by  far  the 
moft  dangerous,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
fymptoms  it  excites,  but  of  the  difficulty  with 
which  it  is  expelled.  It  is  indeed  true,  that  i  phy- 
ficians,  in  all  ages,  have  complained  of  this  for¬ 
midable  enemy,  as  yielding,  with  certainty,  to  no 
known  remedy He  obferves,  that  the  curioli- 
£y  of  the  public  has  long  been  excited  with  re« 
fpedl  to  the  Morat  method  of  treatment  5  that  a 
Swiis  phyfician  of  the  name  of  Herrenfchwand, 
more  than  twenty  years  ago,  acquired  no  little 
celebrity  by  diffributing  a  compofition,  of  which 
he  (filed  himfelf  the  inventor,  and  which  was 
probably  of  the  fame  nature  as  Madam  Nouffer  j 
and  that  feverai  very  eminent  men,  as  Tronchin, 
Hovius,  Bonnet,  Cramer,  and  others,  have  writ¬ 
ten  concerning  the  effects  of  this  remedy. 

Dodtor  Simmons  then  proceeds  to  point  out 
the  different  methods  that  have  been  ufed  in  thefe 
cafes,  all  of  which,  he  obferves,  have  been  too 
often  ineffectual.  He  next  delivers  forne  obfer- 
vations  on  the  (fructure  of  the  Tenia  lata,  and 
Tenia  cucurbitina.  It  is  remarkable,  he  fays, 
ihat  the  latter  of  thefe  has  been  confounded  with 
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the  tenia  lata,  by  almoft  all  the  antient  phyficians, 
and  by  many  of  the  moderns  ;  Piaterus  Teeming 
to  have  been  the  hrft  writer  who  diftinguiflied 
them  properly. 

To  the  teftimonies  colldftcd  by  the  French 
phyficians,  to  prove,  that  the  efficacy  of  the  fern- 
root,  in  cafes  of  tenia,  was  known  to  all  the  an¬ 
tient  phyficians,  and  to  many  later  writers,  Doc¬ 
tor  Simmons  has  added  the  following  quotation 
from  our  countryman  Gerard  :  6  The  roots  of 
4  the  male  fern,  being  taken  to  the  weight  of  half 
4  an  ounce,  drivcth  forth  long  flat  worms  out  of 
4  the  belly,  as  Diofcorides  writeth,  being  drunk  in 
4  mede  or  honied  water  ;  and  more  effectually, 
4  if  it  be  given  with  two  fcruples,  or  two  third 
4  parts  of  a  dram  of  feammony,  or  of  black  hel- 
4  lebore  :  They  that  will  ufe  it,  faith  he,  muff 
&  fir  ft  eat  garlick.  The  female  fern  is  of  like 
4  operation  with  the  former,  as  Galen  faith,* 
Hiftory  of  plants,  page  1130. 

T  o  the  account  we  have  already  given  of  the 
method  of  cure  defcribed  in  this  work,  we  will 

now  only  add,  that  the  precautions  recommended 
by  the  French  phyficians,  are  all  of  them  effenti- 
al  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  remedy.  The  panada 
and  injection,  which  they  prefcribe  the  night  be¬ 
fore. 
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fore,  lubricate  the  inteftines,  and  prepare  the 
prirnae  viae.  The  fern  root,  taken  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  kills  and  detaches  the  worm.  Of  this  the 
patients  are  fcnlible,  by  a  ceffation*of  the  pain 
in  the  ftomach,  and  by  a  weight  that  is  felt  in 
the  lower  belly.  The  purgative  bolus  adrni- 
nifiered  two  hours  after  this,  procures  a  com- 
pleat  evacuation  j  it  is  cotnpofed  of  fubftances 
that  are  at  once  purgative  and  vermifuge,  and 
which,  even  when  adminiftered  alone  by  diffe¬ 
rent  phyficians,  fometimes  fucceeded  in  expelling 
the  worm.  In  adopting  the  method  prefcribed 
in  this  work,  regard  is  to  be  had  both  to  the 
age  and  confutation  of  the  patient,  and  the  treat¬ 
ment  fhould  always  be  directed  by  a  prudent 
and  experienced  phyfician,  who  may  know  how 
to  vary  the  proportions  of  the  dofe,  as  circum- 
ftances  may  require.  If  the  purgative  be  not  of 
fufhcient  ftrength,  the  worm,  after  being  detach¬ 
ed  by  the  fpecific,  remains  too  long  a  time  in  the 
inteftines,  and  does  not  come  away  intire  -9  on 
the  other  hand,  if  the  purgative  be  too  ftrong,  it 

«  .  •  <  -  -  x  ..  ..  .4 

occafions  too  much  irritation. 

*  *  * 

J *  *  «*4  J.  K.  »  1  JL.  II 

The  authors  conclude  their  account  of  thi$ 
fpecific  for  the  long  tape  worm,  by  obferving, 
that,  after  having  been  known  to  the  undent 

Greeks* 


Greeks,  and  recommended  from  time  to  time 
by  phyficians  of  the  firft  diftin&ion,  it  had  fallen, 
together  with  many  others,  into  oblivion,  and 
even  contempt,  becaufe  it  had  not  always  been 
given  with  equal  fuccefs.  This  difference  in  the 
refult  feems  to  have  arifen,  on  the  one  hand, 
from  the  fpecific  itfelf,  and  the  manner  of  ad- 
miniftering  it  not  having  been  deferibed  with 
fufficient  care ;  and,  on  the  other,  from  phyfici¬ 
ans  having  deviated  too  much  from  the  practice 
of  the  fathers  of  medicine,  without  confidering  fo 
much  as  they  ought  to  have  done,  that  changes 
the  mod  favourable  in  appearance,  will  often 
render  remedies  of  no  ufe,  although  former  ex¬ 
perience  may  have  proved  them  to  be  poffeffed 
of  confiderable  efficacy. 

In  an  appendix  to  this  work,  we  find  two  par¬ 
ticular  receipts,  which  were  often  ufed  by  Ma¬ 
dam  Nouffer  in  worm-complaints.  Into  one  of 
thefe,  there  enters  a  confiderable  proportion  of 
ceruffie  or  white  lead.  To  this  formula  Doc¬ 
tor  Simmons  has  thought  it  right  to  add  a 
note.  «  The  obfervations  of  the  learned  and  in- 
€  genious  Sir  George  Baker,  Bart,  and  Do&or 
6  Percival,5  fays  he,  4  do  not  permit  me  to  give 
6  the  prefent  formula  to  the  Englifh  reader, 

6  with* 
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*  1 

€  without  cautioning  him,  at  the  fame  time,  a- 
c  gainft  the  ufe  of  it.  Ceruffe,  when  taken  in- 

i' 

6  to  the  ftomach,  will  be  liable  to  produce  the 
6  moil  deleterious  effe&s ;  and  the  dofe  of  it  here 
6  prefcribed  is  by  no  means  a  fmall  one,  the  Pa- 
c  ris  dram  being  of  feventy*two  grains. 5  For 
many  other  obfervations,  we  beg  leave  to  refer 
our  readers  to  the  work  itfelf,  which  contains 
eighty  pages,  feventeen  of  which  are  of  preface. 
It  is  likewife  enriched  with  three  very  accurate 
engravings  reprefenting  the  tenia  lata,  the  tenia 
cucurbitina,  and  the  male  fern. 

VI. 

Thoughts  on  General  Gravitation ,  and  views  thence 
v  arifing  as  to  the  State  of  the  U niverje .  ^to, 
London. 

IN  a  preface  to  this  Ihort  treatife  we  are  in¬ 
formed,  that  the  thoughts  it  contains  took 
their  rife  in  a  philofophical  converfation,  about 
the  beginning  of  the  prefent  year.  They  are 
(therefore  prefented  to  the  public  as  the  work  of 
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more  than  one  author.  And  they  are  intended 
to  draw  the  attention  of  philosophers  to  a  new 
and  curious  field  of  speculation,  and  to  promote 
a  fpirit  for  farther  refearches  into  the  grand 
fcheme  of  nature. 

The  authors  introduce  their  conjecture,  by  ob- 
ferving,  that  the  laws  of  motion,  with  regard  to  . 
all  bodies,  are  laid  down  by  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  in 
four  general  propofttions.  The  three  firfl  he 
kys  down  as  axioms  $  but  the  fourth,  commonly 
called  the  law  of  gravitation,  he  proves  by  a 
large  and  particular  induction,  founded  on  the 
phaenomena  of  our  planetary  fyftem.  And  the 
difcovery  of  the  law  of  univerfal  gravitation  will 
ever  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  nobieft  exertions 
of  the  human  faculties. 

That  gravity,  which  is  indifpenfable  to  the  con¬ 
dition  of  every  individual  world,  does,  in  reality, 
extend  to  the  gr  cate  ft  affignable  diftances,  is  the 
great  hinge  of  the  Newtonian  philofophy,  and  is 
therein  fully  evinced  by  the  mod  perfeCt  induc¬ 
tion.  The  authors  of  this  treatife  conclude, 
that  fech  an  extenfion  of  the  power  of  gravity 
is  incompatible  with  any  fyftem  of  bodies  in  a 
quiefcent  date.  For,  were  they  in  this  condition, 
as  foon  as  gravitation  began  to  aCt,  they  would 
t'..—  -  begin 
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begin  mutually  to  approach,  and  univerM  de« 
ftrudion  would  enfue.  c'  .  ;  ; 

In  confequence  of  an  admirable  contrivance, 
introduced  by  means  of  projectile  forces,  com- 

•  ‘  f  r  ■  r >  - 

bined  with  thofe  arifmg  from  general  gravitation, 

•,  v  '  /  V  {  ,  .  -  v  i  .  . 

the  planets  revolve  round  the  fun,  and  neither 

:  I  .  ■  ■  4 

have  a  continual  approach  to  it,  nor  to  each  o- 
ther.  Our  authors,  therefore,  conclude,  that  as 
gravity  is  effential  to  the  conftitution  of  all  great 
bodies  in  the  univerfe,  periodical  motion  mull  be 
necelfary  to  the  permanency  and  order  of  every 
fyltem  of  worlds  whatfoever.  And,  as  projedile 
force  is  fitted  to  counteract  the  tendency  of  ge¬ 
neral  gravitation  in  a  fmall  fyftem,  fo  they  con- 
jeaure,  that  it  will  have  efted  alfo  in  the  grand 
fyftem  of  the  univerfe,  round  whofe  centre  they 
fuppofe,  that  this  folar  fyftem  of  ours,  and  an  in¬ 
conceivable  number  of  others  like  to  it,  revolve 
according  to  the  law  of  gravitation.  On  this  idea,? 
in  place  of  apprehending  diforder  and  confufion 
from  its  general  influence,  it  leads  us  to  contem¬ 
plate  an  endlefs  number  of  harmonious  motions, 
all  of  which  loudly  proclaim  the  fuftaining  hand 
of  the  Deity. 

The  conjedure  thus  attempted  to  be  eftablilh- 
ed  by  reafoning,  is,  we  are  informed,  in  foine 

meafure 


78  MEDICAL 

meafure  proved  by  fa£ts.  For,  our  authors  ob- 
ferve,  that,  agreeably  to  what  has  been  faid,  cer¬ 
tain  proper  motions  of  the  (tars  begin  actually 
to  be  difcovered  by  the  nicety  of  modern  obser¬ 
vations.  Sirius,  Caflor,  and  Several  others,  are 
found  to  be  moving  through  abfolute  Space,  with 
incredible  velocity.  They  add,  that  the  whole 
fixed  ftars  of  the  firmament  are  fufpe&ed  to  do 
fo  by  the  firft  aftronomers  of  this  age.  And 
they  conclude,  by  faying,  that  pofterity  mu  ft  de¬ 
termine  how  far  the  obferved  laws  of  thefe  ce~ 
leftial  motions  fhall  favour  thefe  hints  of  one 
grand  univerfal  fyftem* 


SECT, 
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Medical  Obfervations . 


I. 

5T/fe  Hiflory  of  a  Cafe ,  z/z  which  the  Left  Arm  of  a 
Child  was  torn  off  by  a  Miln ,  without  any  fuc~ 
ceeding  Haemorhage .  Mr  James  Carmi¬ 
chael,  Surgeon  at  Port-Glafgow ,  communicated 
to  Dodor  Monro. 

OCTOBER  7.  1776,  a  healthy  girl,  three 
years  and  a  half  old,  was  entangled,  with 
an  apron  pinned  about  her  fhoulders,  by  the 
fpindle  of  a  barley-miln,  going  at  its  full  career, 
and  twilted  round  with  it  with  equal  velocity. 
The  father  did  not  perceive  her,  till  her  legs 

(truck 
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ftruck  him  behind.  He  inflantly  threw  the  wa¬ 
ter  off  the  miln;  ran  down  one  pair  of  flairs,  and 
removed  the  wedge  which  keeps  the  miln-flones 
affunder,  before  the  miln  coaid  be  fully  flopped. 
On  getting  back,  his  child  was  thrown  to  a  con- 
fiderable  diflance,  was  motionlefs,  and  the  left 
arm  tore  from  her.  She  recovered  a  little,  was 
fenfible,  and  fpoke  readily. 

In  iefs  than  an  hour  from  the  accident,  I  found 
Iter,  though  lofing  no  blood,  to  all  appearance 
dying.  The  extremities  were  cold;  pulfe  very 
low  and  tremulous  ;  convulsions  over  the  whole 
right  fide  of  the  body  and  face  ;  fymptoms  I  at¬ 
tributed  to  lofs  of  blood,  as  well  as  to  irritation 
on  the  fydem;  but  I  was  aflonifhed,  when  I  was 
told  file  had  not  loft  a  fpoonful  of  blood.  The 
left  arm  was  off  an  inch  and  a  half  above  the  el¬ 
bow.  The  flump  had  a  fhocking  appearance.  All 
the  foft  parts  were  mangled  and  torn,  and  (trip¬ 
ped  from  the  humerus  up  to  the  joint,  which 
was  in  view.  Several  lacerations  went  beyond 
the  joint,  through  the  mufcles  and  common  in¬ 
teguments.  The  body  of  the  deltoid  mufcle  was 
divided  up  to  the  clavicle.  The  pedloral  mufcle 
was  confiderably  injured ;  its  tendons  were  de¬ 
tached  from  the  humerus.  A  third  laceration 

»  *■ 
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Clretclied  backwards  and  downwards,  termina¬ 
ting  on  the  inferior  coda  of  the  fcapuia. 

\ 

In  this  alarming  cafe,  no  other  furgeon  at  hand* 
nor  any  proper  afliftant,  I  hehtated  to  attempt 
any  operation,  being  affraid  the  child  won  d  ex¬ 
pire  under  my  hands.  Certain  death,  however, 
feerned  the  confequence  of  not  doing  it.  1  there¬ 
fore  determined  to  take  off  the  remaining  purt 
of  the  humerus  at  the  joint,  and  to  leave  no 
more  of  the  mufcles  and  (kin,  than  barely  iuffi- 
eient  to  cover  the  glenoid  cavity,  dreading  the 
violent  inflammation-  which  would  enfue  upon 
parts  fullaining  fo  great  injury. 

Two  arteries  in  the  axilla,  which  were  diftinct- 
ly  felt,  were  tied.  The  capfular  ligament  wras 
then  divided  feme  length.  In  endeavouring  to 
difiocate  the  bone,  a  large  artery  fprung,  which, 
at  the  hrii  flitch,  was  taken  up,  juft  at  its  exit 
from  below  the  clavicle  :  No  farther  interrup¬ 
tion  happened  during  the  operation.  The  child 
fhowed  no  fenfc  of  pain.  TV  arm  wine  was  pour¬ 
ed  over  its  throat ;  and,  after  waiting  fome  time 
to  fee  if  all  the  blood-veffels  w7ere  iecured,  the 
wound  veas  dreffed  in  the  ufual  wray. 

d  he  child’s  right  leg  had  (truck  againft  the 
hopper,  a  large  wooden  box,  and  knocked  it  to 
Vol.  V.  No,  17.  F 
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a  diffance,  by  which  both  bones  were  fradlured, 
with  large  contufion.  The  eighteen  tailed  ban¬ 
dage,  with  long  fplints,  were  applied.  The  con- 
vulfions  abated,  and  went  entirely  off  in  four 
hours.  The  fymptomatic  fever  was  miider  than 
could  have  been  expedled.  The  wound  digeft- 
ed  well.  The  cure  was  compleated  in  little  more 
than  two  months,  the  child  enjoying  the  perfeft 
ufe  of  all  its  fenfes. 

It  is  evident,  the  axillary  artery  was  injured  a* 
bove  the  place  where  it  was  hrff  tied,  and  probably 
would  have  burff  open  very  foon,  from  its  giving 
way  upon  the  firff:  motion  induced  on  the  parts. 
The  uncertainty  how  high  fuch  injury  might  reach, 
was  the  reafon  why  the  artery  was  fecured  as 
high  as  poflibie.  This  laff  flich  was  gradually 
protruded,  till,  fome  days  before  it  came  away, 
it  hung  down  a  foil  half  inch  more  than  at  firff, 
which  can  only  be  accounted  for,  by  the  artery 
being  elongated  and  reproduced  fin  a  correfpon- 
ding  length. 

On  accurate  calculation,  I  found  the  fpindle  of 
the  miln  fly  round  140  times  in  a  minute,  when 
working  with  its  full  force. 

To  what  caufe  are  we  to  afcribe  the  total  ab¬ 
sence  of  haemorrhagy  in  this  cafe?  Will  the  con- 

torfion^ 
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forfions  and  convolutions  which  the  coats  of  the 
arteries  neceffarily  underwent,  before  a  folution  of 
continuity  took  place,  fufficientiy  account  for  not 
a  drop  of  blood  enfuing  on  this  divifion  ? 

There  was  no  hurt  on  the  part  of  the  arm  that 
was  torn  away:  At  the  point  of  feparation,  the 
foft  parts  were  cut  as  compleatly  circular,  down 
to  the  bone,  as  if  done  with  the  knife,  except  a 
large  nerve  which  hung  from  it,  four  inches  long* 
The  bone  proje&ed  very  little. 


iL 

An  Account  of  the  Effects  of  Electricity  in  removing 
a  fixed  Contraction  of  the  Fingers .  By  Dr  Alex- 
ander  Eafon  of  the  1 8 th  Regiment  of  Dragoons • 
Communicated  to  Dr  Duncan* 

A  Lady,  in  the  county  of  Corke,  had  the 
misfortune  to  break  her  arm.  In  the 
ufual  time  after  the  accident,  the  bandage  was 
taken  off,  and  the  arm  wras  found  to  be  perfectly 
ffraight  ;  but  her  fingers  were  {hut  in  the  palm 
of  tiie  hand,  and  could  not  be  ffretched  out,  or 

forced  open.  Stupes,  and  every  relaxing  method, 

F  a 
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Was  tried  ;  but  in  vain.  She  went  to  Bath,  had 
it  pumped,  and  rubbed  with  the  flime  of  the  wa¬ 
ter  ;  but  to  no  purpofe. 

About  ten  months  from  the  time  that  fhe  met 
with  the  accident,  fhe  came  to  Lifmore  to  vifit  her 
fifter.  As  flie  defpaired  of  ever  being  better,  fhe 
was  eahly  perfuaded  by  Mr  Eels  (an  excellent 
electrician)  to  try  an  eledlric  blow.  He  loaded 
his  bottle  pretty  highly,  and  difeharged  it  through 
the  courfe  of  the  flexor  mufcles.  In  a  moment 
the  fingers  few  open  ;  and,  ever  fmce,  fhe  has 
had  the  proper  ufe  of  them. 

In  this  cafe,  the  nerves  were  not  probably 
in  fault ;  and  the  ele&ric  fliock  feemed  to  act  like 
a  force,  by  d ifengaging  the  mufcles. 


III. 

The  Hijlory  of  a  Comm  free  Diforder ,  treated  by  the 
Ufe  of  the  Flowers  oj  Zinc •  By  Dr  Patrick 
Dugud,  Fhyfcian  at  Durham .  Communicated 
to  Dr  Duncan. 

ANE  H  ED  I,  E  Y,  aged  nine  years,  of  a 
relaxed  habit  of  body,  and  delicate  confti- 
tu.tion,  was  fuddenly,  about  two  years  ago, 

without*- 
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without  any  previous  indifpofition,  feized  with  a 
'■  violent  convulfive  fit  ;  during  which,  the  whole 
mufcular  fyftem  was  adeCted  with  irregular  fpaf- 
modic  contradlions.  Her  countenance  became 

4 

pale  and  contracted  ;  her  eyes  rolled  wildly  ;  the 
mufcles  of  the  mouth  were  thrown  into  a  convul- 
five  grin  ;  her  knees  were  alrnod  brought  to 
touch  the  fternum  ;  whilfi  her  feet,  with  the  toes 
difiorted  inwards,  feemed  to  reach  the  anus. 
Upon  undrefling  her,  there  was  obferved,  im¬ 
mediately  below  the  falfe  ribs  of  the  left  fide,  a 
round  and  circumfcribed  fwelling,  foft,  and  yield¬ 
ing  to  the  touch  ;  which,  in  this,  and  all  the  fub- 
fequent  paroxyfms,  no  fooner  began  to  diminifli, 
than  all  the  other  fymptoms  van  idled  ;  and  fire 
was  left  in  an  abfolute  date  of  dupefa&ion,  which 
generally  terminated  in  a  profound  deep. 

After  this  firft  attack,  which  laded  feveral 
hours,  the  fameferies  of  fymptoms  continued,  for 
fix  months,  to  return,  at  irregular  intervals,  three 
or  four  times  a  week.  About  this  time,  fire  was 

feized  with  a  fever,  which  had  aimed  proved-  fa¬ 
tal.  On  her  recovery  from  it,  die  paffed  three 

large  round  worms,  and  had  no  return  of  the  fit 
till  two  months  after,  when  they  again  attacked 
her,  with  all  their  former  violence  ;  and  increafed 
10  much  in  frequency,  that,  at  the  time  I  was  de- 
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fired  to  vifit  her,  (he  generally  bad  a  fit  every 
three  hours  ;  which,  however,  feldom  exceeded 
twenty  minutes  in  duration.  I  had  often  an  op** 
portunity  of  feeing  the  girl  under  the  paroxyfm, 
and  found  that  it  literally  anfwered  the  deferip- 
tion  given  me  of  the  fir  ft  attack.  I  was  informed 
by  her  friends,  that  ihe  was  naturally  a  girl  of 
great  fenfibility,  quick  conception,  and  a  reten¬ 
tive  memory ;  but  that  her  diforder  had  fo  much 
impaired  the  faculties  of  her  mind,  that  fhe  had 
forgot  every  thing  foe  had  formerly  learned,  and 
hardly  knew  a  fingle  letter  of  the  alphabet. 

As  the  girl  formerly  had  paffed  worms,  and 
continued  to  have  feveral  of  the  chief  fymptoms 
which  are  fuppofed  to  indicate  their  prefence  in 
the  inteftinai  canal,  viz.  foetid  breath,  hi  my 
'ftools,  grinding  of  the  teeth,  &c.  I  thought  it 
more  than  probable  that  all  her  complaints  origi¬ 
nated  from  this  caufe  5  and  therefore  judged  it 
proper  to  put  her,  for  lo  me  time,  upon  a  courfe 
of  anthelmintics.  But,  on  finding  that,  inflead 
of  alleviating  the  fymptoms,  they  evidently  ag¬ 
gravated  the  difeafe,  I  was  naturally  led  to  refer 
the  whole  phaenomena  to  a  peculiar  date  of  mo¬ 
bility  in  the  nervous  fyftem  ;  and,  as  the  higheft 
encomiums  had  been  lately  beflowcd  by  Gau- 

bius., 
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bius,  and  others,  on  the  flores  zinci,  in  fpafmo- 
dic  and  convulfive  diforders,  I  refolved  to  give 
them  a  trial.  And,  in  order  to  preclude  any 
chance  of  fallacy  with  refpedt  to  their  effe&s,  I 
laid  afide  all  other  medicines,  and,  on  the  24th 
of  July  1776,  prefcribed  the  following  Ample 
pill  : 

k  Flor.  zinc.  jfs. 

Extract,  gentian.  3 1 fs.  fyr.  zingib.  q.  s.  f. 
pilul.  No.  xxx.  quarutn  duas  fumat  omni 
m.  et  v. 

I  was  fent  for  in  the  afternoon,  and  informed 
that  fhe  had  fcarcely  taken  the  pills  half  an  hour, 
when  die  was  feized  with  a  fevere  headach,  ac¬ 
companied  with  reaching,  vomiting,  and  gripes. 
1  ordered  for  her  a  gentle  laxative  clyfler,  and  an 
anodyne  draught,  at  bed-time  5  and  was  told  next 
morning,  that  the  naufea  and  gripes  had  ceafed 
on  taking  the  opiate,  and  that  (he  had  fewer  fits 
in  the  night  than  ufual.  On  examining  the 
flowers  of  zinc,  I  found  them  very  ill  prepared, 
and  more  like  a  corrofion  of  the  zinc  than  a  true 
calx.  1  therefore  caufed  forne  to  be  procured, 
which  I  could  depend  on  as  genuine,  and  gave 
them  under  the  form  of  a  powder,  as  more  a- 
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greeable  to  the  girl,  who  had  a  difficulty  in  fwal* 

lowing  pills. 

Flor.  zinc.  gr.  xxiv. 

Sacchar.  alb.  3ifs.m.  s.  a.  et.  divid.in  dof.  xih 

Cap.  dofin  omni  m.  et  v. 

On  the  goth,  ffie  began  to  life  the  powders, 
which  fat  eafily  on  her  flomach ;  and  ffie  had  bn~ 
ly  taken  them  two  days,  when  the  return  of  the 
hts  became  fenfibly  lefs  frequent. 

On  the  4th  of  Augufr,!  defired  that  ffie  ffiould 
take  three  doles  of  her  medicines  every  day  5  and, 
from  that  period,  the  fits  began  to  diminiffi  fo 
fail  in  the  frequency  of  their  return,  as  well  as  to 
abate  in  the  violence  of  their  fymptoms,  that,  in 
lefs  than  a  week,  they  never  recurred  in  the 
night,  and  not  above '  thrice  through*  the  day. 
The  flatulent  fwelling,  (for  fuch  I  fuppofed  it  to 
be,)  formerly  offer ved  to  rife  in  her  fide,  be¬ 
came  fcarcely  perceptible  ;  the  mufcular  fyftein 
was  now  no  more  thrown  into  fpaflic  and  con- 
vulfive  motions  ;  nor  was  the  paroxyfm,  which 
had  affumed  the  type  of  a  common  fyncope , 
fucceeded  by  any  fenfible  degree  of  ftupor  or 
coma. 

On  the  mh,  her  medicine  was  increafed  to 
four  dozes  a  day  j-  after  which  the  paroxyfm 
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never  returned  oftener  than  once  in  the  twenty- 

,  ji  ■  9  J 

four  hours,  and  rarely  laffed  above  five  minutes. 
She  now  began  to  recover  the  ufe  of  her  reafon 
and  memory,  to  give  pertinent  anfwers  when  fpo- 
ken  to,  and  to  recoiled;  things  which  fhe  had 
learned  by  heart  two  years  before.  She  was 
now,  for  the  fir  ft  time,  allowed  to  go  abroad 
without  an  attendant. 

On  the  14th,  flie  began  to  take  gr.  xii.  of  the 
zinc,  and  had  not  any  return  of  the  fits  till  the 
morning  of  the  18th,  when,  on  being  hurried 
out  of  bed,  fhe  had  a  flight  paroxyfm,  which 

1 

only  lafted  about  three  minutes.  She  was  fen- 
fible  of  its  approach,  and,  whilft  it  continued, 
feeined  nowife  convuifed.  As  fhe  had  experi¬ 
enced  no  inconveniency  from  gr.  xii.  of  the  zinc, 
I  ventured  to  prefcribe  gr.  xv.  a-day,  which  was 
attended  with  fo  happy  an  effed,  that  the  fits 
entirely  ceafed  ;  but  fhe  continued  to  be  af~ 
feded  with  a  fudden  tremor  or  karting  every 
morning,  much  about  the  fame  time  that  Ihc  had 
been  formerly  wont  to  have  a  fevere  paroxyfm. 
Being,  however,  defired  to  take  every  morning  a 
a  dofe  of  her  medicine  before  fhe  got  out  of 
bed,  this  complaint,  in  a  few  days,  entirely  va- 
pifhed,  and,  with  it,  every  other  fymptom  of  her 
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dilbrder,  both  of  mind  and  body.  But,  as  the 
girl  was  naturally  of  a  relaxed  and  delicate  habit 
of  body,  I  thought  there  was  ftill  fome  reafon  to 
apprehend  a  relapfe,  and  therefore  recommended 
to  her  the  ufe  of  fea-bathing,  as  a  fafe  and  pow¬ 
erful  tonic,  and  well  calculated  to  remove  that 
conftitutional  irritability  of  fyftem,  which  feemed 
to  be  the  prima  mail  labes ,  and  proximate  caufe 

of  the  difeafe. 

In  the  latter  end  of  Auguft  fhe  began  to 
bathe,  and  perfevered  in  it  for  fome  weeks  $,  af¬ 
ter  which  fhe  was  fent  into  the  country,  where 
Ihe  (laid  near  two  months,  and  returned  to  town 
perfe&ly  well  in  every  refpect.  She  continued 
in  a  ftate  of  health  till  the  3d  of  December, 
when,  having  walked  out,  fhe  dropped  down  in 
a  violent  convulfion-fit  *,  and  was  no  fooner  out 
of  one  fit,  than  ihe  was  taken  with  another.  I 
did  not  fee  her  till  the  5th,  when  1  found  her  in 
a  fituation,  that  left  very  little  room  to  doubt  of 
the  event.  Her  pulfe  was  extremely  quick  and 
fmall,  and  intermitted  every  third  or  fourth  pul¬ 
iation  ;  her  looks  were  wild  and  ghaftly ;  her 
lower  extremities  were  become  paralytic  ;  fhe 
had  fuhfulfus  tendinum,  fingultus,  and  all  the 
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fymptoTS  of  an  approaching  cliffolution ;  which 
accordingly  happened  next  morning* 

Tho’  the  above  cafe  terminated  fatally,  it,  in 
my  opinion,  affords  the  mofl  convincing  proof 
of  the  powerful  and  falutary  effeds  of  the  flowers 
of  zinc  in  convulfive  and  fpafmodic  difeafes.  I 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  ufing  them  in  three 
other  cafes  of  this  nature  ;  in  two  of  which  they 
were  evidently  attended  with  conhderable  advan« 
tage  ;  but,  in  the  third,  they  entirely  failed. 


SECT. 


r 


MEDICAL 


SECT.  III. 


Medical  News. 

i  •'  :  £  '  !..• 


XXX>SXXXXXXXXXXXXXX:XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


TN  the  new  edition  of  the  Methodical  Intro¬ 
duction  to  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Phy- 
iic,  by  Dr  David  McBride,  lately  publifhed  at 
Dublin^  among  other  additions  which  may  be 
confidered  as  entirely  new,  is  a  cafe  of  Angina 
Pectoris.  This  cafe,  we  are  told,  was  communi¬ 
cated  to  Dr  McBride  by  Dr  Smyth  of  Dublin, 
who  (till  continues  at  the  head  of  his  profeflion  in 
that  kingdom  ;  a  ftation  which  he  has  defervedly 
held  for  near  thirty  years. 

As  Dr  Smyth  feems  to  be  the  firft  who  thought 
of  a  radical  cure  for  this  diftemper,  by  means  of 
iffues  and  alteratives ;  and,  as  this  practice  may 
be  inftrumentai  in  preferving  many  ufeful  lives, 
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we  have  little  doubt  that  this  cafe,  extracted  at 
full  length,  from  the  work  we  have  mentioned, 
will  be  acceptable  to  our  readers. 

“  A.  B.  a  tall,  well  made  man  ;  rather  large 
than  otherwife  ;  of  healthy  parents,  except  that 
there  had  been  a  little  gout  in  the  family  j  tem¬ 
perate  ;  being  very  attentive  to  the  bufmefs  of 
his  trade,  (that  of  a  watch-maker,)  led  a  life  un¬ 
commonly  fedentary  5  had,  from  his  boyhood  up¬ 
wards,  been  remarkably  fubject  to  alarming  in¬ 
flammations  of  his  throat,  which  feized  him,  at 
leafl,  once  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  ;  in  all  other 
refpe&s  well. 

In  1 767,  (then  48  years  of  age,)  he  was  taken, 
without  any  evident  caufe,  with  a  ludden  and  very 
difpiriting  throbbing  under  the  fternum.  It  foon 
afterwards  increaied,  and  returned  upon  him 
every  third  or  fourth  week,  accompanied  with 
great  anxiety  ;  very  laborious  breathing  ;  cho ak¬ 
in  g  ;  a  fenfation  of  fulnefs  and  diftenfion  in  his 
head  ;  a  bloated  and  flufhed  countenance  ;  turgid 
and  watery  eyes  ;  and  a  very  irregular  and  une¬ 
qual  pulfe.  The  paroxyfm  invaded,  almod  con- 
flantly,  while  he  was  fitting  after  dinner  ;  now  and 
then  he  was  feized  with  it  in  the  morning,  when 
walking  a  little  fader  than  ufual  ;  and  was  then 
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obliged  to  ftop,  and  reft  on  any  object  at  hand. 
Once  or  twice  it  came  on  in  bed,  but  did  not  o- 
blige  him  to  fit  up,  as  it  was  then  attended  with 
no  great  difficulty  in  breathing.  In  the  afternoon 
fits,  his  greateft  eafe  was  from  a  fupine  pofture  ; 
In  which  he  ufed  to  continue  motionlefs  for  fome 

m 

hours,  until,  quite  fpent  and  worn  out  with  an- 
guiffi,  he  dropt  into  a  Humber.  In  the  intervals 
between  thefe  attacks,  which  at  length  grew  fo 
frequent  as  to  return  every  fourth  or  fifth  day,  he 
was,  to  appearance,  in  perfect  health. 

Thus  matters  continued  for  more  then  two 
years  ;  and  various  antifpafinodics  were  ineffeclu- 
ally  tried  for  his  relief.  In  1769,  there  fuperye- 
ned  a  very  (harp,  conftriciory  pain,  at  the  upper 
part  of  the  fternum,  firetching  equally  on  each 
fide,  attended  with  the  former  fymptoms  of  anxi« 
ety,  dyfpnoea,  choaking,  &c.  and  with  an  excru¬ 
ciating  cramp,  as  he  called  it,  that  could  be  co¬ 
vered  with  a  crown-piece,  in  each  of  his  arms, 
between  the  elbow  and  the  wrift,  cxa&ly  at  the 
infertion  of  the  pronator  teres;  the  reft  of  the 
limb  was  quite  free.  The  fits  were  fome  times 
brought  on,  and  always  exafperated,  by  any  agi¬ 
tation  of  mind  or  body.  He  once  attempted  to 
ndc  o’horfeback  during  the  paroxyfm  ;  but  the 
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experiment  was  near  proving  fatal  to  him.  The 
difference  of  feafon  or  weather  made  no  impref- 
fion  upon  him.  Still,  in  the  intervals,  his  health 
was  perfectly  good  ;  except  that  his  eyes,  which, 
before  his  illnefs,  were  remarkably  ftrong  and 
clear,  were  now  grown  extremely  tender  ;  and 
that  his  light  was  much  impaired.  He  had  no 
flatulency  of  ftomach,  and  his  bowels  were  regu¬ 
lar. 

<c  In  this  fituation,  Feb.  22.  1770,  he  applied 
to  me  for  afliftance.  I  had  feen,  I  believe,  eight 
or  ten  of  thefe  frightful  cafes  before.  Two  of  the 
patients  dropt  dead  fuddenly.  They  were  men 
between  forty  and  fifty  years  of  age,  and  of  a 
make  fomewhat  flefhy.  The  fate  of  the  others  I 
was  not  informed  of ;  or,  at  leaft,  cannot  now  re¬ 
coiled. 

Having  found  the  total  inefficacy  of  blif- 
ters,  and  the  whole  clafs  of  nervous  medicines  in 
the  treatment  of  this  anomalous  fpafm,  I  thought 
it  right  to  attempt  the  correding,or  draining  off, 
of  the  irritating  fluid  in  the  cafe  now  before  us  j 
to  this  purpofe,  1  ordered  a  mixture  of  aq.  calc- 
mag.  c.  with  a  little  of  the  aq.  junip.  c.  and  an 
alterative  proportion  of  HuxhanTs  antimoniai 
wine  \  I  put  the  patient  on  a  plain,  light,  per- 
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fpirable  diet  ;  and  reftrained  him  from  all  vifcid* 
flatulent,  and  acrimonious  articles.  By  purfuing 
this  courfe,  he  was  foon  apparently  mended  ;  but, 
after  he  had  perfided  regularly  in  it  for  at  lead 
two  months,  he  kept  for  fome  time  at  a  (land.  I 
then  ordered  a  large  blue  to  be  opened  in  each 
of  his  thighs.  Only  one  was  made.  However, 
as  foon  as  it  began  to  difcharge,  his  amendment 
manifedly  increafed.  The  frequency  and  feverity 
of  the  fits  abated  confiderably  ;  and  he  continued 
improving  gradually  until,  at  the  end  of  eighteen 
months,  he  was  redored  to  perfect  health ;  which 
he  has  enjoyed,  without  the  lead  interruption,  till 
now,  except  when  he  has  been  tempted  (perhaps 
once  in  a  twelvemonth)  to  tranfgrefs  rules,  bv 
making  a  large  meal  on  falted  meat,  or  indulging 
hirhfelf  in  ale,  or  rum-punch ;  each  of  which  ne¬ 
ver  failed  to  diforder  him  from  the  beginning  of 
his  illnefs  ;  and,  even  on  thefe  occafions,  he  has 
felt  no  more  than  the  flighted  notion  of  his  for* 
xner  fuffe rings  ;  infomuch,  that  he  would  clefpife 
the  attack,  if  it  did  not  appear  to  be  of  the  fame 
dock  with  his  old  complaint.  No  other  caufe 
has  had  the  lead  ill  effect  on  him. 

tC  Though  rum  v/as  condantly  hurtful,  yet 

punch  made  with  a  maceration  of  black  currants 
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in  our  vulgar  corn  fpirit,  is  a  liquor  that  agrees 
remarkably  well  with  him. 

He  never  took  any  medicine  after  the  ilfue  be¬ 
gan  to  difcharge  ;  and  I  have  directed  that  it  fhall 
be  kept  open  as  long  as  he  lives.  The  inflam¬ 
mations  of  his  throat  have  difappeared  for  five 
years  paft  ;  he  has  recovered  the  ftrength  and 
clear  nefs  of  his  fight  ;  and  his  health  fee  ms  now 
to  be  entirely  re-eftablifhed. 

*  *  *  *  * 

Dodor  Macbride,  in  a  letter  to  Dodor  Dun¬ 
can,  gives  the  following  additional  obfervations  on 
the  angina  pectoris. 

Within  thefe  few  weeks  I  have,  at  the  defire 
of  Dodor  Smyth,  vifited,  three  or  four  times,  a 
very  ingenious  man  who  keeps  an  academy  in 
this  city,  of  about  34  years  of  age,  who  applied 
to  the  Dodor  for  his  advice  in  January  lalt. 

I  fhall  give  you  his  fymptoms  as  I  had  them 
from  his  own  mouth,  which  appear  to  me  to 
mark  his  cafe  to  be  an  angina  pedoris,  and  as- 
deplorable  as  any  that  I  have  read  of.  It  was 
ftrongly  diftinguifhed  by  the  exquifite  conftrido- 
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ry  pain  of  the  flernum,  extending  to  each  of  his 
arms5  as  far  as  the  infertion  of  the  deltoid  mufcles 
extreme  anxiety  ;  laborious  breathing  ;  Wrang¬ 
ling  ;  and  violent  palpitation  of  the  heart,  with  a 
molt  irregular  pulfe.  The  paroxyfms  were  fo 
frequent,  that  he  fcarcely  ever  efcaped  a  day, 
for  fix  or  feven  years,  without  one.  They  were 
ufually  excited  by  any  agitation  of  mind  or  body, 
though  flight.  He  had  clear  intervals  of  health 
between  the  fits.  The  diftemper  feemed  here¬ 
ditary  in  him,  as  he  fays  his  father  was  affected 
in  the  fame  manner  fome  years  previous  to  his 
death.  He  has  a  Wrong  gouty  taint,  which  ne¬ 
ver  fhewed  itfelf  iri  his  limbs  ;  and  he  has  led  a 
life  of  uncommon  fedentarinefs,  from  intenfe  ap¬ 
plication  to  mathematical  ftudies,  attention  of 
mind,  and  pafiion,  even  from  his  boyifh  years. 
Thefe  circumftances  may,  perhaps,  account  for 
his  having  been  taken  with  this  difeafe  at  fo  early 
an  age  as  feventeen, 

A  large  iffue  was  immediately  opened  in  each 
of  his  thighs.  In  a  month  afterwards,  he  began 
to  mend,  and  has  gone  on  improving  gradually. 
He  can  now  run  up  flairs  brifkly,  as  I  faw  him 
do  no  latter  than  yeflerday,  without  hurt;  can 
bear  agitation  of  mind  ;  and  has  no  complaint. 
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excepting  a  flight  oppreflion  of  the  bread,  under 
the  dernum,  which  he  feels  fometimes  in  a  mor¬ 
ning,  immediately  after  drefling  himfelf;  and 
which,  he  thinks,  is  brought  on  by  the  motion 
ufed  in  putting  on  his  cloaths;  though,  for  a 

"Y 

compleat  w'eek  preceding  the  day  on  which  I 
faw  him  lafl,  he  told  me,  that  he  had  been  en¬ 
tirely  free  from  all  uneafmefs,  and  was  exulting, 
that  he  had  not  had  fuch  an  interval  of  eafe  for 
thefe  lad  feven  years. 

Doctor  Smyth  alfo  fhewed  me,  in  his  adverfa- 
ria,  the  cafe  of  a  gentleman  who  had  been  under 
his  care  in  1760,  which  he  had  forgotten  when  my 
book  went  to  the  prefs,  and  which  he  was  re¬ 
minded  ot  the  other  day,  by  a  vifit  from  his 
patient.  It  was  a  genuine  angina  pectoris, 
brought  on  by  a  very  fedentary  life,  and  great 
vexation  of  mind,  clearly  marked  by  the  exqui- 
fite  pain  under  the  dernum,  that  extended  a- 
cutely  to  the  upper  extremities,  particularly  along 
the  left  arm,  together  with  the  other  fymptoms  of 
dyfpnoea,  anxiety,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  &c. 
recited  in  the  cafe  above.  The  diforder  went  off 
in  1762,  by  large  fpontaneous  difcharges  from 
the  piles,  but  returned  upon  him  feverely  in  1  765. 
Iflues  in  his  thighs  were  then  recommended  to 
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him,  but  not  made.  But,  whether  it  was  by  the 
perfuafion  of  fome  friend,  or  of  his  own  accord, 
he  went  into  a  courfe  of  James’s  powder,  in  fmall 
alterative  dofes,  combined  with  a  little  caftor  and 
alia  foetida.  This  he  perfifted  in  for  about  fix 
weeks ;  in  the  meanwhile,  he  had  large  acrimo- 

n'ous  gleetings  from  the  ferotum,  and  a  plenti¬ 
ful  difcharge  of  ichor  from  the  anus.  From  this 
time  he  began  to  find  his  complaints  grow  lefs 
and  lefs  diftreffmg,  and  he  has  now  been  totally 
free  from  them  for  fix  years  paft. 

Here,  then,  you  fee  a  perfe£t  cure  performed 
by  an  antimonial  alterative,  and  a  copious  dram. 
The  caftor  and  affa  foetida  could  have  no  (hare 
in  it ;  for  the  moft  powerful  nervous  medicines 
had  been  ineffectually  ufed  before  in  large  dofes, 
fo  that  the  fuccefs  and  efficacy  of  this  practice 
appear  to  be  now  fufficiently  eftablifhed. 

,  *  *  *  *  * 

Mr  Cruildhank,  in  a  letter  to  Doctor  Duncan, 
has  the  following  obfervations  refpeCiing  oliifi- 
cation. 

Doctor  Hunter  ufed  to  fend  round,  at  lectures, 
a  preparation  of  the  patella,  in  which  he  detnon- 
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ffrated,  that  the  offification  of  that  bone  began 
by  the  arteries  offifying  in  the  centre  of  the  car¬ 
tilage,  which,  in  young  fubjefts,  fupplies  the 
place  of  bony  patella.  I  have  profecuted  that 
fubjedt,  from  the  firft  appearance  of  offifying  ar¬ 
tery,  to  the  perfect  formation  of  the  patella.  I 
fuppofed  that  the  fame  thing  took  place  in  all  o- 
ther  bones,  and  accordingly,  have  made  prepara¬ 
tions  to  demonflrate  it,  in  almoft  every  bone  in 
the  body ;  and  can  ffiow,  that  offification  is  not 
only  begun,  but  carried  on  by  the  offifying  of 
the  arteries. 

*  *  *  *  # 

It  gives  us  particular  pleafure  to  be  able  to  a  - 
nounce  to  our  readers,  the  origin  and  progrefs 
of  efiablifhments,  calculated  for  extending  to  the 
indigent  thofe  bleffings  which  refult  from  the  me¬ 
dical  art.  Tfys  is  efpecially  the  cafe,  when  thefe 
eftablifhments  are  of  fuch  a  nature  as  muff  tend 
to  the  improvement  of  that  art.  And  fuch  muff 
be  the  confequence  of  every  inffitution,  which, 
while  it  furnifhes  the  means  for  the  removal  of 
difeafe,  to  thofe  whofe  narrow7  circuuiflances  can¬ 
not  afford  it,  at  the  fame  time,  leads  medical 
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practitioners  to  pay  minute  attention  to  faCts,  and 
to  record  them  with  accuracy  and  fidelity.  It  is 
with  great  fatisfaClion,  then,  that  we  can  now 
mention  the  progrefs  which  has  been  made  by 
the  Difpenfary  at  Kelfo.  We  obferved  in  a  for¬ 
mer  number,  that  fuch  an  eftablifhment  was  pro- 
pofed  at  that  place.  This  propofal  is  now  car¬ 
ried  into  execution.  And  it  has  received  the 
countenance  and  fupport  of  the  people  of  higheft 
rank  in  that  neighbourhood.  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Roxburgh  is  chofen  prefident,  the  right 
honourable  the  Earl  of  Hadington,the  honourable 
Mr  Bailiie,  and  Colonel  Pringle,  are  chofen  vice- 
prefidents.  Three  phyficians  have  undertaken 
the  conduct  of  the  medical  department,  and  are 
to  give  attendance  and  advice  without  any  ex¬ 
pence  to  the  charity.  With  fuch  fupport,  it  can 
hardly  fail  to  be  a  lading  bleffing  to  the  poor  in 
that  neighbourhood. 

Although  the  Difpenfary  which  has  lately  been 
eftablifhed  at  Edinburgh,  has  not  yet  met  with 
the  countenance  of  men  of  very  high  rank,  yet 
the  fupport  of  generous  and  humane  citizens 
has  made  fome  progrefs  towards  rendering  it  a 
permanent  infiitution.  And  the  happy  effeCfs 
of  which  it  has  already  been  productive,  will,  it 
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Is  imagined,  be  the  means  of  obtaining  fuch  aid 
from  the  benevolent,  as  will  perpetuate  and  ex¬ 
tend  its  influence.  Upwards  of  200  patients, 
whofe  cafes  were  either  of  fuch  a  nature  as  ren- 
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dered  them  improper  objects  for  adiniflion  into 
the  Royal  Infirmary,  or  did  not  require  confine¬ 
ment,  have  already  been  admitted  to  the  benefits 
of  this  charity  ;  and,  when  a  larger  fund  can  be 
procured,  it  will  be  much  more  extenfively  ufe- 
ful. 

A  lift  of  thofe  who  have  reaped  the  be¬ 
nefits  of  it,  will  foon  be  laid  before  the  public, 
exhibiting  a  view  of  the  commencement,  termi¬ 
nation,  and  event  of  each  cafe.  But,  befides  this, 
the  volume  of  medical  cafes,  felected  from  the 
records  of  this  charity,  which  we  formerly  faid 
was  preparing  for  publication,  is  now  in  theprefs. 
By  this  means,  thofe  medical  practitioners  who 
dedicate  any  portion  of  their  time  to  the  ftudy 
of  their  profeffion,  and  who  are  not  blinded  by 
narrow  minded  prejudice,  will  be  able  to  judge 
how  far  it  has  had  any  good  effeCt,  as  affording 
a  foundation  for  teaching,  and  even  for  impro¬ 
ving  the  healing  art. 
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We  hear,  with  fatisfa&ion,  that  a  fcheme  is  in 
agitation  for  eftablifiiing  a  Difpenfary  at  Dundee. 
And  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  example  which 
has  been  fet  by  the  people  of  highed  rank  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Kelfo,  will  be  followed  by  the 
great  and  opulent  in  that  part  of  the  country. 

.as 

The  expence  of  fupporting  an  hofpital,  where  pa¬ 
tients  mud  not  only  be  provided  with  medicines, 
but  with  lodging,  food,  and  proper  attendance, 
mud  neceffarily  be  great,  if  the  benefits  of  it  are 
to  be  extended  to  many  individuals.  But  the 
fihgle  objecl  of  furnifhing  them  with  the  mod 
effectual  remedies  for  the  removal  of  their  dif- 
eafes,  may  eafily  be  obtained.  Would  it  not 
then  reflect  honour  on  the  profedion  of  medi¬ 
cine  5  would  it  not  tend  to  the  improvement  of 
the  art,  if  the  pra&itioners  in  every  large  town, 
efpecially  iri  thofe  unprovided  with  hofpitals 

.  A 

where  there  is  an  eftablifhment  for  out-patients, 
were  to  ufe  their  endeavours  to  draw  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  great  and  the  wealthy  to  a  fpecies  of 
charity,  which,  perhaps,  of  all  others,  is  the  lead 
liable  to  abufe,  while  it  is  highly  advantageous  to 
fociety  ? 

4  ' 
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Do&or  John  David  Hahn,  profeffor  of  medi¬ 
cine  at  Leyden,  in  a  letter  to  Dodtor  Duncan, 
gives  the  following  intelligence  refpe&ing  feveral 
new  books  which  will  foon  appear  at  that  place. 

Venerabilis  nofter  Gaubius  curavit  nuper  edi- 
tionem  duorum  libellorum,  Gallice  fcriptorum  ab 
amico  fuo  illullri  Sanches  Archiatro  Rullico,  in 
quibus  valde  probahiliter  docetur,  luem  venere- 
am  non  ex  America  in  Europam  fuilfe  delatam. 
Si  nondum  ad  vos  pervenerint,  mittam  cum  aliis 
diflertationibus  prima  data  occafione.  Nonnulla 
teftimonia  quae  111.  Sanches  praetermifit,  fupplere 
audet  Cl.  Henllerus,  medicus  Altonenfis,  qui  in 
eo  eft  ut  verfionem  Germanicam  opufculi  Sanche- 
fiani  paret  et  notis  augeat. 

Schillingii  medici  Surinamenfis  obfervationes 
de  lepra  et  elephantiah,typis  Luchtmannianis  ex~ 
feribuntur  et  brevi  edentur.  Miferat  eas  ad  me 
auctor  jam  ante  biennium.  Curavi  eas  quoad  po- 
tui,  et  praefatione  comitabor  prodituras,  faciam- 
que  ut  ad  te  ocms  pervemant. 

Beerenbrockius  nofter  in  eo  eft  ut  verfionem 
Latinam  opens  Gulleniani  quam  Edinburgi  perfe- 

cit 
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cit  typis  Luzai  exfcribendam  curet ;  quo  in  nego- 
tio  ftrenuum  virum  quoad  potcro  adjuvare  ftudebo. 

c  ’  x 


*  *  *  *  * 


Archibald  Menzies,  Efq  ;  of  Culdairs,  one  of 
the  commiflioners  of  his  Majefty’s  revenue  of 
cuftoms,  and  one  of  the  truflees  for  improve- 

/ ,  ,  *  r  \a  :  ..  .  ..  ,  ,  ’  ......  w  •. 

ments  in  Scotland,  died  lately  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Edinburgh.  While  his  family,  friends, 
and  acquaintance,  are  thus  deprived  of  a  mod 
valuable  man,  Philofophical  Society,  at  the  place 
of  its  refidence,  has  loft  one  of  its  greateft  or¬ 
naments.  Improvement  in  fcience,  and  in  ufe- 
ful,  as  well  as  polite  arts,  had  been  the  great 
objedls  of  his  attention,  during  the  courfe  of  his 
travels,  for  feveral  years,  through  different  parts 
of  Europe.  And,  after  fettling  in  his  native 
country,  it  was  his  principal  aim  to  employ  the 
knowledge  which  he  had  acquired  to  the  benefit 
of  his  fellow  fubje&s.  But,  by  the  rapid  progrefs 
of  a  fatal  fever,  occurring  to  him  at  the  prime 
of  life,  his  country  is  deprived  of  many  advanta¬ 
ges  which  it  might  have  derived  from  him,  and 
friendlefs  merit  has  lod  a  heady  and  difinterefted 
patron. 
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JL  in  the  Linnean  method,  of  the  native  pia  its 
of  Scotland  and  the  Hebrides.  By  John  Light- 
foot,  A.  M.  re&or  of  Gotham  in  Notingham- 
fliire,  and  chaplain  to  the  Duchefs  Dowager  of 
Portland.  2  vols,  8vo,  London. 

Illuftratio  fyftematis  fexualis  Linnaei,  or  an 
illultration  of  the  iexual  fyitem  of  Linnaeus.  By 
John  Miller.  2  vols,  folio. 

A  philofophicai  elfay  concerning  light.  By 
Bryan  Higgins,  M.  D.  Vol.  I.  8vo,  London. 

Reports  of  the  humane  fociety,  inflituted  in 
the  year  1774,  for  the  recovery  of  perfo ns  ap¬ 
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parently  drowned.  For  the  year  1776.  8vo,  Lon¬ 
don. 

.  * 

An  eflay  on  the  theory  and  cure  of  the  vene¬ 
real  gonorrhoea,  and  the  difeafes  which  happen 
in  confequence  of  that  diforder.  By  John  An- 
dree,  furgeon  to  the  Magdalen  hofpital,  and 
teacher  of  anatomy.  8vo,  London. 

A  letter  from  the  celebrated  Doctor  Tiflot  to 
Do£tor  Zimmerman,  on  the  morbus  niger,  in¬ 
cluding  fome  oppofite  cafes,  equally  curious  and 
interefting.  The  whole  illuftrated  with  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  morbid  appearances  of  difle&ed  bo¬ 
dies.  Tranflated  from  the  French  by  John 
Burke,  M.  D.  8vo,  London. 

A  letter  to  the  Matter,  Wardens,  and  court 
of  A  Aidants,  of  the  corporation  of  Surgeons. 
By  a  member  of  the  corporation.  8vo,  London. 

Philofophical  tranfadions  of  the  Royal  Society 
of  London.  Vol.  67.  P.  1.  410.  London. 

Flora  Londinenfis,  or  plates  arid  defcriptiona 
of  fuch  plants  as  grow  wild  in  the  environs  of 
London,  with  their  places  of  growth  and  times 
of  flowering  \  their  feveral  names,  according  to 
Linnaeus,  and  other  authors ;  with  a  particular 
defcription  of  each  plant  in  Latin  and  Englifli. 

To 
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To  which  are  added,  their  feveral  ufes  in  medi¬ 
cine,  agriculture,  rural  ceconomy,  and  other 
arts.  By  William  Curtis,  demonftrator  of  Bo¬ 
tany  to  the  company  of  apothecaries.  Folio, 

^  ■  \ 

London. 

§  i  *  *  *  •  ,  ■  ■ 

A  compleat  treatife  of  electricity,  in  theory 
and  pradlice,  with  original  experiments.  By  Ti¬ 
berius  Cavallo.  8vo,  London. 

A  ftrid  and  impartial  inquiry  into  the  caufe 
of  the  death  of  the  late  William  Scawen,  Efq ; 
of  Woodcote  Lodge  in  Surry.  To  which  is  ad¬ 
ded,  an  account  of  accidental  poifons  to  which 
families  are  expofed,  with  their  antidotes,  under 
the  following  general  heads,  viz.  flings  and  bites, 
vegetables,  minerals,  fumes,  and  vapours.  By 
Dodlor  Ingram.  8vo,  London. 

Inflitutions  des  fourds  et  muetes  par  la  voie 
des  fignes  methodiques  ;  ouvrage  qui  contient 
le  projet  d*  une  langue  univerfelle  par  V  entre- 
mife  des  fignes  naturels  aflujettis  a  une  methode. 
1 2 mo,  Paris. 

■  ■  •  , 

Memoire  pour  fervir  au  traitment  d*une  fivre 

epidemique,  fait  et  imprime  par  ordre  de  gou~ 
vernment.  Par  M.  Maret,  Dodleur  en  medecine 
de  P  univerfite  de  Montpellier,  &c.  8vo,  Dijon. 

,  Obfer- 
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Obfervations  fur  la  nature,  les  caufes,  et  le 
traitment  de  la  maladie  epidemique  des  chiens. 
Par  M.  Fournier,  Dodeur  en  medecine  de  la  fa- 
cuke  de  Montpellier,  &c.  8vo,  Dijon. 

•*  i  *■  ■ 1 1  \  .  -  **  4,_ 

Defcriptiones  animalium,  avium,  amphibiorum, 

,  ,  .  ,  .4 

pifcium,  infedorum,  vermium,  quae  in  itinere 
Oriental!  obfervavit  Petrus  Forfkaal,  poft  mor¬ 
tem  autoris  edidit  Carften  Niebuhr,  4to,  Hav- 
niae. 

Flora  Egyptiaco-Arabica  Petri  Forfkaal,  edi- 
ta  a  Carften  Niebuhr.  4to,  Iiavniae. 

Catachifme  de  Fart  des  aceouchemens  pour 
les  fages-femmes  de  la  campagne,  fait  par  Fordre 
et  aux  depens  du  gouvernment.  Par  M.  Augier, 
du  Fot,  Dodeur  en  medecine,  &c.  i  2mo,  Pa- 
ns. 

^  f  '  \ 

Abrege  de  Fart  des  aceouchemens  a  Fufage 
des  accoucheurs,  des  fages-femmes,  et  des  meres 
de  famille  de  Montbeiiard.  Par  M.  Bardot  fils, 
Dod.  en  med.  confeiller  phyficien  adjoint  de  la 
principaute.  8vo,  Bafle. 

Le  medecin  miniftre  de  la  nature,  ou  recher- 
ches  et  obfervations  fur  le  pepafme,  ou  codion 
pathologique.  Par.  M.  Jofeph  Francois  Carrere, 
Cenfeur  Royal,  Dodeur  en  medecine  de  Funi- 

verfi- 
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verfitc  dc  Montpellier ;  de  la  Bociete  Royale 

des  fciences  de  la  meme  ville,  &c.  8vo,  Paris, 

*  «  * 

Differtationes  medicae  inaugurates,  quas  ex 
aucloritate  reverendi  admodum  viri  Gulielmi  Ro- 
bertfon,  S.  S.  T.  P.  Academiae  Edinburgenae 
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praefedti  ;  nec  non  ampliffimi  fenatus  academic! 
confenfu,  et  nobiliffimae  facultatis  medicae  de- 
creto,  pro  gradu  dodoratus,  fainmifqae  in  me- 
dicina  honoribus  et  privilegiis  rite  et  legitime 
confequendis  ;  eruditorum  examini  fubjecerunt, 
Prid.  Id.  Septembris,  1777. 

Edvardus  Stevens,  A.  B.  ex  India  OccidentalL 
De  Alimentorum  Concodione. 

Carolus  Webfler,  A.M.  Britannus.  De  Vafo- 
rum  fanguiferorutn  libramine. 

Francifcus  Hopkins,  A.  B.  Hibernus.  Dc 
Schirro  et  Carcinomate. 

1  .  *■  •  'i 

Jacobus  Proffer,  Hibernus.  De  Sanitate  ad 
longevitatem  tuenda. 

Alexander  Bertram,  Britannus.  De  Phreni- 
tide. 

Thomas  Nayfmith,  Britannus.  De  Rachitide. 

Henricus  Hafkey,  Britannus.  De  Ferro  ejuf- 
que  in  Morbis  curandis  Ufu. 
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Jacobus  Ford,  Anglus.  De  Fermentatione. 

Thomas  MacFarquhar,  Britannus.  De  Typhi 
Flavi  Symptomatis  et  Caufis. 

Columbus  MacQueen,  Britannus.  De  Muli- 
erum  Sanitate  tuenda. 

Thomas  Guppies,  Hibernus.  De  Hypochon- 
driafis  Caufis. 
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I.  . 

Medical  Infractions  towards  the  Prevention  and 
Cure  of  Chronic  or  Slow  Dijeafe j  peculiar  to 
Women.  By  John  Leake,  M.  D.  Phyjician  to 
the  Wejlminjler  lying-in  Hof  pit  al ,  &c.  Lon¬ 
don,  1777. 

*  V  A,  •  -  •  ’ 

A  Volume  of  Practical  Obfervations  on  the 
tfrzz/d’  difeafe j  incident  to  women ,  publifhed 
by  Dr  Leake  about  four  years  ago,  met  with 
a  very  favourable  reception.  The  Do&or  has 

H  2  thereby 
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thereby,  we  are  'told,  been  in  fome  meafure 
induced  to  favour  the  public  with  the  work 
at  prefent  before  us.  In  this  and  the  former  vo¬ 
lume,  he  obferves,  tho’  unconnected  with  each 
other,  is  contained  the  treatment  of  all  fuch  mala¬ 
dies  incident  to  women,  whether  acute  or  chro¬ 
nical,  as  are  molt  dangerous  and  difficult  or 

cure. 

To  examine  and  rejeCt  fuch  cuftoms  as  tend 
to  prejudice  the  under  handing  and  injure  health  ; 
to  point  out  the  dangerous  abufe  of  powerful 
medicines ;  and,  to  afford  women  an  adequate 

0 

idea  of  their  own  diforders,  as  well  as  the  moil 
gentle  and  effectual  methods  of  treating  them,  are 
the  intentions,  we  are  told,  of  thefe  medical  in¬ 
structions. 

Our  author  afterwards  obferves,  however, 
that,  although  this  work  was  principally  in- 
tended  for  the  female  fex,  yet  it  confihs  of 
fuch  doCtrines  as  he  has  advanced  in  his  public 
leCtures  on  midwifery,  and  adopted  with  fuccefs 
in  the  courfe  offeveral  years  practice.  He  thinks, 
therefore,  that  it  will  afford  ufeful  and  neceffary 
information  to  all  thofe  engaged  in  that  branch 
of  fcience,  or  to  fuch  as  defire  a  competent  know¬ 
ledge 
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ledge  of  the  female  conflitution,  and  the  true 
nature  of  its  feveral  difeafes. 

After  an  introduction  of  confiderable  length, 
we  are  prefented,  in  the  firft  book  of  the  work 
itfelf,  with  many  ufeful  obfervations  on  the  pe¬ 
riodical  difeharge  incident  to  women,  in  its  fe¬ 
veral  ftates  of  health  and  difeafe,  or  the  diffe¬ 
rent  diforders  that  commonly  arife  in  the  decline 
of  life  from  the  ceffation  of  that  difeharge. 

Dr  Leake  does  not  attempt  to  inveffigatc 
the  proximate  caufe  of  the  monthly  difeharge  if* 
women.  He  only  obferves,  that  the  fuper- 
fluous  blood  carried  off  by  that  evacuation,  is 
certainly  intended  for  the  fervice  of  the  child  ;  be- 
caufe,  both  with  pregnant  women  and  nurfes  who 
give  fuck,  the  menfes  are  naturally  wanting.  With 
the  firff,  they  are  confumed  by  the  foetus  in  the 
womb  ;  with  the  laft,  by  milk  drawn  from  the 
breads.  No  other  reafon,  he  obferves,  can  be  af- 
figned,  why  they  fhould  come  on  at  the  age  of 
maturity,  and  ceafe  in  the  decline  of  life  ;  or 
even  why  they  do  not  appear  in  the  infant  {fate, 
and  continue  periodically  ever  after  till  extreme 
old  age,  fince  the  ftructure  of  the  womb,  and 
diftribution  of  its  veflels,  are  nearly  alike  in  all 
’thefe  periods. 

,  H  3 
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Different  climates  have  very  different  effedis. 
Dr  Leake  obferves,  not  only  on  the  quanti* 
ty  of  blood  d  fcharged  at  each  return  of  the 
menfes,  but  on  the  appearance  of  that  dis¬ 
charge  at  a  more  early  or  late  period  of  life. 
And,  as  women  are  not  fuppofed  to  be  ca¬ 
pable  of  having  children  till  the  menfes  have  ap* 
peared,  the  Dodtor  in  this  manner  accounts  for 
the  women  in  fouthern  climates  beginning  to 
breed  very  early,  and  for  their  being  more  fruit- 
fui  than  in  the  icy  regions  of  Lapland,  where,  it 
is  faid,  many  women  menftruate  only  in  fummer. 

After  enumerating  many  of  the  fymptoms 
which  ufually  precede  and  attend  the  monthly 
difeharge,  and  having  given  directions  for  the 
management  of  women  at  that  period,  our  au¬ 
thor  obferves,  that,  for  fuch  as  menflruate  with 
difficulty;  it  is  proper  gently  to  open  the  body 
with  magnefia,  and  afterwards  to  take  an  ano¬ 
dyne  pill  every  night,  or  oftner,  if  neceffary,  and 
to  keep  in  bed  till  the  fymptoms  of  violence  are 
over. 

Dr  Leake,* when  treating  of  fuch  difeafes  as 
proceed  from  obftructed  menfes,  takes  particu¬ 
lar  notice  of  chlorofis,  and  obferves,  with  refpedt 
/  ,  to 
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to  it,  that,  as  young  females  among  the  lower 
clafs  of  people,  who  life  fufficient  exercife,  and 

*  •  •  »  '  :  ■  f  *  .  !  ■  '  ,  ,  \  v  .  .  f 

enjoy  the  frefh,  open  air,  are  feldom  vifited  with 
green  ficknefs,  it  may  reafonably  be  prefumed, 
that  it  often  arifes  among  thofe  in  a  higher  fta- 
tion  of  life,  from  the  want  of  thefe  common  be¬ 
nefits,  and  that  little  more  than  their  falutary  aid 
is  neceffary  for  its  cure.  He  infifts  much,  there¬ 
fore,  on  a  proper  attention  to  exercife,  air,  and 
diet,  which,  in  general,  he  fays,  will  efFedt  a  cure, 
if  perfiftedin  for  a  fufEcient  length  of  time.  When, 
however,  it  becomes  neceifary-  to  have  recourfe  , 

to  medicines,  the  effects  of  bark  are  particular- 

t  _  *4 

ly  extolled,  and,  together  with  it,  are  recom¬ 
mended  Bath,  Tunbridge,  Fyrtnont,  and  Spa 
waters. 

Among  other  remedies  prefcribed  for  obftruc- 
ted  menfes,  which,  in  general,  may  be  confider- 
ed  as  the  caufe  of  chlorofis,  are  cupping-glaffes  to 
the  infide  of  the  thighs.  Thefe  are  applied  with 
fuccefs,  we  are  told,  among  the  ladies  in  Portu¬ 
gal.  The  common  practice  of  giving  fteel,  mer¬ 
cury,  hellebore,  and  other  forcing  medicines,  in 
this  diforder,  is  greatly  condemned,  as  they  fre¬ 
quently  occafion  habitual  fpittings  of  blood,  which 
end  in  incurable  confumptions. 
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The  common  opinion,  that  an  obftru&ion  of 
the  menfes  is  almoft  the  foie  caufe  of  ill  health 
in  women,  is  confidered  by  our  author  as  very 
ill  founded.  He  looks  upon  it  to  be  much  more 
frequently  a  fymptotnatic  than  a  primary  difor- 
der  ;  and  he  obferves,  that,  as  an  ill  (late  of  health 
often  occafions  fuch  obftru&ions,  fo  the  menfes* 
like  other  evacuations  natural  to  the  body,  fre-' 
quently  return,  if  health  can  be  again  reftored. 

As  an  immoderate  difcharge  of  the  menfes  feems 
mod  frequently  to  proceed,  either  from  a  weak- 
nefs  of  the  uterine  veffels,  from  a  fharp,  thin 
blood,  or  from  fome  caufe  which  preternaturally 
increafes  its  motion,  thofe  things  which  give 
ftrength  to  the  folids,  and  balfam  to  the 
blood,  with  reft  of  body  and  mind*  are  more  e- 
fpecially  recommended  by  our  author. 

Dr  Leake,  when  fpeaking  of  the  ceffation  of 
the  menfes,  obferves,  that  more  women  die  a- 
bout  this  age,  tha$  at  any  other  period  during 
the  years  of  maturity.  For,  as  many  conftitu- 
tional  infirmities,  he  remarks,  are  relieved  by  the 
firft  approach  of  the  menfes,  fo  they  often  re¬ 
turn  at  the  collation  of  that  difcharge. 

To  alii  ft  the  conftitution  during  that  cri¬ 
tical  change  which  happens  at  the  ceffation  of 
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the  menfes,  and  to  compenfate  for  the  want  of 
that  long  accuftomed  difcharge,  bleeding  once  a 
month,  with  the  ufe  of  gentle  laxatives,  are  par¬ 
ticularly  recommended*  efpecially  in  ftrong  ha¬ 
bits,  where  there  feems  to  be  an  abundance  of 
blood.  ‘  The  patient  is  alfo  defired  to  leflen  the 
ufual  quantity  of  animal  food,  and  to  live  chiefly 
on  vegetables,  fifli,  and  fpoon-meats.  When* 
however,  the  patient  is  delicate,  fubject  to  a  fe¬ 
male  weaknefs,  night  fweats,  flulhings  in  the  face, 
and  he&ic  fever,  a  very  different  courfe  comes 
then  to  be  proper.  For  fuch  patients,  afles  milk, 
jellies,  and  raw  eggs,  are  recommended,  together 
with  a  moderate  ufe  of  old  London  porter,  or 
Rhenifh  wine. 

Should  the  bleeding  piles  appear  at  this  junc¬ 
ture,  ulcerous  fores  break  out  in  the  legs,  or  e- 
ruptions  on  the  fkin,  the  fir  it  ought  not  to  be 
reltrained,  or  the  laft  dried  up :  For  thofe  dis¬ 
charges*  under  fuch  circumflances,  are  generally 
critical ;  and  our  author  has  obferved,  that,  where 

they  were  fuddenly  fupprefled,  an  acute  rheuma- 
tifn,  hyflerics,  convulfions,  and  even  death  itfelf, 
have  been  often  the  confequence. 

Do&or  Leake  ohferves,  when  treating  of  the 
fluor  albus,  that  he  has  attended  more  patients 
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labouring  uuder  that  diforder  in  the  autumn, 

.  ,  .  4  V,  .'i  r  "  .  .  ■ 

than  at  any  other  feafon  of  the  year,  efpecially 
when  the  weather  has  been  uncommonly  moift 
and  cold.  Mod  of  them  were  cured  by 
change  of  diet,  an  increafed  perfpiration,  and  the 
proper  ufe  of  Peruvian  bark  with  aromatics. 
Several,  he  remarks,  who,  in  fuch  feafons,  esca¬ 
ped  the  diforder,  were  vifited  with  bad  colds,  a 
defluxion  of  rheum  on  the  throat,  or  a  diarrhoea, 
which  were  removed  by  a  fimilar  treatment. 

In  treating  of  fchirrus  and  cancer,  extirpa¬ 
tion  of  the  difeafed  parts  is  recommended  by 
our  author  as  the  only  remedy  to  be  depen- 
ded  on  for  a  cure.  When  that  operation,  howe¬ 
ver,  has  not  been  had  recourfe  to,  from  the  ob- 
ftinacy  of  the  patient,  or  other  circumdances, 
we  are  then  advifed  to  make  trial  of  palliatives. 
The  principal  of  thefe  are,  a  low  cooling  diet, 
blood-letting,  gentle  laxatives,  and  opiates.  We 
are  told,  too,  that  fuch  diforders  have  been  the 
better  of  bathing  with  the  juice  of  fea-wreck,  and 
with  a  weak  folution  of  fait  of  tartar  in  water, 
which  mud  be  ufed  milk  warm. 

Dr  Leake,  when  fpeaking  of  the  defcent  or 
bearing  down  of  the  womb,  entirely  rejedts  the 
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common  notion  of  its  proceeding  from  a  weak- 
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nefs  or  relaxation  of  the  ligaments  connected 
with  it.  The  greatefl  diforder  in  thefe,  could 
not,  he  is  convinced,  be  attended  with  fuch  an 
effect.  The  immediate  caufe  of  the  complaint 
he  attributes  to  a  preternatural  weaknefs  of  the 
vagina,  by  which  the  womb  comes  in  a  great 
meafure  to  lofe  its  ufual  fupport.  In  the  cure 
are  recommended,  confinement  to  a  horizontal 
pofture,  a  nourifhmg  diet,  Jefuit’s  bark,  with  o- 
ther  (lengthening  medicines,  and  aftringent  injec¬ 
tions. 

Peifaries,  which  are  the  common  remedies  in 
fuch  diforders,  we  are  dire&ed  in  no  cafe  whate¬ 
ver  to  have  recourfe  to,  as  they  never,  we  are 
told,  anfwer  any  good  purpofe,  and  frequently, 
by  irritating  too  much,  do  a  great  deal  of  mif- 
chief.  Among  other  inftances  of  their  bad  ef¬ 
fects,  there  is  one  mentioned,  in  which  the  pef- 
fary  was  obliged  to  be  extracted  by  the  anus,  af¬ 
ter  having  made  its  way  into  the  re&um.  This 
cafe  occurred  in  St  Thomas’s  hofpital. 

We  have  thus  endeavoured,  in  our  ufual  man¬ 
ner,  to  give  our  readers  as  clear  and  concife  an 
account  as  poffible,  of  the  mod  important  particu¬ 
lars  contained  in  this  firfi:  fix  fe&ions  of  this  work. 
But,  as  almoft  every  page  abounds  with  very  ma¬ 
terial 
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terlal  facts  and  ufeful  obfervations,  we  cannot, 
confidently  with  the  extent  of  our  own  under¬ 
taking,  attempt  to  abridge  the  remainder  of  the 
volume,  without  curtailing  the  different  parts  of 
it  fo  much,  as  might  occafion  fome  rifks  of  the 
author’s  meaning  being  mifunderflood.  We 
think  it  better,  therefore,  merely  to  enumerate 

t 

the  titles  of  the  different  fedions,  by  which  out* ' 
readers  will  fee  what  fubjeds  are  treated  of, 
and  any  who  would  wifh  for  farther  information 
xnufl  apply  to  the  work  itfelf. 

In  the  feventh  fedion,  the  author  treats  of  abor¬ 
tion  and  barrennefs,  and  gives  rules  and  cautions 
for  the  conduct  and  regimen  of  women  during 
the  feveral  flages  of  pregnancy  :  In  the  eighth* 
of  the  haemorrhoids  or  piles,  obftrudion  or  in¬ 
continence  of  urine,  flrangury,  and  ulceration  of 
the  bladder  :  In  the  ninth,  of  difeafes  of  the 
flomach  and  bowels  :  In  the  tenth,  of  nervous 
diforders,  hyfteric  affedions,  low  fpirits,  and 
melancholy :  In  the  eleventh,  of  confumption*  - 
or  inward  decay :  In  the  twelfth,  of  dropfy  :  In 
the  thirteenth,  of  difeafes  of  the  fkin,  and  of 
glandular  or  cancerous  fwellings  of  the  face,  neck, 
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mid  breads :  In  the  fourteenth,  of  the  influence 
of  the  paflions  on  the  body  and  mind,  and  effects 
of  climates  or  changes  of  weather  on  delicate 
conftitutions.  In  the  fifteenth,  of  the  falutary 
power  of  air,  diet,  exercife,  and  Ample  medicines^ 
in  the  prevention  and  cure  of  chronic  difeafes. 

There  is  likewife  a  fupplement  to  the  who!e? 
containing  inflrudions  for  thofe  who  confult  a 
phyflcian  by  letter,  together  with  feveral  Ample 
forms  of  medicines,  occafionally  referred  to  in 
the  work.  A  remarkable  fad  related  by  our 
author,  when  treating  of  confumptions,  we  can¬ 
not  avoid  mentioning,  as  it  fets,  in  a  very  ftrong 
point  of  view,  the  fatal  effeds  of  that  dreadful 
diforder. 

v 

By  the  London  yearly  bills  of  mortality,  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  number  of  thofe  carried  off  by 
confumptions,  makes  nearly  a  flfth  part  of 
the  whole  dying  by  all  difeafes  put  together. 
On  examining  the  feveral  bills  of  mortality 
for  the  laft  Ax  years,  the  proportions  flood  thus: 

Sum  total  of  deaths  from  December  1770  to 
December  1771,  21780,  of  whom  died  of  con¬ 
fumptions  4809,  being  more  than  a  flfth  of  the 
whole. 
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From  the  year  1771  to  1772,  total  of  deaths 
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26053,  of  whom  died  of  confumptions  5 1 7 9^ 

being  about  a  fifth  of  the  whole.  From  1772 
to  1773, tota^  °f  deaths  21656,  of  whom  died  of 
confumptions  2825.  From  1773  to  1774,  total 
of  deaths  20884,  confumptions  4242.  From 
1774  to  1775,  total  °f  deaths  20514,  confump¬ 
tions  4452.  From  1775  to  1776,  total  of  deaths 
19048,  confumptions  4508,  being  nearly  a  fifth 
of  the  whole. 

From  the  above  it  appears,  that  nearly  five 
thoufand  people  are  annually  cut  off  by  confump- 
tions  in  the  cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter* 
And,  our  author  obferves,  that,  on  a  moderate 
computation,  upwards  of  thirty  thoufand  people 
mult  die  yearly  in  Britain  of  this  deftructive  ma¬ 
lady.  Of  thefe  by  far  the  greateil  part,  we  are 
told,  are  women,  who  fall  victims  to  this  difeafe 
in  confequence  of  irregularities  peculiar  to  their 
fex. 
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Propofals  for  the  Recovery  of  People  apparently 
drowned.  By  John  Hunter.  F.  R.  S.  Vid. 
Philofophical  L1  ranfadlions  y  Vol.  LX VI.  part 
II.  qto,  London. 

"i  '  /  *  ' 

“^HE  obfervations  here  communicated  to  the 
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JL  public,  were  committed  to  paper,  we  are 
told,  at  the  delire  of  a  member  of  the  fociety,  late- 
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ly  eftabiifhed  in  London,  for  the  recovery  of: 
perfons  apparently  drowned. 

As  Mr  Hunter’s  ideas  on  this  fubjedt  differ 
confiderably  from  all  thofe  who  have  formerly 
written  upon  it,  in  order  to  their  being  more  clear¬ 
ly  underftood,  he  thinks  it  neceffary  to  fet  out 
with  dating  fome  proportions. 

Firft,  He  affirms,  that  while  an  animal  retains  the 
powers,  though  deprived  of  the  adfions  of  life, 
the  caule  of  that  privation  may  frequently  be  re¬ 
moved  $  but,  when  the  powers  of  life  are  deftroy- 
ed,  the  action  ceafes  to  be  recoverable.  Second- 
ly,  Mr  Hunter  confiders  part  of  the  living  prin¬ 
ciple  to  be  inherent  in  the  blood  $  for  a  more  par¬ 
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ticular  account  of  this  dodrine,  a  former  number 
of  our  Commentaries  may  be  confulted.  And, 
laftly ,  He  obferves,  that  the  flomach  fym- 
pathifes  with  every  part  of  an  animal,  and  that 
every  part  fympathifes  with  the  flomach  ;  there¬ 
fore,  whatever  ads  upon  the  flomach  as  a  cordi¬ 
al,  or  roufes  its  natural  and  healthy  adions,  and, 
whatever  affeds  it  fo  as  to  produce  debility,  has 
an  immediate  effed  upon  every  part  of  the  body, 
Befides  this  univerfal  fympathy  between  the  flo¬ 
mach  and  all  parts  of  the  body,  there  are  alfo 
peculiar  fympathies  ;  thus,  the  heart  fympa¬ 
thifes  immediately  with  the  lungs.  If  any  thing 
is  received  into  the  lungs,  which  is  a  poifon  to 
animal  life,  fuch  as  the  volatile  part  in  the  burn¬ 
ing  of  charcoal,  volatile  vitriolic  acid,  and  many 
other  well  known  fubflances,  the  motion  of  the 
heart  immediately  ceafes,  much  fooner  than  if 
the  trachea  had  been  tied  ;  and  from  experiments, 
it  appears,  that  any  thing  falutary  to  life,  applied 
to  the  lungs,  will  rcftore  the  heart’s  adion  after 
it  has  been  at  reft  fome  time. 

Violent  deaths  are  divided,  by  Mr  Hunter,  into 
three  kinds.  The  firft  is,  where  only  a  flop  is  put 
to  the  adion  of  life  in  the  animal,  not,  however, 
by  any  irreparable  injury  to  a  vital  part.  If  this 
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a&ion  be  not  redored  in  a  certain  time,  it  will  be 
irrecoverably  loft.  The  fecond  is  where  an  inju¬ 
ry  is  done  to  a  vital  part.  And  the  third  is  where 
abfolute  death  indantly  takes  place  in  every  part, 
as  is  often  the  cafe  in  flrokes  of  lightning. 

Now,  the  prefent  confideration  is,  which  of  the 
kinds  of  violent  deaths  does  drowning  come  un¬ 
der  ?  Mr  Hunter  thmks  it  comes  under  the  fird, 
and,  on  that  ground,  proceeds  to  confider  the 
fubjedt. 

The  lcfs  of  motion  in  drowning  feems  to  arife 
from  the  lofs  of  refpiration,  and  the  immediate 
effedts  this  has  upon  the  other  vital  motions  of 

i 

the  animal,  at  lead  this  privation  of  breathing, 
appears  to  be  the  firfl  caufe  of  the  heart’s  mo¬ 
tion  ceafing.  It  is  mod  probable,  therefore,  Mr 
Hunter  obferves,  that  the  refforation  of  breath. ng 
is  all  that  is  neceffary  to  redore  the  heart’s  mo¬ 
tion  ;  for,  if  a  fufficiency  of  life  dill  exdls  to  pro¬ 
duce  that  ededt,  we  may  tuppofe  every  part  e- 
qually  ready  to  move  the  very  mdant  in  which 
the  action  of  the  heart  takes  place,  their  actions 
depending  fo  much  upon  it.  What  nakrs  it 
very  probable  that  the  principal  effect  depends 
upon  air  being  thrown  into  the  lungs,  is,  that 
children  in  the  birth,  when  too  much  time  has 
Vol.  V.  No  x8.  I  been 
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been  fpent  after  the  lofs  of  that  life  which  is  pe¬ 
culiar  to  the  foetus,  lofe  altogether  the  difpofition 
for  the  new  life.  In  fuch  cafes  there  is  a  total 
fufpenfion  of  the  actions  of  life,  the  child  remains 
to  all  appearance  dead,  and  would  die,  if  air  was 
not  thrown  into  its  lungs,  and  the  fir  ft  principle 
of  a&ion  by  thefe  means  reftored.  To  put  this 
in  a  dill  clearer  light,  Mr  Hunter  gives  the  refult 
of  fotne  experiments  made  upon  a  dog  in  the 
year  1755. 

A  pair  of  double  bellows  were  provided,  con- 
flrudted  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  by  one  addon  to 
throw  frefh  air  into  the  lungs,  and  by  another  to 
fuck  out  the  air  which  had  been  thrown  in  by 
the  former,  without  mixing  them  together.  The 
muzzle  of  thefe  bellows  was  fixed  into  the  tra¬ 
chea  of  a  dog,  and,  by  working  them,  he  was 
kept  perfectly  alive.  While  this  artificial  breath¬ 
ing  was  going  on,  the  fternum  was  taken  off  fo 
as  to  expofe  the  heart  and  lungs  5  the  heart  con¬ 
tinued  to  ad:  as  before,  only  the  frequency  of  its 
addon  was  greatly  increafed.  Mr  Hunter  then 
flopped  the  motion  of  the  bellows,  and  obferved 
the  heart  become  gradually  weaker,  and  lefs  fre¬ 
quent  in  its  contraddon,  till  it  left  off  moving  al¬ 
together  j  but,  by  renewing  the  operation,  the 
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heart  began  again  to  move  ;  at  fir  ft  very  faintly, 
and  with  longer  intermiflions  ;  but,  by  continuing 
the  artificial  breathing,  the  motion  of  the  heart 
became  again  as  frequent  and  as  ftrong  as  before. 
This  procefs  was  repeated  upon  the  fame  dog 
ten  times,  fometiines  flopping  for  five,  eight,  or 
ten  minutes.  Mr  Hunter  obferved,  that  every 
time  he  left  off  working  the  bellows,  the  heart 
became  extremely  turgid  with  blood,  and  the 
the  blood  in  the  left  fide  became  as  dark  as 
that  in  the  right,  which  was  not  the  cafe  when 
the  bellows  were  working.  Thefe  durations  of 
the  animal,  our  author  remarks,  appear  exadiy 
fnnilar  to  drowning. 

When  afiiflance  is  called  in  foon  after  immer- 
fton,  blowing  air  into  the  lungs,  Mr  Hunter  ob* 
ferves,  may,  in  fome  cafes,  effed  a  recovery  ; 
but,  when  any  confiderable  time  has  been  loft, 
he  advifes  ftimulant  medicines,  fuch  as  the  va¬ 
pour  of  volatile  alkali  to  be  mixed  with  the  air, 
which  may  eafily  be  done,  by  holding  fpirits  of 
hartfhorn  in  a  cup  under  the  receiver  of  the  bel¬ 
lows.  And,  as  applications  of  this  kind  to  the 
olfadory  nerves  tend  greatly  to  roufe  the  living 
principle,  and  put  the  mulch  s  ot  refpiration  into 

adion,  it  may  probably,  therefore,  be  moil  pro- 
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per  to  have  air  impregnated  in  that  manner 
thrown  in  by  the  nofe.  To  prevent  the  ftomach* 
and  intedines  from  being  too  much  dibended  by 
the  air  fo  injected,  the  larynx  is  directed  to  be 
gently  preffed  againb  the  oefophagus  and  fpinee 

While  this  bufinefs  is  going  on,  an  affidant 
ihould  prepare  bed-cloaths,  carefully  brought  to 
a  proper  degree  of  heat.  Heat  our  author  con- 
fiders  as  congenial  with  the  living  principle  ;  in- 
creating  the  neceflity  of  action,  it  increafes  ac¬ 
tion  ?  cold,  on  the  other  hand,  ledens  the  necef¬ 
fity,  and,  of  courfe,  the  a&ion  is  diminifhed  ;  to 
a  due  degree  of  beat,  therefore,  the  living  prin¬ 
ciple,  he  thinks,  owes  its  vigour.  From  experi¬ 
ments,  he  fays,  it  appears  to  be  a  law  in  animal 
bodies^  that  the  degree  of  heat  Ihould  bear  a 
proportion  to  the  quantity  of  life  ;  as  life  is 
weakened,  this  proportion  requires  great  accu¬ 
racy,  while  greater  powers  of  life  allow  it  greater 

latitudes. 

After  theft,  and  feveral  other  observations  on 
the -fame  fubjed,  our  author  proceeds  to  more 
particular  direcfions;  tor  the  management  of 
drowned  people. 

If  bed-cloaths  are  put  over  the  perfon,  fo  as 
fcarce  to  touch  him,  beams  of  volatile  alkali,  or 
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of  warm  balfams,  may  be  thrown  in,  To  as  to 
come  in  contact  with  many  parts  of  the  body. 
And  it  might  probably  be  advantageous,  Mr 
Hunter  obferves,  'to  have  Reams  of  the  Tame 
kind  conveyed  into  the  ftomach.  This,  we  are 
told,  may  be  done  by  a  hollow  bougie,  and  a 
fyringe  ;  but  the  operation  fliould  be  very  fpeedily 
performed,  as  the  inllrument,  by  continuing  long 
in  the  mouth,  might  produce  ficknefs,  which  our 
author  fays  he  would  always  wifh  to. avoid. 

Some  of  the  warm  Simulating  fubftances,  fuch 
as  juice  of  horfe  raddifh,  peppermint  water,  and 
fpirits  of  hartfhorn,  are  directed  to  be  thrown 
into  the  llomach  in  a  fluid  Sate,  as  alfo  to  be  in¬ 
jected  by  the  anus.  Motion  pofiibly  may  be  of 
fervice  ;  it  may  at  lead  be  tried  ;  but,  as  it  has 
Id's  effect  than  any  other  of  the  ufuartly  prefcribed 
ftimuli,  it  is  directed  to  be  the  Taft  part  .of  the 
procefs. 

The  fame  care  in  the  operator,  in  regulating 
the  proportion  of  every  one  of  thefe  means,  is 
here  directed,  as  were  formerly  given  for  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  heat.  For,  every  one  of  them,  our 
author  obferves,  may  pofiibly  have  the  fame  pro¬ 
perty  of  deftroying  entirely  the  feeble  adtion 
which  they  have  excited,  if.adminiftered  in  too 
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great  a  quantity  ;  inftead,  therefore,  of  increa- 
fing  ana  flattening  the  operations  on  the  hrft  figns 
of  returning  life  being  obferved,  as  is  ufually 
done,  he  defires  they  may  be  leffened,  and  advi- 
fes  their  increafe  to  be  afterwards  proportioned, 
as  nearly  as  poffibie,  to  the  quantity  of  powers  as 
they  arife. 

When  the  heart  begins  to  move,  the  applies- 
tion  of  air  to  the  lungs  ihould  be  leilcned,  that, 
when  the  m nicies  of  refpiration  begin  to  act,  a 
good  deal  may  be  left  for  them  do, 

Mr  Hunter  abfolutely  forbids  blood-letting  in 
all  fuch  cafes  ;  for,  as  it  not  only  weakens  the  ani¬ 
mal  principle,  but  leffens  life  itfelf,  it  mull,  con- 
fequently,  he  obferves,  leffen  both  the  powers 
and  difpoiitions  to  action.  For  the  fame  reafon, 
he  is  a  gain  It  introducing  any  thing  into  the  fto~ 
inach  that  might  produce  ficknefs  or  vomiting  j 
and,  on  the  fame  principle,  he  fays,  we  ihould  a- 
void  throwing  tobacco  fumes,  or  any  other  fuch 
articles  up  by  the  anus,  as  might  tend  to  an  eva¬ 
cuation  that  way. 

The  following  is  a  defcription  of  inflrumerits 
recommended  for  fuch  operations  by  our  author, 

Firjl ,  A  pair  of  bellows,  fo  contrived,  with 

two  feparate  cavities,  that,  by  opening  them, 

when 
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when  applied  to  the  noArils  or  mouth  of  a  pa¬ 
tient,  one  cavity  will  be  filled  with  common  air, 
and  the  other  with  air  fucked  out  from  the  lungs, 
and  by  {hutting  them  again,  the  common  air  will 
be  thrown  into  the  lungs,  and  that  fucked  out  of 
the  lungs  difcharged  into  the  room.  The  pipe 
of  thefe  (hould  be  flexible,  in  length  a  foot,  or  a 
foot  and  a  half,  and,  at  leaft,  three  eighths  of  an 
inch  in  width.  By  this  the  artificial  breathing  may 
be  continued,  while  the  other  operations,  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  Aitnuii  to  the  Aomach  excepted, 
are  going  on,  which  could  not  conveniently  be 
done,  if  the  muzzle  of  the  bellows  were  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  nofe.  The  end  next  the  nofe 
fliould  be  double,  and  applied  to  both  no- 
ftrils. 

Secondly,  A  fyringe,  with  a  hollow  bougie,  or 
flexible  catheter,  of  fufficient  length  to  go  in¬ 
to  the  Aomach,  and  convey  any  Aimulating  mat¬ 
ter  into  it,  without  affecting  the  lungs.  Thirdly , 
a  pair  of  fmall  bellows,  fuch  as  are  commonly 
ufed  in  throwing  fumes  of  tobacco  up  by  the  a- 
nus. 

Mr  Hunter  concludes  his  paper  with  wifhing, 
that  all  employed  in  this  practice,  would  keep 
accurate  journals  of  the  means  ufed,  and  the  de- 
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gree  of  fuccefs  attending  them,  that  fads  might 

be  furnifhed  fufficient  to  allow  of  fuch  con™ 

\  * 

clufions,  as  may  hereafter  be  the  foundation  of  a 
more  certain  pradice. 


III. 


Andr  Weftphal  Dijfertatio  de  limitandis  Laudi - 


bus  Vomit oriorum  ad  curandas  Febres  Malig - 
nas,  V .  Sylloge  Seleciiorwn  Opufcuhrum 
argument  a  Medica  praciica,  Edid .  Ern.  Go- 
dolr.  Baldinger.  Vol.  II.  8vo.  Gottingae. 

—  EVERS  of  all  kinds,  but  more  efpecially 


thofe  which,  from  their  inveteracy,  are  com¬ 


monly  denominated  malignant,  have  at  all  times 
been  io  much  dreaded,  that  no  clafs  of  difeafes 
bas  ever  obtained  more  attention  from  medical 
praditioners.  Rut,  as  ail  fuch  diforders  may, 
and  frequently  do  proceed  from  very  different 
caufes,  very  oppofite  opinions  have  accordingly 
been  formed  with  refped  to  the  medicines  ufual- 
]y  had  recourfe  to  for  their  removal.  Thus,  by 
xn any,  emetics  have  been  thought  hurtful  in  fe¬ 
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brile  diforders,  while,  by  the  generality  of  prac- 

* 

titioners,  no  fet  of  remedies  have  been  fo  much 
extolled. 

From  Hippocrates  and  Celfus  downwards,  fe¬ 
vers  of  the  malignant  kind  have,  by  mod  writers, 
been  fuppofed  to  depend  upon,  or  to  be  connec¬ 
ted  with  a  morbid  date  of  the  primae  viae  ;  and 
for  this  reafon,  among  other  evacuants,  emetics 
are  very  commonly  preferibed.  Our  author, 
however,  is  of  opinion,  that  a  general  ufe  of  vo¬ 
mits  in  luch  cafes,  may  not  only  be  frequently 
unneceffary,  but  in  reality  is  often  prejudicial. 
Emetics,  he  obferves,  are  indeed  a  priori  indica¬ 
ted  by  many  of  the  fymptoms  of  fever,  particu¬ 
larly  by  naufea,  cardialgia,  foulnefsof  the  mouth, 
eructations,  &c.  Thefe,  however,  and  many  o- 
ther  fmular  diforders  of  the  bowels,  proceed,  he 
thinks,  more  frequently  from  a  fpafrnodic  affec¬ 
tion  of  the  ftomach,  than  from  any  morbid  mat¬ 
ter  contained  in  it.  If  this  be  the  cafe,  emetics, 
inftead  of  proving  ferviceable,  muff,  by  their  irri¬ 
tation,  he  fays,  in  general,  do  harm. 

That  luch  fymptoms,  he  obferves,  do  often 
occur  merely  as  iympathetic  affe&ions,  we  have 
frequent  opportunities  of  oblervmg  in  different 
difeafes,  but  particularly  in  calculous  diforders, 
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apoplexy,  violent  coughs,  hyfteria,  colics,  &c. 
And,  if  they  can  arife  from  fuch  a  caufe,  in  fuch 
a  variety  of  difeafes,  why  may  they  not,  in  the 
fame  manner,  occur  in  fevers  ? 

Among  the  feveral  reafons  given  by  our  au¬ 
thor  againfl  the  ufe  of  emetics  in  fever,  the  mod 
convincing  is,  that,  in  an  epidemical  malignant 
fever,  which  prevailed  in  Lower  Hungary,  vo¬ 
mits  not  only  proved  altogether  ineffe&ual,  but 
were  frequently  fo  far  detrimental,  as  to  be 
evidently  the  caufe  of  death. 

When,  from  a  patient’s  having  been  accuftom- 
ed  to  a  crude  vifcid  diet,  and  when,  from  other 
concomitant  circumftances,  the  ftomach  evident¬ 
ly  appears  loaded  with  putrid  bile,  or  other  vi¬ 
tiated  matters,  we  are  then  directed  by  our  au¬ 
thor,  inflead  of  having  recourfe  to  emetics,  to 
a  plentiful  ufe  of  diluents,  fuch  as  barley  water, 
deco&ions  of  althea,  bardana,  parietaria,  &c.; 
and  thefe,  we  are  told,  will,  in  general,  anfwer 
the  purpofe  better  than  more  direct  evacuants. 


IV  . 


COMMENTARIES, 


I4t 


IV. 

Experimental  Inquiries,  Part  the  Third ;  contain - 

ing  a  Defcription  of  the  Red  Particles  of  the 

\ 

Blood  in  the  human  Subject,  and  in  other  Ani¬ 
mals  ;  with  an  Account  of  the  Structure  and 
Offices  of  the  Lymphatic  Glands ,  of  the  Thymus 
Gland ,  and  of  the  Spleen .  Being  the  remain¬ 
ing  part  of  the  Obfervations  and  Experiments 
of  the  late  Mr  William  Hewfon,  F.  R.  S.‘ 
By  Magnus  Falconar,  Surgeon ,  and  Teacher  of 
Anatomy .  8vo,  London. 

R  Falconar,  in  the  preface  to  his  book, 
very  candidly  acknowledges,  that  he  has 
no  farther  merit  in  the  prefent  publication,  than 
making  known  to  the  world  fome  parts  of  the 
late  Mr  Hewfon’s  difcoveries,  which,  as  he  had  ne¬ 
ver  publiflied  any  account  of  them  himfelf,  might 
otherwife  have  been  loft.  And  there  can  be  lit¬ 
tle  doubt  of  Mr  Falconar’s  being  the  moft  pro¬ 
per  perfon  for  fuch  an  undertaking,  as,  from  his 
long  intimacy  with  Mr  Hewfon,  and  the  connec¬ 
tion  that  fubftfted  between  them  in  anatomical 
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fefearches,  he  had  thereby  not  only  many  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  making  himfelf  perfe&ly  acquainted 
*with  his  ideas  of  the  fubjed,  but  alfo  of  making 
and  repeating  many  of  the  experiments  relating 
to  it. 

As  in  the  hrft,  fccond,  and  third  volumes  of  Me¬ 
dical  Commentaries,  fome  accounts  were  former¬ 
ly  given  of  different  parts  of  the  difcoveries  con¬ 
tained  in  the  work  before  us  ;  it  is  not  now  in¬ 
tended  to  make  any  repetitions  of  thefe,  but 
merely  to  abftrad  fuch  parts  from  the  book  as 
have  not  been  already  mentioned. 

In  chapter  fecond,  Mr  Falconer  gives  a  very 
particular  account  of  the  fize,  fhape,  and  ftruc- 
ture  of  the  lymphatic  glands.  Each  gland,  he 
obferves,  is  a  congeries  of  tubes,  confiding  ©f 
arteries,  veins,  lymphatic  veflels  and  nerves,  con¬ 
nected  by  the  cellular  fu  bilance.  Glands  of  this 
kind,  he  remarks,  are  nowhere  to  be  found,  but  in 
the  courfe  of  the  larger  lymphatic  veffels.  Thefe 
velfels,  in  their  paffage  from  the  extreme  parts  of 
the  body  towards  the  thoracic  dud,  enter  and 
pafs  through  the  lymphatic  glands  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner. 

About  a  quarter  of  an  inch  before  a  lymphatic 
enters  a  gland,  it  divides  into  two,  three,  or  four 
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imaller  branches,  fometimes  into  a  greater  num¬ 
ber.  Thefe  enter  the  gland  at  the  part  farthefb 
from  the  thoracic  dud,  and  are  then  fubdivided 
into  branches,  as  fmall  as  the  ramifications  of  the 
arteries  and  veins  which  accompany  them  to  e- 
very  part  of  the  gland.  After  being  thus  mi¬ 
nutely  divided,  they  reunite,  and  gradually  be¬ 
come  larger  as  they  approach  the  oppofite  fide 
of  the  gland,  forming  three  or  four  branches, 
which  are  joined  by  other  lymphatics  that  arife 
from  the  cells  of  the  gland.  All  thefe  branches 
unite  together  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  from 
that  part  where  they  came  out  of  the  gland,  and 
form  a  common  trunk,  larger  than  that  below 
the  gland,  by  the  additional  lymphatics  it  receives 
from  the  cells  of  the  gland.  An  elegant  engraving 
is  given,  exhibiting  a  view  of  the  parts  now  de- 
fcribed. 

Although,  in  every  lymphatic  gland,  very 
fmall  cells  can  be  difcovered  by  the  inicrofcope^ 
thofe  appearances  in  fuch  glands  which  have  com¬ 
monly  been  called  cellular,  are  by  no  means,  of 
that  nature,  being  only,  our  author  obferves,  lit¬ 
tle  eminences  formed  by  the  bending  of  one  vef- 
fel  round  another.  On  cutting  into  a  frefh  lym¬ 
phatic  gland,  it  is  found,  we  are  told,  to  contain 
a  thickifh,  white,  milky  fluid  j  and  if  this  fluid 

be 
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be  carefully  wafhed  from  any  part  of  it,  and  the 
gland  then  examined  with  the  microfcope,  an  in? 
finite  number  of  very  final!  cells  are  obferved, 
which  cannot  be  difcovered  by  the  naked  eye* 

Mr  Falconer  adopts  the  opinion  of  the  late  Mr 
Hewfon  with  refped  to  the  ufe  likewife  of  the 
lymphatic  fyftem.  The  glands  he  confiders  as 
organs  intended  for  the  purpofe  of  fecreting  a 
fluid  of  a  particular  nature  from  the  blood  \  and 
the  lymphatic  veffels  he  looks  upon  as  fo  many  ex¬ 
cretory  duds.  In  proof  of  thisaffertion  he  obferves, 
that,  if  the  arteries  and  veins  of  a  lymphatic 
gland  have  been  previoufly  injected  with  a  colour¬ 
ed  fluid,  and  a  part  of  the  gland  be  then  viewed 
through  the  microfcope,  thefe  cells,  formerly  ta¬ 
ken  notice  of,  appear  extremely  vafcular.  And 
it  is  into  their  cavities  that  the  whole  fluid  found 
in  the  gland  is  fecreted.  This  fluid  is  abforbed  by 
the  lymphatic  veflels  which  arife  from  the  cells  of 
the  glands,  and  is  by  them,  in  common  with  the 
other  fluids,  carried  into  the  courfe  of  the  cir¬ 
culation.  The  lymphatic  veffels,  therefore,  which 
originate  from  the  cells  of  the  gland,  are,  in  the 
lymphatic  glands,  analogous  to  the  excretory 

duds  of  other  glands.  We  have  the  fame 
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proofs,  our  author  aflerts,  that  the  lymphatic 
glands  fecrete  this  white  fluid,  and  that  it  is  car¬ 
ried  from  the  lymphatic  glands,  by  the  lympha¬ 
tic  veflels,  that  we  have  of  glands  in  other  parts 
of  the  body  feparating  different  fluids,  and  having 
excretory  dudfs.  For,  if  we  cut  into  a  lymphatic 
gland,  we  find  a  white  fluid  ;  and,  if  a  ligature 
be  made  on  the  lymphatic  veffel  coming  from  that 
gland,  we  find  a  fluid  of  the  fame  kind  contain¬ 
ed  in  thofe  lymphatic  veflels.  This,  Mr  Falco¬ 
ner  obferves,  is  as  convincing  a  proof  that  the 
lymphatic  veflels  are  excretory  dudts  to  the  lym¬ 
phatic  glands,  and  as  fatisfa&ory,  as  that  the  he¬ 
patic  duct  is  the  excretory  dudt  of  the  liver.  We 
know  the  liver  fecretes  biie,  becaufe  we  find  it  in 
that  vifcus ;  and  we  know  the  dudtus  hepaticus 
is  its  excretory  dudt,  becaufe  we  find  bile  con¬ 
tained  in  it.  The  proofs  are  fimilar,  and  there¬ 
fore  equally  conclufive. 

Mr  Falconar  now  proceeds  to  give  a  minute 
defcription  of  the  fituation,  extent,  and  ftrufture 
of  the  thymus  ;  which,  as  it,  in  every  refpedt, 
refcmbles  a  lymphatic  gland,  he  confiders  as  a 
necefiary  appendage  to  the  lymphatic  fyftem. 
And  he  concludes  with  a  very  particular  account 
of  the  fituation,  fize,  and  ftructure  of  the  fpleen  ; 
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at  the  fame  time  that  he  mentions  a  number  of 
circumftances,  in  fupport  of  the  late  Mr  Hew- 
fon’s  opinion  with  refped  to  the  ufe  of  that  organ  ; 
viz.  that  it  is  a  vifcus,  in  a  great  meafure  necef- 
fary  fot  the  formation  of  the  red  particles  of  the 
blood.  But  an  account  of  thefe  having  been  al¬ 
ready  given  in  different  parts  of  our  Commenta¬ 
ries,  it  is  not  now  neceffary  to  enter  farther 
into  any  detail  refpeding  them. 


V, 


Dijfertatio  Phyftologica  Inaugur alls ,  de  Al intent  o- 
rum  Concoclione.  Audlore  Edvardo  Stevens, 
A.  B.  8vo,  Edinburgi  177 7. 

HE  ingenious  author  of  this  differtation 


JL  /very  properly  introduces  his  fubjed  by 
fome  preliminary  obfervations  on  the  qualities 
of  the  different  kinds  of  food  employed  by  man¬ 
kind,  on  their  drink,  faliva,  and  liquor  gaftricus. 
After  this,  he  proceeds  to  examine  the  different 
theories  on  which  authors  have  attempted  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  fundion  of  digeflion. 

The  different  dodrines  of  heat,  putrefadion, 
and  trituration,  having,  for  fome  time,  been  pret- 
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ty  generally  rejected  by  philofophers  as  ihe  cau- 
fes  of  digeftion,  our  author  does  not,  therefore, 
enter  fo  fully  into  the  confideration  of  them.  But, 
as  the  opinion  with  refpect  to  fermentation  being 
the  foie  or  principal  agent  in  that  operation,  has 
lately,  by  many,  been  admitted,  and,  as  Dr  Ste¬ 
vens  is  of  a  contrary  opinion,  he  therefore  ftates 
a  variety  of  objections  to  the  docfnne,  which,  to 
him,  appear  conclufive.  Among  other  argu¬ 
ments  made  ufe  of,  the  following  feem  to  be  the 
moft  remarkable. 

1/?,  Bones  and  other  hard  fubflances,  when  fty al¬ 
lowed  by  carnivorous  animals,  are  digefted  in  a 
much  fhorter  fpace  of  time  than  they  poftibly 
could  be,  if  digeftion  depended  on  fermentation. 

.idy  Carnivorous  animals  cannot  digeft  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  vegetables ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  thofe 
that  live  commonly  on  vegetables  cannot  digeft 
animal  food  ;  which  would  not  be  the  cafe  if  di¬ 
geftion  depended  on  fermentation. 

When  the  fign&of  fermentation  in  the  fto- 
mach  are  ftrong,  digeftion,  our  author  afferts, 
always  goes  very  flowly  on.  * 

From  thefe,  and  many  other  arguments  to  the 
fame  purpofe,  Dr  Stevens  concludes,  that  dige- 
Vol.V.  No.  18-  K  ft  ion 
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flion  does  not  depend  on  fermentation  ;  and  he 
afterwards  proceeds  to  the  confideration  of  ano; 
ther  dodrine  on  the  fubjed,  which  is,  that  di- 
geftion  depends  upon  a  folution  of  the  different 
articles  taken  into  the  ftomach,  effeded  by  means 
of  the  liquor  naturally  fecreted  from  the  coats  of 
that  organ. 

Independently  of  every  kind  of  reafoning  that 
might  be  employed  on^  the  fubjed,  Dr  Stevens 
refts  the  proofs  of  his  opinion  on  the  refults  of  a 
number  of  experiments,  which,  with  that  view, 
were  performed  by  him  at  Edinburgh  not  many 
months  ago. 

There  are  in  all  twenty-five  experiments  rela¬ 
ted  by  our  author  $  of  thefe  the  mod  remark¬ 
able  fhall  be  now  feleded. 

EXPERIMENT  I. 

He  provided  a  hollow  filver  globe,  com- 
pofed  of  two  hernifpheres  ferewed  together. 
It  was  divided  by  a  partition  into  two  cavi¬ 
ties,  and  perforated  by  a  great  many  final! 
holes  of  fuch  a  fize  as  to  admit  a  fmall  point¬ 
ed  needle.  Into  one  of  the  divifions  was  put 
four  fcruples  and  a  half  of  raw  beef,  and  into 
the  other  five  fcruples  of  raw  white  fifh.  In  this 
.Rate  the  globe  was  fwallowed  by  the  Hungarian 

who. 


COMMENTARIES. 


M9 


who,  not  long  ago,  amufed  many  people  in  this 
country,  by  his  fwallowing  a  number  of  large 
Hones.  The  globe  was  voided  in  about  twenty- 
one  hours  from  the  tune  it  was  fwailowed.  On 
weighing  the  beef,  it  was  fou  :d  to  have  loft 
thirty  grains  ;  and  the  fifh  was  not  fo  heavy  by 
tw o  fcruples.  Thole  parts  of  them  that  remained 
in  the  globe  were  much  fofter  than  before,  and 
did  not  emit  any  difagreeable  fmell. 

E  X  P  E  R.  III. 

&  y 

Sufpe£ling  that  a  total  dilfolution  of  the  fub- 

* 

fiances  of  Experiment  I.  was  prevented  by  the 
holes  in  the  globe  being  too  fmaH,  another  globe 
was  obtained,  with  a  number  of  holes,  each  large 
enough  to  admit  a  crow  quill.  Both  divisions 
being  filled  with  beef,  the  globe  was  fwailowed 
as  before,  and,  when  difcharged  at  the  end  of 
thirty-eight  hours,  the  beef  was  found  entirely 
diffolved. 

E  X  P  E  R.  IV. 

A  bit  of  raw  pork,  weighing  twenty-eight  grains, 
was  put  into  one  divifion  of  the  globe,  and  as  much 
cheefe  into  the  other ;  when,  at  the  end  of  forty-live 
hours  from  the  time  of  being  fwailowed,  both 
fubitances  were  found  perfectly  diffolved, 

K  2  EXPER. 
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EX  PER.  VIE 

The  fame  experiment  as  the  preceding  being' 
tried  with  apples  and  turnips*  both  raw  and  roaft> 
ed,  the  fame  appearances  were  alfo  obferved^ 
both  fubftances  being  entirely  diffolved. 

EXPEL  ¥IIL 

Several  grains  of  wheat,  barley,  and  rye,  were 
put  into  one  divifion  of  the  globe,  and  of  peas 
and  oats  into  the  other,  the  hulks  of  all  of  them 
remaining  entire.  In  this  hate  they  remained,, 
we  are  told,  a  great  many  hours  in  the  alimenta¬ 
ry  canal  ,  and,  on  being  difcharged,  no  fort  of 
change  could  be  obferved  on  any  of  them,  far¬ 
ther  than  that  the  peas  were  fomewhat  fwelied  in 
confequence  of  the  moifture  they  had  imbibed. 

EXPEL  IX, 

Into  one  divifion  of  the  globe  was  put  a  portion 
of  the  thigh-bone  of  a  dieep,  and  into  the  other  a 
piece  of  the  wing  of  a  turkey.  It  was  themfwallow- 
ed  by  the  Hungarian,  and  again  difcharged  at  the 
end  of  forty-eight  hours.  The  bone  had  loft  no 
part  of  its  weight ;  but  the  fkfby  part  of  the  wing 
was  not  only  diffolved,  but  the  ligaments  of  the 
joints  fo  perfectly  deftroyed,  that  the  bones  were 
found  entirely  feparated* 
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E  X  P  E  R.  X. 

The  intention  of  this  experiment  was,  to  diF 
cover  the  effects  of  the  gaftric  juices  upon  living 
bodies. 

A  leech  was  put  into  the  globe  with  fmali 
holes,  and,  on  being  fwailowed,  was  difcharged 
at  the  ufual  time.  On  opening  the  globe,  no¬ 
thing  was  difcovered,  excepting  a  dark  vifcid 
matter,  which  evidently  appeared  to  be  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  leech.  The  fame  experiment  was 
afterwards  repeated  with  the  common  earth¬ 
worm,  and  the  refult  proved  exa&iy  fimilar. 

In  a  note,  referring  to  thefe  experiments,  the 
author  obferves,  that  the  leech  was  probably  kil¬ 
led  by  confinement  before  it  w?as  difiolved. 

A  'number  of  experiments,  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe  with  thofe  enumerated,  were  intended  to 
have  been  made  by  our  author  ;  but  the  Hunga¬ 
rian’s  departure  from  Edinburgh  prevented  their 
being  put  in  practice  in  the  human  fubjedt.  In 

place,  therefore,  of  thefe,  the  following,  among 
others,  were  tried  on  dogs  and  other  animals. 

EXPE  R.  XIII. 

Four  ivory  globes,  with  a  great  many  fmali 
holes  in  each,  which  had  been  uied  in  fome  pre¬ 
ceding  experiments,  were  alfo  made  ufe  of  in  the 

K  3  prefent. 
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prefent.In  one  was  included  a  bit  of  mutton  weigh-* 
ing  fixteen  grains ;  in  another  the  fame  quantity 
of  boiled  fifh  ;  in  a  third  ^s  much  boiled  potatoes  5 
and,  in  a  fourth,  an  equal  weight  of  boiled  car¬ 
rots.  The  feveral  globes  were  then  given  to  a 
dog,  and  in  eight  hours  thereafter  he  was  killed. 
On  examining  the  ttomach,  the  ivory  globes 
were  found  greatly  changed,  and  fo  far  diffolved, 
and  the  weight  of  all  the  four,  which  at  firft  a- 
mounted  to  three  fcruples  and  fixteen  grains, 
was  nowr  no  more  than  twenty-one  grains.  The 
mutton  and  fifh  were  entirely  uigelled.  The  po¬ 
tatoes  had  loft  eleven  grains  5  but  the  carrot  was 
not  in  any  refped  changed., 

EXP  E  R.  XIV. 

Three  pieces  of  the  thigh-bone  of  a  fheep 

’  -i 

were  given  to  a  dog,  who  had  for  feveral  hours 
been  kept  from  food.  At  the  end  of  feven  hours 
the  dog  being  killed,  and  the  liomach  laid  open, 
one  piece  of  bone  was  found  to  have  loft  feven 
grams,  another  nine  grains,  and  the  third 
twelve  grains  of  its  original  weight.  The 
lots  of  i'ubttance  in  all  of  them  occurred  chiefly 
in  the  internal  furfaces  of  the  bones,  in  fo  much, 

that 
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that  their  feveral  cavities  were  evidently  enlar¬ 
ged  to  a  confiderable  degree. 

E  X  P  E  R.  XV. 

Ivory  not  being  found  fufficient  to  refill  the 
operation  of  digeftion,  cylindrical  tubes  of  tin 
were  prepared,  with  a  number  of  fmall  holes  in 
each  of  them.  To  a  dog  who  had  not  got  food 
for  twelve  hours,  four  of  thefe  tubes  were  given  ; 
in  one  was  contained  fixteen  grains  of  roafted 
beef,  in  another  as  much  veal,  in  a  third  the  fame 
quantity  of  tallow,  and  in  a  fourth  as  much 
wheat-bread.  The  dog  being  killed  at  the  end 
of  ten  hours,  the  beef  and  bread  were  found  en¬ 
tirely  dilfolved  ;  the  veal  had  loft  only  ten  grains, 
and  the  tallow  eight  grains  of  their  original 
weight.  The  tubes  were  not  in  the  lead  affec¬ 
ted.  r 

E  X  P  E  R.  XX. 

Four  of  the  cylindrical  tin  tubes  were  given 
to  a  fheep  \  the  one  contained  fixteen  grains  of 
raw  beef,  another  as  much  falmon,  a  third  the 
fame  quantity  of  turnip,  and  a  fourth  as  much 
potatoes.  On  opening  the  flomach,  fix  hours 
jifter  the  feveral  tubes  had  been  fwallowed,  the 
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fifn  and  beef  were  not  at  all  afFedted,  whilft  the 
turnip  and  potatoes  were  entirely  diffolved. 

The  fame  experiment  was  afterwards  repeated., 
with  this  difference,  that  the  feveral  articles  were 
af  boiled  ;  and  the  refult  was  exactly  fimilar, 
the  vegetables  being  entirely  digefled,  while  the 
animal  fubflances  remained  unimpaired. 

EXFE  R.  XXIII. 


A  piece  of  roafted  beef,  weighing  twelve  grains, 
was  put  into  a  phial,  with  half  an  ounce  of  pure 
gaftric  juice,  taken  trom  the  ftomach  of  a  dog 
that  had  failed  eighteen  hours.  Into  another 


phial  was  put  the  fame  quantity  of  beef,  with  half 
an  ounce  of  water.  Both  phials  were  then  placed 
in  a  furnace  heated  to  about  the  io2d  degree  of 
Fahrenheit’s  thermometer.  In  the  fpace  of 

i 

eight  hours,  the  beef  contained  in  the  phial  with 
the  gaftric  juice  of  the  dog,  was  entirely  diflob 
ved,  while  that  mixed  with  the  water  had  not 
iuffered  any  change.  At  the  end  of  twenty-four 
hours  both  phials  were  removed  from  the  furnace 
that  with  the  gaftric  juice  emitted  a  rancid,  pun- 
gent,  though  by  no  means  a  putrid  fmell  ;  while 
the  other  appeared  perfectly  putrid,  and  afforded 
a  very  ungrateful  fmell. 

Although 
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Although  the  phial  containing  the  beef  and  ga- 
flric  juice  was  very  diligently  attended  to,  yet  no 

air- bubbles*  or  any  other  fign  of  fermentation, 

/  » 

was  at  all  obfcrved. 


Thefe  appear  to  be  the  moft  material  experi¬ 
ments  enumerated  by  Dr  Stevens :  And,  from  the 
refultsof  which  he  concludes,  that  digeftion  is  nei¬ 
ther  performed  by  the  effects  of  heat,  trituration, 
putrefcency,  nor  fermentation  ;  but  is  folely  ef¬ 
fected  by  the  liquor  which  is  naturally  fccreted 
from  the  coats  ot  the  ftomach.  This  liquor*  our 
author  cbferves,  is  different  in  different  animals. 


and  is  probably  always  adapted  to  the  particular 
kind  of  food  intended  by  nature  for  the  nourifh- 
ment  of  each  diftind  lpecies  of  animals. 


VI. 


Dljjertatio  Inauguralis  Medica ,  exhibens  Obfer - 
vationes  Medico-pradicas  et  Chirurgicas *  Auc* 
tore  Joann.  Frid.  Wilhelm.  Nev.  Goettingae. 
1776. 


WE  are  favoured  by  the  author  of  thefe 
obi'ervations  with  a  collection  of  cafes, 

both 


MEDICAL 


t$6 

both  medical  and  chirurgical,  which,  in  the 
courfe  of  praCtice,  had  occurred  to  himfelf.  Such 
of  them  as  appear  mod  remarkable  {hall  be  here 
related, 

Haemoptyfis  Peruviano  Cor  the  fanata . 

Mr  Nev,  we  are  told,  was  himfelf  the  fubjeCt 
of  the  fird  obfervation.  Of  an  irritable  condi- 
tution  and  plethoric  habit,  and  having  been  fre¬ 
quently  liable  to  difcharges  of  blood  from  the 
nofe,  and  to  catarrhal  diforders  of  the  lungs,  he 
was,  at  lad,  in  the  year  1771,  feized  with  a  ipit- 
ting  of  blood.  This  fymptom  firfl  occurred 
when  on  horfe-back,  attended  with  &  violent 
cough  and  fevere  pain  of  the  fide  ;  and  to  thefe, 
fucceeded  heat,  third,  head-ach,  with  other  fymp- 
toms  of  fever.  By  the  ufe  of  blood-letting,  and 
cooling  laxatives,  the  febrile  fymptoms  were,  in 
due  time,  got  the  better  of ;  but  the  fpitting  of 
blood  dill  remaining,  with  a  view  to  its  removal,  the 
Peruvian  bark  was  at  ladrefolved  upon  5  and,  by  a 
continued  ufe  of  this  remedy,  fird  in  decoction, 
and  afterwards  in  fubdance,  the  diforder  was  not 
only  carried  off  for  the  time,  but  any  return  of 
it,  which  might  otherwife  have  happened ,  effectual¬ 
ly  prevented. 
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A  cafe,  in  many  refpeds  fimilar  to  the  above, 
is  afterwards  related,  in  which  the  ufe  of  bark 
was  l  ike  wife  attended  with  the  bell;  effeds.  A 
Woman  aged  32  years,  of  an  irritable  habit  of 
body,  laboured  at  the  fame  time  under  a  remit¬ 
tent  fever,  a  [pitting  of  blood,  and  profluvium 
menfium.  Laxatives,  nitrous,  and  other  colling 
medicines  having  been  prefcribed  with  no  ad¬ 
vantage,  the  patient  was,  at  laft,  put  under  the 
care  of  our  author.  The  conftitution  being  by 
this  time  greatly  impaired,  by  the  continuance  of 
the  diforder,  bark  was  immediately  ordered,  and 
with  fuch  fingular  good  effects,  that,  in  the  courfe 

of  a  few  weeks,  a  perfed  cure  was  obtained. 

Febris  intermittens  tertiana ,  cum  Amauroji ,  Cortice 

Feruviano  Janata . 

1  '  | 

An  old  man  aged  75,  of  a  plump  robufi  habit, 
was  felzed,  about  the  vernal  equinox,  with  a  re¬ 
mittent  fever,  which,  together  with  the  ufual 

fymptoms  of  fuch  diforders,  was  likewife  attend¬ 
ed  with  blindnefs.  Emetics,  laxatives,  and  cha¬ 
momile  bitters,  were  all  prefcribed,  but  with  no 
advantage;  the  diforder,  however,  was  entirely  got 
the  better  of  by  the  ufe  of  Peruvian  bark,  conjoined 
with  valerian.  Another  inftance  is  related  by 
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our  author,  of  a  quartan  intermittent,  with  a  con¬ 
comitant  amaurofis,  both  cured  by  Peruvian 
bark, 

Singultus  Gortice  P eruviano  fublatus , 

A  man  aged  44  years,  who  had  been  much 
given  to  drink,  became  frequently  liable  to  vio¬ 
lent  hiccough,  on  any  thing  cold  being  received 
•into  the  ftomach,  Opiates,  and  all  the  ufual  re¬ 
medies,  v/ere  prefcribed,  but  with  no  great  advan¬ 
tage  ;  and,  at  length,  our  author,  >  ceding  up- 
pon  the  great  efficacy  of  bark  in  all  fuch  cafes 
as  appear  to  be  attended  with  irritability  of  the 
nerves,  was,  in  this  cafe,  hkewife  induced  to  have 
recourfe  to  it.  Six  drams  of  the  medicine  were 
exhibited  daily,  and,  in  the  (pace  of  three  weeks*, 
a  perfed  cure  was  obtained. 

Mania  Tartaro  tarlarifato  Janata . 

Mr  Nev  was  called  to  a  man  of  a  frender  make, 
when  in  the  44th  year  of  his  age,  who,  about  ten 
years  before,  had  been  feized  with  mania.  He  im¬ 
mediately  lufpeded  that  the  difeafe  arofe  either 
from  fome  obftrudions  in  the  liver,  or  from  a 
vitiated  date  of  the  bile,  the  belly  being  remark¬ 
ably 
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ably  coflive,  the  praecordium  hard,  and  the  coun¬ 
tenance  tinged  with  a  yellow  hue.  The  patient 
was  put  uponacourle  oftartarustartarifatus,  diffol- 
ved  in  penny-royal  water,  with  an  equal  quanti¬ 
ty  of  honey ;  in  lefs  than  three  months,  a  com¬ 
plete  and  permanent  cure  was  obtained. 

In  the  following  year,  a  umilar  cafe  to  the  a- 
bove  occurred,  we  are  informed,  to  our  author^ 
and  the  fame  remedy  was  again  prefcribed,  with 
equally  good  efFefh 

Tumor  es  Scrophulofi  Tartaro  tartarifato  refoluti. 

The  fubjefl  of  this  cafe  was  a  man  of  thirty- 
eight  years  old,  who,  for  a  confiderable  time,  had 
laboured  under  fcrophulous  indurations  in  the 
fubmaxillary  and  parotid  glands.  A  variety  of 
remedies  were  employed,  particularly  mercury 
in  different  forms,  and  Peruvian  bark ;  dif¬ 
ferent  external  applications  were  alfo  prefcribed  ^ 
but,  during  the  ufe  of  thefe,  the  diforder,  inftead 
of  yielding,  feemed  rather  to  gain  ground,  and 
the  patient’s  conhitution  became  greatly  impair¬ 
ed. 

In  this  fituation,  a  courfe  of  tartarized  tartar 
was  ordered,  which,  in  the  fpace  of  four  months,, 
net  only  effected  a  diminution  of  the  feveral 

fwellings3 
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fwellings,  but  alfo  a  total  re-eftablifhment  of  the 
patient’s  health  and  ftrength. 

Caries  OJJiurn  Mer curio  fublimato  corrofvw  Jana- 
ta . 

There  are  four  different  cafes  of  obftinate  ul« 
cers  here  related  by  our  author,  in  three  of  which 
carious  bones  likewife  took  place.  After  all  the 
ufual  remedies  both  external  and  internal  had 
been  prefcribed  with  no  advantage,  cures  in  all 
of  them  were  obtained,  by  a  continued  ufe  of  the 
folution  of  corrofive  fublimate,  in  the  form  re* 
comended  by  Van  Swieten. 
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Medical  Obfervations . 


I. 

The  Hiflory  of  two  Cafes  from  the  poifonous  Effects 
of  the  Seeds  of  the  \ Ihorn  Apple ,  communicated 
to  Dr  Duncan  by  Mr  Thomas  Fowler,  Member 
of  the  Medical  Society  of  Edinburgh . 

AT  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning,  0£tober 
1 2th  1777, 1  was  fent  for  by  one  of  the  two 
well  known  charitable  ladies  near  the  Abbey,  E- 
dinburgh,  to  fee  V  argaret  Shaw,  daughter  of 
Andrew  Shaw  itarch  maker  in  that  neighbour¬ 
hood. 

She  was  near  fix  years  of  age,  and  of  a  heal- 
ithy  conftitution.  1  found,  upon  inquiry,  that, 
between  twelve  and  one  o’clock  the  aay  before, 

file 
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Ihe  had,  from  a  childifh  difpofition,  (wallowed 
three  fourth  parts  of  the  feeds  of  a  frelh,  ripe, 
middle  fized  thorn  apple,  the  Stramonium  of  the 
Edinburgh  Difpenfatory,  and  the  Datura  ftra- 
monium  of  Linnaeus. 

About  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  (he  be¬ 
gan  to  look  (tupid,  feemed  to  forget  herfelf,  and 
gave  incoherent  anfwers.  At  three  o’clock  they 
gave  her  fome  bread  and  milk,  which  (he  attempt¬ 
ed  to  (wallow,  but  could  not ;  upon  which  they 
laid  her  down  upon  the  bed,  where  (he  feemed 
to  deep  for  about  half  an  hour  j  out,  when  (he 
awaked,  her  belly,  tongue,  face,  and  eyes,  were 
obvioufly  fweiled,  and  the  two  latter  were  alfo 
very  red.  fThefe  (aft  fymptoms  abated  about  fix 
o’clock  y  but,  (rom  half  pad  thiec  till  (even,  (lie 
feemed  to  fit  like  a  perfeft  idiot. 

About  feven  o’clock  (he  feemed  to  have  a  mo¬ 
tion  to  (tool,  and  paffed  a  living  lumbricus  teres, 
14  inches  long,  with  a  little  water,  but  without 
any  foeces,  or  relief  of  (ymptoms ;  for,  foon  af¬ 
ter,  (he  began  to  grow  worfe,  biting  a  man’s 
hand,  fometimes  crying  out  that  (he  faw  cats, 
dogs,  and  rabbits,  at  the  top,  (ides,  and  middle 
of  tHe  room  5  at  other  times,  with  gteat  eager- 

nefs3  catching  at  imaginary  objects  with  her 

:  hands*, 
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hands,  and  declaring  that  {he  faw  many  people 
who  were  not  prefent.  She  fuffered  a  continu¬ 
ance  of  thefe  fymptoms  with  little  variation,  and 
totally  without  reft,  from  eight  o’clock  in  the  e- 
vening  till  fix  o’clock  this  morning,  being  all 
that  time  reftrained  in  bed  by  force  in  a  raving 
and  maniacal  ftate. 

At  half  paft  eight  laft  night,  {he  took  about 
half  an  ounce  of  ipecacuan  wine,  and,  about  naif 
an  hour  after,  that  not  operating,  the  parents 
were  advifed  by  the  lady  already  mentioned  to  give 
her  about  eight  grains  of  powder  of  ipecacuan  ; 
but  they,  imprudently,  only  gave  the  child  half 
that  quantity  ;  fo  that  neither  of  them  produced 
any  fenfible  operation.  Towards  morning  fhe 
had  a  fmall  coftive  ftooh  About  eight  o’clock 
ihe  drank  near  an  Enghfti  pint  of  milk,  and  was 
become  fomewhat  more  compofed,  but  ftill  not 
rational. 

At  nine,  (the  time  at  which  I  fir  ft  faw  her) 
I  found  her  a  little  come  to  herfelf,  but  ftill 
frequently  incoherent,  and  looking  rather  ftupid. 
Her  pulfe  was  about  ioo  ftrokes  in  a  minute, 
and  her  breathing  not  difficult.  I  gave  her 
immediately  a  powder,  compofed  of  four 
grains  of  calomel  and  eight  of  jalap,  as  an 
.  Vol.  V.  No.  18.  L  evacuant^ 
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evacuant,  and  in  half  an  hour’s  time  it  made 
her  throw  up  once  very  freely;  upon  which  fhe 
immediately  fell  into  a  found  deep,  and  did  not 
awake  til!  near  one  o’clock,  when  fhe  was  per¬ 
fectly  fenfible  and  co  npofed,  and  made  no  com- 
pla  nt  but  of  a  pain  of  her  head. 

October  13.  The  purgative  feemed  to  operate 
freely  yederday  afternoon.  She  had  three  loofe 
ftools  bt  lore  five  o’clock,  two  more  in  the  night, 
and  four  or  five  to-day.  Since  the  operation, 
fhe  has  had  a  tolerable  appetite,  llept  well,  and 
has  no  complaint  but  the  remains  of  the  head- 
ach.  Pulfe  p6. 

October  15.  The  remains  of  the  head-ach 
went  off  yeflerday,  and  fhe  is  now  entirely  free 
from  complaints. 

%  #  *  % 

October  12.  1777.  Grizzle  Bruce,  near  the 
Abbey,  aged  nine,  in  a  good  date  of  health, 
alfo  {wallowed  one-fourth  part  of  the  feeds  of  a 
thorn  apple,  along  with  the  former  patient,  Mar¬ 
garet  .‘‘-haw,  being  play- fellows  ;  but  was  not  at 
fill  affected  with  either  idiotifm  or  mania. 


About 
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About  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  flic 
found  herfelf  affe&ed  with  confiderable  head- 
ach,  and  a  hiccup  and  fweiling  of  her  face ;  but 
thefe  fymptoms  went  off  by  the  ufual  time  of  go¬ 
ing  to  bed  ;  neverthelefs  fhe  had  but  a  troubie- 
fome  night,  awaking  three  or  four  times  with 
ficknefs  and  vomiting. 

This  morning  fhe  rofe  free  from  fymptoms, 
except  a  flight  head-ach  ;  but,  as  fhe  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  open  in  her  belly,  I  gave  her  alfo  a 
purgative  about  nine  o’clock,  which  has  fince 
given  her  feveral  loofe  flools. 

October  15.  Two  days  ago  the  head-ach  went 
quite  off,  and  flic  has  been  free  from  complaints 
ver  fince. 

,  '  <  -  / ;  y  .\  ;  "  •  1 

N.  B.  I  procured  a  number  of  the  thorn  ap¬ 
ples  from  the  place  where  the  children  got  them, 
and  found,  that  the  whole  feeds  of  one  of  mid¬ 
dle  fize  weighed  jufl  two  drams  and  fix  grains  ; 
fo  that  it  would  appear  that  Margaret  Shaw  fwal- 
lowed  at  lead  a  dram  and  a  half,  whilft  Grizzle 
Bruce,  who  was  three  years  older,  only  fwallow- 
ed  about  half  a  dram  ;  which  circumftance  may- 
well  account  for  the  difference  of  the  fymptoms 
in  the  two  patients. 

L  2  It 
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It  is  faid,  that  fome  authors  have  mentioned  a 

\  .  ■  s- 

ftrange  kind  of  delirium  or  mania  lafting  for  24 
hours,  as  a  principle  fymptom  in  the  hiftory  of 
the  posfonous  cfte&s  of  the  feeds  of  this  plant  ; 
and  the  former  of  theft  cafes  would  feem,  in  fome 
meafure,  to  confirm  this  cireumftance. 


II. 

/  ^ 

✓* 

Mifcellaneous  Practical  Obfervations  ;  being  Ex¬ 
tracts  of  a  Letter  from  Dr  Percival  of  Man- 
chefter  to  Dr  Duncan. 

flowers  of  zinc. 

SEveral  years  ago  I  was  confulted  by  a  young 
gentleman,  about  19  years  of  age,  who  la¬ 
boured  under  a  deep  cough,  attended  with  a 
hoarfenefs.  He  was  returning  from  Liverpool, 
the  place  of  his  apprenticefliip,  to  pafs  fome  time 
with  his  friends  in  the  eaftern  part  of  this  coun- 
ty.  I  recommended  a  milk  diet,  gentle  exer- 
cife,  country  air,  and  a  decodhon  of  the  fencka 
root  and  liquorice.  How  long  he  puriued  this 
plan  1  am  uncertain,  as  I  never  faw  him  after* 
wards.  But  my  friend  Dr  Dobfon  informed  me. 

'that  he  came  back  to  Liverpool,  and  was  put  un¬ 
der 
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livery,  and  continued  after  that  event  w’thout  a- 
batement.  Opiates  never  failed  to  afford  relief  • 
but  they  fometimes  affected  her  head  fo  much, 
that  flie  intreated  me  to  try  fome  other  remedy. 
She  was  of  an  irritable  habit,  and  was  troubled 
with  fpafmodic  pains  in  various  parts  of  her  bo¬ 
dy.  I  prefcribed  the  flowers  of  zinc,  which  loom 
mitigated  her  cough,  and  eafed  her  wandering 
pains.  This  medicine  was  continued  only  two 
days;  but  the  cough  remained  moderate  more 
than  double  that  fpace  of  time.  it  recurred, 
however,  with  feverity,  and  I  had  again  recourfe 
to  the  zinc.  The  beneficial  effects  of  this  reme¬ 
dy  were  not  now  fo  great,  or  fo  immediate  as 
before  ;  however,  they  were  fuflkiently. apparent 
to  encourage  perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of  it.  m  a 
few  days,  a  truce  from  the  violence  of  the  cough 
was  again  obtained ;  and  the  patient  was  ena¬ 
bled  to  difeharge  great  quantities  of  pnlegtn  with 
facility,  and  without  pam  ;  for  her  expectora¬ 
tion  was  always  moft  free  and  copious,  when  the 
cough  was  gentle  and  moderate.  This  evacu¬ 
ation,  with  the  hedhc  fever  which  accompanied 
it,  gradually  wafted  her  fiefli  and  ftrength  ; 
and  there  was  no  further  occafion  for  a  repeti¬ 
tion  of  the  flowers  of  zinc  :  For,  in  the  Iafl  ftage 
of  a  pulmonary  confu  ption,  it  often  happens, 

L  4  that 
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that  the  fymptoms  of  the  diforder,  by  degrees* 
grow  lefs  painful  and  violent,  as  the  patient  ap¬ 
proaches  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  termination 
of  life.  1  have  known  the  pulfeto  fink  gradually 
in  frequency  from  130  to  70  drokes  in  a  mi¬ 
nute,  and  to  continue  about  this  number  during 
ten  or  twelve  days  preceding  death.  Nor  will 
this  fad  feetn  wonderful,  when  we  refled,  that 

V  I  t 

the  fundions  of  the  brain  are  no  lefs  injured  by- 
inanition,  than  by  plenitude  y  and,  that  the  fen- 
fibility  and  irritability  of  the  heart  and  blood-vef* 
fels  mull  be  regulated  by,  and  dependent  upon, 
the  date  of  the  nervous  fyflem. 

FIXED  AIR. 

Since  the  publication  of  my  experiments  on 
the  lithontriptic  powers  of  fixed  air,  I  have  had 
the  fulled  and  mod  incontrovertible  evidence  that 
this  remedy  alleviates  the  fymptoms  both  of  the 
done  and  gravel  ;  that  it  ads  as  a  powerful  diu¬ 
retic  ;  difcharges  fabulous  concretions  ;  heals  the 
ulcerations  in  the  urinary  paffages ;  invigorates 
the  organs  of  digedion  ;  and  drengthens  the 
whole  fydem.  In  faying  fo  much  I  am  warrant¬ 
ed  by  my  own  experience,  which  has  been  con- 

1 

firmed  by  fimiiar  observations,  tranfmitted  to  me 
from  various  parts  of  England,  But,  you  mud 

be 
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der  his  care.  Dr  Alcock  was  aifo  called  to  his 
afliftance,  and  many  judicious  remedies  were 
prefcribed,  but  with  no  lading  good  effect.  Dr 
Dobfon  now  began  to  fufpedt  that  his  cough  was 
fpafmodic,  and  dire&ed  for  him  the  flowers  of 
zinc.  This  remedy,  in  a  few  weeks,  produced 
a  perfect  cure ;  and  the  young  gentleman  has 
ever  fince,  I  believe,  remained  free  from  his  dis¬ 
order.  The  communication  of  this  account  firft 
induced  me  to  make  trial  of  zinc  in  various  pul¬ 
monary  affe&ions ;  and  I  fhall  relate  a  few  in- 
ffances  of  the  fuccefs  which  has  attended  the  ex¬ 
hibition  of  this  remedy. 

Mrs  P.  aged  28,  a  lady  whofe  conftitution  had 
been  much  impaired  by  frequent  child-bearing, 
was  attacked  with  a  fevere  afthma  of  the  ner¬ 
vous  kind,  in  the  winter  of  the  year  1776.  The 
afthma  was  cured  by  the  ufual  methods  of  treat¬ 
ment,  but  left  behind  it  a  deep  convuifive  cough, 
the  fucceflions  of  which  were  no  lefs  frequent 
than  violent.  Gum  ammoniacum,  paregoric  e- 
lixir,  fp.  nitri  dulcis,  and  other  remedies,  were 
fucceffively  tried.  Little  or  no  relief  being  ob¬ 
tained,  I  had  recourfe  to  the  flowers  of  zinc,  be¬ 
ginning  with  half  a  grain  twice  in  the  day,  and 
gradually  increafmg  the  dofe  to  a  grain  and  a 
half.  The  beneficial  effe£ts  of  this  antilpafmodic 

L  3  were 
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were  foon  vifible,  and  in  eight  or  ten  days  the 

»  ,  . 

patient  was  freed  from  her  cough.  A  relapfe 
afterwards  occurred  from  cold.  The  fame  me¬ 
dicine  was  repeated,  and  the  cough  again  yielded 
to  it  as  before. 

T.  B.  P.  A  youth  about  ten  years  of  age,  had 

,  1  •-  ■*  1  i 

a  deep  hoarfe  cough,  without  any  expe&oration. 
The  found  of  it  was  very  unufual,  and  not  to  be 
defcribed  ;  and  it  was  attended  with  a  quick,  but 
feeble  pulfe,  flufhings  in  the  face,  and  pain  in 
the  bread.  Every  morning,  about  two  o’clock, 
the  cough  recurred  with  great  violence,  and  con¬ 
tinued  aim  oil  without  intermiffion  till  four  or 
five.  There  was  reafon  to  fufpedt  worms,  and 
I  had  been  Careful  to  cleanfe  the  primae  viae  on 
the  firft  attack  of  the  diforder.  A  folution  of 
fperrna  ceti  and  gum  ammoniac,  with  a  few  drops 
of  tin thebaic,  having  no  effect,  I  had  recourfe 
to  the  flowers  of  zinc.  Half  a  grain  was  given 
at  noon,  and  the  fame  dofe  repeated  at  bed¬ 
time.  The  night  paffed  with  only  a  flight  return 
of  the  cough  ;  and,  by  continuing  the  ufe  of  this 

p 

remedy,  the  youth  perfectly  recovered  in  a  few 
days. 

Mrs  B.  laboured  under  a  pbthifis  pulmonalis 
during  the  whole  period  of  pregnancy.  The 
violence  of  her  cough  occafioned  a  premature  de¬ 
livery  , 
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been  the  common  practice  amongft  phyficians  to 
give  opiates  in  conjunction  with  purgatives.  This 
method  of  treatment  has  been  lately  improved 
by  adminidrating  the  opiate  fird,  and  the  purga¬ 
tive  an  hour  or  two  afterwards.  But  1  take  the 
liberty  of  fuggefting  to  you  another  mode,  which, 
as  far  as  my  own  experience  extends,  has  proved 

r  f  ' 

the  mod  fuccefsful.  I  direCt  three  or  four  oun¬ 
ces  of  a  ftroiig  decoCtion  of  poppy-heads,  with 
2©,  30,  or  40  drops  of  tinclura  thebaic  a ,  to  be 
injeCted  into  the  intedines,  and  retained  as  long 
as  podible.  If  it  be  fpeedily  difcharged,  the  ciy- 
der  is  repeated  till  the  pain  is  relieved,  and  the 
vomiting  ceafes.  A  dofe  of  calomel  and  jalap, 
or  of  any  other  brifk  cathartic,  is  then  adimni- 
dered  \  and  its  operation  quickened  by  the  ufe  of 
fenna  tea,  of  a  folution  of  the  neutrai  lalts,  or  of 
cador  oil.  By  this  procels,  evacuations  are  pro¬ 
cured  with  more  eafe,  certainty,  and  expedition, 
than  by  any  other  which  I  have  tried.  For  opi¬ 
um,  when  given  in  a  clyder,  does  not  check  the 
peridaltic  motion  of  the  intedines,  nor  counter¬ 
act  the  operation  of  any  purgative  fo  powerfully 
as  when  received  into  the  domach.  And,  in 
this  way  it  is  mod  efficacious  in  alleviating  the 
ficknefs,  and  in  putting  a  dop  to  the  violent  Teach¬ 
ings 
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ings  with  which  colics  are  often  attended.  The 
take  of  laudanum  is  fo  naufeous,  that  it  is  often 
rejected  as  foon  as  fwallowed.  And,  if  the  ex¬ 
tract  um  thebaicum  be  given  in  a  folid  form,  time 
muft  be  allowed  for  its  folution,  before  any  effect 
can  be  expe&ed  from  it. 

’  .  .  .  -  i 

HYDROCEPHALUS  INTERNUS. 

N  _  v  '  ,  .  / 

The  fatality  of  the  hydrocephalus  internus 
has  been  acknowledged  and  lamented  by  the 
moft  experienced  and  intelligent  phyficians.  The 
late  Dr  Whytt  of  Edinburgh  has  recorded  twen¬ 
ty  cafes  which  baffled  all  his  {kill  and  judgment  j 
and  a  phyfician  of  the  higheft  reputation,  in  his 
excellent  remarks  on  this  diforder,  candidly  con- 
feffes,  that  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  fugged  any 
probable  means  of  curing  it,  and  that  it  has  hi« 
therto  difappointed  all  his  attempts,  both  when 
confided  in  alone,  and  in  confultation  with  the 
ableft  of  the  faculty.  See  the  Medical  Obferva- 
tions  and  Inquiries,  Vol.  V.  page  40. 

About  fix  weeks  ago,  the  fame  very  ingenious 
friend  whom  I  mentioned  to  you  under  the  ar¬ 
ticle  of  z  nc,  acquainted  me,  that  he  had  fuccef- 

* 

fufly  adminiftered  mercury  in  fuch  quantity  as  to 
falivate,  in  one  inftance  of  the  hydrocephalus  in¬ 


ternus. 
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be  fenfible  how  difficult  it  is  to  afcertain  the  fo- 
lution  of  a  ftone  in  the  bladder,  by  any  medi¬ 
cine  ;  and  you  will  not,  therefore,  be  furprifed 
that  I  have  yet  feen  no  decifive  cafe,  in  the  circle 
of  my  practice,  of  the  compleat  efficacy  of  this 
new  folvent.  A  phyfician  of  eminence  in  Lon¬ 
don  has,  however,  been  more  fuccefsful  5  having 
brought  away  (to  ufe  his  own  words,  in  a  letter 
to  me)  in  fmall  fragments,  and  in  a  whitifh  chalk¬ 
like  fubftance,  a  (lone  from  the  urinary  bladder, 
by  adminiflering  fixed  air  to  his  patient,  during 
the  fpace  of  a  few  weeks.  The  hiftory  of  this 
cafe  is  now  laid  before  the  public,  and  may  be 
feen  at  the  end  of  Dr  Hulme’s  Oratio  de  re  me - 
die  a. 

I  have  feen  the  progrefs  of  a  mofl  alarming 
mortification,  which  began  above  the  ankle,  and 
extended  to  the  middle  of  the  thigh,  fpeedily 
checked,  and  a  good  digeftion  produced  by  the 
internal  ufe  of  fixed  air.  A  fever,  and  anafarca 
of  the  lungs,  precluded  the  ufe  of  the  Peruvian 
bark  ;  and  the  patient  took,  every  two  hours,  in 
the  ad  of  effervefcence,  half  a  dram  of  the  fait  of 
woor inwood,  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  the 
juice  of  lemons.  He  was  direded  alfo  to  drink 
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freely  of  Seltzer  water.  In  twenty-four  hoiir$ 
the  putrid  (tench  from  the  mortification  was  cor¬ 
rected;  and,  in  forty -eight  hours,  the  fores  began 
to  difcharge  good  matter  ;  fenfibility  was  refto- 
red  to  the  whole  leg  and  thigh ;  frefh  granula¬ 
tions  fucceeded  ;  and  the  part  healed  gradually 
and  kindly. 

When  fixed  air  is  employed  as  a  diffolvent 
of  the  (tone  in  the  bladder,  the  ufe  of  it  mu  ft 
generally  be  continued  many  months.  Re¬ 
lief  is  often  obtained  by  it  in  a  (horter  time ;  but 
few  cafes  will  occur  like  the  one  recorded  by 
Dr  Hulme,  in  which  the  calculus  appears  to  have 
been  of  a  remarkably  foft  and  friable  texture. 
The  reputation  of  the  moft  efficacious  remedies 
is  frequently  injured  by  the  unwarrantable  ex¬ 
pectations  of  mankind  concerning  them.  And 
in  chronic  diforders  many  a  cure  is  defpaired  of, 
which  might  be  accompliihed  by  more  patience  in 
the  Tick,  and  greater  perfeverance  in  the  practi¬ 
tioner. 

\ 

COLI  C, 

*-  -  .  .  J  •  --  W  -  <1  A.  . 

In  violent  colics,  attended  with  vomiting  and 

an  obilinate  conftipation  of  the  bowels,  it  has 

*» 

been 


/ 


COMMENTARIES. 


ITS 

ternus.  As  the  cafe  appeared  to  be  clear  and  in¬ 
dubitable,  and  the  efficacy  of  the  remedy  fuffi- 
ciently  probable,  I  determined  to  avail  myfelf  of 
fo  important  a  difcovery,  on  the  firft  occurrence 
of  the  difeafe  in  my  circle  of  practice.  1  his  has 
lately  happened,  and  I  fhali  give  you  a  minute 
hiflory  of  it,  copied  verbatim  from  my  regiffer. 

September  4,  1777.  Mafter  H.  a  child  at  the 
bread:,  aged  feven  months,  has  laboured  about  a 
fortnight  under  a  flow  irregular  fever.  His  eyes 
have  been  now  and  then  a  little  diflorted  ;  he  has 
been  affected  with  fome  degree  of  flupor  j  his 
gums  have  been  inflamed  and  tender  ;  and  his 
mouth  uncommonly  dry.  No  tooth  has  yet  made 
its  appearance.  An  emetic  has  been  adminiftered; 
a  blifler  applied  to  his  back  ;  and  his  belly  has 
been  kept  foluble  by  repeated  fmall  dofes  of  mag- 
nefia.  During  the  action  of  the  blifler,  he  was 
thought  to  be  much  better,  but  he  foon  relapfed 
into  his  former  flate. 

About  three  o’clock  this  morning,  he  was  con- 
vulled  5  at  nine,  I  faw  him,  and,  from  his  coun¬ 
tenance,  inftantly  fufpe&ed  a  dropfy  of  the  brain. 
The  fymptoms  confirmed  my  apprehenfions. 
His  fkin  was  hot,  yet  his  pulfe  beat  only  78  ftrokes 
in  a  minute,  which  were  irregular.  The  pupils  of 

his 
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his  eyes  were  confiderably,  but  unequally  dilated  ; 
nor  did  they  contract  much  when  a  lighted  candle 
was  fuddenly  held  before  them.  He  often  fquint- 
ed,  efpeciaiiy  with  the  right  eye,  and  feemed  to 
take  no  notice  of  any  objed  around  him.  He 
refufed  the  bread:,  and  feldom  {wallowed  till  the 
lips  and  tongue  had  been  ftimulated  with  a  fea¬ 
ther.  During  feveral  days  pad,  he  had  been  fre¬ 
quently  obferved  to  rub  the  end  of  his  nofe, 
when  his  hand  was  at  liberty.  And,  notwith- 
flanaing  his  ftupor,  he  had  been  uncommonly 
watchful.  I  examined  his  head,  and  found  a 
manifelt  tumour  of  the  bregma,  which  had  never 
before  been  noticed.  Convinced  by  all  thefe 
circu  nftances,  that  the  child  laboured  under  the 
hydrocephalus  internus,  and  that  he  was  now  in 
the  fecond  ftage  of  that  diforder,  I  direded  ten 
grains  of  the  unguentum  mercuriale  mitius  to  be  f 
rubbed  into  his  thighs  every  three  hours,  till  the 
mouth  fhould  be  affeded ;  and  a  tea  fpoonful  of 
the  following  mixture  to  be  given  whenever  the 
convulfive  fymptoms  recurred. 

&  Saks  ammon.  voL  9i.  Sued  Lemon .  jvi.  Mofch • 
opt .  Mucilagine  G .  Arabic,  folut.  gr.  vi.  Sacch . 
alb .  q.  f*  ad  gratiam .  ill. 
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Small  blitters  were  applied  on  each  fide  of  the 
head,  juft  below  the  bregma,  and  a  folded  rag, 
frequently  moiftened  with  brandy,  was  laid  upon 
the  tumour,  to  promote  abforption.  An  emetic 
had  been  given  early  in  the  morning,  before  I 
favv  the  child,  by  which  a  large  quantity  of  bile 
was  difcharged ;  and  a  vettcatory  had  alio  been 
applied  to  his  leg, 

September  5.  nine  o’clock.  The  child  has  had 
frequent  convulfions  in  the  night ;  his  right  eye 
is  much  diftorted  ;  and  it  has  been  remarked, 
that  he  feldom  moves  the  right-hand.  The  pulfe 
beat  120  (trokes  in  a  minute.  Two  fcruples  of 
the  mercurial  ointment  have  been  ufed,  and  he 
has  taken  five  grains  of  mufk.  A  large  difcharge 
of  ferum  has  been  produced  by  the  blitters.  Five 
o’clock,  P.  M„  the  tumor  of  the  head  is  fenfi- 
biy  diminifhed  ;  the  child’s  mouth  is  now  moift, 
and  often  filled  with  faliva  ;  and  his  tongue  ap- 
:  pears  to  be  fwolen.  His  pulfe  beat  146  ftrokes 
s  in  a  minute.  1  directed  another  blitter  to  be 
I  applied  to  the  head. 

v  <.  .1 

September  6.  His  convulfions  have  been 

1  much  {lighter ;  his  eye  is  lefs  frequently  di- 
Iftorted;  and  the  pupils  of  each  are  more 

2  contracted.  The  ftupor  is  considerably  aba- 

ted ; 
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ted ;  the  child  feems  to  take  fome  notice,  di- 
ftinguilhes  taftes,  and  fwallows  freely.  The  mufk 
has  been  continued ;  and  half  a  dram  more  of 
the  mercurial  ointment  has  been  confumed.  A 
clyfter  was  inje&ed  laft  night,  but  ineffe&ually. 
I  therefore  prefcribed  a  grain  of  jalap,  mixed 
with  an  equal  quantity  of  fugar,  to  be  given  eve¬ 
ry  three  hours  till  a  motion  to  (tool  fucceeded. 

September  7.  The  child  has  paffed  the  night 
more  comfortably,  but  not  free  from  convulfions. 
His  head  has  fweated  profufely,  and  the  blifters 
have  run  much.  The  tumour  of  the  bregma  is 
confiderably  reduced.  The  jalap  operated  gent¬ 
ly  laft  night  and  the  mercurial  un&ion  has  been 

twice  repeated.  There  is  an  evident  mitigation 

-  ^  * 

of  all  the  fymptoms. 

September  8.  About  eleven  o’clock  laft  night, 
the  child  was  attacked  with  fevere  convulfions, 
which  recurred  frequently  till  fix  o’clock  this 
morning.  He  has  had  a  fhort  deep,  and  is  now 
compofed.  His  pulfe  beats  140  ftrokes  in  a  mi¬ 
nute  ;  his  heat  is  moderate  ;  and  his  fkin  foft 
and  perfpirable.  The  mercurial  ointment  has 
been  again  ufed ;  but,  though  his  gums  and 
tongue  are  fore  and  very  moift,  his  breath  is  not 
offenfive.  I  directed  a  grain  of  Calomel  to  be 


mime- 
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immediately  given,  to  procure  a  ftool ;  and  a  bli¬ 
tter  to  be  applied  to  the  occiput. 

September  10.  A  diftant  call  from  Manchetter 
prevented  me  from  vifiting  the  child  yefterday. 
He  has  patted  two  nights  almoft  entirely  free 
from  convulfions.  Ten  grains  of  the  mercurial 
ointment  have  been  again  rubbed  into  his  thighs. 
The  dofe  of  calomel  occasioned  three  very  offen- 
five  (tools ;  and  directions  are  given  to  repeat  it, 
as  he  is  again  coftive.  The  blilfer  applied  to 
the  occiput,  like  the  others,  has  produced  a  very 
copious  difcharge.  The  tumour  of  the  head  is 
now  fcarcely  perceptible.  Pulfe  120. 

September  12.  At  twelve  o’clock  laft  night, 
the  convulfions  recurred  with  greater  violence 
than  ever,  and  dill  continue.  Two  teeth  have 
almoft  protruded  through  the  upper,  and  the 
fame  number  through  the  lower  gum,  Pulfe 
x6o,  tremulous,  aud  irregular.  I  directed  that 
the  child  fhould  be  immediately  put  into  a 
warm  bath,  and  that  the  following  remedies 
fhould  be  adminiflered. 

%  Infuji,  rad.  Valer.  fortijjimi 
AJfaefoetid.  elect ae  M.  f.  Enema  ftathn  injici- 
endwiu 
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&  27 n£l  Valer .  volat.  31*1.  Dentur  guttae  jii.  Sub - 
e  cochleari  parvulo  Infufi  rad .  Fia/^r. 
fub  forma  Theae  parati  * 

,  1 

The  convullions  continued,  but  with  lefs  vio* 
knee  ;  and  the  child  expired  about  one  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon. 

The  deplorable  cafe  which  I  have  related,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  originated  from  the  irregular  ac¬ 
tion  produced  in  the  fyftem  by  dentition,  and 
from  the  want  of  a  due  fecretion  of  faliva  in  the 
mouth,  by  which  the  fluid  difeharges  were  pro-* 
babiy  increafed  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain. 
That  thefe  difeharges  were  diminifhed,  and  that 
the  extravafated  water  was  abforbed  by  the  power¬ 
ful  addon  of  the  mercury,  may  be  prefumed  from 
the  mitigation  of  all  the  fvmptoms  which  fucceed- 
ed  the  falivation.  And,  lam  inclined  to  believe, 
that  the  convullions  under  which  the  child  ex¬ 
pired,  were  more  owing  to  the  irritation  of  his 
gums,  by  the  protrusion  of  four  teeth,  than  to 
any  remaining  water  in  the  brain  ;  for  the  tu¬ 
mour  of  the  head  had  entirely  difappeared  ;  and, 
after  death,  there  was  a  manifeft  depreflionof  the 
bregma.  During  the  fpace  of  a  week,  1 1  o  grains 
of  the  unguentum  mercuriale  mitius,  which  con¬ 
tains  about  twenty-two  grains  of  mercury,  was 

confirmed, 


COMMENTARIES.  181 

/  “  m 

confumed,  in  the  ufaal  way  of  fridtion.  Perhaps 
half  of  this  quantity  might  be  abforbed,  and  car- 

reid  into  the  courfe  of  circulation  ;  to  which  may 

/  N 

be  added,  part  of  the  two  grains  of  calomel  ad- 
miniltered  internally.  The  fymptoms  of  the  fa- 
livation  were  not  violent  ;  and  the  effects  of  the 
mercury  did  not  appear  formidable  or  alarming, 
even  to  the  parents  of  the  child,  who  were  ap- 
prifed  of  the  nature  of  the  diforder,  and  tally 
approved  of  the  trial  of  this  new  method  of  treat¬ 
ing  it.  The  death  of  my  patient  will  not,  I  hope, 

V 

difcourage  the  farther  life  of  the  remedy  which 
I  employed,  when  it  is  recolle&ed,  that  he  was 
in  the  molt  irritable  period  of  infancy  ;  that  he 
was  ftruggling  under  dentition  ;  and,  that  a  drop- 
fy  of  the  brain  was  not  fufpedted  till  the  conclu- 
fion  of  its  fecond  Itage,  when  the  nervous  fyftem 
had  been  Ihocked  by  fevere  convuihons, 

III. 

The  Hijlory  of  a  D  if  charge  of  blood  to  a  great  extent , 
by  dapping .  In  a  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  of 
the  ifland  of  Antigua,  to  Mr  Samuel  Athiil, 

*  t 

communicated  to  Dr  Duncan. 


Man  applied  to  us,  on  the  ill  of  January, 
on  account  of  a  pain  in  his  ftomach  and 

M  2  bowels. 
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bowels,  with  which  he  had  been  troubled  for  a- 
bout  three  weeks,  before  his  application.  An  hard- 
nefs  was  difcovered  on  the  right  fide,  juft  below 
the  cartilago  enfiformis,  which  we  imagined  to  be 
an  abfcefs  forming  in  that  part.  Proper  medicines 
for  this  and  his  other  complaints  were  ordered. 
Six  days  after,  his  belly  began  to  fwell,  and,  on  the 
14th,  it  was  fo  much  diftended  with  water,  as  we 
imagined,  that  tapping  became  neceftary.  I  ac¬ 
cordingly  performed  that  operation,  and,  to  our 
great  aftonifhrnent,  we  drew  off,  inftead  of  water, 
eight  pints  of  blood,  refembling  that  drawn  by 
venekdion.  He  underwent  the  operation  without 
being  in  the  lead  faint.  After  the  blood  ftood  a- 
bout  two  hours,  the  feru  n  feparated  from  the 
craffamentum.  I  tapped  him  again  three  times, 
about  fixteen  days  between  eadi ;  but  the  fluid 
drawn  in  thefe  lad  was  clear  and  like  water.  He 

died  March  12th.  And,  upon  diffedion,  the, ap¬ 
pearances  were  as  follows  : 

The  thorax  was  full  of  water  ;  the  lungs  had 
ieveral  fmali  white  fpots  upon  them  ;  the  heart  was 
much  fmaller  than  natural ;  the  liver  was  very  full 
of  hard  fchirr.ous  tumors,  one  in  particular,  lar¬ 
ger  than  the  reft,  weighed  ten  ounces,  when 
diffeded  from  the  liver  5  the  inteftines  were 

quite 
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quite  deftitute  of  fat,  and  the  omentum  entirely 
dedroyed  ;  the  peritoneum  was  much  th  ckened  ; 
and  the  ftomach  exceedingly  fmall.  The  fpleen,  kid¬ 
neys,  and  gall-bladder,  in  their  natural  Hate.  From 
thefe  appearances,  I  think  their  can  be  no  doubt, 
that  this  man’s  diforder  originated  from  a  difeafe 
of  the  liver.  Upon  a  drift  and  careful  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  body,  when  opened,  there  was  not 
the  lead  appearance  of  any  veffel  ruptured  or 
wounded;  neither  could  any  have  been  wounded 
while  the  operation  for  the  paracentefis  was  per¬ 
forming. 


IV. 

The  Hiftory  of  a  Cafe  in  which  obflinaie  Affections 
of  the  Inteflines  were  radically  cured  by  the 
difcharge  of  a  great  number  of  Subfiances  refem - 
bling  Hydatides,  from  the  life  of  Purgatives . 
By  Dr  William  Scott,  Phyfician  at  Hawick, 
Roxburghshire,  communicated  to  Dr  Duncan. 

A  Young  gentleman  between  twenty-five  and 
thirty  years  of  age,  for  eighteen  months 
was  frequently  fubjeftedto  colics,  withflatulen  ies, 

M  3  coflivenefs. 
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coftivenefs,  racking  pains  through  his  bowels,  e- 
fpecially  about  the  umbilical  region,  a  low  and 
creeping  pulfe,  and  faintnefs,  with  a  loathing  and 
ficknefs  about  the  ftomach.  In  that  condition  I 
faw  him  frequently,  and  found  him  always  relie- 
ved  by  emolient  and  carminative  injections,  and 
anodyne  juleps,  taken  by  the  mouth.  After  the 
painceafed,  a  dofe  of  elixir  facrum,  was,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  given  him*  But  (till  he  had  frequent  returns, 
efpecialiy  upon  catching  cold,  or  eating  any  kind 
of  windy  food;  they  commonly  went  off  in  twelve 
or  twenty-four  hours,  upon  the  ufe  of  thefe  me¬ 
dicines.  But,  being  again  feized  with  one  of  them, 
which  yielded  but  little  to  the  medicines  for  four 
or  five  days,  another  phyfician  was  called,  who 
ordered  the  following  medicines. 

^  Elix,  proprietaty fefcuncianu 

Tind,  ad  ftomach .  uncias  quinque .  M. 

A  table  fpoonful  was  directed  to  be  taken  every 
morning  and  afternoon,  inaglafsof  white- wine. 
If  it  purged  much,  it  was  directed  to  be  inter- 
xnitted  for  a  day  or  two.  At  the  fame  time,  he 
drank  a  tea-cupful  of  (Irong  chamomile  tea  every 
morning.  This  method  was  perfevered  in  near 
twenty  days.  The  laft  week  of  that  time,  he 

began 
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began  to  void  by  {tool,  fubflances,  of  a  brown 
colour,  fome  about  the  fize  of  nuts,  and  fome  as 
big  as  walnuts,  which  were  bags  that  contained 
matter  of  a  yellow  hue,  like  pus,  befides  a  great 
many  empty  ones  that  had  broken.  I  have  feen 
eight  or  ten  paffed  in  one  flool.  The  number 
was  great,  for  he  voided  more  or  fewer  for  feven 
or  eight  days  together.  After  this  difcharge,  he 
began  to  recover  his  appetite,  flrength,  and  fpi- 
rits.  And  he  has  never  again  had  any  return  of 
his  complaints. 


V. 


The  Hiftory  of  a  fractured  Sternum.  By  Mr 


George  Borthwick  Surgeon  to  the  iqtb  Regi - 
ment  of  Dragoons . 


N  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  14th  regi- 


ment  had  his  breaft  violently  fqueezed  a- 
gainft  a  manger,  by  a  vicious  horfe  which  he  was 
dr  effing  in  the  {fable. 

When  I  faw  him,  which  was  about  ten  minutes 
after  the  accident,  he  complained  of  violent  pain 
in  the  breaft,  which  extended  to  each  fide,  and  of 
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a  difficulty  in  breathing.  On  examining  the 
fternum,  I  found  it  fradtured  tranfverfely,  imme¬ 
diately  above  the  joining  of  the  cartilages  of  the 
fourth  ribs.  A  grating  noife  was  diftindtly  heard 
at  the  fradture,  both  in  the  time  of  infpiration  and 
expiration  ;  and  the  folution  of  continuity  was 
ftill  more  evident  on  handling  it  ;  at  the  fame 
time,  the  extremity  of  the  one  fragment  did  not 
rife  above  the  other. 

Having  found  what  I  have  now  mentioned  to 
be  the  cafe,  I  immediately  took  twelve  ounces 
of  blood  from  his  arm,  had  him  carefully  con¬ 
veyed  to  bed,  when  I  applied  a  broad  flannel 
roller  around  the  thorax,  and  a  comprefs  of  the 
fame  fubftance  on  the  courfe  of  the  flernum,  un¬ 
der  the  roller,  which  was  made  to  go  but  once 
round  the  body,  that  I  might  the  more  conveni¬ 
ently  and  fafely  unbind  it  afterwards  when  necef- 
fary.  The  bandage  was  not  applied  fo  tight  as 
to  affedt  refpiration,  but  was  intended  merely  to 
preferve  a  general  fteadinefs  in  the  parts,  which 
it  certainly  did,  as  the  grating  noife  in  the  frac¬ 
ture  was  not  to  be  heard  from  the  time  of  its  ap¬ 
plication. 

The  firfl  night  after  the  accident  he  refted 

very  ill,  and  when  I  faw  him  in  the  morning,  I 

found 
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found  he  had  contracted  a  cough,  which,  though 
flight,  occafioned  violent  pain  in  the  whole  cheft, 
and  at  the  fra&ure.  This  fymptom  foon  yielded 
to  a  fecond  bleeding,  and  fome  mild  diaphore¬ 
tics.  From  the  third  day  after  the  accident,  he 
continued  to  do  well  until  the  9th  day,  when  he 
became  comatofe,  and  remained  ftupid  for  fifteen 
hours,  after  which  he  perfe&ly  recovered  his  fen- 
fes,  perhaps  owing  to  finapifins  which  I  applied  to 
his  feet.  He  now  complained  of  a  numbnefs  in 
the  right-fide,  which  was  fo  great,  that  the  lkin 
was  infenfible  to  the  puncture  of  a  needle.  Af¬ 
ter  this  he  continued  to  recover  daily,  and  was 
perfectly  well  in  the  fpace  of  feven  weeks.  The 
numbnefs  in  his  fide  continued  more  than 
two  months,  but  went  entirely  off.  During  the 
whole  of  his  illnefs,  the  pam  from  the  fraCture^ 
and  difficulty  of  breathing,  were  much  lefs  than 
might  have  been  expected. 


VI. 
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Extraff  of  a  Letter  from  Mr  Richard  Pew,  Sur¬ 
geon  at  Wellinborough ,  iSorthamptonJhire ,  to 
Dr  Duncan,  giving  an  Account  of  an  aflonifh - 
ing  recovery  after  a  Wound  through  the  Lungs , 

r~|pHE  following  inftance  of  recovery  appeared 
A  to  me  fo  afionifhing,  that  I  thought  you 
might  reckon  it  not  unworthy  a  place  in  the  Me¬ 
dical  Commentaries.  I  had  the  relation  from  a 
friend  of  mine,  on  whom  I  can  depend,  who  af- 
fures  me  the  fyfferer  is  a  man  of  honour  and  ve¬ 
racity.  He  is  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Eafl  India 
Company’s  marines,  and  went  as  a  volunteer  to 
the  fiege  of  Janna,  where  he  received  the  fhot« 

I  have  here  tranfcribed  his  own  words,  and  have 
defired  my  friend  to  get  a  more  particular  ac¬ 
count  from  the  furgeons  who  attended.  But,  as 
it  will  be  two  years  before  that  can  arrive,  I  fend 
you  the  account  in  its  prefent  Rate. 

«  O  N  a  forlorn  hope  to  fill  the  ditch  after  a 
breach  was  made  in  the  walls,  1  had  the  honour 
to  command  the  firft  divifion  of  thofe  who  car¬ 
ried 
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ried  the  fand-bags,  fafcines,  &c.  and  had  it  in 
charge,  amongft  others,  to  fee  that  duty  executed. 

We  had  a  party  of  140  grenadiers  to  cover 
us,  of  which  only  30  returned,  I  was  myfelf  the 
firfl  officer  that  fell.  I  was  Hooping  to  heave  a 
fand-bag  into  the  ditch,  when  a  flug-ball  from  a 
gingai  piece  in  a  flanking  baftion,  entered  juft 
above  my  kidneys,  in  the  left  fide  of  my  back, 
and  lodged  amongft  the  bones  under  my  right 
arm-pit  ;  it  wounded  my  ftomach,  went  through 
my  lungs,  and  likewife  in  afmall  degree  wound¬ 
ed  my  liver.  How  I  have  recovered  to  what  I 
am,  God  knows  ;  but  it  is  to  the  greatest  afto- 
niffiment  of  the  faculty,  who  always  thought  it 
mortal.  And  I  fuppofe  there  is  no  inftance  of 
any  one’s  recovering  of  fuch  a  wound.  I  have, 
at  times,  difcharged  from  places  cut  through  into 
my  body,  a  gallon  or  more  matter  at  once  ;  and 
as  great  a  quantity  of  the  deco&ion  of  myrrh  and 
bark  were  injected  into  the  wounds,  at  different 
times  of  the  day,  to  keep  them  clean,  and  pre¬ 
vent  mortification.  What  was  inje&ed  into  my 
back  would  come  immediately  through  the 
wound  of  my  lungs  into  my  mouth,  and  almoft 
fuffocate  me.  And,  fome  things  that  I  eatpafled 
through  the  wound  of  my  ftomach,  in  the  fame 

ftate 


MEDICAL 

* 

ftate  out  at  my  back.  In  fhort,  to  defcribe  what 
I  have  gone  through,  is  more  than  poflible,  or 
fcarcely  to  be  conceived.  I  kept  my  bed  eleven 
long  months,  and  am  not  yet  capable  to  do  duty, 
as  1  difcharge  from  my  lungs,  through  my  mouth, 
a  great  quantity  of  matter,  and  fometimes  blood. 

However,  I  have  done  with  the  doctors,  I 
hope,  and  am  in  a  fair  way  to  get  a  perfect  cure. 
I  had  thoughts  of  coming  to  England;  but  my 
cure  there  would  be  uncertain,  as  it  is  a  rainy 
climate  which  always  affefts  me  in  a  very  fen- 
fible  degree. 


SECT, 
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E  W  modern  phyficians  have  acquired  a 


JL  greater  degree  of  celebrity  than  the  late  M. 
de  Bordeu,  who  was  no  «efs  remarkable  for  his 
extenfive  reputation,  than  for  the  fmgularity  of 
his  do&rines.  We  therefore  flatter  our  ft  Ives, 
that  our  readers  will  not  be  forry  to  fee  fome  ac¬ 
count  of  them  and  their  author  in  this  place. 
And,  for  this  account,  we  cannot  omit  the  pte- 
fent  opportunity  of  returning  thanks  to  Dr  Sum¬ 
mons,  to  whofe  kind  afliitance  this  work  has 
often  been  indebted. 

Theophilus  de  Bordeu  was  born  at  Ifefte,  in 
the  province  of  Bearn,  on  the  2 2d  of  February 
1722.  He  might  be  faid  to  have  poffefl'ed  an 
hereditary  take  for  phyfic,  both  his  father  and 
grandfather  having  been  phyficians  of  confide- 
rable  eminence,  and  likewile  two  of  his  brothers, 
pne  of  whom,  Francis  de  Bordeu,  is  (till  living. 


and 
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and  pra&ifes  with  great  reputation  at  Bareges* 
M.  de  Bordeu  began  the  ftudy  of  medicine  at 
Montpellier,  where  he  took  a  bachelor’s  degree 
in  phytic  in  1742.  The  thefis  he  defended  on 
this  occafion,  de  fenfu  generice  confiderato ,  fee  ms 
to  have  included  the  fundamental  principles 

,  V 

of  all  the  works  he  has  fince  publifhed.  In  this 
thefis,  he  confidered  all  the  organs  of  the  living 
body  as  being  each  of  them  endued  with  a  pe¬ 
culiar  fenfibility,  and  with  a  decifive  difpofition 
for  certain  fenfations  or  movements,  on  which 
^rT  *  the  harmony  of  all  the  functions  effential  to  life 
feemed  to  depend.  .  In  fhort,  his  opinion  was 
briefly  this  ;  that  every  organ  of  the  body  pof- 
fefles  a  principle  of  life,  in  fome  meafure  pecu¬ 
liar  to  itfelf,  and  independent  of  the  reft  of  the 
fyftem  ;  and  that,  by  the  concurrence  and  agree¬ 
ment  of  all  thefe  feparate  functions,  the  general 
life  and  health  of  the  fyftem  are  eftablifhed  and 
fupported. 

The  profeflbrs  of  Montpellier  were  fo  well 
pleafed  with  this  fpecimen  of  the  young  de  Bor¬ 
den’s  abilities,  that  they  excufed  him  from  many 
of  the  forms  commonly  required  of  candidates 
for  the  do&orate.  This  indulgence,  however, 
only  feemed  to  ftimulate  him  in  his  ftudies,  and 

we 
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we  find  him,  in  the  fame  year,  defending  ano¬ 
ther  academical  differtation  on  the  chyle,  chylifi - 
cationis  hifloria .  After  receiving  the  degree  of 
Do&or,  he  removed  from  Montpellier  to  Pa¬ 
ris,  in  the  year  1746,  and  remained  there 
I  three  years,  attending  medical  lectures,  and  the 
‘pra&ice  of  the  Charite  hofpital.  In  1749  he 
returned  home,  carrying  with  him  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  intendant  of  the  mineral  waters  of  Bare¬ 
ges.  Thefe  waters  were  at  that  time  very  much 
neglected  ;  but  the  writings  of  M.  de  Borden 
foon  gave  them  celebrity.  He  likewife  deliver¬ 
ed  a  courfe  of  lectures  on  furgery  and  midwifery 
at  Pau,  the  capital  of  Bearn,  and,  about  this 
time,  communicated  a  very  ingenious  paper  to 
the  French  academy  of  fciences,  on  the  articula¬ 
tion  of  the  bones  of  the  face.  Pau  was  too  nar¬ 
row  a  circle  for  a  man  of  M.  de  Bordeu’s  ex- 
tenfive  abilities,  and,  in  1753,  we  find  him  again 
at  Paris,  publifhing  his  inquiries  concerning  the 
different  pofitions,  as  well  as  the  action  of  the 
glands  ;  c  Recherches  far  les  differ entes  pofitions 

des  glandes  et  fur  leur  adiion*  About  this  time 
he  aflifted  the  authors  of  the  Encyclopedia.  The 
article  Crifs  in  that  work,  which  marks  the  ex- 

t 

tenfive  erudition  of  the  writer,  was  communi¬ 
cated  by  M.  de  Bordeu.  In  the  fame  year  too, 
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his  differtations  on  fcrophulous  tumors  was  re- 
ceived  by  the  academy  of  furgery. 

No  perfon  is  allowed  to  pradife  medicine  in  Paris 
without  being  either  a  member  of  the  faculty  there, 
or  phyfician  tofomeof  the  royal  family.  Thefe 
latter  appointments,  if  we  except  thofe  of  fir  ft 
phyncian,  and  one  or  two  others,  are  commonly 
purchafed,  and  are  of  courfe  lefs  honourable 
than  the  going  through  the  forms  of  the  univer¬ 
sity.  M.  de  Bordeu,  therefore,  preferred  the 
latter,  and  fet  out  with  a  thefis  on  a  curious  fub- 
ied,  an  omnes  corporis  partes  digeJHoni  opitulentur  f 
In  this  inquiry  he  pointed  out  the  influence  of 
the  Stomach  on  all  the  other  parts  of  the  bo¬ 
dy,  and  vice  verfa .  He  like  wife  confidered  the 
Stomach  as  the  feat  and  centre  and  fupport  of  all 
the  efforts  of  the  living  body,  and  of  almoSl  all 
its  fympathies.  The  truth  of  this  ingenious  doc¬ 
trine  is  every  day  more  and  more  acknowledged. 
His  fecond  thefis  was  intended  to  prove  the  fa- 
lutary  effeds  of  hunting,  Venatio  caeteris  exerci - 
tationibus  falubrior.  This  was  followed  by  a  dif- 
fertation  on  the  waters  of  Aquitaine,  a  pradTal 
paper,  which  was  very  much  read  and  admired 
at  the  time. 
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M.  de  Bordeu  had  no  fooner  paffed  thro’  the 
forms  of  the  univerfity,  than  he  was  elected  phy¬ 
sician  to  the  charity  hofpkal  ;  anafoon  after  this, 
in  the  year  1756,  put  out  his  inquiries  on  the 
pulfe  ;  Recherches  far  ie  fouls  far  rapport  aux 
crifes .  This,  which  was  the  mod  famous  of  all 
his  publications,  and  which  was  perhaps  the  great 
means  of  bringing  him  into  vogue  as  a  pra&ical 
phyfician,  has  been  very  differently  received. 
The  fame  fundamental  principles  prevail  in  this 
as  in  his  other  works.  He  fuppofes  that  an  af¬ 
fection  of  any  particular  organ  will  occafion  a 
peculiar  variation  in  the  date  of  the  pulfe  ;  and 
that  a  careful  attention  to  this  will  lead  us  to  a- 
fcertain  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  channel 
through  which  nature  means  to  operate  a  crifis. 
He  didinguhhes  a  great  variety  of  organic  pulfe s  ; 
but  his  mod  general  divihon  is  into  fuperiojr  and 
inferior  pulfes  ;  and  he  founds  this  on  an  obfer- 
i  vation,  that  the  a&ion  of  the  parts  feated  above 
the  diaphragm,  and  of  thofe  below  it,  excite  very 
!  different  impreffions  on  the  circulatory  fydem. 

IM.  de  Bordeu  had  certainly  no  great  claim  to  o- 
riginality  on  this  fubjeH:.  Solano’s  doflrines  were 
well  known  in  France  at  the  time  he  wrote  ;  fo 
that  he  could  only  be  faid  to  have  added  feme- 
Vpl.V.  No.  ig.  N  thing 
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thing  to  a  fyftem,  which  becomes  every  day  more 
problematical.  In  this  country  there  are  few, 
we  may  perhaps  go  fo  far  as  to  fay  no  phyficians 
of  repute,  who  efpoule  the  dodrine  of  the  pulfe 
as  it  is  delivered  either  by  Solano  or  de  Bordeu. 
In  France,  it  has  indeed  feme  few  advocates.  M. 
M.  Michd,  Foquet,  and  Menuret,  have  each  of 
them  publifhed  their  obfervations  on  this  fubjed ; 
and  M.  Gardane,  who  has  given  us  the  eulogy 
of  M.  de  Bordeu,  is  one  of  his  moil  zealous  ad¬ 
mirers.  Upon  the  whole,  however,  we  are  led 

to  fufped,  that  the  love  of  novelty  has  gone  far¬ 
ther  than  found  and  accurate  ohfervation,  towards 
the  making  of  profelytes  to  the  dodrine  of  the 
organic  pulfe. 

In  1764,  great  difputes  arofe  amongft  the  phy¬ 
ficians  at  Paris  on'  the  fubjed  of  innovation. 
M.  de  Bordeu  was  one  of  the  few  who  was  for 
the  toleration  of  this  pradice,  and  publifhed,  on 
this  occafion,  obfervations  on  certain  points  of 
medical  hiftory  ,  Recherches  fur  quelques  points  de 
rhiftoire  de  la  medecine .  In  this  work  he  fup- 
poles  that  phyficians  may  very  properly  be  arran¬ 
ged  into  the  feveral  claffes  of  empirics,  doguiatifts, 
philofophers,  and  theologians  ;  and  then  he  goes 
on  to  prove,  that  neither  of  thefe  have  a  right  to 
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oppofe  themfelves  to  innoculation.  This  little 
work  is  interfperfed  with  a  variety  of  agreeable 
arid  inftrucfive  anecdotes.  Three  years  after 
this  he  put  out  his  Recherches  fur  le  corps  muqueux 
ou  organs  cellulaire ,  a  work  intended  to  illulfrate 
the  doctrine  of  the  pulfe,  and  to  throw  new  light 
on  the  practice  of  phyhc.  In  this  performance, 
the  author  confidered  the  cellular  fubftance  as 
the  great  principle  of  nutrition  which  involves 
and  pervades  every  part  of  the  body.  This  was 
indeed  no  new  do&rine,  tho’  treated  perhaps  in 
a  more  extenfive  way,  and  more  particularly  ap¬ 
plied  to  pathological  purpofes  than  had  been 
hitherto  done.  The  author  attempted,  by  means 
of  this  cellular  organ,  or  tijfu  muqueux ,  as  he 
(tiled  it,  to  explain  the  operation  of  vcficatories, 
and  other  topical  applications,  and  likewife  to 
clear  up  many  obfcure  paflages  of  Hippocrates. 
In  this  work  fome  old  and  neglefted  doctrines, 
fuch  as  that  of  a  crucial  divifion  of  the  body, 
were  again  attempted  to  be  revived.  The  author 
argued  not  only  for  the  tranfverfe  divifion  of  the 
body,  by  means  of  the  diaphragm,  into  fuperior 
and  inferior  parts,  but  likewife  for  a  perpendicu¬ 
lar  reparation  of  the  machine,  which,  he  obferves, 
is  evidently  marked  out  by  the  bones  and  mufcles 
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from  the  fummit  of  the  head  to  the  pubis.  He 
confidered  each  of  thefe  divifions  as  of  great 
importance  in  the  ftudy  of  difeafes.  Thirteen 
years  after  this,  M.  de  Bordeu?s  laft  publication 
made  its  appearance.  To  this  work,  which 
the  firfl  volume  of  a  treatife  on  chronic  difeafes, 
we  find  not  oniy  his  own  name,  but  likewife  the 
names  of  his  father  and  brother  prefixed.  At 
the  head  of  the  performance,  there  appears,  by 
way  of  introduction,  a  very  learned  and  philofo- 
phmal  difcourfe  on  the  origin  and  progrefs  of 
phyfic.  Hitherto  M.  de  Bordeu  had  confined 
his  views  principally  to  the  flate  of  the  folids  ; 
but,  in  this  work,  we  find  him  analyfing  the 
fluids  of  the  body  with  great  accuracy  and  pre- 
cifion,  both  in  an  healthy  and  difeafecl  flate.  This 
work,  which  promifed  to  be  a  very  ufeful  one, 

was  intended  to  be  continued  in  feveral  volumes* 

.  ■  • 

but  an  irregular  gout  gradually  undermined  the 
health  of  the  ingenious  editor,  and  death  put  a 
final  period  to  his  labours  in  November  1776. 
About  a  year  before  this  event  took  place,  find¬ 
ing  his  health  declining,  he  had  recourfe  to  the 

waters  of  Bagmeres.  6  I  am  going,"  faid  he,  in 

\  * 

a  letter  to  one  of  bis  friends,  c  to  fee  if  the  Naiads 
f  of  my  country  will  relieve  my  gout  and  rheu- 

c  matifiiu 
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*  matifm.  I  have  recommended  fo  many  patients 

*  to  them  in  my  time,  that  it  will  be  ungrateful 
6  in  them  not  to  do  fome  good  offices  for  me  in 
6  their  turn/  He  came  back  from  theie  waters 
feemingly  in  better  health,  tho*  in  reality  not 
much  mended.  He  feared  an  attack  of  apoplexy. 
In  his  younger  days  the  celebrated  Fizes  had  gi¬ 
ven  it  as  his  opinion,  that  he  would  one  day 
or  other  be  expofed  to  fuch  an  attack.  The 
fame  phyfician  had  faid  of  the  late  Profdfor  Ve- 
nel,  who  was  the  friend  and  fellow  itudent  of  M. 
de  Bordeu,  that  he  had  a  difpofition  to  putrid 
diathefis,  which  would  probably  prove  fatal  to 
him.  VenePs  death,  about  a  year  before  this, 
in  a  way  which  confirmed  the  truth  of  M.  Fizes’s 
prognofiic,  made  a  fenfible  impreflion  on  M.  de 
Bordeu,  who,  on  the  24th  of  November,  was 
found  dead  in  his  bed.  This  gave  occafion  to 
fome  of  the  Panfian  wits  to  obferve,  c  that  death 
€  v/as  fo  much  afraid  of  M,  de  Bordeu,  that  he 
€  had  taken  him  while  afleep/  He  had  feen  his 
patients  as  ulual  the  day  before,  and  in  the  e- 
vening  had  complained  of  a  flight  fpafmodic  af¬ 
fection  about  the  thighs  and  ftomach,  but  not  in 
any  alarming  degree.  His  body  was  opened, 
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but  without  affording  any  marks  of  difeafe.  His 
death  was  therefore  afcribed  to  retrocedent  gout* 

During  the  fpace  of  twenty  years,  M.  de  Bor- 
deu  enjoyed  a  moft  extenhve  practice,  chiefly  a- 
mongft  perfons  of  the  higheft  diftindtion.  His  o- 
pinions,  as  we  have  before  obferved,  are,  per¬ 
haps,  not  all  of  them  conformable  to  experience. 
His  dodlrine  of  the  pulfe  feems  to  have  more  of 
plauflbiiity  in  it  than  truth,  but,  like  all  his  o- 
ther  dodtrines,  fhews  a  great  degree  of  genius, 
and  an  extenfive  erudition  ;  and,  if  we  confider 
that  M.  de  Bordeu  joined  to  thefe  a  pleafmg 
perfon,  together  with  a  moft  pqlite  and  engaging 
addrefs,  and  great  affiduity  and  humanity  in  his 
attendance,  by  which,  and  the  charms  of  his  con- 
verfation*  he  feldom  failed  to  acquire  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  his  patients,  we  fhall  then  be  no  long¬ 
er  furprifed  at  the  facility  with  which  he  acqui¬ 
red  his  reputation.  He  prefcribed  but  few  medi¬ 
cines,  was  very  fpa-rihg  of  blood-letting,  and  at¬ 
tended  carefully  to  nature.  He  poffeffed  that 
mafterly  eye  which  diftinguifhes  at  once  ail  the 
phaenomena  of  a  difeafe  ;  he  was  very  fuccefsful 
in  his  pradtice,  and  never  fo  tenacious  of  his  own 
opinions  as  not  to  liften  readily  to  thofe  of  others. 
All  thefe  qualities  being  rarely  found  united  in 
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one  man,  the  reader  will  not  hefitate  to  pro¬ 
nounce,  that  M.  de  Bordeu  was  defervedly  con- 

fidered  as  a  great  phyfician. 

*  *  #-  * 

.  •  '  '  ^  TV  /  ’ 

The  following  account  of  the  late  earthquake 
was  communicated  to  Dr  Duncan  in  a  letter 
from  Dr  Percival  of  Manchefler. 

ON  Sunday  the  14th  of  September,  at  ir 
o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  a  fevere  fhock  of  an 
earthquake  was  felt  here,  which  extended  it- 
felf  through  a  circuit  of  more  than  300  miles. 
The  morning  was  unclouded  and  ferene  ;  the 
wind  was  eafterly,  but  fuddenly  veered  into  the 
oppofite  quarter,  about  the  time  of  the  earth- 
quake  ;  and  the  air  was  temperately  warm,  with¬ 
out  any  fulphureous  or  other  offenfive  vapours. 

The  fummer  has  been  cold  and  wet ;  but,  to¬ 
wards  the  end  of  Auguft,  the  weather  changed, 
and  has  continued  dry  and  pleafant,  with  few  in- 
termiflions,  to  the  prefent  time,  September  the 
26.  1777*  The  aurora  borealis  has  not  often 
appeared  5  and  (forms  of  thunder  and  lightning 
have  been  uncommonly  rare.  Two  months  ago, 
a  water  fpout  is  faid  to  have  fallen  near  Hud- 
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dersfield,  a  town  in  Yorkshire,  between  twenty 
and  thirty  mi  res  did  ant  from  Mancheder. 

During  the  fpace  of  three  weeks  before  the 
earthquake,  vegetarian  was  obferved  to  be  un- 

t 

commonly  vigorous*  On  the  Saturday  preceding^ 
an  eiedrical  machine  collected  more  fire  than  it 
had  ever  been  known  to  do  before. 

Different  churches  in  this  town  feem  to  have 
been  very  differently  affected  by  the  fhock. 
St  John’s  church  was  moft,  St  Paul’s  lead  agi¬ 
tated.  The  former  is  built  of  done,  upon  a  dry, 
rocky  foundation  ;  and  the  galleries  are  fupporc- 
ed  by  pillars  of  caft  iron.  The  latter  is  a  brick- 
building  ^  has  a  clayey,  wet  foundation  ;  and  a 
fewer  runs  under  it.  Four  leaden  fpouts  alfo, 
which  convey  the  rain  from  the  roof,  appear  to 
pafs  into  the  ground.  I  fay,  appear  to  pafs,  be- 
caufe  at  the  bottom  they  are  covered  with  wood, 
and  the  clergyman  of  the  church  has*  not  yet  as¬ 
certained  the  fadt. 

The  bell  of  St  Mary’s  church  was  heard  to 
ring  during  the  fhock.  An  eledtricai  rod  paffes 
through  the  fteepie,  which  may  perhaps  account 
for  this  peculiarity. 

:  The 
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The  (hock  was  trifling  at  my  country-houfe 
at  Harthill,  which  has  many  high  trees  about  it ; 
whereas,  it  was  feverely  felt  at  a  gentleman’s 
houle  in  the  neighbourhood,  not  fo  circumftan- 
ced. 

A  noife  was  antecedent  to  the  concuflion,  and 
gave  the  alarm  to  many  perfons  who  were  infen- 
fible  of  the  (hock.  It  was  particularly  loud  in 
feverai  houfes  which  have  eleCtricai  conductors. 

Few  travellers,  either  on  horfe-back  or  in  car¬ 
riages,  perceived  the  earthquake.  The  pafl'age- 
boat  upon  the  Duke  of  Bridgewater’s  canal,  was 
fuddenly  flopped  in  its  courfe,  as  if  it  had  (truck 
upon  a  cable,  or  other  obftacle.  Many  perfons 
feemed  to  be  eleCtrified  by  the  (hock,  and  wan¬ 
dering  rheumatic  pains  fucceeded  it. 

A  lady  received  a  hidden  ftroke  on  her  head, 
during  the  earthquake.  She  was  (landing  in  a 
clofet,  on  the  outfide  wall  of  which,  oppoflte  to 
her  head,  a  leaden  fpout  terminated,  fo  as  to  form 
an  imperfeCt  conductor.  I  am  informed  by  a 
gentleman,  whofe  cattle  graze  in  a  large  pafture 
near  his  houfe,  that  he  obferved  them  to  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  agitated  before  the  earthquake  y  and 
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that,  previous  to  it,  they  all  ran  to  their  ufual 
place  of  fhelter  in  ftorms. 

Thefe  faCts  cannot  be  explained  by  any  hippo- 
fition  of  fermentations  or  exploit  Otis  in  the  bowels 
of  the  earth,  unlefs  they  be  confidered  as  agents 
in  the  production  and  accumulation  of  the  elec¬ 
trical  fluid.  And  many  of  them  feem  to  con¬ 
firm  the  theory  of  Dr  Stukely  and  Signior  Bee- 
1 

caria  concerning  earthquakes.  But,  in  whatever 
manner  fuch  awful  and  tremendous  events  may 

;  ‘  '  v  '  'j  *  ■ ;  f  .  !  •  .*  i  •  r  r  '  ■  :  - 

be  accounted  for,  the  pious  philofopher,  when 

» •  ;  ’  •  *  ■  1  *  »  ,  ■  t  ,  ■.  /  .  '  J  •  .  ■  ; 

he  contemplates  them,  extends  his  views  beyond 

all  fecondary  caufes  j  and5  directing  them  to  the 

*•"  •>  *  **■  *• ' 

great  Author  of  the  univerfe,  regards  the  laws 

'  1  f-  '  —  f.  •  - 

of  nature  only  as  the  exertions  of  his  divine  e- 
nergy. 

My  friend  Dr  Prieflley,  to  whom  I  have 

!  .  . 

communicated  the  preceding  obfervations,  and 
who  is  much  better  acquainted  with  electricity 
than  I  am,  feems  to  be  fully  fatished  that  the  late 
earthquake  is  not  to  be  aferibed  to  any  fubterra- 
necus  caufe.  And  he  is  perfuaded,  that  he  fliall 
be  able  to  produce  limilar  phaenomena,  by  means 
of  a  moft  powerful  and  magnificent  electrical 

*  -  -  x  . *■  **■'»■  ■  + 

machine,  now  in  the  poffefhon  of  Lord  Shelburne, 

from 


COMMENTARIES. 


205 


from  which  he  has  feen  fparks  taken,  in  the  open 

air,  at  the  diftance  of  twenty  inches. 

7  ¥ 

%  ^  % 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Andrew  Daly,  M.  D, 
and  Archiater  at  Bayreuth  In  Franconia,  to  Dr 
Duncan. 

c  The  judicious  writer,  who  fo  rationally  explodes 
the  pretended  miracles  of  the  impoftor  Gaffner, 
in  the  15th  number  of  the  Medical  Commenta¬ 
ries,  is,  however,  mifinforined  when  he  fays,  that 
the  celebrated  De  Haen  lided  with  Gaffner,  and 
pubiilhed  a  work  De  Miraculis,  which  was  fup- 
preffed.  In  that  work,  which  is  really  extant* 
the  learned  author,  very  elaborately  refutes  all 
thefe  pretended  marvellous  operations ;  and  I 
therefore  tranfcribe  from  it,  for  your  perufal* 
fundry  paragraphs,  in  which  Dr  De  Haen  gives 
his  opinion  on  the  fubjedl:.  Dr  De  Haen  was, 
indeed,  extremely  inftrumental  in  expofing  the 
whole  affair  in  its  proper  light  to  their  Imperial 
Majeffies  ;  and,  by  their  order,  Gaffner’s  ma¬ 
noeuvres  were  at  length  prohibited.  Dr  De 
1  Haen  publilhed  a  volume  De  Magia ,  about  two 
j  years  before  his  laft  work  De  Miraculis  made  its 

appearance. 
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appearance.  He  infcribed  both  to  Cardinal  Eti« 

.genius.  The  dedicatory  epiille  prefixed  to  the 
latter  is  dated  in  February  1776.  Soon  after  this 
Dr  De  Haen  perceived  fymptonis  of  an  afthma* 
and  his  legs  became  greatly  inflated.  In  the 
ccurfe  of  the  fu miner,  Profeflor  Jacquin,  fiis 
phyfician,  defired  a  friend  to  inform  me  that  Dr 
De  Haen  was  much  relieved  by  eating  a  large 
quantity  of  herrings ;  he  died,  however,  not  long 
after  this.  Dr  De  Haen,  when  very  young,  had 
feveral  attacks  of  an  hereditary  gout,  which  he 
entirely  removed  by  a  Ariel  milk  diet  at  that  time  % 
and  afterwards  enjoyed  perfect  health  to  the  age 
of  about  feventy. 

This  ingenious  man,  who  honoured  me 
with  his  -fnendfhip,  was  as  amiable  in  pri¬ 
vate  life  as  he  was  indefatigable  in  his  pu¬ 
blic  character.  He  was,  perhaps,  too  apt  to  cri- 
ticife  with  acrimony,  and  was  very  warm  in  main¬ 
taining  any  opinions  he  had  efpoufed.  This  tem¬ 
per,  a  very  unhappy  one  in  a  man  of  letters,  cre¬ 
ated  him  an  incredible  number  of  adverfaries* 
who  have  an  open  field  for  retaliation,  by  his  ha¬ 
ving  written  fo  elaborately  and  theologically  De 
Mania  and  De  Miraculis.  The  only  apology  t 
think  can  be  made  to  free  Dr  De  Haen  from  the 
virulence  of  cenfure,  is,  that  it  is  not  unworthy 

of 
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of  any  author  to  undertake  the  refutation  even 
of  ridiculous  fuperftitious  notions,,  when  they  are 
prejudicial  to  fociety  :  And,  had  he  lived  longer,, 
I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  the  doctrine  of  thofe 
whom  he  calls,  in  his  work  De  Miraculis,  mag? 
netici  tnedici ,  would  not  have  efcaped  him.  Gaff- 
ner’s  temporary  reputation  will,  I  prefume,  make 
many  kugh  in  Great  Britain  at  the  ignorance 
and  credulity  of  the  Germans  ;  but  the  Germans 
will  have  a  fufficient  fund  for  retaliation,  when 
they  are  told  that  a  German  urine-prophet,  or 
mock-do&or,  found  means  to  enrich  himfelf,  e- 
ven  in  the  metropolis  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  at 
the  expence  of  the  public  credulity 

The  paragraphs  referred  to  in  this  letter,  ex¬ 
tracted  from  Dr  De  Haen’s  work  entitled  De 
Miraculis  liber ,  Francofurii  et  Lipfiae ,  ex  cfficina 
Eflingeriana  1776,  are  the  following: 

Praefatio  pag.  1 5.Utque  adeo  numerofiffimi  ilii 
(Energumeni),  qui  nunc  Germaniam  inundent, 
aut  fimplices,  aut  vafri  homines  Tint,  quorum  Sa- 
thanas  perfonatus,  vel  ipfis  vitam  defidiofam  ad 
tempus  conciliet,  vel  infernaiem  fuam  aftutiam  at- 
.que  vafritiem  explendi  facultatem  praebeat,  vel 
theatralem  coronamSycophantis  Exorciftis  impo- 
nzt.  Idem  png.  23.  Sententia  mea  de  nuperiori,- 
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bus  in  Gallia  miraculis  operi  deed  prae  defec- 
tu  monumentorum  ad  horum  difcuffionem  necef- 
fariorum. 

Caput  quintum  de  Miraculis,  pag.  142.  R.  D. 
Johannes  JofephusGaffner,natus  anno  1727,  die 
20  Augufti  in  Rraz  prope  Rludenz,  in  circulo 
Suevico,ftudia  fua  peregit  in  univerfitate  Pragenfi, 
et  Oenopontana,  facerdos  factus  eft  an.  1750.  Ab 
anno  1758  parochus  in  Klofterle  diaecefeos  curi¬ 
ae,  adverfa  valetudine,  ut  narrat,ab  annis  quatuor 
antequam  parochus  fieret,  laborabat  ;  ut  nunc 
atrophiam  nunc  apoplexiam  metuerit  ;  opemmul- 
tam  a  medicis  Oenopontanis  tentavit.  Medico- 
rum  pervoivendis  operibus  fe  dedit.  Cum  om¬ 
nia  fruftra  tentaflet,  Pag.  143.  dubitare  coepit, 
an  non  laboraret  morbo  praeternaturali  ?  Hanc- 
que  ob  caufam  experiri  voluit,  num  forte  prae* 
ceptis  Diabolo  in  nomine  Jefu  datis  curari  poftet. 
Di&um  factum  curavit  fe  ftc,  ut  annis  16  nulla 

t 

inquerit  ope  medica.  Pag.  1 44.  Fama  Eehetiam , 
‘T’yrolem,  et  Sueviam  explens,  ftngulis  pofteriori- 
bus  annis  plus  400  imo  500  ad  ipfum  in  Klojlerle 
curandi  convolarent,  inde  parochia  lehdta,  plura 
loca  peragratus,  diuturniore  tempore,  Elvange, 
tandem  fub  aufpiciis  epifcopi  Ratilbonenfis  fua 

portenta  Ratiibonae  perfecit.  Portenta  hujus  fa- 

cerdotis 
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cerdotis  multi  admirati  funt.  Haud  pauci,  five 
fuperliitioni,  five  mimorum  atque  argyrtarum  fal- 
laciis,  eadem  tribuerunt.  Orta  hinc  inde  libelio- 

.  t  A  —  ,  * 

rum  mgens  feries,  Pag.  145,  quos  omnes  poff 
fideo.  Sicuti  extrada  Protocolli  epifcopalis  Ra~ 
tifbonenfis,  quae  accurare  omnes  Gaffneri  pro- 
ceffus  notarunt.  Unde  maxime  authentica  mea 
hiftoria  erit.  Pag.  146,  Morbos  in  naturales  et 
daemomacos  difpecit.  Complures  pariter  mor¬ 
bos  effe  fatetur,  quos  partim  Sathan,  partim  na- 
tura  gignat.  Pag.  147.  Daemoniacos  innumera- 
.biles  fe  curare  afferit,  nec  non  alios  quos  non 
obfeffos,  fedcircumceflos  a  diabolo  ;  vocat  circum- 
ceflos  eos  effe,  in  quibus  diabolus  morbos  pro¬ 
duct.  Pag.  151.  Neque  quemadmodum,  ut  in 
Evangelio  ufque  ad  legionem,  fed  ad  centum  mil- 
lia  ad  milliones,  ad  milliones  decern ;  tarn  certo 
novit,  daemonum  in  imo  homine  fimul  ineffe,  et 
ex  epifcopali  protocollo  in  uno  cafu  hunc  name- 
rum  10,000,000  expulit.  Pag.  1 56.  Singulis  a 
fe  exorcizatis,  et,  ut  ait,  curatis,  ad  pharmaciam 
pergere  mandat,  quae  in  Elvangen  unica  erat, 
ut  ftatuto  praetio,  oleum, balfamum,  aut  fpiritum, 
&c.  emant,  imo  etiam  annulos  quibus  infculp- 
tum  fit  fandiff.  Jefu  nomen.  Pag.  158.  Viri  fa- 
pientes  indignabuntur  in  me,  pergit  De  Haen,  ut 
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qui  a&a  again,  qui  iEthiopem  lavem,  quando- 
quidem  tantam  fapiant  haec  opera,  fatuitatem,  va¬ 
ult  ate  temeritatem,  inanitatem,  impietatem, 
ut  aeternis  potius  tenebris  fepeliri,  quam  poftero- 
rum  memoriae,  confervari  deberent.  Si  omnes 
homines  fie  judicarent  memoriam  illorum  fuffb- 
cade,  quam  refricafle  praeftaret  :  Verum,  cum 
fummi  in  ecclefia  atque  republica  viri,  ea  ut  ve- 
ra  miracuia  tueantur,  fuaque  autoritate  idem  pie** 
bi  perfuadeant,  necefle  omnino  eft  extrema  ten- 
tare,  ut  qtiid  de  illis  fentiendum  fit  demonftretur* 
Pag.  159.  Ita  Gaflheri  lufus  theatrales,  Gaflheri 
impietates,  Gaflheri  barbaries,  nos  in  indignatio- 
nem  erga  ilium  ducunt.  Pag*  1 66.  Nonne  in 
legitimam  fufpicionein  incidat  fimoniacifmi,  quod 
cum  fuo  pharmacopoeo,  qui  200  emptores  fimui 
quandoque  falutat,  turpiter  colludat  ?  Pag.  167. 
Fipis,  alter,  Gaflneri  miraculorum  eft,  ut  ait  ipfe 
Gaflher,  ut  cogatur  Diabolus  publice  fateri 
quantum  emolument*!  inferno,  et  quantum  detri¬ 
ment!  ecclefiae  focietatis  Jefu  diflolutione  accefle- 
rit.  Pag.  170-  Hoc  jubente  Gaflnero,  in  pluri- 
bus  occafionibus  fafluseft  diabolus,  fed  nunquam 
apertius  quam  anno  1774  die  BDecembr.  ex  pro- 
tocollo  epifcopali.  Pag.  171.  Refpondet  Diabo¬ 
lus  horrendo  ejulatu  fe  convolvens.  Pag.  173. 

c  Vos, 
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e  Vos,  o  homines  ipfa  hac  Jefuitarum  diffolutione 
ab  una  parte  magnum  ecclefiae  fulcrum  perdi- 
difiis,  ab  altera  hotabile  inihi  lucrum  conciliaftis.® 
Pag.  174.  Sedgratulor  imperio  Romano,  (ait  De 
Haen),  audio  hoc  momento  Auguftiff.  fofephi  Se- 
cundi  autoritate  prohibitos  fuos  fibi  exorcifmos 
Gaffnero  effe. 

'  >  * 

*  *  *  * 

Some  years  ago,  Mr  Louis  of  the  French  acade¬ 
my  of  furgery  wrote  to  his  friend  Profeffor  Cam- 
per,  then  at  Groningen,  that  a  young  furgeon 
had  propofed  a  new  operation  to  the  Academy 
in  cafes  of  narrow  pelvis,  by  dividing  the  fym- 
phyfis  pubis,  in  preference  to  the  Caefarean  ope¬ 
ration.  The  academy  confidered  this  as  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  projedt,  rather  than  as  a  practicable  o- 
peration.  Profeffor  Camper  was  of  a  different 
opinion,  and  began  by  trying  the  experiment  on 
a  female  cadaver,  in  which  he  found,  that,  with¬ 
out  any  material  injury  to  the  parts,  he  could  con- 
fiderably  enlarge  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis ;  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  it  would  be  required  to  feparate  only 
one  of  the  crura  clitoridis,  and  that  the  other 
might  be  eafiiy  ftretched.  In  order  to  determine 
from  analogy,  how  far  fuch  an  operation  would 
be  dangerous  to  life,  he  performed  the  fedtion  on 
Vo l.  V.  No.  18.  O  a 
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a  living  pig,  and  the  animal  for  fome  days  was 
unable  either  to  hand  or  walk.  In  the  fpace  of 
a  few  weeks,  however,  it  feemed  to  be  perfe&ly 
recovered,  and  at  the  end  of  three  months  was 
fattened  and  killed.  Dr  Camper  preferves  the 
bones  in  his  niuleum.  The  ingenious  Profeffor 
made  fome  attempts  to  procure  a  trial  of  this  me- 

i 

thod  on  a  young  woman  condemned  to  death  at 
Groningen  j  but  not  being  able  to  fucceed  in  his 
requeft,  publifhed  the  letters  that  paffed  on  the 
occafion,  together  with  many  ingenious  and  fatif- 
faftory  arguments  to  prove  the  practicability  of 
the  operation,  and  the  preference  it  feems,  on 
many  accounts,  to  claim  over  the  Cdefarian  lec¬ 
tion  ;  the  almpft  certain  fatality  of  which  is 
well  known. 

This  publication,  by  a  man  who  has  long  been 

8  '  * 

defervedly  eminent  for  anatomical  and  furgical 
knowledge,  did  not  fail  to  draw  the  attention  of 
furgeons  to  this  fubjeCt,  and,  accordingly,  the 
operation  has  lately  been  performed  at  Paris. 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Paris, 
dated  October  13th,  communicated  by  M r  Ait- 
ken  iurgeon  in  Edinburgh  to  Doctor  Duncan? 
gives  fome  account  of  this  operation,  as  perform- 
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ed  by  M.  Sigault  an  aucoucheur  in  Paris,  as  well 
as  of  fome  other  articles  of  the  medical  news. 

6  We  have  daily  inftances  of  amazing  cures 
performed  in  nervous  diforders  by  electricity,  as 
likewife  by  the  loadftone  applied  to  the  occiput 
and  neck  in  epilepfy,  and  fome  other  dates  of  the 
brain. 

c  There  have  been  feveral  cures  lately  perform* 
ed  in  venereal  and  other  malignant  and  obltinate 
ulcers,  by  the  application  of  the  folar  rays,  by 
means  of  a  burning-glafs. 

4  The  fe&ion  of  the  cartilage  connecting  the 
offa  pubis,  has  been  fuccefsfully  performed  here  j 
they  left  an  hiatus  of  two  inches  and  a  half,  and 
yielded  a  free  paflage  to  the  child  in  four  minutes 
and  a  half.  The  woman  had  before  this  four 
children,  which  were  extracted  picce-meal.* 

The  following  letter  from  Paris  which  lately 
appeared  in  the  London  news-papers,  gives  a  far¬ 
ther  account  of  the  fuccels  of  this  operation,  and 
of  the  perfeCt  recovery  of  the  woman. 

*  On  the  3d  of  December  1777,  Souchot,  the 
loldier’s  wife,  attended  hy  her  hufband,  and  car- 


rying  her  young  fon  in  her  arms,  prefented  her- 

*  1  —  .  *  ' 

felf  to  the  members  of  the  faculty  aflembled  in 
their  hall.  She  walked  alone  up  a  flair-cafe  of 
about  twenty  fteps,  to  the  room  where  the  doc¬ 
tors  were  fitting  ;  fhe  there  walked  about  in  their 
prefence,  and  made,  with  eafe,  all  the  motions 
neceffary  for  walking,  and  gave  fatisfaclory  an- 
fwers  to  all  trie  queftions  put  to  her.  The  child 
was  put  on  a  table,  and  received  by  all  the  gentle- 
men  prefent,  as  a  child  whofe  birth  made  him 
precious  to  the  faculty. 

€  Mr  Sigault  read  afterwards  his  report,  in 
which  he  gave  the  reafons  which  determined  him 
to  cut  the  fymphyfis,  fhewed  the  manner  in  which 
he  proceeded  to  perform  the  operation,  and  the 
consequences  that  followed.  The  report  was  well 
written,  and  received  with  great  applaufe.  Meffrs 
Grandelas  and  Defcemet,  who  had  been  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  faculty  to  inipcdl  into  the  affair,  report¬ 
ed,  that  the  woman  had  the  fymphyfis  cut ;  that  the 
child  came  into  the  world  in  perfed  health  ;  that 
the  mother  was  quite  recovered  ;  and  that  fhe 
walks  as  well  as  ulual. 

cThe  6th  inffant  the  faculty  met  again;  the  af~ 
fembly  was  numerous,  and  it  was  urfanimoufly 
agreed,  that  a  decret  fhould  pafs  in  the  molt  ho¬ 
nourable 
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nourable  terms,  to  MrSigault,  expreffing  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  faculty  ;  it  was  therefore  refol- 
ved,  that  a  medal  ffiould  be  (truck,  on  the  ex¬ 
ergue  of  which  the  date  fhould  appear  of  the  dif- 
covery  made  by  Sigault  on  the  ill  of  Decern  ner 
1768,  and  that  of  the  operation  performed  by 
him  October  i ft  1777/ 

/ 

*  *  *  # 

M.  Amad,  Eman.  de  Haller,  one  of  thefena- 
tors  of  Berne  in  Switzerland,  in  the  following 
letter  to  Doctor  Samuel  Foart  Simmons,  co  firms 
the  account  of  the  death  of  his  father,  the  illuftri- 
ous  Baron  de  Haller,  who,  during  nearly  half  a 
century,  has  held  the  highefl  reputation  in  his 
profeffion,  and  whofe  death  will  be  deservedly 
lamented  by  all  men  of  literature.  We  hope,  in 
fome  future  number  of  our  Commentaries,  to  be 
enabled  to  publiffi  fome  account  of  the  life  and 
writings  of  this  celebrated  man,  of  whofe  death 
his  fon  gives  the  following  account : 

6  Quod  mihi,  quod  conjugi  viduae,  quod  libe- 
iris  optimum  patrem  lugentibus  trifle  et  acerbum 
accidit,  id,  univerfa  fuperflitefamilia  hortante,  ob- 
fequiofiffime  tibi  fignificandum  cenfeo,  quod  et 
officii  ratio  ita  poftulet,  cum  vivum  in  amicorum 
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numero  habueris,  et  haud  vulgari  eum  benevo* 
lentia  profecutus  jfls,  et  noftra  tu  quoque  dolore 
condoleas ;  Hallerum  nempe  tuum,  qui  te  coluit 
inter  prim  os,  plaribus  jam  menfibus  multis  mag* 
nifque  aegritudinibus  confe&u  n,  perpetuos  inter 
labores  marafmo  tandem  oppreffum  occubuiffe 
jam  feptuagenarium.  Pie  et  piacide  animam  red* 
didit,  et  obdormivit  in  Domino  prid.  idus  Dec.  h# 
via.  vefp.  Tu  vero,  vir  ampliffime,  quern  D.  Q* 
M.  falvum  et  fuperflitem  et  felicem  rebus  huma- 
nis  diutiffnne  intereffe  jubeat,  nobis  et  beati  viri 
memoriae  fave.  Vale,  Dab.  Bernae  pod  funus 
datum,  xvii.  cal.  Jan.  mdcclxxviii.5 

#  #  -Jf  # 

It  has  often  been  matter  of  regret,  that,  of  the 
many  ingenious  inaugural  diflertations  publifhed 
at  Edinburgh,  by  much  the  greater  part  are  to¬ 
tally  unknown  to  the  public.  Some  of  thefe,  as 
containing  the  peculiar  do&rines  and  practices  of 
profeiTors  ;  others,  as  containing  ingenious  con¬ 
jectures  from  the  candidates  themfelves,  corrobo¬ 
rated  by  experiments,  could  not  fail  to  afford 
pleafure  and  inftruCtion  to  moft  medical  readers. 
But,  as  a  few  copies  only  are,  in  general,  printed 
off,  intended  merely  to  be  diftributed  by  the  can¬ 
didate 
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didate  among  his  particular  friends,  they  are  ne* 
ver,  unlefs  by  accident,  to  be  met  with  in  the 
fhops.  Thus  the  doCtrines  which  they  contain 
are  publiflied  only  in  a  very  limited  manner. 
And  they  are  often  introduced  into  ocher  works 
in  a  much  lefs  diftinCt  manner  than  in  the  difler- 
tation  itfelf.  While,  at  the  fame  time,  the  origin 
nal  author  of  the  opinion  or  diicovery  is  deprived 
of  that  credit  to  which  he  is  entitled,  i’hefe 
confiderations  have  led,  at  other  feats  of  medical 
literature,  to  the  publication  of  Theiauri,  or  col¬ 
lections  of  dilfertations,  by  which  valuable  effays 
have  not  only  been  preferved,  but  much  more 
generally  read.  But  this  mode  of  prefervation 
has  been  extended  only  to  a  very  few  of  thofe 
publiflied  at  Edinburgh,  which  have  accidentally 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  foreign  collectors. 

It  is  with  pleafure  we  can  inform  our  readers, 
that  a  publication  is  now  begun  at  Edinburgh, 
by  which  this  end  will  be  more  effectually  ob¬ 
tained.  A  collection  of  the  molt  valuable  differ- 
tations  which  have  appeared  at  Edinburgh  fince 
the  eftablifliment  of  medical  claffes  at  that  place, 
is  now  fet  on  foot.  And  the  firft  volume  of  this 
work,  which  is  nearly  printed  off,  will  foon  be  pu¬ 
bliflied.  Befides  the  ingenious  conjectures  which 
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have  been  thrown  out  by  different  ftudents, 

the  intelligent  reader  will  receive  the  mod  diftin£t 
view  of  the  peculiar  doctrines  which  have  been 
delivered  by  the  different  eminent  teachers  of 
medicine  who  have  flaurifhed  at  Edinburgh  for 
thefe  fifty  years  paft. 

*  *  *  * 

-  \  ■ 

Doctor  William  Wright,  phyfician  from  Ja¬ 
maica,  who  holds  the  office  of  furgeon-general  to 
that  ifland,  arrived  lately  in  Edinburgh.  This 
gentleman  has  cultivated  ufeful  botany  with  very 
great  fuccefs,  and  has  made  feveral  very  intereft- 
ing  difcoveries.  Among  others,  he  has  ascertain¬ 
ed  the  plant  which  yields  the  fimarouba  bark. 

Some  time  ago  he  fent  a  drawing  of  this  plant 
to  Dr  Hope,  profeffor  of  botany,  together  with  a 
very  exadl  defcription  of  it,  which,  it  is  prefumed, 
will  be  publifhed  in  the  next  volume  of  the  Phy¬ 
sical  and  Literary  Effays  of  Edinburgh.  Mean¬ 
while,  we  may  only  mention,  that  Dr  Wright 
finds  the  fimarouba  to  be  truly  a  dioicous  plant, 
contrary  to  what  has  been  afferted  by  late  wri¬ 
ters. 

Dr  Wright  has  enriched  this  country  by  bring¬ 
ing  along  with  him  a  large  colle&ion  of  na~ 

j  ’  turaf 
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tural  curiofities,  moft  of  which  have  an  immedi¬ 
ate  tendency  to  fome  ufeful  purpofe.  Among 
other  articles,  he  has  fpecimens  ot  the  new  Ipe- 
cies  of  Peruvian  bark. 

Among  other  new  publications,  it  gives  us 
pleafure  to  anounce  a  work  on  fome  important 
fubjeds  in  furgery,  which  is  at  prefent  in  the  prefs 
at  Edinburgh.  This  work,  which  is  entitled, 
Chirurgical  Eflfays,  treats  principally  of  the  va¬ 
rious  terminations  of  inflammations,  and  of  the 
theory  and  treatment  of  ulcers.  It  is  written  by 
Mr  Benjamin  Bell  furgeon  in  Edinburgh,  a  gen¬ 
tleman  fo  much  eflieemed  for  his  abilities  'among 
thofe  who  have  the  pleafure  of  being  acquainted 
with  him,  that  they  muifc  neceflarily  entertain 
high  expectations  from  any  work  that  he  may 
publifh, 

#  *  * 

*  ' 

A  third  edition  of  the  Synopfis  Nofologiae 
Methodicae,  which  was  firfl  publiflied  at  Edin¬ 
burgh,  by  Dr  Cullen,  in  the  year  1769,  is  now 
in  the  prefs  at  that  place.  The  fecond  edition  of 

this 
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this  work,  which  was  publifhed  in  1772,  was 
ry  confiderably  enlarged  ;  but,  to  the  prefent  e- 
ditioo,  fo  many  additions  are  intended  to  be  made* 
that,  in  place  of  one  volume,  it  will  now  form 
two. 

%  #  #  * 

,V  itf.  4  •3,.- -  ft-f  V  *  { *  -  ■•/  •  :  l*/ 
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We  mentioned  in  our  laft  number,  that  a  vo« 
lume  of  Medical  Cafes,  with  Remarks  and  Ob- 
fervations,  which  were  delivered  in  a  courfe  of 
le&ures  by  Dr  Duncan,  was  in  the  prefs  at  E- 
dinburgh.  The  publication  of  that  volume  has, 
by  different  accidents,  been  fomewhat  retarded. 
But  the  greateft  part  of  it  is  now  printed  off,  and 
it  will  probably  be  in  the  fhops  before  the  end 
of  the  prefent  winter-feffion. 

%  %  %  % 

,i«.  \  \  -  -  -  v  • 

At  the  annual  election  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Phyficians  in  Edinburgh,  the  following  gentlemen 
were  chofen  to  the  different  offices  for  the  en* 

fuing  year. 

Dr  Grant  Prefident. 

Dr  Home  vice  PrefidenU 
Dr  Monro  Secretary. 

Dr  Gardiner  Librarian* 

Dr 
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Dr  Hope  i 
Dr  Steedman  5 
Dr  Hay  Treafurer 
Dr  Hunter  Fifcal* 


Ccnfors. 


i 


/ 


The  following  gentlemen,  after  having  been 
licentiates  of  the  college  of  phyficians  in  Edin¬ 
burgh  for  the  uiual  time,  have  been  lately  eleded 
fellows,  viz.  Dr  Daniel  Rutherfoord,  Dr  James 

Gregory,  and  Dr  Arnold-Bartholemew  Bee* 

,*  .  .  -  * 

renbroek. 


&  *  *  % 


The  eflablifhment  of  a  public  Difpenfary  at  E- 
dinburgh,  which  has  given  rife  to  a  new  courfe 
of  medical  ledures  there,  is  likely  to  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  {till  greater  advantage  in  this  refped  to 
ftudents  of  medicine  at  that  place*  The  mod 
important  cafes  which  occurred  at  the  Difpenfa¬ 
ry,  were  before  feleded  as  the  fubjed  of  cafe-lec¬ 
tures.  And,  by  this  means,  the  ftudents  were  pre- 
fented  with  remarks  and  obfervations  on  the  ca¬ 
fes  of  patients  whofe  difeafes  were  of  fuch  a  na¬ 
ture  that  they  mult  have  been  injured  by  reft- 
dence  in  an  hofpital. 


Hitherto,  however,  the  ftudents  attending  thefe 
ledures  have  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the 
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practice,  and  hearing  the  remarks  of  one  phyfi- 
'oan  only.  But  the  governors  of  the  Difpenfary3 
at*  their  iaft  annual  meeting,  appointed  Dr  Andrew 
Duncan  and  Dr  Charles  Webfler  conjunct  phy- 
ficians  to  that  charity  \  and  thefe  gentlemen  pro- 

*■ 

pofe  to  deliver  a  courfe  of  lectures  during  the 
enfuing  fummer,  in  which  they  will  be  mutually 
concerned. 

This  courfe  will  commence  about  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  May,  and  will  continue  for  three  months. 
The  fee  for  attendance  is  one  guinea  for  the  lec¬ 
tures,  and  half  a  guinea  as  medicine-money.  All 
the  Undents  who  attend  this  courfe,  will  alfo  be 
entitled  to  attend  the  whole  practice  at  the  Dif- 
penfary.  Two  lectures  will  be  delivered  every 
week,  one  by  each  of  the  phyficians.  D.  Dun¬ 
can  will  give  a  cafe-lecture  every  Monday,  at  e- 
leven  o’clock,  and  Dr  Webfler  every  Thurfday, 
at  the  fame  hour  ;  befides  which,  every  Tuefday, 
at  eleven  o’clock,  Dr  Duncan  will  read  a  ledture, 

i 

confiding  of  remarks  and  obfervations  on  the 
pharmacopoeias  of  the  colleges  of  phyficians  of 
London  and  Edinburgh. 

Thofe  gentlemen  who,  from  former  attendance, 
are  already  perpetual  pupils  at  Dr  Duncan  s  me¬ 
dical  lectures,  will  be  entitled  to  the  prefent 

courfe 


courfe  without  the  payment  of  any  other  fee  than 
that  of  medicine-money.  And  to  thofe  who  have 
already  attended,  or  may  hereafter  attend  any  o- 
ther  courfe  of  his  lectures,  attendance  on  the  pre- 
fent  courfe  will  be  reckoned  in  the  fame  manner 
as  if  the  le&ures  were  given  by  Dr  Duncan  a- 
lone. 
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SECT.  IV, 


Lift  of  New  Booh 


Differtation  on  the  inoculated  fmalbpox ; 


or  an  attempt  towards  an  inveftigation  of 


the  real  caufes  which  render  the  fmall-pox  by  in¬ 
oculation  fo  much  more  mild  and  fafe  than  the 
fame  difeafe  when  produced  by  the  ordinary 
means  of  infe&ion.  By  John  Mudge,  furgeon 
at  Plymouth*  8vo,  London, 

A  feledt  number  of  fchirrous  and  cancerous  ca¬ 
fes  fuccefsfully  treated  by  the  peculiar  remedy  of 
Melmouth  Guy  furgeon.  8vo,  London. 

A  treatife  upon  artificial  eledricity,  in  which 
are  given  folutions  of  a  number  of  interefting  e- 
ledrical  phaenomena  hitherto  unexplained,  &c. 
Translated  from  the  original  Italian  of  Father 
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Giambatifta  Beccaria,  profeflor  of  natural  philo- 
fophy  in  the  univerfity  of  Turin.  4to,  London® 

An  account  of  the  difeafes  moft  incident  to 
children,  from  their  birth  to  the  age  of  puberty  ; 
with  a  fuccefsful  method  of  treating  them.  To 
which  is  added  an  effay  on  nurfing.  By  George 
Armftrong,  M.  D.  phyfician  to  the  difpenfary. 
8vo,  London. 

A  treatife  on  the  ufe  and  abufe  of  mineral 
i  waters,  &c.  By  Hugh  Smith,  M,  D.  8vo, 

I  London, 

Britifh  zoology.  By  Thomas  Pennant,  Efq: 
Vol.  IV.  ^to,  London. 

An  account  of  the  tenia,  or  long  tape-worm, 
ij  and  of  the  method  of  treating  it,  as  pra&ifed  at 
i  Morat  in  Switzerland  ;  being  a  tranflation  of  a 
r  memoir  publifhed  at  Paris,  with  copperplates* 

I8vo,  London. 

%  1  _ 

Obfervations  and  conje&ures  on  the  nature 
1  and  properties  of  light,  and  on  the  theory  of 
::  comets.  By  William  Cole.  8vo,  London. 

Formulae  medicamentorum  fele&ae  ;  or  felect 
c  preferipuons  of  the  mod  eminent  phyficians  for 
n  various  difeafes  incident  to  the  human  body. 

py  Edward  Fox,  apothecary  in  ordinary  to  her 
I  Royal 
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Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs  Amelia.  8vo,  Lon¬ 
don. 

An  experimental  inquiry  into  the  caufes  of  the 
changes  of  colours  in  opaque  and  coloured  bo¬ 
dies.  With  an  biftorica!  preface  relative  to  the 
parts  of  philofophy  therein  examined,  and  to  the 
feveral  arts  and  manufactures  dependenton  them. 
By  Edward  Hufley  Delaval,  F.  R.  S.  410,  Lon¬ 
don.  .1 

Memoires  Litteraires,  critiques,  phiiologiques, 
et  bibliographiques,  pour  fervir  a  Phiftoire  an- 
cienne  et  moderne  de  la  mcdecine.  4to,  Paris. 

Obfervations  fur  les  pertes  de  fang  des  fem¬ 
mes  en  couches,  et  fur  le  moyen  de  les  guerir, 
par.  M.  le  Roux,  maitre  en  chirurgie,  a  Dijon. 
A  Dijon  et  a  Paris. 

*  \  i 

Nouvelle  methode  de  trailer  les  maladies  ve- 
neriennes  par  la  fumigation,  avec  Its  proces-ver- 
baux  des  guerdons  operas  par  ce  moyen.  Par 
Mr  Pierre  la  Louette,  docteur  regent  de  la  fa- 
cuke  de  Paris,  &c.  A  Paris. 

Methode  eprouvce  pourle  traitement  de  la  rage, 
public  par  ordre  du  gouvernement.  A  Paris. 

Obfervutions  fur  les  maladies  des  Negrcs,  leurs 
caul-,  Lur  traitement,  et  les  moyens  de  les  pre¬ 
vent 
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Venir.  Par  M.  Dazille,  M.  D.  &c.  8vo,  Paris. 

Rechcrches  critiques  fur  la  chirurgie  moderne, 
avec  des  lettres  a  M,  Louis,  &c.  par  M.  Valen¬ 
tin  du  college  royal  de  chirurgie  de  Paris.  A 
Amfterdam  et  a  Paris. 

'  I  v 

Semiotice  phyfiologicam  et  pathologicam  ge- 
neralem  coinplexa.  In  ufutn  praeleCtionum  aca- 
demicarum  confcripfit  Chriftianus  Godofredus 
Gruner,  M.  D.  et  Prof.  cet.  cum  privilegio  Sax- 

onici  EleCtorali,  Halae  Magdeburgi. 

-  *  .  * 

De  viribus  Arnicae  fpecimen  inaugur.  au£h 
Petro  Andrea  Schutt,  Hamburg.  Gottingae. 

Letters  and  effays  on  the  fmall  pox,  inocula- 
1  tion,  the  mealies,  the  dry  belly  ach,  the  yellow, 
i  ancf  remitting,  and  intermitting  fevers  of  the  Weft 
Indies,  &c.  By  different  practitioners,  8vo,  Lon¬ 
don. 

■ 

De  caufis  phaenomenorum  quae  obfervantur 
lin  progreffione  morborum  epidtmicorum  lente 

1 

progredientium,  praefertim  Peftilentiae  nominum 
et  Luis  Bovillae;  atque  inde  nafceiite  notabili 
aliquo  genere  novorum  prophyladicorum.  Auc- 
tore  Chriftoph.  .nlbcrto  Eichelberg.  Neomagi, 


Vol,  V.  No.  i8„ 


P 


€  O  N- 


/ 


CONTENT 


Books. 

f 

feake,  John.  Medical  Inflrudions.  n  7 

Hunter ,  John.  P  repo  fa  Is  for  the  recovery  of 
perfons  apparently  drowned .  129 

Weftphal.  And .  De  limit  andis  laudihus  vomi - 

toriorum.  ~  ~  I3^ 

Hewfon ,  William ,  Experimental  Inquiries , 

“  “  “  1 41 

Stevens  Edvard.  De  alimentorum  concodione  1 16 
Hev .  Gul .  Obfervationes  Medico  Pradicae  et 

Chirurgicae «  “  60  1 5  5 

y  -  .  • 

Medical  Observations. 


fhe  Hi/lory  of  two  Cafes  from  the  poifonous  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  feeds  of  the  thorn  apple ,  com¬ 
municated  to  Dr  Duncan,  Mr  Ihomas 
Fowler,  member  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
Edinburgh .  - 

Mfcellaneous  pradical  Obfervations ,  ca- 
trads  of  'a  letter  fromDx  Percival  Ato- 
chefler ,  to  Dr  D uncan «  « 


161 


166 

i  5  s 

Tk* 


CONTENTS. 

'  > 


The  Hiflory  of  a  Difcharge  of  Blood  to  a  great 
extent ,  by  tappings  in  a  Letter  from  a 
Gentleman  of  the  Ifland  of  Antigua ,  to  Mr 
Samuel  Atlull  -  *  -  181 

The  Hiftory  of  a  Cafe  in  which  obflinate  Affec¬ 
tions  of  the  Inteflines  were  radically  cured 

v 

by  the  difcharge  of  a  great  number  of  Jhb- 
fl  offices  refembling  hydatides,  from  the  ufe  of 
purgatives ,  by  Dr  William  Scott  phyfician 
at  Hawick  ?  -  -  -  1 8  2 

The  Hiflory  of  a  fractured  Sternum ,  by  Mr 
George  Borthwick  Surgeon  to  the  14 th 
Regiment  of  Dragoons .  -  185 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr  Richard  Pew, 
Surgeon  at  Wellingborough ,  Northampton - 
Jhire ,  to  Dr  Duncan,  giving  an  account  of 
an  affonifhing  recovery  after  a  wound  thro ’ 
the  lungs.  -  9  188 

Medical  News. 

Account  of  the  late  Mr  de  Bordeu ,  and  of  his 
principal  works  and  opinions.  19 1 

An  Account  of  the  late  Earthquake ,  in  a  Letter 
from  Dr  Percival  at  Manchefler  to  Dr 
Duncan*  ?  -  «  20  j 

-  t  • 


4 


CONTENTS* 


230 

A  Letter  from  Dr  Daly  of  Bayreuth  in  Fran ■ 
coni  a  1  to  Dr  Duncan,  in  defence  of  the  late 
Dr  De  Haen>  with  Extracts  from  his  Trea - 
tije  de  Miraculis .  -  -  20$ 

Account  of  the  fuccefs  obtained  from  dividing 
the  fymphyfis  pubis  in  cafes  of  narrow  pel - 
vis .  -  -  -  “  211 

Extract  of  a  Letter  to  Dr  Simmons  giving  an 
Account  of  the  Death  of  Dr  Halier.  215 

An  Account  of  different  Medical  Works  in  the 
Frefs  at  Edinburgh .  -  -  2 1 6 

Botanical  dij cover ies  by  Dr  Wright  of  Ja¬ 
maica*  -  -  -  -  218 

Intended  Courfe  of  Medical  LeElures  ,at  the 
Difpenfary ,  by  Dr  Webfter  and  Dr  Dun¬ 
can,  Fhyficians  to  that  Charity,  221 

List  of  New  Books,,  *  *  22 a 


MEDICAL 

i  /  * 

AND 

■  *  ,  i 

PHILOSOPHICAL 

COMMENTARIES. 

By  aSociETY  in  Edinburgh. 


¥oluifle  me  ea}  quae  plimmis  profutura  videbantur  commcndare 
Jipnis.  Fallopius. 


VOLUME  FIFTH. 

PART  III. 

V  -  - 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  J.  Murray,  No.  32.  Fleet-ftreet  j 
J.  Bell.  W.  Creech,  C.  Elliot,  and 
M.  Drummond,  Edinburgh  t 


M,DCC,L^XYII!, 


A  « 


>  -  4  - 


' 


k  \ 


medical 


COMMENTARIES. 

SECT.  I. 

An  Account  of  Books , 

L 

Henrici-Jofephi  Collin,  JAofocomii  Vazmannianl 
Vhyfici  ordinarily  et  Sac .  Caefareo-Reg .  Apoft . 
Mage  ft.  Regim .  Infer .  Auftr,  ConfiliariiY  lqkvvl 
Arnica  F/rWj  7*^*  Obfervationum  circa  Morbos 
Acutos  etChrcnicos  faftarum>  pars  quarta .  ^to, 
Viennae. 

» 

THE  differtation  before  us,  the  fubjedl  of 
which,  as  exprdfed  in  the  title,  is  the 
flowers  of  the  Arnica,  or  German  Leopard’s  bane, 
is  divided  by  our  author  into  four  chapters.  In 

Q^2  the 
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the  fir  ft  is  given  a  defcription  of  the  plant.  In 
the  fecond,  a  variety  of  cafes  are  enumerated  of 
the  effects  of  Arnica  in  paralytic  difprders.  In 
the  third 9  we  find  examples  of  its  being  exhibited 
with  great  advantage  in  cafes  of  amaurofis.  And, 
in  the  fourth,  inftances  are  given  from  which  it 
appears  to  be  a  powerful  antifpafmodc. 

A  few  of  the  moft  remarkable  cafes  in  each  of 
the  three  iaft  chapters  fhall  be  extraded  ;  and, 
to  prevent  any  ambiguity  which  might  occur 
from  a  tranflation,  with  refpedt  to  the  plant  ltfelf, 
we  fhall  tranferibe,  verbatim,  the  author’s  deferip- 
tion  of  it. 

6  Radix  eft  perennis,  calamum  aut  etiam  mini° 
mum  ferme  digitum  interdum  craffa,  inaequahs, 
horizontalitcr  aut  oblique  excurrens,  hbris  plu- 
ribus  deorium  tendentibus,  terrae  afhxa  \  extus 
fpadicea,  intus  albida  ;  odons  fortis  et  gravis $ 
faporis  acris  aromatici  nec  ingrati. 

«  Folia  ex  ipfa  radice  emergunt  quina  aut  fena 
ovata,  bafm  verfus  plufculum  elongata,  anguftata, 
integra,  facie  dilute  virentia,  fubtomentofa  ;  dor- 
fa  rnagis  canenfia,  et  glabriora,  nervis  tr inis  aut 
quin  is  longitudinaliter  infignita,  ad  plantagvms 
mediae  folia  non  nihil  accedentia  ;  faporis,  dum 
diutius  mafticantur,  manifefte  falfi  cum  kviflimo* 
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K  Caulis  inter  haec  folia  exfurgit  pedalis  et  altior, 
teres,  fubpilofus  ;  hie  per  intervalla  foliis  ornatur 
paucis,  oppofitis,  feffilibus,  radicalibus  aemulis, 
at  brevioribus. 

‘  Flores  prope  caulis  Fafligium  ex  foliorum 
axillis  progrediuntur  fingulares,  adverfum  pofiti  ; 
in  cacumine  vero  caulis  communiter  terni,  majuf- 
euli,  radiati,  aurei  coloris,  faporis  intenfe  amari ; 
pedunculis  ere&is  fubpilofis  fuftentati. 

6  Calix  florum  communis  ex  fquamulis  con- 
flat  elongatis,  aequalibus,  ere£tis,  canaliculatis, 
fubpilofis,  feabriufeulis. 

‘  Corolla  ex  femifiofculis  componitur,  calycc 
duplo  longioribus  (15  aut  pluribus),  fubaequali- 
bus,  ligulatis,  tridentatis,  patentibus,  radium 
conftituentibus  ;  quorum  finguli  filamenta  quin- 
que,  antheris  carentia,  et  ftylum  unicum,  apice 
bifidum,  intra  tubulum  recondunt ;  caeterum 
tamen  fertiles  omnes. 

t 

1  Difcum  vero  flofeuli  occupant  tubulofi,  ore 
plerumque  quinquefidi ;  ftaminibus  quinque 
(quorum  antherae  in  tubum  cylindraceum  con- 
cretae  funt)  et  ftylo  unico,  apice  bipartito,  intra 
antherarum  tubum  recondito,  inftru&i;  pariter 
fertiles. 
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«  Semina  fequuntur  oblonga,  nuda,pappopilofo 
coronata;  receptaculo  villofo,  parumpcr  convexo, 
infidentia.  Crefcit  in  collibus  et  pratis  fubalpinis.9 

After  this  defcription  of  the  plant,  we  {hall  give 
a  fhort  view  of  fome  of  the  principal  cafes,  pre- 
ferving  the  numbers  ufed  in  the  original  work. 

In  the  fecond  chapter,  the  author  relates  twen¬ 
ty-eight  cafes  in  which  the  arnica  was  ufed  in 
paralyfis  $  from  which  the  following  are  fele&ed  :• 

CAS  E.  1. 

A  girl  of  eleven  years  of  age  was  brought  to 
Do&or  Collin  at  the  hofpital,  about  the  middle 
of  April.  For  ten  days  fhe  had  laboured  under 
a  paraplegia,  which  feemed  to  have  been  induced 
by  fear.  She  complained  of  difficulty  in  deglu¬ 
tition,  of  coftivenefs,  and  fcarcity  of  urine.  She 
was  of  a  pale  complexion,  and  of  a  thin  lax  ha¬ 
bit  of  body.  Fulfe  feeble. 

From  the  time  of  the  patient’s  admiffion  till 
the  end  of  April,  every  remedy  ufual  in  paraly¬ 
tic  affections  was  had  recoorfe  to,  but  with  no 
advantage  ;  our  author  refolved,  therefore,  to 
make  trial  of  the  {lores  arnicae  \  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  formula  was  ordered. 

^  Flor.  Arnic.  dr.  i.  inf.  c.  Aq.  fervid,  q. 
f,  per  i  hor.  vafe  claufo,  Colat.  lb  i.  adde 

i  Syr. 
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Syr.  flor.  Chamom.  unc.  1.  quatuor  vel 
quinque  dofibus  diei  unius  fpatio  abfumatur. 

On  the  fourth  day  from  her  entering  upon 
this  remedy,  {he  began  both  to  fpeak  and  to  fwal- 
low  with  more  eafe.  She  moved  her  fingers 
eafier  than  before.  She  fuffered  no  inconveni¬ 
ence  from  the  medicine  5  her  urine  became  more 
plentiful,  and  her  {tools  more  natural. 

At  times  the  patient  complained  of  violent 
pains  in  different  parts,  which  occurred  fudden- 
ly  ;  but  they  were  always  removed  by  gentle  fric¬ 
tion.  The  fame  remedy,  viz,  the  flores  arnicae, 
was  continued  till  the  end  of  May,  when  the 
cure  was  compleated ;  and  the  patient  being 
kept  in  the  hofpital  till  near  the  end  of  June  for 
the  recovery  of  her  ftrength,  {he  was  then  diff 
miffed  perfe&ly  well. 

CASE  III. 

A  man  fixty  years  old,  foon  after  taking  din¬ 
ner,  began  to  Hammer  in  his  fpeech,  and  was 
prefently  feized  with  a  paralytic  affe&ion  of  his 
left  fide.  Bleeding  was  prefcribed,  and  alfo  purga¬ 
tives,  blifters,  and  frictions,  but  with  no  advan¬ 
tage.  On  the  fourth  day  from  the  firft  attack, 
the  patient  was  removed  to  the  hofpital,  when 
he  was  found  to  labour  under  a  real  hemiplegia. 

0^4  A 
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A  ftrong  infufion  of  flowers  of  arnica,  viz, 
two  drams  of  the  flowers  to  a  pound  of  the 
{trained  liquid,  was  immediately  ordered,  with  a 
laxative,  repeated  at  proper  intervals. 

For  the  firft  three  weeks  no  fenfible  effe&s 
were  perceived  £  but,  after  that  period,  the  pa¬ 
tient  began  to  complain  of  a  kind  of  creeping 
fenfation  in  his  hands  and  feet,  and  of  (hooting 
pains  in  different  joints,  as  if  ftrongly  elearified. 

From  this  period,  the  different  fymptoms  di- 
minifhed  daily,  and  the  fame  dofe  of  the  remedy 
being  continued  till  the  1 8th  of  July,  the  patient 
was  difmiffed  perfectly  cured  in  a  ftiort  time 

thereafter, 

CASE  X, 

A  woman  aged  fixty-five  years,  who  had  for¬ 
merly  been  very  healthy,  was,  on  the  17th  of 
March,  after  expofure  to  a  great  degree  of  cold, 
feized  with  a  fudden  want  of  recolledion,  together 
with  inability  of  moving  her  left  arm  and  leg. 

After  a  variety  of  applications  and  remedies 
had  been  tried  in  vain,  the  patient  was  carried 
to  the  hofpital  on  the  2  iff  of  the  month.  At  this 
period,  the  whole  left  fide,  except  the  head,  was 
totally  deprived  of  motion.  The  patient  was  in 
a  conftant  delirium  \  her  Deep  was  interrupted  ; 

her 
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her  pulfe  fmall  and  foft ;  breathing  flow  and  dif¬ 
ficult  ;  diglutition  natural ;  belly  coftive. 

A  ftrong  infuflon  of  flores  arnicae,  the  fame  as 
ufed  in  Cafe  III.  was  immediately  ordered.  On 
the  24th  of  the  month  the  delirium  Was  much 
diminilhed,  the  patient’s  fleep  was  much  more 
calm  than  before,  and  lhe  now  complained  of 
pain  over  all  the  aflfe&ed  fide. 

March  25th.  The  medicine  was  this  day  made 
confiderably  ftronger  than  hitherto,  by  adding  a 
dram  more  of  the  flowers  of  arnica  to  each  pound 
of  the  infuflon.  The  patient  (till  complains  of 
pain  in  the  affe&ed  fide,  together  with  a  formica- 
tio,  or  a  continued  creeping  fenfation. 

By  the  3d  of  April  the  woman  was  able  to  move 
her  arm  and  leg,  and  lhe  now  began  to  complain 
of  frequent  fliooting  pains  in  the  parts  affe&ed. 
In  a  few  days  thereafter,  both  the  fenfe  and  mo- 
tion  of  the  different  joints  were  perfe£tly  refto- 
red ;  her  breathing  became  free,  her  pulfe  full 

V 

and  ftrong,  and  lhe  was  difmiffed  on  the  24th  of 
the  month  compleatly  cured. 

CASE  XXI. 

A  woman,  aged  36  years,  was  feized,  in  the 
month  of  O&ober,  with  an  apople&ic  fit,  from 
-which  lhe  recovered  by  the  ufe  of  glyfters,  pur¬ 
gatives. 
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gatives,  and  blood  letting.  The  left  leg,  howe¬ 
ver,  was  found  to  be  entirely  deprived  both  of 
fenfe  and  motion.  For  this  a  variety  of  reme¬ 
dies  were  ufed,  but  with  no  advantage,  and  the 
patient  was  brought  to  the  hofpital  on  the  26th 
of  November. 

At  this  time  her  pulfe  was  very  weak,  fmall, 
and  unequal  $  her  breathing  flow  and  difficulty 
appetite  bad  \  belly  natural ;  a  general  debility 
prevailed ;  and  the  patient  was  of  a  pale  com¬ 
plexion,  and  of  a  flaccid  habit  of  body.  The 
following  prefcription  was  immediately  ordered : 

&  Flor.  Arnic.  unc.dimid.  inf.  cum  Aq.  fervid, 
q.  f.  per  4  hor.  dein  per  medium  4  hor. 
bulliant  vafe  claufo  \  colat.  lt>  1.  adde  Syr. 
Capill.  Vener.  unc.  1.  vel  unc.  ifs*  Die! 
uni  us  fpatio  abfumat  aeger. 

The  medicines  did  not,  in  this  woman,  pro¬ 
duce  any  of  thefe  fhooting  pains  taken  notice  of 
in  the  preceding  cafes.  In  the  courfe  of  eight 
days  the  whole  leg  recovered  its  fenfation ;  her 
appetite  returned  ;  and  {he  found  herfelf  better 
in  every  refpeft.  The  fame  dofe  of  the  remedy 
was  continued  till  the  14th  of  January,  when  the 
patient  was  difmifled,  cured. 


The 
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The  third  chapter  contains  nine  cafes  in  which 
1  the  infufion  of  the  arnica  was  ufed  againft  amau- 
rofis.  Of  thefe  the  following  may  ferve  as 
(examples. 

CASE  HI* 

A  girl  of  twenty, three  years  of  age,  on  reco* 
vering  from  an  epidemic  petechial  fever,  found 
herfelf  totally  deprived  of  fight ;  the  pupils  were 
greatly  dilated,  and  immoveable,  fo  that  an  a* 
maurofis  was  evident  in  each  eye# 

Blifters  were  applied  to  the  head  and  neck, 
without  advantage  ;  and  the  patient  being  fo  much 
reduced  as  to  prevent  powerful  evacuating  reme¬ 
dies  being  had  recourfe  to,  a  ftrong  decodlion  of 
flowers  of  arnica  was  preferibed  ;  this  was  on 
the  7th  of  December.  The  remedy  in  this 
cafe  induced  a  gentle  diaphorefis;  on  the  nth 
of  the  month  a  delirium,  which,  till  then,  had 
prevailed,  began  to  difappear  \  and  the  patient 
could  diftinguifh  light  from  darknefs. 

On  the  1 6th  of  December,  both  eyes  appear¬ 
ed  natural  \  vifion  was  perfectly  reftored,  and  the 
patient  was  well  in  every  refpeft.  The  fame  re¬ 
medy  being  continued  till  the  firfl  of  January, 
the  woman  wras  then  difmilfed,  cured. 

In  the  other  eight  cafes  of  amaurofis  related, 
at  full  length,  by  our  author,  the  infufion  of  the 
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flowers  of  German  Leopard’s  bane  proved 
qually  fuccefsful  as  in  the  preceding  cafe. 

In  the  fourth  chapter  we  are  prefented  with 
feven  cafes  illuftrating  the  effeds  of  the  arnica  as 
an  antifpafmodic. 

CASE  II. 

A  man  aged  thirty-four  years,  by  trade  £ 
guilder,  was  brought  to  the  hofpital  on  the  10th 
of  November.  For  two  years  he  had  been  fub- 
jed  to  tremors  in  his  tongue,  and  in  his  dif* 
ferent  joints,  which,  about  fix  weeks  before  this 
period,  had  become  fo  confiderable,  as  to  render 
it  very  difficult  for  him  to  eat  ;  he  loll  the  ufe  of 
his  legs,  and  was  clofe  confined  to  bed  ;  he  was 
greatly  emaciated  ;  but  the  different  fundions 
feemed  to  be  all  unimpaired! 

A  purgative  being  premifed,  a  weak  infufion 
of  flor.  arnicae  was  preferibed,  which  having 
been  continued  for  eight  days,  the  patient  found 
himfelf  able  to  fpeak  more  clearly  than  before, 
and  the  tremor  in  his  joints  was  confidprably  di- 
niinifhed. 

By  the  beginning  of  December  the  tremor 
both  in  his  joints  and  tongue  had  difappeared 
entirely,  and  he  began  to  gather  ftrength. 
The  fame  remedy  was  continued  till  the  20th  of 
that  month  ;  and,  on  the  twelfth  of  January,  he 
was  difmiffed  perfedly  cured. 


CASE 


COMMENTARIES.  343 


CASE  VI. 

A  girl  aged  fourteen  years,  tall,  and  of  a  fan- 
guine  temperament,  who  had  been  liable  to 

* 

frequent  attacks  of  erifipelatous  affeCtions,  was, 
on  the  5th  of  April,  feized  with  a  return  of  the 
fame  nature.  The  ufual  remedies  being  had  re- 
eourfe  to,  this  diforder  was  foon  removed  ;  but, 
immediately  thereafter,  the  patient  was  feized 
with  a  locked  jaw,  which  continued  till  the  1 5th 
of  the  month,  when,  after  expofure  to  cold,  fhe 
was  attacked  with  fymptoms  of  opifthotonus. 

After  having  ufed  a  variety  of  remedies  with* 
out  any  relief,  the  patient  was  removed  to  the 
hofpital  on  the  20th  of  April.  At  this  time  there 
was  a  confiderable  incurvation  of  the  fpine  ;  the 
head  was  drawn  backwards,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  was  immoveable.  The  different  members 
were  all  in  an  extended  ftate,  and  very  rigid. 
The  mufcles  of  the  abdomen,  and  of  the  whole 
trunk,  were  rigid;  during  fleep  the  jaw  feparated 
a  little,  which  admitting  the  point  of  the  tongue 
to  pufh  out,  it  was  frequently  bit  by  the  jaw  con¬ 
tracting  on  the  patient  awaking.  Along  with 
other  fymptoms,  the  breathing  was  difficult,  and 
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the  pulfe  not  quick,  but  unequal,  irregular,  and 
tolerably  full,  though  not  hard. 

Emo’ient  injections  were  prefcribed  ;  five  bli- 
fters  were  applied  on  different  parts ;  and  the 
patient  was  ordered  to  drink  a  ftrong  decoCtion 
of  the  flowers  of  the  arnica. 

For  the  firft  four  days  of  this  courfe,  no  fa¬ 
vourable  change  was  obferved  ;  but,  on  the  fifth 
day,  without  any  force  being  applied,  the  under 
jaw  opened  fo  confiderably  as  to  admit  both  the 
neceflary  remedies,  and  different  articles  of  food, 
to  be  more  eafily  introduced  than  they  had  pre- 
vioufly  been. 

On  the  26th  of  the  month,  the  head  was  lefs 
retracted,  and  was  capable  of  gentle  motion,  in 
different  directions.  The  fpine  was  not  fo  much 
incurvated  ;  the  joints  were  all  lefs  rigid  ;  the 
excretions,  both  by  the  bladder  and  anus,  which 
had  before  been  affeCted,  were  now  natural.  A 
pretty  copious  fweat  prevailed  over  the  whole 
body.  The  pulfe  was  free  and  equal ;  and  re- 

i 

fpi ration  eafy. 

j 

The  fame  courfe  being  continued,  the  diffe¬ 
rent  fymptotus  all  gradually  abated,  excepting  a 

ftiffnefs  or  rigidity  of  the  abdominal  mufcles. 

For 
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For  this  laft  fymptom,  emollient  poultices  were 
applied  over  the  whole  abdomen,  and  continued 
conftantly,  both  night  and  day.  By  this  means 
the  tenfenefs  of  the  mufcles  was  removed.  The 
infufion  of  arnica  was  continued  till  the  5th  of 
June,  and  the  patient  was  retained  a  few  weeks  in 
the  hofpital  for  the  recovery  pf  her  ftrength  ;  flic 
was  then  diffmiffed  cured. 

There  are  other  five  cafes  related  by  our  au¬ 
thor,  of  the  antifpafmodic  effe&s  of  the  flowers 
of  arpica  ;  but  more  of  them  could  not  be  here 
enumerated,  without  extending  this  article  to  too 
great  a  length. 


II. 

Letters  from  Mr  John  Quier,  Praftitioner  of 
Phyfic  in  the  Ifland  of  Jamaica,  to  Dr  D. 
Monro,  Jermyn-ftreet,  London,  on  the  Small¬ 
pox  and  Inoculation ,  Meafles ,  &c .  Vid.  Let¬ 
ters  and  EJfays  on  the  Smallpox ,  Inoculation , 
Meafles,  &c.  By  different  Praflitioners.  8vo, 
London. 


IN  the  publication  before  us,  there  are  three  let¬ 
ters  concerning  the  Small-pox  by  Mr  John 

Quier, 
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Quier,  from  which  fuch  circumftances  as  appear 
mod  remarkable  fhall  be  here  fele&ed. 

Mr  Quier  arrived  in  Jamaica  in  July  17675 
when  he  found  the  fmall-pox  had,  for  fome  time, 
been  epidemical,  in  different  parts  of  that  Illand* 
And,  as  the  difeafe  fpread  quickly,  notwithftand- 
ing  every  precaution,  and  grew  daily  more  fatal,, 
this  appeared  to  our  author  a  very  proper  period 
for  introducing  a  more  general  ufe  of  the  pradlice 
of  inoculation. 

He  firft  began  to  inoculate  in  March  1768  ; 
and,  by  the  end  of  fummer,  near  feven  hundred 
negroes  had  gone  through  the  difeafe,  under  his 
care.  As  the  feafon  was  dry  and  favourable,  the 
fiaves  went  conftantly  through  their  daily  labour 
in  the  field  during  the  whole  procefs,  thofe  only 
excepted  who  had  a  higher  degree  of  fever  than 
ufual  at  the  eruption,  or  who  had  their  feet  and 
hands  fo  covered  with  puftules  that  they  could 
not  walk  or  hold  the  utenfils  of  their  labour, 
of  which  fome  inftances  occurred* 

Our  author  places  great  confidence  in  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  mercurials  and  of  flrong  purgatives  in  the 
pva&ice  of  inoculation.  Children,  he  obferves, 
may  be  inoculated,  with  fafety,  at  all  ages  ;  but 
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it  is  an  erroneous  opinion,  he  remarks,  that  chil¬ 
dren  have  the  fmalbpox  from  inoculation  more 
favourable  than  adults,  fince,  befides  the  various 
accidental  indifpofitions  to  which  that  tender  age 
is  fubje&ed  during  the  procefs,  the  pudules  are  al- 
mod  always  more  numerous  in  them  than  in 
grown  perfons,  even  although  the  latter  may  la¬ 
bour  under  fuch  chronical  dileafes  as  are  fuppo- 
fed  to  arife  from  a  very  depraved  date  of  the 
fluids. 

Among  negroes,  our  author  thinks  pregnancy 
is  no  obje&ion  to  the  practice  of  inoculation, 
at  lead,  during  the  fird  fix  or  i'even  months  of 
gedation ;  nor  is  it  neceflary,  he  obferves,  to  a- 
void  the  intervention  of  the  mendrual  flux. 

Infancy  has  been  commonly  fixed  upon  as  the 
mod  proper  period  for  inoculation,  on  account 
of  the  bland  date  of  the  fluids  which  is  then  fup- 
pofed  to  take  place.  Many  deviations  from  this 
general  rule  have,  of  late  years,  been  made  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  world  ;  and  our  author  re¬ 
marks,  that,  from  the  peculiarity  of  their  fitua- 
tion,  pra&itioners,  in  the  Wed  Indies,  have  been 
obliged  to  carry  this  point  farther  than  they  o- 
therwife  probably  would  have  done.  Venereal 
complaints,  both  recent  and  inveterate  $  the  ele- 
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phantiafis  of  Profper  Alpinus ;  the  yaws,  both  In 
children  and  adults;  all  the  variety  of  cuta¬ 
neous  affedions  which  occur  in  Jamaica,  and 
which,  we  are  told,  are  very  numerous  ;  and  alfo 
inveterate  ulcers,  were  found  to  admit  of  ino¬ 
culation  with  as  great  fuccefs,  as  tnofe  conftitu- 
tions  in  which  no  deviation  could  be  difcovered 
from  the  moft  perfed  health.  Mr  Quier  obferves, 

that  he  does  not  remember  to  have  feen  the  dif- 
eafe  more  favourable  at  any  time  than  in  moft  of 
thofe  patients.  At  firft,  he  made  them  undergo 
a  longer  and  ftrider  preparation  than  others  ; 
but  experience  afterwards  taught  him,  that  fuch 
a  precaution  was,  in  moft  cafes,  quite  unneceffary ; 
and  he  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that,  in  inocula¬ 
tion,  the  predifpofition  of  the  body  is  a  matter  of 
but  little  importance,  if  there  be  no  objedion, 
efpecially  from  want  of  ftrength,  to  the  ufe  of 
mercurials  and  cathartics.  Even  old  age,  we  are 
told,  is  no  objedion  to  the  pradice,  if  it  be  not 
attended  with  fuch  debility  as  renders  the  patient 
incapable  of  undergoing  the  neceffary  evacuations. 

Calomel,  mixed  with  fome  teftaceous  powder, 

•  • 

and  a  fmall  proportion  of  tartar  emetic,  is  the 
preparation  of  mercury  recommended  by  our  au¬ 
thor  ;  and  his  purgative  is  Jallap  and  cream  of 

tartar* 
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tartar.  Mercury  in  that  climate  has  a  wonder¬ 
ful  tendency  to  falivate  ;  but  we  are  informed  of  a 
fingular  fact  with  refpeft  to  it,  that  mercury  very 
feldom  affe&s  the  falivary  glands  of  thofe  who 
have  not  yet  reached,  or  are  not  much  pall  the 
age  of  puberty  ;  and  that  young  people  about 
that  period  of  life,  can  bear  this  medicine  in  a 
much  greater  proportion  to  their  age  than  a* 
dults. 

The  variolous  matter,  we  are  told,  is  equally 
capable  of  producing  its  effe&s,  at  whatever  pe- 
riod  of  the  diforder  it  is  procured.  Mr  Quier 
has  ufed  the  lymph  as  foon  as  it  began  to  be  col¬ 
lected  in  the  incifions,  the  crude  ichor  of  the 
natural  and  inoculated  fmall-pox,  the  concoCted 
pus  of  all  three,  and  the  matter  almofl  concreted 
under  their  fcabs  in  the  exficcation,  and  all  with 
equal  fuccefs. 

The  quality  of  the  fmall-pox  from  which  the 
matter  for  inoculation  is  taken,  has,  we  are 
informed,  no  influence  on  the  fubfequent  difeafe^ 
which  Mr  Quier  has  known  extremely  favour¬ 
able  when  the  contagion  was  communicated  from 
a  very  confluent  fort,  of  which  the  patient  died  ; 
and,  on  the  contrary,  the  puftules  have  been  nu- 

R  r  2  merou$ 


MEDICAL 


250 

inerous  when  the  matter  was  taken  from  a  per® 
fon  who  had  been  inoculated* 

In  foo  e  inhances  it  happened,  that  the  pa¬ 
tient  had  been  infe&ed  in  the  natural  way  be¬ 
fore  the  inoculation  ;  it  did  not  appear,  however, 
that  the  difeafe  was  the  leait  more  fevere  from 
the  contagion  being  accumulated. 

On  the  evening  of  the  third  day  from  the  in- 
cifion,  inclufive,  it  was  found  of  ufe,  if  the  mer¬ 
cury  had  not  affe&ed  the  patient’s  mouth,  to  give 
a  fmall  dole  of  calomel  and  emetic  tartar,  propor¬ 
tioned  in  quantity  to  the  age  and  ftfength  of  the 
patient*  And,  on  the  fourth  day  from  the  inci- 
fion,  it  was  the  general  practice  to  commence 
the  ufe  of  a  purging  infufion,  compofed  of  cry- 
itals  of  tartar  and  fal  cathart.  amarus.  Of  this  a 
fufficient  quantity  was  given  to  procure  two  or 
three  {tools  daily,  till  the  eruption  was  completed* 

The  earlier  and  more  confiderable  the  inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  incifions  appear,  the  more  favour- 

✓  ' 

able,  in  general,  we  are  told,  is  the  fubfequent 
difeale.  And  when  the  incifions  continue  till  the 
feventh  or  eight  day*  with  very  little  tumor  and 
inflammation,  it  is  found  expedient  to  follow  the 
advice  of  Baron  Dimfdale,  in  repeating  the  dofe 
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of  the  mercurial  powder,  given  on  the  third  eve- 

1  _ 

ning  after  inoculation.  This  powder,  it  is  faid, 
promotes  the  inflammation  of  the  incifions,  and 
accelerates  the  eruption. 

During  the  continuance  of  the  eruption,  the 
belly  is  dire&ed  to  be  hept  lax,  efpecially  in  chil¬ 
dren,  as  thereby  the  convulfions  fo  incident  to 
that  tender  age,  at  this  time,  feemed  to  be  pre¬ 
vented. 

As  it  was  often  difficult  to  difcover  whether  a 
Have  had,  or  had  not,  formerly  pafled  through 
the  fmall-pox,  the  variolous  matter  was  fome^ 
times  unavoidably  inferted  into  thofe  who  had  be¬ 
fore  been  fubje&ed  to  the  difeafe  in  the  natural  way. 
In  fuch  circumftances,  however,  the  diforder  was 
never  again  produced  ;  and  our  author  is  of  opi¬ 
nion,  from  all  the  experience  he  has  had  on  this 
point,  that  the  fmall-pox  never  occur  twice  in 
the  fame  patient. 

In  a  fecond  letter  on  this  fubjeft,  Mr  Quier 
remarks,  that  the  new  method  of  treating  inocu¬ 
lated  fmall-pox  was  found  very  detrimental  when 
applied  to  the  natural  difeafe  in  that  country ; 
and  he  attributes  the  uncommon  mortality  in  the 
year  1768  chiefly  to  that  caufe. 

R  3  Mr 
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Mr  Quier  prefers  frefh  matter  for  communL 
eating  the  fm all-pox,  to  that  which  has  been 
kept  fome  time  on  the  point  of  a  lancet ;  and, 
chiefly,  for  this  reafon,  that  when  a  lancet,  with 
fluid  matter  on  its  point,  is  made  ufe  of,  it  is  in- 
ferted  fo  eafily  that  no  inflammation  occurs  till 
the  variolous  matter  has  had  time  to  operate  ; 
fo  that  a  more  certain  judgment  can  be  formed 
from  the  appearance  of  the  incifions,  than  when 
matter  incruflated  on  the  lancet  has  been  ufed, 
which  frequently  occafions  an  immediate  inflam¬ 
mation,  in  no  refpeft  owing  to  the  virus  having 

/ 

taken  effedh 

Thofe  exanthemata  which  now  and  then  ap¬ 
pear  about  the  time  of  the  eruption  of  the  fmall- 
pox,  however  alarming  they  may  fometimes  have 
appeared  to  the  inexperienced,  our  author  has 
always  found,  not  only  to  be  void  of  danger,  but 
even  to  be  a  certain  fign  of  the  mildnefs  of  the 
fubfequent  final  1* pox. 

Mr  Quier,  when  fpeaking  of  the  confequen- 
ces  attendant  on  the  eruption  of  the  fmall-pox, 
remarks,  that,  however  well  calculated,  cold  air, 
cold  water,  and  purgatives  are  to  impede  the 
progrefs  of  the  variolous  ferment  ;  yet  when  the 
eruption  is  once  compleated,  as  they  are  now  no 

longer 
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longer  requifite  on  that  account,  as  they  will  cer¬ 
tainly  retard  the  fuppuration  of  the  puftules,  and 
the  due  difcharge  of  the  corrupted  humours  by 
the  Ikin,  the  moll;  natural  way  of  evacuating  them* 
At  this  period  of  the  difeafe,  he  always  orders 
the  patient  to  be  kept  within  doors,  but  without 
fire,  or  any  extraordinary  quantity  of  clothing. 
Warm  drinks  are  given  }  but  if  the  heat  of  the 
fkin  be  great,  and  if  the  inflammation  of  the  pu« 
Rules  occafion  any  fymptomatic  fever,  the  patient 
mull  take  nitre  in  proportion  to  its  fe verity. 

It  was  already  remarked,  that  it  is  our  author’s 
opinion,  that  the  fmall-pox  never  occurs  twice  in 
the  fame  patient.  Several  experiments  were 
made  to  determine  this  point :  A  great  number 
of  people  were  inoculated,  thirteen  of  whom  had 
formerly  gone  through  the  difeafe  in  the  mildefb 
manner,  from  inoculation,  and  the  reft  had  had 
the  fmall-pox  in  the  natural  way.  The  effe&s 
in  both  were  the  fame ;  in  fome,  the  incifions 
healed  without  producing  any  inflammation  ;  in 
the  greateft  number,  however,  they  not  only  in¬ 
flamed,  but  yielded  a  quantity  of  pus.  But,  in 
none  of  them,  was  a  fecond  fet  of  fmall-pox 
produced  ;  yet  Mr  Quier  found,  that  the  matter 
which  occurred  from  the  inflamed  incifions  in 

R  ^  thofe 
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thofe  who  had  formerly  had  the  difeafe,  was  very 
capable  of  producing  the  real  fmall-pox  in  patients 

l  '  -  T  ,  .  ,  .  . 

who  had  not  previoufly  been  fubje&ed  to  this 
diforder. 

III. 

Account  of  the  Treatment  of  Bilious  Remitting  Fe~ 
vers  in  the  Military  Hojpitals  at  Martini co  in 
the  year  1761,  in  a  Letter  from  Dr  George 
Monro  to  Dr  Monro  Jermynfreet,  London . 
V.  Letters  and  EJfays  on  the  Small-pox ,  Inocu - 

lation ,  Meafles ,  &c.  By  Different  Practition¬ 
ers.  8vo,  London. 

WHILE  Dr  Monro  remained  with  the 
military  hofpitals  at  Martinico  during 

the  late  war,  a  great  number  of  the  foldiers  were 
taken  ill  of  a  bilious  fever,  which  appeared  to  be 
fomewhat  of  the  bilious  autumnal  kind,  but  of 
a  much  more  malignant  nature,  we  are  informed, 
than  any  to  be  met  with  in  Europe.  The  bowels 

1 

were  commonly  filled  with  a  very  putrid  bile  and 
other  liquors  ;  and  the  prefervation  of  the  life  of 
the  patient  depended,  in  a  great  meafure,  on  eva¬ 
cuating  fpeediiy  and  fafely  thefe  corrupted  hu¬ 
mours  with  which  the  primae  viae  were  loaded. 
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On  the  firft  attack  of  the  fever  bleeding  was 
found  neceffary  ;  but,  if  it  was  delayed  till  the  firft 
fymptoms  were  over,  it  was  then  found  to  be 
hurtful,  except  under  particular  circumftances  5 
and  it  was  therefore  commonly  omitted. 

When  this  fever  was  attended  with  a  burning 
heat,  afuinefs  and  beating  at  the  temples,  when 
the  eyes  were  turgid  and  full,  as  if  prcfied  out  of 
the  head,  when  there  occurred  intolerable ficknefs, 
naufea,  and  pain  of  the  ftomach,  and  when  it  gave 
the  patient  excruciating  torture  to  prefs  with  the 
hand  on  the  ftomach,  the  taking  away  feven  or 
eight  ounces  of  blood  was  of  fervice.  After  this, 
it  was  neceffary  to  keep  almoft  perpetually 
fomenting  the  ftomach,  and  frequently  to  re¬ 
peat  emollient  clyfters  till  the  body  was  open¬ 
ed,  and  then  to  give  once,  twice,  or  thrice,  at 
the  interval  of  fome  hours,  a  folution  of  one, 
two,  or  three  grains  of  tartar  emetic,  and  an 
ounce  of  manna  in  water,  to  puke  the  patient 
freely,  and  afterwards  to  give  it  in  finall  quan¬ 
tities,  fo  as  to  keep  the  belly  loofe. 

When  the  ftomach  was  much  oppreffed,  with¬ 
out  any  violent  inflammatory  fymptom,  then 
bleeding  was  omitted.  But  the  fomentations 
were  afliduoufly  applied  to  the  ftomach,  and  the 

belly 
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,  ^belly  was  kept  open  by  the  help  of  clyfters,  and 
then  three,  four,  or  five  grains  of  tartar  emetic 
were  given  by  way  of  an  emetic,  and  repeated 
once  or  oftner,  if  required* 

After  the  emetic  had  operated  freely,  then 
fmall  dofes  of  a  folution  of  manna  and  of  tartar 
emetic  were  given,  fo  as  to  operate  freely  by 
{tool,  at  the  fame  time  that  emollient  clyfters 
were  frequently  repeated. 

When  the  bowels  were  thus  well  emptied,  the 
fever  either  went  off,  or  an  intermiftion  was  pro¬ 
cured  ;  at  which  period,  it  was  neceffary  to  give 
the  bark  freely*  An  ounce  in  the  twenty  dour 
hours  commonly  put  an  effectual  hop  to  the  fe¬ 
ver,  though  fmall  dofes  had  no  effedt  whatever* 

When  the  ftomach  proved  fo  irritable  as  not 
to  bear  the  bark  in  proper  dofes,  opiates  were 
given  with  great  advantage,  both  in  procuring 
reft,  and  in  enabling  the  ftomach  to  retain  the 
bark.  Small  dofes  of  opium,  however,  had  no 
effedt.  It  was  neceffary,  therefore,  to  give  a 
large  one,  and  fometimes  to  repeat  it  before  the 
end  propofed  was  procured.  It  muft  be  remark¬ 
ed,  too,  that  opiates,  when  given  before  the  (to¬ 
rn  ach  and  bowels  were  thoroughly  cleaned,  al¬ 
ways 
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ways  made  the  patient  reftlefs  and  uneafy,  and,  in 
genera],  were  foon  thrown  up  again.  Upon  the 
whole,  the  principal  points  to  be  attended  to  in 
our  author’s  practice  in  this  difeafe,  are,  as  we  have 
already  remarked,  a  thorough  cleaning  of  the 
primae  viae,  both  by  vomits  and  purgatives,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  continued  ufe  of  warm  fomenta¬ 
tions  to  the  ftomach,  and  afterwards,  when  an 
intermiflion  appears,  a  free  ufe  of  the  bark. 


IV. 

Be  Hernia  veficae  Vaginali .  V.  Ed .  Sandifort  A -  * 
natomes  et  Chirurgiae  in  Academia  Batava ,  quae 
Leidae  eft ,  Profejforis ,  Obfervationes  Anatomico - 
p athologicae .  Lugduni  Batavorum. 

IT  is  well  known,  that  herniae  occur  in  a  va¬ 
riety  of  fituations,  infomuch,  that  there  are 
fcarceany  of  the  abdominal  vifcera  which,  at  diffe¬ 
rent  times,  have  not  given  rife  to  tumours  of  this 
nature.  In  the  paper  before  us,  we  are  favoured 
with  the  hiflory  of  a  cafe,  in  which  very  trouble¬ 
some  fymptoms  enfued,  from  a  protrufion  of  the 
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bladder  into  the  vagina,  in  an  unmarried  woman 
of  about  twenty  five  years  of  age. 

This  woman  for  many  years  had  been  liable 
to  violent  hyfteric  affections,  which  at  laft  were 
fucceeded  by  a  dry,  convulfive  kind  of  cough. 
When,  in  courfe  of  time,  this  cough  difappeared, 

Ihe  was  feized  with  a  fuppreffion  of  urine,  toge- 

,  *• 

ther  with  great  pain  and  tenfenefs  in  the  abdo¬ 
men.  Other  remedies  failing,  the  catheter  was 
had  recourfeto,  for  evacuating  the  urine;  but  it 
was  with  difficulty  introduced.  This  fuppreffion 
returned  very  frequently,  was  always  preceded 
by  the  convulfive  cough,  and  fometimes  even 
with  convulfions,  which  commonly  ended  in 
faintings. 


The  obftruCtion  which  occurred  to  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  catheter,  feemed  to  proceed  from 
£  confiderable  weight  and  pain  which  the  patient 
complained  of  in  the  fore  part  of  the  genitals, 
and  which  was  always  molt  fevere  when  the  fup¬ 
preffion  of  urine  was  not  confiderable.  On  exa¬ 
mining  the  parts,  the  hypogaftric  region  was 
tenfe  and  painful ;  but  there  was  no  confiderable 
tumour  perceivable,  as  there  ufually  is,  in  the 
under  part  of  the  abdomen,  when  the  urine  ha§ 
been  long  fuppreffed  ybut,  upon  introducing  the 

finger 


COMMENTARIES.  25? 

finger  into  the  vagina  while  the  fuppreffion  con¬ 
tinued,  a  large  tumour  was  difcovered,  which 
occupied  the  whole  cavity  of  the  vagina.  In 
this  fwelling  a  fluctuation  was  perceived  ;  but  no 
Urine  could  be  evacuated  by  comprefling  it,  un- 
lefs  the  catheter  was  at  the  fame  time  introduced, 
and  then  a  plentiful  evacuation  enfued  5  though, 
even  in  this  manner,  the  contents  of  the  fwelling 
could  not  be  entirely  difcharged,  unlefs  the  com- 
preffion  was  continued. 

When  the  urine  was  entirely  evacuated,  the 
catheter  could  be  eafily  introduced  5  the  tumour 
difappeared  5  the  fuperior  part  of  the  vagina  felt 
lax  and  flaccid  ;  and  the  finger  could  be  eafily 
pufhed  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  uterus,  till  the 
'tumour  began  again  to  increafe  by  the  urine  col¬ 
lecting  in  the  bladder.  Then  the  fuppreffion  re¬ 
turned,  attended  with  tenfion  and  pain  as  before, 
which  commonly  ended  in  convulfions,  unlefs 
the  urine  was  in  due  time  evacuated  by  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  the  catheter. 

The  urine,  which  at  fir  ft  was  of  a  natural  ap¬ 
pearance,  after  the  diforderhad  fubfifted  forfome 
time,  became  lets  pure,  and  feemed  to  contain  a 
number  of  fmall  membranous  filaments,  as  if  the 
internal  coat  of  the  bladder  had  been  eroded  by 

it. 
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it.  From  this  time,  the  fenfibility  of  the  blad* 
der  became  fo  much  encreafed,  that  it  was  found 
neceffary  to  introduce  the  catheter  much  more 
frequently  than  before. 

It  foon  appeared  to  our  author,  that  a  peflary, 
properly  adapted  for  the  fupport  of  the  relaxed 
parts,  would,  in  this  cafe,  probably  be  the  moil 
effedual  remedy  \  and  an  inftrument  of  that  kind 
being  procured,  and  fo  conftru&ed  as  not  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  difcharge  of  the  menftrual  flux,  it  was 
introduced  ;  and  being  continued  for  feveral 
years,  till  the  parts  had  again  recovered  their 
tone,  a  compleat  cure  was  at  length  obtained. 
The  peflary  was  then  no  longer  neceflary,  and 
the  patient  was  perfedly  freed  of  every  un- 
eafmefs  in  making  water, 

'  V, 

)  f 

G.  G.  Schillingii  de  Lepra  Comment  at 'tone s .  8vo* 

Lugduni  Batavorum.  ^ 

THIS  differtation  upon  leprofy  was  wrote  by 

Dr  Schilling  at  Surinam  in  the  Weft  In* 

dies^ 
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dies,  where  the  author  had  frequent  opportune 
ties  of  feeing  and  treating  this  diforder.  It  is 
now  publiffied,  along  with  two  other  papers  on 
the  fame  fubje£t,  by  Dr  Hahn  of  Leyden,  to 
whom  they  had  been  communicated  by  the  au¬ 
thor. 

This  diforder,  our  author  obferves,  is  very  ea« 
fily  diftinguifhed  when  it  has  arrived  at  any  con- 
fiderable  height ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  during 
its  firft  flages,  it  is  very  difficult  to  detect.  It  is 
of  great  confequence,  however,  in  the  treatment, 
to  be  able  to  diftinguiffi  the  diforder  foon  after 
its  commencement  ;  and  our  author  mentions 
two  circumftances  which  he  affierts  to  be  con- 
ftant  and  never-failing  fymptoms,  viz.  a  change 
of  colour,  together  with  infenfibility  in  the  parts 
affected.  The  difcolouration  of  the  Ikin  which 
occurs  here,  is  of  two  kinds  ;  fometimes  the  parts 
are  of  a  pale  red  complexion,  and  on  other  oc- 
cations  they  are  white,  with  a  tendency  to  a  red 
or  livid  yellow  appearance.  In  the  former  cafe, 
the  hairs  growing  upon  the  parts  have  fomewffiat 
of  a  yellow  or  red  appearance.  In  the  latter, 
they  are  always  white.  In  both  inftances,  the 
diforder  breaks  out  in  fpots  of  a  round  figure, 
which,  in  the  beginning  of  the  complaint,  are  al¬ 
ways 
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ways  exceedingly  {mail.  Infenfibiiity  of  the  part 
is  like  wife  common  to  both. 

When,  in  courfe  of  time,  the  diforder  has  ob¬ 
tained  a  more  firm  foundation  in  the  fyftem,  the 
lobes  of  the  ears  begin  to  fwell,  turn  hard,  and 
fmall  tumours  appear  in  different  parts  of  them. 
The  Tides  of  the  nofe,  lips,  and  at  length  the 
whole  face,  fwell  and  become  red.  This  rednefs 
of  the  ikin,  in  time,  turns  into  a  kind  of  blue, 
which  gradually  acquires  a  more  livid  appearance, 
in  proportion  to  the  continuance  of  the  diforder. 
The  Ikin  is,  by  degrees,  more  and  more  con- 
traded,  and  forms  itfelf  into  a  number  of  harden¬ 
ed  folds  or  wrinkles. 

In  many  inftances,  by  means  of  proper  atten¬ 
tion  to  diet  and  other  circumftances,  the  difor¬ 
der  has  continued  in  this  htuation,  without  ma¬ 
king;  any  farther  progrefs,  for  ten,  or  even  twen¬ 
ty  years.  But  when,  from  negled  of  proper 
management,  the  difeafe  again  begins  to  advance, 
the  leprous  bloatches  fpread  from  the  face  over 
the  whole  body,  even  to  the  foies  of  the  feet j 
and,  rifing  into  nodes  and  fmall  tumours,  occa- 
fion  a  very  difagreeable  deformity  of  the  whole 
habit. 
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It  often  happens,  that  the  fingers  are  the  parts 

t  ' 

Ik'd  affected  with  this  diforder.  Small  veficles 
rifing  below  the  nails,  the  points  of  the  fingers 
fwell,  and  lofe  their  feeling :  By  degrees  the  fe- 
cond  phalanx  become  difeafed,  but  they  remain 
free  from  pain,  infomuch  that  the  fmall  bones  are 
often  taken  out  without  giving  much  uneafinefs 
to  the  patient,  and  on  other  occafions  they  fall 
out  of  their  own  accord* 

In  the  mean  time,  the  perfpiration  is  entirely 
flopped  up,  by  that  thicknefs  and  hardnefs  of  the 
teguments  which  prevails  univerfally  over  the 
body.  Hence  the  Tick  fall  into  cachexies,  leuco- 
phlegmatic  fwellings,  dropfy,  melancholy,  and  at 
lafl  are  often  feized  with  a  taedium  vitae,  which 
terminates  in  their  putting  a  voluntary  end  to 
their  miferable  exiflence. 

The  breath  in  this  diforder  acquires  an  into¬ 
lerably  foetid  fmell ;  the  belly  is  commonly  cof- 
tive,  and  is  with  difficulty  a£ted  upon  by  purga¬ 
tives;  the  foeces  are  dry,  black,  and  have  a  burnt 
appearance  ;  the  urine  is  of  a  red  colour,  and  ad¬ 
heres  firmly  to  the  veffels  in  which  it  is  collected  ; 
and  the  tongue  is  always  dry  and  covered  with  a 
black  crufl.  The  blood  is  commonly  very  thin  ; 
that  which  is  taken  from  the  veins  has,  for  the 
V oh*  V.  No,  ip,  S  f  molt 
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moft  part,  a  very  putrid  fmell ;  but  this  circum* 
fiance  was  never  obferved  by  our  author  in  blood 
taken  immediately  from  an  artery. 

In  fome  inftances  of  this  diforder,  the  feet  are 
the  parts  chiefly  affected,  and  then  the  complaint 
has  been  commonly  termed  elephantiafis ,  not 
only  from  the  refemblance  of  the  difeafed  feet 
to  thofe  of  the  elephant,  but  from  the  walk  of 
fuch  patients  refembling  exactly  the  ftep  of  that 
animal. 

In  this  fpecies  of  the  complaint,  the  fkin  and 
other  foft  parts  become  wonderfully  expanded, 

at  the  fame  time  that  the  different  fmall  hones 
fwell  confiderably.  The  toes  become  thick,  and 
at  laft  melt  down,  and  run  together  as  if  made 
of  wax.  The  flighted  affection  of  the  difeafed 
parts  occafions  a  dilcharge  of  blood,  which, 
however,  is  commonly  eafiiy  put  a  flop  to.  Ihe 
diforder  by  degrees  fpreads  from  the  toes  over 
the  whole  foot,  and  from  thence  proceeds  to  the 
femur,  rendering  the  different  articulations  in  its 
,  courfe  ff iff  and  immoveable  ;  at  the  fame  time 
that,  in  many  inftances,  the  mufcles  and  tendons 
concrete  fo  firmly  together,  that  the  moft  fkilful 
anatomift  can  neither  feparate  or  diftinguifh  them 
without  great  difficulty. 
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It  has  been  tried,  whether  amputation  of  the 
member,  in  cafes  of  this  kind,  would  prove  be¬ 
neficial  or  not  ;  but,  as  yet,  it  has  never,  we  are 
told,  been  found  to  fucceed.  In  fome,  a  locked 
jaw  occurred  about  the  feventh  day  from  the  o^ 
peration.  This  again  was  commonly  fucceeded 
by  tetanus,  wdiich  at  lafi  ended  in  death.  Others 
died  immediately  from  convullions  ;  and  in  fuch 
as  did  furvive  the  operation  for  any  length  of 
time,  the  wound  occafioned  by  the  operation  did 
not  heal,  and  the  diforder  at  Iaft  feized  upon  the 
Other  foot.  A  particular  defcription  is  given  by  our 
author,  of  the  appearance  obferved  on  differing 
fuch  limbs  after  amputation  :  The  internal  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  bones  are  nearly  the  fame,  he 
obferves,  as  thofe  obferved  in  bones  affedfed  with 
fpina  ventofa. 

Although  this  diforder  is  very  frequent  in 
fome  oi  the  Weft  India  iflands,and  in  fome  parts 
of  the  continent  of  America,  yet  our  author  is 
clearly  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  originally  a  dif- 
eafe  of  that  climate.  It  was  at  firfl  introduced 
by  the  negroes  carried  from  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
and  has  fmce  been  kept  up  by  an  annual  impor¬ 
tation  of  flave.s  from  the  fame  country :  For,  al¬ 
though  there  are  many  inftancesjaf  the  native  A- 
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mericans  labouring  under  complaints  of  this  na* 
ture,  yet  there  are  many  entire  tribes  in  which 
it  has  never  been  known;  and  it  occurs  with 
thofe  only  who  have  frequent  intercourfe  with 
the  African  flaves. 

It  has  been  afierted  by  fome  writers,  that  le~ 
profy  is  not  communicated  by  contagion  ;  but 
our  author  is  of  a  different  opinion,  and  has  no 
doubt  of  its  being  a  contagious  diforder. 

In  the  cure  of  this  difeafe,  we  are  dire&ed  to 
have  three  principal  objects  in  view.  To  reftore, 
as  much  as  poffible,  to  a  natural  ftate,  the  per- 
fpiration  of  the  patient ;  to  dilute  the  juices  fuf- 
ftciently  with  healthy  nourifhing  fluids,  fo  that 
the  acrid  particles  contained  in  them  may  be 
more  eafily  expelled ;  and,  laftly,  to  reftore  a 
due  degree  of  ftrength  to  the  whole  habit, 

With  a  view  to  the  firft  of  thefe  indications, 
a  frequent  ufe  of  the  warm  bath  is  much  recom¬ 
mended.  At  firfl  it  is  neceffary  to  have  recourfe 
to  it  with  fome  caution,  as  it  is  apt  to  induce  an¬ 
xiety  and  palpitations  about  the  heart,  and  on  fome 
occahons,  conyulfions :  For  this  reafon,  the  bath 
ihould  not  be  repeated  above  twice  a  week,  at 
firft,  and  the  patient  fhould.  not  remain  in  it  a. 
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bove  fifteen  minutes  at  once.  He  fhould  after-* 
wards,  we  are  to’d,  come  to  ule  it  twice  every  day, 
viz.  on  getting  out  of  bed  in  the  morning,  and  a- 
gain  in  the  evening,  on  going  to  reft.  Our  au¬ 
thor  remarks,  that  rriarfh  mallows,  flowers  of  eh 
der,  and  other  emollient  herbs*  make  very  pro¬ 
per  additions  to  thefe  baths* 

With  a  view  to  promote  this  free  perfpiration* 
which  is  a  neceftary  part  of  the  cure,  gentle  exercife 
is  recommended  ;  and  it  is  the  more  neceftary, 
we  are  told,  the  greater  the  averfion  of  the  patient 

***'  •  •*  i  •  *  t  i  y  .)  ’  •  ‘ 

is  to  attend  to  it* 

In  order  to  dilute  properly  the  difeafed  fluids, 
and  afterwards  to  throw  them  out  from  the  fy- 
ftem,  we  are  directed  firft  to  exhibit  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  any  emollient  decoction,  and  afterwards 
to  have  recourfe  to  fome  of  the  more  active  fudo- 
rifics.  During  this  part  of  the  courfe,  the  great- 
eft  care  is  requifite  in  order  to  preferve  the  pa¬ 
tient  from  cold;  for  if,  from  expofure  to  cold 
wind,  the  perfpiration  fhould  again  receive  a 
check,  it  never  fails  to  produce  fuch  fymptoms 
as  always  prove  very  troublefome,  and  which,  on 
fome  occafions,  end  even  fatally.  During  this,  and 
very  other  part  of  the  cure,  it  is  neceftary  to  keep 
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the  belly  open,  by  the  ufe  of  extract  of  rhubarb-, 
of  aloetics,  or  of  other  gentle  laxatives. 

For  fuch  putrid  ulcers  as  frequently  occur  in 
patients  infeSed  with  leprofy,  ahtifeptic  fomen¬ 
tations  are  recommended,  together  with  tinftures 
of  myrrh,  aloes,  and  fuccinum.  "We  are  directed 
to  avoid  every  oily  application,  and  eipeciaJy 
fuch  as  are  conjoined  with  mercury  ;  for,  as  long 
as  the  fyftem  remains  tainted  with  the  leprous 
miafma,  it  is  always  dangerous  to  have  recourfe 
to  mercury  sn  any  form  whatever.  "When  the 
general  diforder  of  the  fyftem,  however,  is  once 
eradicated,  mercury  may  then,  we  are  told,  be 
ufed  with  fafety  ;  and  in  that  ftate  of  the  complaint 
it  is  f  requently  of  fervice  for  removing  fuch  callo- 
fities  of  the  fkin  as  often  remain  after  every  other 
fymptom  of  the  difeafe. 

With  a  view  to  ftrengthen  the  fyftem,  after 

. 

the  difeafe  has  been  entirely  carried  off,  a  more 
invigorating  diet  fhouid  be  allowed  ^  and  the  pa¬ 
tients  are  directed  to  rub  their  whole  bodies,  daily, 
with  fpirits  of  wine,  or  with  rum  ;  and  to  fumigate 
•with  the  ftnoke  of  maftich,  olibanum,  benzoin, 
lavender,  or  of  any  other  aftringent  herb  or 
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V. 
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t)e  Herniis  Differ  t  at  io.  Vid.  AugufU  Gottlieb „  Rich* 
teri  Medicinae  ProfeJJbris  publici  Ordinarily  So¬ 
cietal,  Reg.  Scientiar .  Gotting  et  Academiae 
Regiae  Scientiarum  Suecicae  membriy  Obfervath 
onum  Chirurgkarum .  Fafciculus  jecundus,  8vo, 
Gottingae. 

IT  has  long  been  regretted  by  every  praCtition- 
er  in  furgery,  that  all  the  remedies  hitherto 
known  for  the  treatment  of  the  incarcerated  her¬ 
nia,  are  found  j  in  by  much  thegreateft  number  of 

cafes,  to  prove  entirely  ineffectual,  and  that,  of 

« 

courfe,  a  chirurgical  operation  fhould  be  fo  fre¬ 
quently  rendered  neceffary. 

The  failure  of  the  means  ufually  had  fecourfe 
to  in  thefe  cafes,  proceeds,  mod  frequently,  our 
author  obferves,  from  the  fame  mode  of  treat¬ 
ment  being  almoft  invariably  applied  in  every 
cafe  of  hernia,  without  any  regard  to  the  fpecies* 
or  caufe  of  the  diforder  :  But,  by  diffinguifhing 
properly  between  the  different  fpecies  of  hernia* 
and  applying  fuch  remedies  only  as  are  fuited  to 
that  kind  of  rupture  which  happens  to  prefent 

S  f  4  itfeif* 


kfelf,  much  greater  fuccefs,  he  thinks,  would  at¬ 
tend  the  management  of  ihefe  diforders  than  has 
hitherto  been  experienced. 

According  to  our  author,  there  are  three  di- 
ilind  fpecies  of  the  incarcerated  hernia.  The 
fird,  or  milded  fpecies  of  the  diforder,  proceeds, 
he  obferves,  from  an  accumulation  of  foeces  in 
the  inteftines.  It  occurs,  mod  commonly,  in  thofe 
large  old  cafes  of  herniae,  which  have  been  of¬ 
ten  replaced,  and  which  have  as  frequently  recur¬ 
red  again.  In  fuch  indances,  accumulations  of 
foeces  are  very  apt  to  take  place  in  the  protru¬ 
ded  portions  of  the  gut,  not  only  from  the  dimh 
nifhed  tone  of  thefe  parts  of  the  intedines  them- 
felves,  but  from  the  want  of  exertion  of  the  abdo¬ 
minal  mufcles,  which  are  the  ordinary  and  ufual  co¬ 
verings  of  all  the  intedines,  and  to  the  influence 
of  which,  in  a  found  date,  they  are,  at  all  times, 
liable.  As  foon  as  an  accumulation  of  foeces  be¬ 
gins  to  form,  the  hernia  becomes  more  confide- 
rable  in  point  of  fize,  acquires  a  greater  weight, 
the  belly  becomes  codive,  and  at  length  pain, 
fever,  and  all  the  other  ufual  fymptoms  of  an  in¬ 
carcerated  hernia,  fucceed. 

In  the  fecond,  or  what  our  author  terms  the 
acute  inflammatory  fpecies  of  hernia,  there  is, 
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from  the  beginning,  a  (harp  inflammatory  kind 
of  pain,  which  is  always,  in  a  very  fhort  fpace, 
fucceeded  by  fever.  The  fwelling  is  not  com¬ 
monly  at  firft  very  confiderable  ;  and,  when  it 
does  afterwards  increafe,  it  is  not  hard,  but  ac¬ 
quires  a  tenfe  elaftic  feel,  and  becomes  painful 
to  the  touch. 

The  third  fpecies  of  ftrangulated  or  incarcera¬ 
ted  hernia,  our  author  terms  the  fpafmodic,  from 

his  fuppofmg  it  to  proceed  from  fome  fpafmodic  af¬ 
fection  of  the  parts  concerned.  That  all  the  u- 
fual  fymptoms  of  ftrangulation  of  a  gut  may  be 
produced  by  a  fpafmodic  contraction  of  the  parts, 
is  very  probable ;  and  our  author  is  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  we  cannot,  on  any  other  principle, 
account  for  thofe  confiderable  intermiflions  of  all 
the  fymptoms  which  fometimes  occur  in  cafes  of 
ftrangulated  hernia  feemingly  of  the  worft  kinds. 
In  confirmation  of  this,  a  cafe  is  here  related  very 
applicable  to  the  point  in  queftion. 

A  young  man  who,  for  ten  years,  had  labour¬ 
ed  under  a  fcrotal  hernia,  was,  in  the  night-time, 
fuddenly  feized  with  violent  pains  in  the  abdo¬ 
men,  and  other  fymptoms  of  ftrangulation  in  the 
protruded  gut.  For  the  fpace  of  twenty-four 
hours,  recourfe  was  had  to  all  the  ufual  remedies, 
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but  with  no  advantage.  The  gut  fti'll  remained 
down.  On  the  morning  of  the  third  day,  our 
author’s  affiftance  was  defired,  when  the  patient 
was  found  very  reftlefs,  with  frequent  pains  in  the 
abdomen,  which  was  tenfe  and  fwelled,  tho’  nei¬ 
ther  hard,  nor  very  painful  to  the  touch.  The  pulfe 
was  weak.  The  breathing  interrupted,  and  the 
extremities  cold.  Every  remedy  commonly  recom¬ 
mended  in  fuch  cafes,  was  tried,  but  to  no  pur- 
pof£ ;  and  endeavours  were  ufed  for  the  reduction 
of  the  gut,  and  continued  for  the  fpace  of  two 
hours,  but  without  producing  the  leaf!  change? 
At  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day, 
the  feveral  fymptoms  ftill  continued  as  before  \ 
and  as,  upon  another  trial  for  the  reduction  of 
the  inteftine,  nothing  effectual  could  be  done,  a 
poultice  of  camomile  flowers  and  lintfeed  was  or* 
dered  to  be  applied  to  the  abdomen-  Our  au¬ 
thor  returning  about  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening, 
reduced  the  gut  with  the  greateft  eafe,  upon  the 
very  hrft  trial,  and  every  bad  fymptem  immedi* 
ately  vanifhed.  He  therefore  fuppofes,  that  the 
great  difficulty  which  had  before  occurred,  in  re* 
ducing  the  inteftine,  in  this  cafe,  had  proceeded 
from  fome  fpafmodic  affedtion  of  the  parts,  which 
had  either  difappeared  at  length  of  its  own  ac* 
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cord,  or  in  confequence  of  the  ufe  of  the  poulti¬ 
ces.  In  no  other  manner,  does  he  think,  can  the 
reduction  of  the  gut,  in  fuch  cafes,  be  accounted 
for;  andfome  other  fimilar  inftances  are  here  re¬ 
lated,  in  fupport  of  the  fame  opinion. 

Whenever  a  hernia  is  fuppofed  to  be  of  this 
nature,  and  to  proceed  from  a  fpafmodic  affe&ion 
of  the  parts  concerned,  large  dofes  of  opiates  are 
recommended,  together  with  the  ufe  of  the  warm 
bath,  and  other  external  emollient  applications. 
The  ufe  of  aftringent  applications,  in  cafes  of  this 
nature,  which  are  recommended  by  many  of  the 
moderns,  is  greatly  condemned  by  our  author, 
as  tending  always  to  aggravate  the  very  com¬ 
plaints  they  were  defigned  to  remove.  For  the 
removal  of  fpafmodic  affections  of  different  kinds, 
to  which  the  alimentary  canal  is  liable,  fmall  dofes 
of  ipecacuanha,  frequently  repeated,  are  greatly 
extolled  by  our  author  :  And  a  very  remarkable 
inftance  of  the  effe£f  of  this  remedy,  in  fuch  cafes, 
is  here  related  at  full  length  ;  it  was  given  in 
half  grain  dofes,  repeated  every  half  hour,  and, 
at  laff,  after  every  other  remedy  had  failed,  it  e- 
vidently  procured  an  abatement  of  pain,  induced 
fleep,  and  a  plentiful  difeharge  of  foeces,  in  a  very 
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obftinate  cafe  of  colic,  attended  With  conftipation 
of  the  belly. 


VI. 

De  Cataraclae  extrcihendae  Methodo  nova.  Vld \ 
Augufti  Gottlieb  Richteri  Obfervationum  Chirur * 
gicaruni)  fafciculus  fecundus .  Gottingae. 

ALTHOUGH  of  late  years  very  confiderable 
improvements  have  been  made  in  the  chi- 
rurgical  operations  for  the  catarad  ;  yet  Hill  the 
fuccefs  attending  this  branch  of  furgery  is  far 
from  being  fo  confiderable  as  might  be  expec¬ 
ted. 

Extradion  of  the  catarad  has,  for  fome  time, 

■ 

been  generally  preferred  to  couching,  from  the 
fuppofition  of  its  freeing  the  patients  more  effec¬ 
tually  from  the  caufe  of  the  diforder.  But,  it  is 
very  common,  our  author  remarks,  to  fee  this 
operation  done  in  the  moft  perfed  manner,  and 
in  cafes  feemingly  very  favourable,  witaout  any 
advantage  being  derived  from  it*  In  fome  fuch 
inftances,  the  patients  fee  confiderably  better  for 
a  fhort  time  after  the  operation,  but  gradually 
lofe  their  fight  as  entirely  as  before  \  and  in  o~ 
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thers,  the  patients  are  not  fenfible  of  a  more  per¬ 
fect  vifion,  even  immediately  after  the  opera¬ 
tion. 

This  want  of  fuccefs  in  extracting  the  cataraCt 
xnay  proceed,  our  author  thinks,  from  various 
reafons,  but  occurs  more  efpecially  from  the  fol¬ 
lowing  caufes,  viz.  either  from  the  diforder  being 
conjoined  with  fome  general  affe&ion  of  the  fy- 
ftem,  as  the  gout,  fcrophula,  or  venereal  difeafe, 
or  from  the  capfula  of  the  cryftalline  lens  which, 
in  this  operation,  is  always  left  behind,  in  fome 
.cafes  becoming  opaque,  or  otherwife  difeafed. 

In  every  operation  of  this  kind,  therefore,  the 
general  health  of  the  patient  fhould  be  previoully 
examined  ;  and,  if  any  of  the  above  named  difor- 
ders  prevail  in  it,  they  fhould  either  be  corrected, 
or,  if  that  cannot  be  effected,  and  if  the  opera¬ 
tion  is  (till  infilled  upon,  a  very  doubtful  prog- 
nofis  fhould  be  given. 

But,  with  a  view  of  preventing  a  return  of  blind- 

nefs  from  the  lalt  mentioned  caufe,  our  author 

propofes  an  improvement  in  the  extraction  of 

the  cataraCl,  which  he  has  often  put  in  practice, 

we  are  told,  and  never  without  fuccefs.  In 

couching  or  depreffmg  the  cataraft,  the  capfule 

. 
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is  always  depreffed,  together  with  the  body  of 
the  lens.  This  our  author  is  convinced  of  from 
diffedion  of  the  parts  after  that  operation  had 
taken  place  j  and  it  was  this  circumftance  which 
firft  gave  him  the  idea  of  extrading  the  catarad 
in  the  following  manner. 

After  cutting  the  cornea  in  the  ufual  way,  he 
introduces  a  fmall  {harp  needle,  guarded  with  a 
canula ;  this  being  pufhed  into  the  body  of  the 
lens,  it  is  then  to  have  its  point  firft  gently  raifed, 
then  depreffed,  and  afterwards  moved  in  all  diffe¬ 
rent  diredions,  fo  as  to  detach  the  lens  and  its  cap- 
fule  effedually  from  the  furrounding  parts.  Af¬ 
ter  this,  by  making  a  very  gentle  preffure  on  the 
ball  of  the  eye,  the  catarad,  covered  with  its 
tunic,  is  eafily  pufhed  out. 

It  may  be  objeded  to  this  operation,  our  au¬ 
thor  remarks,  that  the  vitreous  humour  will  ve¬ 
ry  readily  be  pufhed  out,  together  with  the  lens  5 
but,  when  it  is  cautioufly  done,  that  accident,  he 
obfeives,  never  happens. 
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VII. 

A  Treatife  on  the  Theory  and  Management  cf  Ul¬ 
cers,  with  a  Differ  tat  ion  on  White  Swellings  of 
the  Joints  ;  to  which  is  prefixed ,  an  Ejfay  on 
the  Chirurgical  treatment  of  Inflammation,  and 
its  confequences,  By  Benjamin  Beil,  Member 
of  the  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh,  and 
one  of  the  Surgeons  to  the  Royal  Infirmary  of 
that  city .  8vo,  Edinburgh. 

IN  the  firft  of  thefe  eflays,  Mr  Bell  gives  a  full 
account  of  the  ufuai  fymptoms,  caufes,  termi¬ 
nations,  and  treatment  of  external  inflammatory 
affections,  Diforders  of  this  nature  which  occur 
internally,  he  does  not  enter  upon,  as  thefe  more 
properly,  he  obferves,  fall  under  the  management 
of  the  phyfician  than  of  the  furgeon. 

When  the  phlegmon,  or  any  other  inflammatory 
affedion  is  to  be  attempted  to  be  cured  by  refo- 
lution,  it  has  been  the  prevailing  pradice  to  have 
recourfe  to  fomentations  and  other  warm  appli¬ 
cations,  Our  author,  however,  has,  from  ex- 
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perience,  been  long  convinced,  that  remedies  of 
that  nature,  however  proper  they  may  be  for 
promoting  fuppuration,  are  never  admifllble, 
whilft  the  refolution  of  an  inflamed  part  is  thought 
pra&icable,  as  they  have  always  a  very  confide- 
rable  influence  in  occafioning  an  increafe  of  the 
fwelling,  with  a  confequent  tendency  to  fuppura¬ 
tion. 

The  remedies  mod  to  be  depended  on,  in  this 
part  of  the  cure,  our  author  obferves,  are,  both 
general  and  topical  evacuations  of  blood,  the 
quantities  to  be  determined  by  the  circumdances 
of  the  cafe,  age,  and  ftrength  of  the  patients, 
gentle  laxatives,  diaphoretics,  and  other  cooling 
medicines  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  the  part  affec¬ 
ted  is  to  be  kept  conftantly  moid  by  a  folution  of 
lead  in  the  vegetable  acid,  which  he  confiders  as 
the  mod  effe&ual  application  for  the  refolution 
of  an  inflamed  tumour. 

He  prefers  a  folution  of  faccharum  faturni  in 
water  to  the  extra&um  faturni  of  Goulard,  as 
with  it  we  are  much  more  certain  of  the  exact 
ftrength  of  our  preparation  than  we  ever  can  be 
with  the  other.  For,  although  in  Goulard’s 
extract,  as  likewife  in  the  acetum  lythargyrites  of 

the  fhops,  which  are  both,  our  author  obferves, 

very 
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very  nearly  the  fame,  We  may  be  certain  of 
the  proportion  of  lead  employed  to  the  vinegar ; 
yet  we  never  can*  but  by  cry  Habitation,  know 
exa&ly,  or  even  nearly,  how  much  of  the  former 
the  menftruum  may  have  diflblved,  as  that  muft 
depend  upon  a  variety  of  accidents*  and  parti¬ 
cularly  on  the  ftrength  of  the  acid,  and  exaft 
degree  of  heat  employed,  "which  are  clrcumftan- 
ces  we  have  not  always  in  our  power  exa&ly  to 
regulate. 

Before  proceeding  to  treat  of  the  neceffary  reme¬ 
dies  for  promoting  fuppuration,  our  author  en¬ 
ters  pretty  fully  into  the  confideration  of  the  for¬ 
mation  of  pus. 

By  many  authors  pus  has  been  imagined  to 
confift  in  adiflolution  of  the  blood -veffels,  nerves* 
mufcles,  and  other  folids,  in  the  fluids  of  the 
parts  in  which  inflammatory  tumours  occur. 
Others,  again,  have  fuppofed  purulent  matter  to 
be  formed  in  the  blood,  and  that  it  is  fecreted 
in  its  complete  (late  into  abfeefles,  wounds,  and 
ulcers.  Both  thefe  opinions,  our  author,  by  a 
variety  of  arguments,  endeavours  to  overturn* 
and  afterwards  goes  on  to  fliew,  that  pus,  in  e- 
very  inftance,  is  formed  by  a  change  produced 
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from  a  certain  degree  of  fermentation  upon  the  fe- 


rous  and  coagulable  parts  of  the  blood  after  their 
fecretion  into  the  cavities  of  ulcers  and  abfceffes. 
This  opinion  feems  to  be  put  beyond  a  doubt  by 
the  experiments  of  Sir  John  Pringle,  and  of  Mr 
Gaber  of  Turin,  with  refpedfc  to  the  point  in 
queflion, 

Mr  Bell  fuppofes,  that  one  certain  confequcnce 
of  any  confiderable  degree  of  inflammation,  is 
the  effufion  of  a  quantity  of  the  ferous  and  co¬ 
agulable  parts  of  the  blood  into  the  cellular  mem¬ 


brane  of  the  part  affe&ed.  As,  in  order  to 
convert  thefe  fluids  into  pus,  when  detached  from 
the  body,  it  has  been  found,  by  experiment,  that 
a  certain  degree  of  heat  is  neceflary,  not  only  to 
be  applied,  but  to  be  conffantly  continued,  Mr 
Bell  recommends  a  more  particular  attention  to 

a  '  l  \  ;  __  j  ,  ■  .  « ■  ,•  '•  .  t 

the  treatment  of  inflamed  parts  in  this  manner  than 
has  commonly  been  given ;  and  advifes,  when 
fuppuration  is  wifhed  to  be  promoted,  as  the 
mod  effectual  means  for  that  purpofe,  a  very 
frequent  renewal  of  the  common  emollient  poul¬ 
tices  and  fomentations.  But,  in  order  to  receive 
any  advantages  from  thefe  applications,  we  arc 
dire&ed  to  renew  them  much  more  frequently 

than  is  commonly  pra&ifed  j  for  inflance,  every 
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fecond  or  third  hour,  at  fartheft,  and  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  with  as  great  a  degree  of  warmth  as  the 
patient  can  poflibly  bear. 

Mr  Bell  obfetves,  that  it  was  the  profecution  of 
&  fet  of  experiments  limilar  to  thofe  of  Sir  John 
Pringle  and  Mr  Gaber,  which  iirft  fuggelled  to 
him  the  probability  of  the  great  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  the  prefervation  of  a  due  degree  of 
heat  in  inflamed  parts,  when  intended  to  be 
brought  to  fuppuration.  And  he  has  according¬ 
ly,  he  remarks,  on  many  occafions  fmce  that 
time,  found  the  treatment  of  fuch  cafes  go  on 
much  more  eafily  than  otherwife  he  fhould  have 
expected,  or  have  been  able  to  explain. 

After  pus  is  thoroughly  formed  in  an  abfcefs, 
Mr  Bell  next  proceeds  to  confide r  the  mod  pro¬ 
per  method  of  difcharging  it  ;  and,  as  in  large 
I  collections  of  matter,  laying  them  open  to  any  con- 
|  fiderable  extent,  is  alrnoft  always  attended  with 
l  difagreeab'e  confequences,  fuch  as  debilitating 
»!  fweats,  quicknefs  of  pulfe,and  ether  fymptoms  of 
i  hedtic  fever,  in  order  to  avoid  thefe,  which  are  fup- 

Spofed  to  proceed  in  a  great  meafure  from  the  too 
free  admiflion  of  air  to  the  internal  furfaces  of 
Ithe  fores,  we  are  directed  to  open  every  abfeefs 
of  any  confiderable  fize,  by  means  of  a  feton  or 
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cord  introduced  from  the  fuperior  to  the  mod 
depending  part  of  the  tumour  ;  which  evacuates 
the  matter  gradually,  and  is  feldom  or  never,  we 
are  told,  attended  with  any  of  the  had  effects 
which,  in  fuch  cafes,  almoft  conflantly  fucceed  to 
large  incifions. 

1  he  pra£tice  here  recommended  has,  for  ma¬ 
ny  years,  been  followed  in  the  Royal  Infirmary 
of  Edinburgh,  and  has  always  been  attended 
with  very  good  effects.  An  inftrument  is  deli¬ 
neated  by  our  author ,  by  which  a  cord  may , 
with  the  greateft  eafe  and  fafety,  be  introduced 
in  every  cafe  of  abfeefs. 

In  the  fecond  part  of  this  work,  on  the  theo¬ 
ry  and  treatment  of  ulcers,  we  have  a  full  account 
of  all  the  varieties  of  thefe  diforders,  Mr  Bell 
divides  ulcers  in  general  into  two  claffes,  viz, 
x.  Such  as  are  merely  local,  and  not  connected 
with  any  diforder  of  the  conftitution  ;  the  diffe¬ 
rent  fpecies  of  which  are,  the  fimple  purulent  ul¬ 
cer,  the  fimple  vitiated  ulcer,  the  fungous  ulcer, 
the  finous,  the  callous,  the  carious,  the  cance¬ 
rous,  and  cutaneous  ulcers. 

2.  Such  as  are  connected  with,  or  depend  up¬ 
on  fame  general  diforder  of  the  fyftem ;  of 

■which 


■which  the  feveral  fpecies  are,  the  venereal,  the 
fcorbutic,  and  fcrophulous  ulcers. 

In  the  treatment  of  ulcers,  it  has  been  aimed 
univerfally  recommended  never  to  attempt  the 
cure  of  fuch  as  have  been  of  long  Handing,  as, 
from  the  very  acrid  matters  which  they  are  fre^ 
quently  known  to  difeharge,  it  has  been  commonly 
imagined  that  drying  up  fuch  fores  might 
prove  dangerous  to  the  conftitution.  For  a  great 
quantity  of  acrid  humours  would  thereby  be  pent 
up  in  the  fyftem,  which  otherwife,  if  the  ulcers 
had  been  kept  open,  would  Hill,  by  their  means, 
have  continued  to  be  difeharged.  Mr  Bell,  how¬ 
ever,  is  of  opinion,  that  no  fuch  acrid  matters,  as 
are  frequently  obferved  to  be  difeharged  from 
ulcers,  ever  fubfifted  in  the  blood  ;  and  adduces 
a  variety  of  arguments  in  confirmation  of  this. 

The  acrimony  which,  in  fuch  cafes,  occurs,  is 
produced,  he  thinks,  in  a  great  meafure,  by  fome 
particular  alfedlion  of  the  organs  which  feparate 
thofe  fluids  from  the  blood,  from  which  the  matter, 
by  its  remora  in  the  cavities  of  ulcers,  is -after¬ 
wards  formed  :  For,  frequently,  he  obferves,  we 
can,  in  the  courfe  of  a  very  few  hours,  by  means 
of  an  external  topical  application  merely,  change 
the  appearance  entirely  of  the  matter  of  an  ul- 
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cer,  which,  in  that  manner,  could  never  in  any 
cafe  be  done,  if  the  change  produced  depended  on 
an  alteration  to  be  effected  on  the  general  mafs  of 
blood.  He  is,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  ulcers 
prove  hurtful  or  beneficial  to  the  conftitution, 
not  by  the  quality  of  matter  difcharged,  but  by 
the  quantity  ;  and  hence  he  thinks  the  cure  of 
every  fore,  of  whatever  continuance,  may  be 
rendered  perfe&ly  fafe  by  the  previous  intro¬ 
duction  of  an  iflue,  which  difcharges  a  quantity 
of  fluids,  equal  to  the  difcharge  occafioned  by 
the  fore  to  be  healed  up.  And  he  aflerts,  from 
extenflve  experience  on  this  point,  that  no  in- 
conveniencies  ever  refult  from  the  practice  $ 
hence  he  is  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  cure  of 
every  fore  may,  with  fafety,  be  attempted. 

The  Ample  purulent  ulcer  is  the  firfl  fubjeCt  of 
our  author’s  confideration,  not  only  as  being 
more  eaflly  managed  than  any  fore  we  are  ac¬ 
quainted  with,  but  as  it  is  to  this  ftate  every  o- 
ther  fpecies  of  ulcer  muff  be  reduced  before  any 
permanent  cure  can  be  obtained. 

The  means  neceflary  for  the  mo  ft  effe&ual 
treatment  of  the  purulent  ulcer  are  here  fully  e- 
numerated  5  as  are  afterwards  the  different  reme*? 
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dies  for  reducing  to  a  purulent  Rate  the  feveral 
fpecies  of  ulcers  ;  but,  as  the  nature  of  this  work 
does  not  admit  of  a  very  particular  account 
being  given,  we  (hall  endeavour  to  point  out  fuch 
circumstances  from  the  whole,  as  to  us  appear 
of  mod;  confequence. 

By  the  fimple  vitiated  ulcer,  Mr  Bell  means 
all  fuch  fores  as  differ  from  a  fimple  purulent  ul¬ 
cer  in  the  nature  of  the  difcharge  afforded. 
Whenever  the  folids  are  particularly  affe&ed,  the 
fore  more  properly  belongs  to  one  or  other  of 
the  fpecies  afterwards  defcribed,  and  which  have 
been  already  enumerated. 

The  principal  caufe  of  the  purulent  difcharge 
of  ulcers  degenerating  into  matters  of  different 
kinds,  our  author  looks  upon  to  be  inflamma¬ 
tion  of  the  parts  affected  ;  and  according  as  that 
fymptom  is  more  or  lefs  confiderable  in  fores,  at 
leaft  in  thofe  of  a  local  nature,  unconnected  with 
any  diforder  of  the  habit,  the  difcharge,  he  al¬ 
ledges,  is  always  more  or  lefs  of  a  vitiated  nature: 
In  confequence  of  this,  he  remarks,  fuch  appli¬ 
cations  are  found  to  be  mod  effedual  in  fores  of 
this  nature,  as  are  known  to  be  mod  ufeful  in 
removing  inflammatory  affections  ;  and  hence  is 
explained,  he  obferves,  the  great  efficacy  of  warm 
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emollient  poultices  and  fomentations.  In  fimple 
fores  of  a  vitiated  nature,  our  author  recom* 
mends  thefe  as  the-mofl  effectual  remedies  j  as 
they  feldom  fail,  not  only  in  procuring  eafe  to  the 
patient,  but  in  producing  a  confiderable  change 
for  the  better  in  the  nature  of  the  difcharge. 

Iflues  are!  recommended  as  a  proper  and 
very  neceflary  ftep  in  the  cure  of  every  ulcer. 
For,  independently  of  rifk  to  the  conftitution, 
from  the  healing  of  old  fores,  without  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  adequate  drains,  nothing,  we  are  told, 
contributes  more  to  the  cure,  than  the  practice 
recommended.  And,  unlefs  proper  attention  be 
given  to  this  point,  although  we  may  fometimes 
effedt  the  cicatrifation  of  fuch  fores  by  means  of 
aftringent  applications  ;  yet  cures  fo  obtained  will 
never,  we  are  told,  prove  very  laffing.  For  the 
fyftem  having,  by  means  of  the  ulcers,  been, 
for  a  long  time,  accuftomed  to  throw  off  con- 
iiderable  quantities  of  fluids,  the  redundancy 
which  a  ftoppage  of  thefe  unavoidably  occafions 
in  the  conftitution,  always,  at  laft,  forces  open 
the  cicatrices  of  newly  healed  fores,  unlefs  this 
effeCt  be  guarded  againft  by  the  introduction  of  a* 
dequate  drains. 
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After  the  inflammatory  (late  of  an  ulcer  is  o- 
ver,  gentle  compreflion,  by  means  of  a  laced 
(locking,  or  of  a  roller  fo  applied  as  to  ad  gently 
upon  the  parts  contiguous  to  the  fore,  is  much 
recommended. 

When  fpeaking  of  the  finous  ulcer,  our  author 
obferves,  that  the  intention  of  cure,  in  every  cafe 
of  finus,  is  to  produce  a  coalefcence  of  its  Tides,  fo 
as  to  deftroy  any  vacuity  that  may  have  occurred. 
The  moft  effedual  means  for  accomplishing  this, 
is,  firft,  to  make  a  depending  orifice  for  a  free 
exit  to  the  matter,  and  then,  by  a  gentle  irrita¬ 
tion,  to  induce,  on  the  internal  furface  of  the  ii- 
nus,  a  flight  degree  of  inflammation,  which,  by 
experience,  he  obferves,  is  known  to  be  that  (late 
moft  favourable  for  the  produdion  of  adhefion 
between  any  two  parts.  And  he  recommends, 
as  the  moft  fimple  and  eafy  method  of  effeding 
this,  the  introdudion  of  a  feton  or  cord  from  the 
orifice  in  the  ulcer,  along  the  courfe  of  the  finus 
to  its  other  extremity,  where  an  opening  large 
enough  for  the  difeharge  (hould  be  immediately 
made  for  the  reception  of  the  feton. 

As  the  cure  advances,  we  are  direded  to  di- 
minilh  the  fize  of  the  cord  gradually,  by  taking 
away  a  thread,  or  fo,  from  its  thicknefs,  every 
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fecond  or  third  day ;  and,  at  lad,  when  the  dif- 
charge  is  confiderably  leffened,  to  take  it  out  al¬ 
together,  and  to  finifh  the  cure  by  making  a 
gentle  preffure  upon  the  courfe  of  the  finus  for 
fome  time  longer,  by  means  of  a  proper  ban¬ 
dage. 

When  fpeaking  of  the  cancerous  ulcer,  a  va¬ 
riety  of  arguments  are  enumerated  to  prove,  that 
cancer  is  originally  a  local  affection  only  ;  and,  as 
no  remedy  our  author  has  ever  yet  feen  employ¬ 
ed  has  proved  effectual,  he  recommends,  as 
the  only  refource,  extirpation  of  the  parts  affec¬ 
ted. 

By  the  cutaneous  ulcer,  our  author  underdands 
fuch  fores  as  frequently  occur  from  eruptions  of 
the  herpetic  kind,  when  improperly  treated,  or 
entirely  neglected.  As  he  confiders  diforders  of 
this  nature  to  be  entirely  local,  and  to  proceed 
mod  frequently  merely  from  a  remora  of  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  perfpiration,  occafioned  by  want  of  due  at¬ 
tention  to  cleanlinefs,  or  fome  other  fimilar  caufe, 
he  advifes,  as  the  moft  effectual  remedies,  in  e- 
very  cafe  of  this  kind,  a  frequent  ufe  of  the  warm 
bath,  together  with  antimonials,  and  other  medi¬ 
cines  of  the  diaphoretic  kind* 
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For  external  application,  drying  adringent  re- 
medics  are  recommended,  fuch  as  lime-water, 
folutions  of  faccharum  Saturni,  and  of  mercurius 
fublimatus  corrofivus.  This  lad  is  particularly 
advifed  as  the  mod  effe&ual  application  in  cafes 
of  tinea  capitis,  a  fpecies  of  the  diforder  under 
confideration.  About  ten  grains  of  the  mercu¬ 
ry  to  a  pound  of  water,  makes  a  folution  of  a 
very  proper  drength  for  every  purpofe  of  this 
kind.  -  Bp  /  L 

In  deep  ulcerations  of  the  herpetic  nature,  an 
ointment,  prepared  with  axunge  and  calcined  zinc, 
is  recommended  as  a  very  effectual  application 
for  the  removal  of  inflammation,  which,  in  fuch 
cafes,  frequently  occurs. 

The  lad  differtation  of  the  work  before  us 
contains  obfervations  on  white  fwellings  of  the 
joints.  Our  author  is  clearly  of  opinion,  that 
fwellings  of  this  nature  proceed  from  two  diffe¬ 
rent  fets  of  caufes ;  and  he  thinks  it  a  matter  of 
the  greated  confequence  in  praflice,  to  didin- 
guifh  properly  between  the  one  fet  of  caufes  and 
the  other.  The  one  produces  a  difeafe  which 
often  has  been,  and  certainly  is,  of  a  curable  na¬ 
ture  $  whereas  the  diforder  produced  by  the  o- 
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ther  has,  probably,  been  feldom  or  never  known 
to  yield  to  medicines. 

The  mildeft  fpecies  of  the  difeafe  he  confiders 
as  of  an  inflammatory  or  rheumatic  nature  ;  and 
the  other  to  be  conne&ed  with  a  fcrophulous 
difpofitlon. 

Although  white  fwellings  of  the  joints,  in  their 
more  advanced  ftages,  acquire  an  equal  inveteracy, 
when  proceeding  from  either  of  the  two  foremen- 
tioned  caufes,  yet  if  they  be  attended  to  foon  after 
their  commencement,  there  is  always  a  confider- 
able  difference  to  be  obferved.  The  pain,  in  the 
fpecies  of  the  difordcr  from  a  rheumatic  difpofi- 
tion,  is  always,  we  are  told,  from  the  beginning, 
diffufed  over  the  whole  joint,  and,  on  fome  occa- 
fions,  extends  even  a  confiderable  way  along  the 
mufcles  that  are  attached  to  it.  While,  in  the 
other  fpecies  of  the  difeafe,  the  pain  is  not  only 
always  at  firft,  but  fometimes  even  when  the 
complaint  has  been  of  long  {landing,  confined  to 
a  very  fmall  circumfcribed  fpace. 

In  the  former,  the  fwelling  is  always  confined 
to  the  foft  parts,  and  is  from  the  beginning  ex¬ 
ceedingly  evident ;  but,  in  the  latter,  there  is  fel¬ 
dom,  for  fome  time,  any  perceptible  fwelling, 
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and  when  it  does  more  fenfibly  appear,  the  bones 
are  found  evidently  to  be  the  parts  chiefly  affec¬ 
ted,  the  furrounding  teguments  coming  only  to 
fuffer  on  a  farther  progrefs  of  the  difeafe. 

Thefe  are  the  chief  local  differences  of  the  two 
fpecies  of  this  diforder ;  but  fome  diftin£tion, 
our  author  obferves,  may  likewife  be  obtained 
from  the  general  habit  of  the  patient,  and  from 
the  manner  in  which  the  complaint  may  feem  to 
have  been  produced. 

Thus,  when  fuch  fwellings  occur  in  young, 
ffrong,  plethoric  people,  efpecially  in  fuch  as  have 
formerly  been  fubje£t  to  rheumatifm,  fuch,  moft 
probably,  will  always  prove  to  be  of  the  mildeft 
or  rheumatic  fpccies  of  the  diforder. 

When,  on'the  other  hand,  fwellings  of  this  nature 
appear  in  fuch  patients  as  are  otherwife  evidently 
of  fcrophulous  difpofitions,  where,  together  with  a 
fine  fkin,  and  delicate  complexion,  there  are  ei¬ 
ther,  on  examination,  found  to  be  hardened 
glands  in  the  neck,  arm-pits,  or  inguina  ;  or  it 
is  difeovered,  that  the  patient  has,  from  his  an- 
ceflors,  a  title  to  fuch  complaints ;  when,  with 
any,  or  all  of  thefe  circumftances,  the  diforder 
has  begun  without  any  evident  external  caufe, 
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we  need  be  under  very  little  doubt  in  concla* 
ding  it  to  be  of  a  fcrophulous  nature. 

In  the  fcrophulous  fpecies  of  white  fwdling, 
very  little  affihance,  we  are  told,  is  to  be  obtained 
from  art  \  but,  in  the  other,  we  have  it  frequent- 
ly  in  our  power  £0  be  of  confiderable  fervice. 

In  the  incipient  hate  of  this  diforder,  topical 
blood-letting  is  of  very  great  confequence,  par¬ 
ticularly  cupping  and  fcarifying,  fo  as  to  take 
away  confiderable  quantities  of  blood  from  the 
part  immediately  affe&ed.  Blihers,  repeatedly 
applied  to  the  parts,  are  likewife  much  recom- 
mended  in  this  hage  of  the  diforder. 

When  fweiiings  of  this  nature  have  been  of 
more  confiderable  handing,  gentle  mercurials, 
particularly  in  the  form  of  undtion,  to  the  parts 
affe&ed,  are  advifed ;  and,  for  the  removal  of  that 
hiffnefs  and  rigidity  of  the  joints  which  frequent¬ 
ly  remain  after  every  other  fymptom  of  the  dif- 
eafe  has  difappeared,  warm  emollients,  together 
with  a  long  continued  ufe  of  frictions,  are  the 
remedies  chiefly  to  be  depended  on.  This  ri¬ 
gidity  of  the  joints,  which,  in  fuch  cafes,  is  fo 
common,  has  generally,  our  author  obferves, 
been  fuppofed  to  proceed,  either  from  the  forma¬ 
tion 
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tion  of  a  real  anchylofis,  In  confequence  of  the 
ends  of  the  bones  compofmg  the  joint  ha¬ 
ving  run  into  one  another,  or  from  an  in- 
fpiffation  of  the  fynoviai  fluid  of  the  joint  itfelf : 
Mr  Bell,  however,  is  of  opinion,  from  a  great 
number  of  diffeCtions  which  he  has  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  making  of  difeafed  joints  in  this 
complaint,  that  neither  of  thefe  caufes  of  this 
fymptom  occur  frequently.  And  he  attributes  it, 
in  almofl  every  instance,  to  a  preternatural  rigi¬ 
dity,  or  contraction  in  the  flexor  mufcles  corre- 
fponding  with  the  affeCted  joint.  He,  therefore, 
advifes  a  long  continued  ufe  of  emollients  with 
frictions,  as  the  moft  effectual  remedies  in  every 
cafe  of  this  kind.  The  friction,  however,  in  or¬ 
der  to  prove  effectual,  fhould  be  applied  over  the 
whole  extent  of  the  flefhy  parts  of  the  mufcles, 
and  not  confined, as  it  commonly  is  done,  to  the  ten¬ 
dons,  where  it  cannot  probably  have  much  influ¬ 
ence. 
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Effais  Botaniques ,  Chemiques ,  ^  Pharmaceutiques , 
fur  quelques  Plantes  indigenes ,  fubjlitutes , 
faeces ,  Vegetaux  exotiaues ,  auxquels  on  a 

joint  des  Qbfervations  Me  die  inales  fur  les 
mimes  Ob  jets.  Outrage  qui  a  remporte  le  pre¬ 
mier  prix  double ,  <2^  jugement  de  M.  M.  de  l9 A* 
cademie  des  Sciences ,  Belles  Lettres ,  ^  di? 
Lyons .  Par  M.  Cofte,  Medicin  des  Hofpitaux 
Militaires  de  Roy ,  ^  Reftdence  d  Calais ,  agrege 
honoraire  du  College  Royale  des  Medicins  de 
l \ancy9  Membre  de  V  Ac ademie  Royale  des  Sciences 
de  la  mime  Ville ,  de  cedes  de  Lyon ,  Suede9 

&c.  et  M,  Willemet,  Doyen  des  Apothecaires 9 

Demonflrateur  de  Chemie  et  de  Botanique  au  Col¬ 
lege  Royale  de  Medecine  de  Nancy 9  Membre  des 
Societes  Royales  de  Suede  et  de  Paris ,  et  de 
Celles  Baviere ,  de  Hejfe ,  Hombourg ,  *  Berne. 
A  Nancy.  1778*  8vo, 


THE  philofophical  fpirit  o  f  inquiry  which  fa 
happily  diftinguifhes  the  prefent  times,  has 

led  to  many  new  acquifitions  in  the  vegetable 

world* 
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World.  It  is  to  be  lamented,  however,  that,  while 
our  fhips  are  bringing  home  botanical  treafures 
from  the  fouthern  hemifphere,  we  are  neglecting 

the  plants  with  which  nature  has  furnifhed  us  at 

* 

\  ho  me,  and  which  are  overlooked,  merely,  per^ 
|  haps,  becaufe  we  tread  them  every  day  under  our 
feet.  With  refpeCl  to  their  medicinal  virtues, 
there  is  fo  much  confufion  and  exaggeration  in 
all  the  old  writers,  and  thofe  who  have  copied 
after  them,  that  their  real  qualities  are  often  times 
concealed  amidft  a  number  of  imaginary  proper- 
i  ties.  A  work,  founded  on  repeated  experiments, 
and  attentive  obfervation,  was,  therefore,  a  deft- 
deratum  in  medicine.  The  performance  before 
us  is  executed  on  fuch  a  plan,  and,  we  hope,  will 
pave  the  way  to  other  ftmilar  inquiries.  T  he 
learned  authors  have  arranged,  under  diftinCt 
heads,  fuch  exotic  vegetables  as  are  in  the  mod 
general  ufe  j  and  then,  after  having  afcertained 
the  properties  of  each  of  thefe,  they  proceed  to 
point  out  fuch  indigenous  plants  of  France  and 
Lorraine  as  fcetn,  from  chymical  analyfis,  and 
trials  on  patients,  to  poftels  ftmilar  principles,  and 
which  may,  therefore,  with  propriety,  be  fubfti- 
tuted  in  their  (lead.  Of  all  thefe  plants,  as  well 
foreign  as  indigenous,  they  give  an  abridged  hi- 
Vol.  V.  No,  19.  U  u  ftoryi 
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flory  ;  and,  to  this,  they  add  the  bell  methods  of 
preparing  and  exhibiting  them,  together  with  the 
experiments  they  have  made  to  afcertain  their 
medical  ufes.  The  limits  of  our  work  do  not 
permit  us  to  follow  them  minutely  through  the 
whole  of  their  performance  \  we  fhall,  therefore, 
content  ourfelves  with  laying  before  our  readers 
the  following  table,  which  is  annexed  to  the  work, 
and  affords  a  general  view  of  the  refult  of  their 
inquiries. 

It  may  be  proper,  however,  to  obferve,  that 
the  plants  mentioned  in  the  appendix  are  intro¬ 
duced  on  the  teflimony  of  other  phyficians. 
Thus,  the  arnica  montana  has  been  exprefsly  re¬ 
commended  by  Dr  Collin  in  the  Differtation,  an 
analyfis  of  which  is  given  in  the  firfl  part  of  this 
number,  and  in  another  wrhich  he  has  very  lately 
publifhed,  but  which  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to 

obtain.  The  Solanum  Dulcamara  was  firfl  no- 
ticed  by  the  celebrated  Linnaeus,  and  fince  by 
M.  Razoux,  phyhcian  at  Nifmes,  and  others. 
The  authors  likewife  fpeak  of  it  as  an  ufeful  re¬ 
medy  in  ulcers  of  long  flanding,  and  in  chronic 
rheumatifm,  on  the  teflimony  of  Dodtor  Simmons, 
The  Sedum  Paluflre,  as  we  are  told  by  Linnaeus, 
ig  frequently  ufed,  in  Weflrogotha,  in  cafes  of 

Chin* 
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Chincough,  in  which  it  aCts  as  a  fedative.  The 
Gians  Qutrcina,'  (acorn),  has  been  recommended 
by  -Dr  Auenbrugger  of  Vienna,  as  a  deobftruent, 
when  taken  in  the  way  of  coffee.  The  Phellan- 
drium  Aquaticum  was  firft  recommended  by 
Heifter,  but  more  particularly  afterwards  by  Dr 
Ernding  of  Brunfwic,  in  a  work  publifhed  in 
1739,  and  entitled  Phellandrogia.  In  this,  as 
well  as  in  a  differ tation  written  in  German  by  Dr 
Lange  of  Lunebourg,  6  On  the  fingular  Efficacy 
c  of  the  Seeds  of  the  Phellandrium  /Aquaticum/ 
it  is  fpoken  of  as  a  diuretic,  antifepric,  and  ex¬ 
pectorant.  The  Chenopodium  Botrys  is  highly 
extolled  by  Dr  Paulet  of  Paris,  editor  of  the 
Gazette  de  Sante,  as  an  ufeful  remedy  in  humo¬ 
ral  afthtna.  For  the  cure  of  this  affeCtion,  he 
recommends  it  to  be  powdered,  and  mixed  into 
the  form  of  an  eleCtuary,  with  honey. 

How  far  the  experience  of  other  practitioners 
I  will  confirm  the  obfervations  of  Dr  Code  and 
Mr  Willemet,  future  attentive  trials  can  alone 
determine.  Yet  it  mud  unquedionably  afford 
no  inconfiderable  degree  of  pleafure  to  every 
practitioner  who  is  not  blindly  attached  to  thofe 
practices  only  of  which  he  has  himfelf  been  a 
witnefs,  to  think  that  there  is,  at  lead,  a  profpeCt 
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that  fome  foreign  articles,  which  cannot  be  had 
but  at  a  great  expence,  may  be  fupplied  by  others, 
wh<ch,  as  they  grow  in  great  abundance  in  this 
climate,  are  in  no  danger  of  being  adulterated 
by  mixture  With  articles,  which,  although  of  fimi- 
3ar  appearance,  polfefs  very  different  qualities. 
It  is,  therefore,  we  prelume,  unneceffary  to  recom* 
mend  it  to  the  apothecaries  of  this  country,  to 
provide  fuch  articles  mentioned  in  this  table,  as 
do  not  enter  the  pharmacopoeia^  either  of  Lon¬ 
don  or  hdinburgh.  Nor  need  we  fugged  to 
candid  practitioners,  zealous  for  the  improve¬ 
ment  uf  their  proteffion,  the  propriety  of  giving 
a  fair  trial,  on  proper  occafions,  to  the  articles 

•  i  '•  >  .  /  -v-  '  adl 

here  mentioned.  And  if,  from  the  experience 
of  others,  the  affertions  of  the  authors  of  this  dif- 
fenation  fhall  appear  to  be  well  founded,  the 
medical  world  may  be  confidered  as  greatly  in- 
debted  to  their  zeal  and  induftry. 
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Medical  Obfervations . 


ii 

■  * 

Obfervations  on  the  extirpation  of  a  Cancerous 
Ulcer  in  the  lower  Lip.  By  Mr  William  Deas, 
Surgeon  to  the  united  Hofpitals  of  St  Nicholas 
and  St  Catherine ,  Dublin,  communicated  to  Dr 
Duncan. 

s  r 

'  ;  . '  . 

IN  all  our  treatifes  on  the  operations  of  furge- 

ry,  we  are  dire&ed,  after  the  removal  of 
cancerous  ulcers  or  excrefcences  in  the  lips,  to 
retain  the  divided  parts  in  contad  by  means  of 
the  twilled  future.  This  method  I  have  always 
experienced  to  be  attended  with  fo  many  pain¬ 
ful  inconveniencies,  that  1  determined  to  try  if  a 
fingle  point  of  the  interrupted  future,  fupported 
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by  flips  of  flicking  plafler  and  the  uniting  ban¬ 
dage,  might  not  be  fubflituted  with  fuperior  ad¬ 
vantages  ;  and,  from  many  repeated  inftances, 
I  am  now  convinced  it  may.  Ofthefe  the  follow¬ 


ing  is  one. 


September  2.  1777.  A  thin  healthy  looking 
old  woman,  aged  fixty,  came  from  the  country 
to  be  received  into  the  united  hofpitals.  She 
had  a  cancerous  ulcer,  which  occupied  near  three 
parts  of  the  lower  lip,  furrounded  with  confide- 
rable  hardnefs.  It  rofe,  in  feven  months,  from 
a  final),  pimple,  which  appeared  near  the  left 
angle  of  the  lip,  to  its  prefent  condition.  The 
fubinaxillary  glands  being  perfectly  difengaged* 
and  there  appearing  no  circumftance  in  her  cafe 
to  forbid  the  operation,  it  was  performed  with¬ 
out  any  particular  occurrence,  only  taking  care 
to  make  the  lower  angle,  A,  as  acute  B 
as  pcffible.  The  divided  parts  being 
brought  together,  a  fimple  hitch  was  ^ 
put  at  B,  and  another  at  C.  Thofe  ^ 
were  fupported  with  flips  of  flicking 
plafler, large  compreffes  on  the  cheeks,  and  a  pret¬ 
ty  broad  uniting  bandage,  all  fo  placed  as  to  coun¬ 
teract  the  retraCtion  of  the  mufcles.  The  ufual  regi¬ 
men  in  fuch  cafes,  and  abfolute  filence,  were  en¬ 
joined. 
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joined.  The  third  day  the  bandage  and  com- 
prefles  were  renewed,  and  the  fourth  the  wound 
was  infpeded.  Above,  the  parts  were  perfedly 
united  ;  but  lower  down  there  was  a  flight  fup- 
puration,  particularly  on  the  points  of  the  future. 
A  fmall  pledgit  of  dry  lint,  with  the  uniting  flips 
of  plafter  and  bandage,  conftituted  the  whole 
drefling.  Her  bowels  were  kept  free  by  a  gen¬ 
tle  laxatives,  and  after  the  fourth  day  {he  took 
occafionally  a  decodion  of  bark.  Fourteen  days 
from  the  operation,  the  parts  were  firmly  united, 
and  nothing  appeared  but  a  Ample  line  of  cica¬ 
trization  ;  and,  although  her  mouth  was  but 
fmall,  it  looked  by  no  means  difagreeable,  or  at¬ 
tended  with  any  inconvenience.  After  having 
an  iflue  opened  in  her  arm,  flie  was  difcharged 
the  hofpitai  perfedly  well. 

If  we  contrafl:  this  mode  of  treatment  with 
that  where  the  divided  parts  are,  as  it  were, 
fufpended  on  three  needles,  with  waxed  threads 
twifted  round  them,  which  pinch  and  contufe  the 
parts  engaged,  conftantiy  irritating  the  muicles 
to  retradions,  and  rendering  the  application  of 
dreflings,  bandages,  &c.  extremely  painful  ;  and 
all  this  in  patients  whofe  vitiated  habit  of  body 
fliould  deter  our  giving  the  leaf!  unneceflary  ir- 
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ritation,  I  make  no  doubt  there  are  few  fu'f- 
geons  will  hefitate  an  inftant,  either  in  this  cafe, 
or  in  that  of  the  hare-lip,  which  to  adopt  $  the 
one  being  eafy,  fafe,  and  expeditious,  in  compa¬ 
nion  to  the  other,  which  is  painfully  complex 
and  tedious. 

But,  in  all  cancerous  cafes,  previous  to  the  un¬ 
dertaking  any  operation,  I  am  of  opinion  the  ex- 
tra6t  or  juice  of  hemlock,  notwithftanding  its 
prefent  low  repute,  fhould  be  firffc  tried.  And 
I  have  feen  fome  inflances  where,  in  real  can¬ 
cerous  cafes,  it  fucceeded,  contrary  to  all  ex* 
pe&ation* 


IL 

The  Hljlory  of  a  Cafe  of  obftinate  ObJUpatio ,  di* 
fending  on  a  flricture  of  the  Redum ,  communi¬ 
cated  to  Dr  Duncan,  by  Mr  Edward  John- 
flone.  Student  of  Medicine  at  Edinburgh* 

MAY  3.  1777,  My  father,  Dr  John- 
flone  of  Kidderminfler,  was  called  to 
vifit  Mrs  Wright,  a  large  made  corpulent  wo¬ 
man,  about  forty  years  old,  and  who  believed 
herfelf  in  the  fifth  or  iixth  month  of  her  preg¬ 
nancy* 
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nancy.  She  was  generally  difpofed  to  coftive* 
nefs,  and  mod  of  all  when  pregnant. 

O  n  the  1 3d  of  April  preceding  fhe  took  an  ounce  * 
of  Glauber’s  falts  to  remove  a  (welling  with  inflam¬ 
mation  in  the  lower  part  of  her  thigh.  She  was 
both  vomited  and  purged  by  this  medicine.  The 
fwelling  went  off,  but  from  this  time  fhe  had  no 
evacuation  by  (tool ;  and  every  effort  of  art  to 
procure  the  evacuation,  however  powerfully 
directed  by  my  father,  and  my  brother,  Dr 
Johnftone  of  Worcefter,  proved  abortive. 

She  took,  for  the  fpace  of  four  weeks,  purga¬ 
tives  of  every  clafs,  and  in  all  kinds  of  dofes ; 
and,  though  they  generally  remained  many  hours 
in  her  body  before  they  were  vomited  up,  they 
were  in  no  inftance  effe&ual. 

Befides  ftimulating  and  oily  glyfters,  tobacco, 
in  fume  and  deco&ion,  was  injected  ;  and  the 
decoflion  was  alfo,  among  other  purgatives,  ta¬ 
ken  by  the  mouth. 

Glyfters  of  warm  water  were  daily  adminifter* 

s  ed,  the  patient  was  repeatedly  put  into  the  warm 

*  1  « 

bath,  and  alfo  had  cold  water  repeatedly  dafhed 
j  upon  her  limbs  and  body.  She  underwent  all 
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thefe  operations,  though  ineffectual,  with  refolu* 
tion  and  patience. 

She  took  three  pounds  of  argentum  vivum 
ten  days  before  her  death,  and  was  feveral  times 
after  this  jumbled  in  a  poft-chaife,  in  order  to 
direCt  the  momentum  of  the  mercury  to  the  part 
affected.  She  had  fometimes  an  opiate;  her 
belly  was  bliftered  ;  but  no  pafihge  having  been 
at  any  time  procured,  (he  died  on  the  29th  of 
May  ;  having  had,  for  fome  days  before  her 
death,  unufual  fevere  pain  in  her  left  loin,  about 
the  fig moid  flexure  of  the  colon,  with  funk  eyes, 
tumid  belly,  hiccup,  and  cold  fweats. 

Her  diet,  during  the  whole  of  her  illnefs,  con¬ 
fided  of  thin  brothes,  gruel,  panada,  barley  wa« 
ter,  cheefe  whey,  wine  whey,  and  fometimes  cold 
water  with  toafled  bread  in  it. 

Her  body  was  opened  the  next  day  after  her 
death.  I  was  prefent,  and  obferved  the  inteftines, 
both  great  and  fmall,  to  be  enormoufly  fwelled 
with  flatus  and  other  contents,  the  colon  as  thick 
as  the  thigh  ordinarily  is,  the  fmall  intefcines  in 
proportion ;  only  the  ftomach  and  duodenum 
were  not  fwelled  in  equal  degree  with  the  other 
intefiines,  but  lay  confined  and  buried  under', 
them. 
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The  obitrudion  which  had  occafioned  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  illnefs  and  death,  was  difcovered  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  redum.  It  was  a  ftridure 
which  as  compleatly  clofed  the  paffage  into  the 
inferior  part  of  the  redum  as  if  it  had  been  tied 
by  a  pack-thread.  A  kind  of  morbid  ligament, 
formed  in  the  redum,  caufed  this  ftridure.  As 
far  as  this  the  inteftines  were  prodigioufly  fwel- 
led  ;  and  a  mortification  having  entered  the  fub- 

itance  and  coats  of  the  colon  adjoining  to  the 
ftridure,  it  burfl  and  let  out  the  faeces  5  but  no 

quickfilver  was  obferved  to  come  with  them,  or 
was  found  in  any  of  the  adjacent  parts  of  the 
colon. 

The  obftrudion  in  the  rectum  was  found  im¬ 
pervious  ;  but  after  it  was  cut  out,  my  father 
forced  one  of  his  fingers  through  it  by  dilatation. 

The  lower  part  of  the  redum  was  quite 
blanched,  like  walked  tripe,  by  the  repeated  gly- 
liters  which  had  been  daily  thrown  in. 

This  was  a  cafe  in  which  quick- filver  was  as 
likely  to  have  been  ufeful  as  that  remedy  can  be 
in  any  cafe  of  obftruded  bowels;  yet  we  find 
that,  though  aided  by  the  motion  of  the  body  in 
a  carriage,  it  had  not,  either  by  its  weight  or 
momentum,  defcended  to  the  part  affeded. 
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I  believe  every  thing  was  tried  which  could 

. 

promife  the  leaft  relief  £  but,  were  any  fimilaf 
cafe,  in  which  the  obflru&ion  lay  in  the  re&um, 
to  happen,  poffibly  a  waxen  bougee,  or  polifhed 
whale-bone,  might  be  introduced  with  advantage, 
and  afford  a  profpect  of  opening  the  obftrudtion, 
when  glyfters  and  other  means  were  found  inef¬ 
fectual.  But  I  fubmit  this  propofition  only  to 
fuch  pra&itioners  as  never  find  a  fubjeCt  for  ri* 
dicule  in  any  thing,  however  new  and  unufual^ 
which  may  leffen  the  lift  of  incurable  difeafes. 


lit 

The  Hiflory  of  a  Cafe  in  which  there  occurred  d 
very  uncommon  frefentaiion  of  a  Child ,  to  whofe 
Neck  there  was  attached  a  Tumour  nearly  about 
the  fize  of  the  Child' s  Head .  By  Mr  John 

Gardner  Surgeon  at  Betley,  StafTordfhire,  com* 
municated  /o  Dr  D uncan • 

— — y  B— »h,  aged  20,  of  a  good  con* 
ftitution,  and  well-formed  pelvis,  was 
attacked  with  labour  pains  about  feven  in  the 
morning.  At  nine  I  came  to  her,  and,  upon  in¬ 
quiry* 
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quiry,  found  that  the  waters  had  broke  about  an 
hour  before.  Her  pains  were  then  exceedingly 
weak,  and,  upon  examination,  I  found  the  os 
uteri  corupleatly  dilated,  but  a  very  extraordinary 
kind  of  prefentation  ;  the  hand  and  arm  lay  un¬ 
der  the  body,  which  was  forced  very  low  into 
the  pelvis,  and  the  point  of  the  other  fhoulder 
was  diftindtly  to  be  felt  upwards,  whilft,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  infertion  of  the  funis  umbilicalis 
into  the  belly  was  plainly  to  be  felt  near  to  the  os 
externum.  From  this  fituation  of  the  child,  I 
was  of  opinion  that  it  lay  directly  acrofs  the  pel¬ 
vis,  and  that  there  was  no  other  remedy  than  the 
turning  of  the  child.  But,  as  the  woman’s  pains 
increafed,  and  fhe  was  very  timorous,  and  find¬ 
ing,  from  the  hand  and  arm  of  the  child,  it  was 
very  fmall,  I  was  difpofed  to  wait  the  efforts  of 
nature  for  feme  little  time,  thinking  it  poffible 
for  the  head  of  the  child  to  follow  the  fhoulder, 
which  I  once  found  to  be  the  cafe  in  a  child 
much  larger  than  this.  But,  after  waiting  fome 
time,  and  finding  it  gained  no  advantage,  I  told 
the  woman  and  her  friends  the  nature  of  the 
cafe,  and  if  fhe  would  confent  to  the  turning  of 
the  child,  doubled  not  but  fhe  would  do  very 
well.  The  wQtnan  reludfantly  gave  her  confent, 

and 
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and  I  then  began  the  operation,  by  making  an 
attempt  to  raife  the  body  of  the  child  ;  but  not 
fucceeding,  I  endeavoured  to  pafs  my  hand  gent¬ 
ly  up  into  the  uterus  to  fearch  for  the  feet,  and 
to  my  furprife  found  one  foot  lying  dire&ly  acrofs 
the  fide,  and  the  heel  turned  downwards.  With 
great  difficulty  I  laid  hold  of  the  foot,  and 
brought  it  down,  and  then  paffed  a  ligature 
round  the  ancle.  Having  gained  this  advan¬ 
tage,  I  let  the  woman  reft  ;  and,  as  the  leg  lay 
dire&ly  acrofs  the  body,  I  began  to  fufpect  that 
there  muft  be  two  children.  I  was,  however, 
determined  to  take  every  advantage  from  that 
leg.  But,  after  many  fruitlefs  attempts  to  bring 
the  child  lower,  which  did  not  fucceed,  I  paffed 
my  hand  under  that  leg  up  into  the  uterus,  found 
another  knee,  and  with  fome  difficulty  got  hold 
of  that  leg.  Finding  this  leg  much  larger  than 
the  other,  I  concluded  they  were  two  legs  of  dif¬ 
ferent  children. 

The  woman’s  pains  increafmg  then  very  much, 
forced  the  child  down  very  faft,  till  it  came  as 
far  as  the  hips.  I  was  then  convinced,  although 
there  was  evidently  inch  a  difference  in  tne  fizc 
of  the  legs,  that  they  belonged  to  one  child. 

After  it  had  advanced  below  the  navel,  it  there 

flopped  ; 
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flopped  ;  and,  as  I  found  the  child  muft  have 
been  dead  forae  time,  the  cuticle  dripping  all  off 
with  what  little  force  I  ufed,  I  was  fearful,  from 
the  great  refidance  I  then  met  with,  that  I  fhould 
pull  the  body  from  the  head,  and  leave  the  head 
in  the  pelvis.  I  wrapped  a  cloath  round  the  bo¬ 
dy,  and  gradually  pulled,  at  the  fame  time  alter¬ 
nately  raifed  the  body  upwards,  and  moved  it 
downwards*  Finding  I  gained  fome  little  ad¬ 
vantage,  I  perfevered  till  I  came  to  the  fhoulders  \ 

* 

then  cleared  both  the  arms.  After  this  I  pafled 
my  finger  into  the  child’s  mouth,  and  here  found 
greater  refinance  than  ever.  At  length  I  over¬ 
came  it,  and,  to  my  great  furprife,  found  a  large 
tumour  growing  behind  the  head,  of  nearly  the 
fame  fize  with  the  head. 

The  origin  of  this  tumour  was  exactly  at  the 
lambdoidal  future,  and  it  hung  by  a  flalk  of  about 
half  an  inch  long,  and  two  inches  in  circumfe¬ 
rence,  and  then  immediately  enlarged  to  the  fize 
of  the  child’s  head.  The  external  covering  of 
this  tumour  was  very  red,  and  exceedingly  vaf- 
cular,  but  had  no  hair  upon  it  :  The  integuments 
were  very  thick,  and  it  evidently  contained  a 
fluid.  As  1  could  not  prevail  upon  the  friends  to 
let  me  have  the  foetus,  i  was  determined  to  exa¬ 
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mine  the  contents  of  the  tumour*  to  which  they 
relu&antly  gave  confent.  I  divided  the  integu* 
ments  near  to  the  bafis  of  the  tumour,  and  found 
that  it  contained  about  a  pound  of  thin  blood  of 
a  very  black  colour,  and  fomewhat  foetid.  There 
was  alfo  blended  with  it  a  large  portion  of  the 
medullary  fubftance  of  the  brain  ;  but  1  am  dif? 
pofed  to  think,  that  the  brain  was  not  a  part  pe¬ 
culiar  to  the  tumour,  but  that  the  dura  mater 
was  become  putrid,  and  by  that  means  fuffered 
a  part  of  the  brain  to  pals  into  the  preternatural 
tumour,  and  fo  it  came  to  be  mixed  w’ith  the 
inclofed  fluid.  The  lower  part  of  the  back  look* 
ed  exceedingly  livid,  and  the  lumbar  procdks 
of  the  fpine  were  much  bent  inwards  and  broke, 
It  feemed  that  this  part  of  the  child  had  fuffer¬ 
ed  forne  violent  injury,  fo  as  to  be  the  caufe  of 
its  death,  which,  from  the  age  of  the  foetus,  and 
the  appearance  of  putrefaction,  muff  have  hap¬ 
pened  at  leaf!  one  month  before  delivery.  Up¬ 
on  afking  the  woman  if  fhe  had  received  any 
injury  during  her  pregnancy,  fhe  informed  me 
that  fhe  had  received  a  violent  blow  upon  her 
belly,  about  two  months  before,  falling  down 
upon  the  edge  of  a  large  cloaths  bafket. 

Upon 
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I  Upon  the  whole,  the  hiftory  of  the  cafe  mud  ap¬ 
pear  fingular,  when  we  confider  that  the  prefenta« 

I  *  '  -  —  ' 

tion  of  the  child  was  fuch  as,  I  believe,  has  never 
been  defcribed  by  any  profelfor  of  midwifery, 
A  point  of  one  fhoulder,  the  hand,  arm,  and 
fhoulder  of  the  other  fide,  the  infertion  of  the  funis 
umbilicalis,  and  one  leg  lying  acrofs  the  fide,  w^re 
iall  to  be  diftin&ly  felt  at  once.  The  leg  that  was 
firlf  difcovered  was  bent,  and  turned  quite  up¬ 
wards  from  the  knee  ;  fo  that  the  fituation  of  it 
had  impeded  the  circulation  of  blood  into  that 
limb,  and  occafioned  that  leg  and  foot  to  be  fo 
much  lefs  than  the  other. 


IV. 

Obfervations  on  the  internal  afe  of  the  Vitriolum 
Album ,  in  a  Cafe  of  Epilepfy ,  and  in  Diarrhoea * 
By  Mr  James  Johnfon  Surgeon  in  Lancafter? 
Communicated  to  Dr  Duncan. 

A  Young  woman,  in  the  24th  year  of  her 
age,  who  had  been  affli&ed  with  epilepfy 
for  near  the  fpace  of  three  years,  applied  to  me 
!  about  the  end  of  March  1776. 
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At  firft  her  fits  returned  only  after  intervals 
of  about  fix  weeks,  and  then  they  were  not  very 
fevere.  But,  by  degrees,  they  returned  at  (hott¬ 
er  intervals,  till  fhe  had  one  every  fortnight ;  and 
they  had,  at  the  fame  time,  become  much  more 
fevere. 

Before  fhe  came  under  my  care  fhe  had  taken 
feveral  medicines,  particularly  valeriana,  ruta, 
and  paeonia,  but  without  any  mitigation  of  her 
affe&ion.  I  had,  at  firft,  thoughts  of  trying  the 
flores  zinci.  But,  in  imitation  of  the  treatment 
which  I  had  feen  followed  by  Dr  William  Saun¬ 
ders  of  Guy’s  hofpital,  and  in  confequence  of  the 
recommendation  which  he  gives  in  his  le&ures 
of  employing  the  white  vitriol  in  preference  to 
the  zinc,  I  determined  on  the  ufe  of  that  medi¬ 
cine.  I  accordingly  began  with  the  ufe  of  the 
white  vitriol  about  the  firft  of  April,  and  conti¬ 
nued  it  till  about  the  middle  of  Qftober.  She 
at  firft  took  five  grains  twice  a>day  ;  but  the  dofe 
was  gradually  increafed  till  at  length  fhe  took 
twelve.  She  continued  this  medicine  uniformly 
from  the  time  that  fhe  began  it,  ufing  it  without 
any  interruption  even  during  the  flow  of  the 
menfes.  It  had  no  fenfible  operation,  excepting 
that  now  and  then  it  produced  a  flight  degree  of 
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tiaufea  for  a  few  mornings  after  the  dofe  had 
been  increafed.  .i 

After  fhe  began  this  medicine,  (he  had  three  or 
four  fits  at  about  the  diflance  of  ten  days  from  each 
other  5  and  thefe  were  more  fevere  than  any  to 

which  fhe  had  before  been  fubje&ed.  After 

*  \ 

this  fhe  had  frequently  the  fymptoms  of  an  ap¬ 
proaching  fit,  but  had  no  real  fit  for  the  fpace 
of  two  months.  After  this  fhe  had  one  fit,  which 
was  very  fevere  5  but,  fince  that,  fhe  has  conti¬ 
nued  for  the  fpace  of  twelve  months  without  any 
return.  Before  fhe  began  this  medicine,  fhe 
was  told  that  it  was  only  by  perfevering  in  the 
life  of  it  for  a  confiderable  length  of  time,  that 
fhe  could  expert  any  benefit.  Yet  I  hardly  ex¬ 
pected  that,  even  from  fuch  continuance,  in  the 
event,  it  would  have  been  fo  fuccefsful. 

Befides  the  prefent  cafe,  I  have  given  the  white 
vitriol  in  fome  other  cafes  of  epilepfy,  which  in¬ 
deed  were  (lighter.  In  th  fe  alfo  it  has  been 
employed  with  fuccefs.  And  I  cannot  help  think¬ 
ing  that  it  will  fucceed  in  mofl  cafes,  if  it  be  per¬ 
illed  in  for  a  fufficient  length  of  time.  But, 
without  proper  perfeverance,  nothing  is  to  be 

expelled. 
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I  have  alfo  given  the  vitriolum  album  in  fome 
inflances  of  diarrhoea.  And  I  have  found  it  to 
fucceed,  after  I  had  ufed  the  ipecacuanha  in  large 
and  fmali  dofes,  rhubarb,  terra  Japonica,  and  o* 

ther  aflringents,  to  no  purpofe* 

\  ,  ’  , 

V. 
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« 

The  Hifiory  of  a  Cafe  in  which  the  Bones  of  a  Foe * 
tus  were  difcharged  by  Jlool ,  and  from  which 
the  patient  afterwards  recovered .  By  Mr 

John  Smith  Surgeon  in  Uppingham,  Rutland^- 

fhire,  communicated  to  Dr  Duncan. 

* 

irOHW  KERBEY’s  wife,  of  Wakerly  in  the 
3  county  of  Northampton,  aged  z 6  years,  of 
a  flrong  healthy  conflitution  when  in  fervice,  fent 
for  me  the  2d  December  1773,  anc^  gave  me  the 
following  account  of  her  cafe.  She  had  been 
married  four  years,  had  enjoyed  a  good  (late  of 
health  till  October  1771,  when  not  menflruating 
as  ufual,  file  from  thence  fufpecled  herfelf  to  be 
with  child.  During  the  nine  months,  fhe  en¬ 
joyed  fuch  a  flats  of  health  as  pregmnt  women 
do,  but  was  particularly  coflive.  In  June  1772, 
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ilie  was  feized  with  labour-pains,  which  continued 
regular  and  ftrong  for  eight  or  ten  days.  The 
^midwife  not  finding  the  child  bear  down  as  might 
have  reafonably  been  expeded,  fhe  and  the  neigh¬ 
bours  concluded  that  it  was  either  a  colic  or  cal¬ 
culous  complaint.  The  eighth  day  after  her  firfi: 
feizure,  the  overfeers  of  the  parifh  fent  for  Mr 
Larrat,  a  man-midwife.  When  he  had  exami¬ 
ned  by  the  touch  in  the  vagina,  he  gave  it  as  his 
opinion,  there  was  nothing  to  be  done  at  that 
time,  but  to  procure  the  woman  fleep.  He  gave 
her  fome  anodyne  medicines,  which  had  the  de- 
fired  effed.  As  foon  as  that  was  over,  her  pains 
returned.  The  furgeon  was  fent  for  again  ;  up¬ 
on  his  examining  her,  he  acquainted  the  women 
there  was  a  child  to  be  brought  into  the  world, 
but  he  could  do  nothing  but  repeat  his  medi¬ 
cines.  I  have  fince  talked  to  him  m  regard  to 

\  < 

the  woman’s  cafe.  He  affured  me  that  fhe  had 
no  bearing  down  pains  when  he  was  with  her  ; 
that  the  os  tincae  was  not  dilated  ;  and  that  he 
did  not  examine  by  the  anus. 

From  June  to  December  following,  fhe  had 
an  extreme  bad  (late  of  health.  She  was  feldom 
or  never  free  from  pain,  particularly  when  fhe 
made  water,  or  had  a  floob  During  that  fix 
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months,  {he  feldom  had  a  (tool  above  once  a 
week.  In  December  1772,  fhe  applied  to  a 
praditioner,  who  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  he* 
cafe  was  dropfkal,  and  ordpred  for  her  fome 
ftrong  purging  medicines.  Soon  after  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  thofe  medicines,  fhe  had  a  large  dif- 
charge  of  bloody  matter  by  the  anus.  She  got 
much  better,  and  did  the  bufinefs  of  her  houfe. 
June  1773,  fhe  had  a  difcharge  of  blood,  which 
came  away  by  the  anus,  about  the  fame  quanti¬ 
ty  that  Hie  ufed  to  have  formerly  at  the  menftru- 
al  period,  and  it  continued  four  days.  Septem¬ 
ber  following,  fhe  was  feized  with  racking  pain 
in  the  redum  ;  her  pain  was  fo  violent,  and  her 
cries  fo  loud,  that  they  brought  her  neighbours 
to  her  affiftance.  One  of  the  neighbours,  with 
her  finger,  found  very  low  down  in  the  redum 
a  large  ragged  bone,  but  fo  faft  that  fhe  could 
not  extrad  it.  But  her  pain  increafing  very 
much,  fhe  herfelf  laid  hold  of  the  bone  with  her 
finger  and  thumb,  and  dragged  it  out.  In  bring¬ 
ing  it  away,  fhe  lacerated  the  redum,  which  oc» 
cafioned  fo  great  an  effufion  of  blood,  that  all 
the  women  about  her  thought  fhe  would  have 
expired  immediately.  The  bone  proved  to  be 
the  os  bregmatis,  with  the  hairy  fcalp  upon  it, 

the 
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the  fize  of  it  equal  to  that  of  a  child  born  at 
the  full  time. 

Since  that  time  fhe  has  pafied  by  the  anus  a 
great  many  bones,  which  have  coine  away  one  by 
one,  and  occasioned  very  fevere  pains  for  fome 
days  before  fhe  has  been  able  to  extract  them  j 
and  fhe  has  generally  loft  a  quantity  of  blood  after 
each.  She  gave  me  the  bones  which  had  come 
from  her,  to  the  amount  of  fifty-fix,  which  are 
not  fo  carious  as  might  be  expected,  all  of  which 
I  have  in  my  pofTeffion,  many  of  them  very  di- 
ftin£t,  particularly  the  os  bregmatis,  two  tempo¬ 
ral,  two  femoral,  two  tibia’s,  two  fibula’s,  two  in- 
nominata,  four  lower  vertebrae,  three  ribs,  and 
many  of  the  bones  of  the  feet.  I  have  mention¬ 
ed  all  the  bones  I  received  from  her  that  are  di- 
ftinft.  I  conclude  the  child  prefented  head  and 
feet.  For  fome  time  before  I  faw  her  fhe  had 
not  had  a  flool  by  the  anus  ;  but  once  in  four 
or  five  days  fhe  had  brought  out  of  the  vagina, 
with  her  finger,  fome  hard  foeculent  matter. 
She  was  wafted  in  her  flefh,  her  fpirits  much  de- 
je&ed,  her  pulfe  low,  and  fhe  informed  me  that 
fhe  had  vomited  up  feveral  large  round  worms 
within  the  fpace  of  a  few  weeks  before  1  faw  her. 
After  hearing  her  own  account  of  her  cafe,  fee- 
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ing  all  the  bones,  and  examining  her  neighbours* 
who  certified  that  the  above  was  truth,  having 
defired  that  three  or  four  of  the  women  would 
flay  in  the  room,  I  placed  my  patient  upon  a 
bed,  in  a  proper  pofture  for  examining  her ;  I 
introduced  the  fore-finger  of  my  right  hand  into 
the  vagina,  where  I  plainly  found  a  large  bone® 
Stretching  my  finger  higher  up,  I  found  an  ori¬ 
fice  communicating  into  the  redum.  I  then  in¬ 
troduced  the  fore-finger  of  my  left  hand  into  the 
redum,  where  I  found  the  other  half  of  the  bone;, 
and,  moving  gently  firft  the  finger  in  the  rec¬ 
tum,  and  then  the  finger  in  the  vagina,  I  found 
that  I  could  prefs  the  bone  into  either  paflage. 
In  the  redum  I  found  a  great  vacancy.  With¬ 
drawing  my  fingers,  I  told  the  woman  and  her 
friends  that  I  would  give  her  fome  medicines 
which  would  relieve  her  from  pain.  An  ano¬ 
dyne  mixture  was  ordered,  and  an  injection  to 
be  thrown  up  into  both  pafiages,  which  would 
cleanfe  them,  and  afiift  in  diflodging  the  bones. 
I  defired  that  (lie  might  live  upon  a  comfortable 
diet,  and  that  two  or  three  times  a-day  fhe  fhould 
take  a  glafsfui  or  two  of  white  wine.  Next  day 
1  communicated  the  cafe  to  Bodor  Armftrong 
pf  Oakeham,  Bodor  Aldeffhaw  of  Stamford, 

and 
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and  Mr  Larrat  of  Uppingham,  and  defired  them 

* 

to  meet  me  the  fir  ft  opportunity  at  the  woman’s 
houfe. 

Thefe  gentlemen,  accordingly,  met  me  on  the 
6th  of  December,  and  found  matters  in  the  ftate 
in  which  I  have  now  deferibed  them.  It  was  a- 
greed  that  (he  fhould  continue  on  the  ufe  of  the 
anodyne  mixture,  that  (he  fhould  have  repeated 
emollient  injections,  and  ufe  comfortable  food, 
taking,  from  time  to  time,  a  little  wine.  By  thefe 
medicines,  together  with  fome  other  cordials, 
i  which  were  occafionally  ufed,  her  complaints 
were,  in  many  refpedts,  confiderably  alleviated. 
But,  from  the  beginning  of  December  1773,  till 
the  end  of  March  1774,  continued,  from  time 
to  time,  to  difeharge,  by  (tool,  either  entire  bones, 
or  fragments  of  bones.  On  the  20th  of  that 
month,  flie  produced  to  me  three  bones  which 
fhe  had  brought  away  by  the  anus,  with  the  af- 
fiftance  of  her  finger  and  thumb.  One  of  thefe 
was  the  half  ot  the  os  frontis,  and  the  other  two 
were  parts  of  the  os  occipitis  divided  at  the  fu¬ 
tures.  The  edges  were  fmooth,  but  the  bones 
themfelves  were  of  a  remarkable  firm  texture. 

After  this  fhe  gradually  recovered  ftrength  and 
vigour.  She  Hill,  indeed,  continued  to  difeharge 

fome 

\ 


320 


MEDICAL 


fome  bones,  but  they  were  fo  thin  and  rotten,  that, 
upon  feparating  them  from  the  excrement,  they 
generally  crumbled  to  pieces  ;  and  they  came  a- 
way  without  any  pain.  By  the  middle  of  April 
{he  was  able  to  go  to  church  and  market,  and  to 
do  the  bufinefs  of  her  family.  And,  on  the  firft 
of  May,  I  found  her  enjoying  a  ftate  of  perfeft 
health,  and  in  great  hopes  that  all  the  bones  were 
come  away.  But  excrementitious  matter  conti¬ 
nued  to  be  difcharged  by  the  vagina  as  well  as 
by  the  re£tum, 

’  \  ,  '  '  .  .. 
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DOCTOR  TEomas  Clarke, of whom  we  made 
mention,  in  a  former  number,  as  having 
been  appointed  fuperintendent  of  the  botanical 
garden  which  has  lately  been  eftablilhed  by  the 
governor  and  council  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica, 
with  the  view  of  introducing  into  the  Wefl-India 
iflands  the  moll  ufeful  vegetable  productions  of 
other  climates,  has  tranfmitted  to  Dr  Duncan  the 
following  obfervations  on  the  temperature  and 
weight  of  the  atmofphere  in  the  ifland  in  which 
he  is  fituated. 

The  obfervations  were  made  in  the  mountains 
of  Liguance,  nearly  800  feet  above  the  level  of 

Kingfton 
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Kingfton  harbour.  The  barometer  and  thermo¬ 
meter  are  fufpended  in  the  open  air,  under  a 
piazza,  in  a  fouth  expofure,  perfectly  well  (haded. 
Seven  in  the  morning  and  two  in  the  afternoon 
were  the  hours  at  which  the  inftruments  were 
punctually  and  narrowly  examined  every  day. 


July, 

Bar. 

Ther. 

Morning,  greateft  height  of  $ 

» 
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28.8 

77 

Lead  - 

a» 

28 .6^ 

70 
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* 

-  2  8.7 

73 
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91 
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ez»  sa 
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79 
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as  ob 

28.7 
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Higheft  of  g  for  the 
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month 
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91 

Loweft 

28.64 

70 

Medium 

28.7 

8ot 

July  12.  at  half  part  two  P.  M.  the  thermometer 
rofe  to  92,  and  at  three  again  pointed  to  91,  as 


at  the  hour  of  obfervation« 

Auguft. 
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*  *  *•  * 


Mr  Chriftopher  Seton,  Surgeon  at  St  An¬ 
drew’s,  in  a  letter  to  Dr  Duncan,  informs  him 
that  he  had  extirpated,  with  fuccefs,  from  the 
neck  of  a  female  patient,  a  glandular  tumour  of 


an 
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an  enormous  fize,  fituated  fomewhat  behind  and 
below  the  ear.  For  the  removal  of  this  tumour* 
at  different  periods  of  its  progrefs,  a  great  vari¬ 
ety  of  remedies  had  been  tried  without  effect. 
Before  extirpation*  there  were  fuch  morbid  ap¬ 
pearances  as  gave  indications  that  it  would  foon 
have  degenerated  into  an  open  cancer,  and  thus, 
in  all  probability,  proved  fatal  to  the  patient. 
But,  notwithflanding  this,  and  although  a  confi- 
derable  haemorrhage  attended  the  operation,  yet 
the  patient  had  a  fpeedy  and  compleat  recovery. 
Such  inftances  ought  to  encourage  the  ufe  of 
the  knife,  even  at  late  periods  of  cancerous  tu¬ 
mours  ;  where,  in  the  beginning,  operation  has 
either  been  thought  inadvifeable,  or  would  not 
be  fuhmitted  to  on  the  part  of  the  patient. 

i  d 

*  x  *  x- 

The  following  account  of  the  efficacy  of  the 
Gallium  Aparine,  or  Goofe-grafs,  in  different  cu¬ 
taneous  affedtions,  is  extracted  from  a  letter  which 
has  lately  been  communicated  to  the  public. 

“  Tom’s  mailer,  Mr  Emblin,  at  Bow,  inform¬ 
ed  me,  that  he  was  perfectly  cured  of  a  violent 
fcorbutic  complaint,  which  had  afflidled  him  feve- 
ral  years,  notwithflanding  he  had  taken  Mare* 

dant’s 
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dant’s  drops,  other  noflrums,  and  fea-water,  by 
drinking  a  tea-cup-full  of  the  f  re(h  expreffed  juice 
of  Goofe-grafs  ten  fucceflive  mornings* 

That,  being  agreeably  furprifed  at  his  own  ex¬ 
traordinary  cure,  he  adminiftered  the  fame  me¬ 
dicine  to  feveral  of  his  boys  who  were  affe&ed 
with  fcorbutic  humours,  one  of  them  remark¬ 
ably  and  feverely ;  and  they  were  cured  every 
one. 

That  a  perfon  in  Bow  had  been  affli&ed  feve¬ 
ral  months  with  a  violent  pain  in  the  tendons  of 
his  heels,  which  communicated  all  up  the  hind 

part  of  his  legs,  and  was  attended  with  a  great 
depreffion  of  fpirits.  He  was  under  the  care  of 
an  eminent  apothecary,  who  treated  his  com¬ 
plaint  as  rheumatic,  without  giving  him  any  re¬ 
lief.  Early  laft  fpring,  having  heard  of  the  cures 
Mr  Emblin  had  made  of  himfelf  and  his  fcholars, 
by  taking  the  juice  of  Goofe-grafs,  he  had  the 
young  plants  gathered,  and  ufed  them  as  tea; 
but,  fo  foon  as  they  were  big  enough  to  furnifh  a 
proper  quantity  of  juice,  he  took  a  tea-cupful  ten 
mornings,  and  is  fo  far  recovered,  that  he  feels 
nothing  of  his  complaint,  unlefs  after  fevere  or 
long  exercife. 

t  •  Mr 
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Mr  Emblin  having  related  to  me  his  own 
cafe,  as  well  as  feveral  others  which  had  fallen 
under  his  obfervation,  as  my  face  was,  at  that 

time,  very  fore,  I  took  this  fimple  ealy  draught 

' 

ten  mornings,  and,  I  praife  God,  am  perfectly  well 
recovered. 

Thofe  proofs  of  the  extraordinary  powers  of 
this  innocent  taftelefs  herb,  I  think,  are  fufficient 
to  awaken  the  attention  of  every  perfon  who  fhali 
hear  of  them ;  wherefore,  I  repeat  my  requeft, 
that  you5!!  make  them  public  as  foon  as  poffible* 
Perhaps  fome  gentlemen,  whofe  province  it  is  to 
care  for  the  health  of  Britifh  feamen,  may  take 
notice  of  it,  and  recommend  its  trial  to  the  facul¬ 
ty  ;  and,  if  it  fhali  be  found  to  retain  its  fanative 
quality,  when  boiled  and  preferved  in  bottles, 
what  a  valuable  acquifition  will  it  prove!55 

.  •  *  *  *■  * 

On  the'ioth  of  January  1778,  Sir  Charles 
Linnaeus,  a  man  whofe  chara&er,  both  as  a  phi- 
lofopher  and  phyfician,  hands  too  high  in  the  e- 
fteem  of  the  learned  world  for  us  to  detain  our 
readers  with  any  encomium  on  it,  died  at  Upfal, 
after  a  long  and  painful  diforder.  The  dheafe 
which  proved  fatal  to  this  illuhrious  man,  who, 

in 
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in  the  line  of  natural  hi  (lory  in  particular,  has 
enlightened  all  Europe,  was  an  ulceration  of  the 
urinary  bladder.  During  this  diforder  he  was 
attended  by  ProfelTor  Ziervogel,  Sidren,  Linnae¬ 
us  junior,  and  a  favourite  pupil  of  his,  Dr  Rothe- 
ram,  the  fon  of  a  phyfician  of  eminence  at  New- 
cadle.  But  the  dileafe,  to  which  he  fell  a  victim, 
was  not  to  be  refilled  by  the  art  which  he  pro- 
feffed.  And,  to  his  friends  and  admirers,  it  now 
only  remains  to  pay  the  due  tribute  of  regard  to 
his  memory. 

The  feverity,  however,  even  of  his  lad  illnefs 
did  not  interrupt  the  ardour  of  his  fcientifical 
purfuits.  And,  to  the  fruits  of  his  labours,  which 
the  world  already  enjoy,  future  additions  (till  re¬ 
main  to  be  made.  Before  his  death  he  had  fi- 
nifhed  the  greatcfl  part  of  the  Mantilla  Tertia. 
Aud,  we  are  told,  that  his  fon,  who  has  already 
given  feveral  fpecimens  of  his  tafle  for  botany, 
and  other  branches  of  natural  hiflory,  labours 
hard  in  compleating  this  work.  After  this,  we 

are  informed,  that  he  intends  to  puhlifh  a  large 

* 

collection  of  plants  which  his. father  had  lately  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Irom  Mu- 
tis  in  Mexico,  from  Koenig  in  India,  and  feve¬ 
ral  other  places.  Thefe,  added  to  the  ineftimable 
Vol.  V,  No.  19,  Y  y  works 
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works  which  he  has  already  publilhed,  will  be 
the  moil  lading  monuments  of  a  man,  who,  in 
the  eyes  of  pofterity,  mult  be  confidered  not  only 
as  a  glory  to  his  country,  but  as  an  ornament  to 
the  age  in  which  he  lived. 

His  cotemporaries,  however,  and  furviving 
friends,  have  not  been  negledful  in  paying  due 
marks  of  refped  to  his  memory.  At  Upfal,  a 
general  mourning  took  place  on  the  death  of  the 
man  whofe  indultry  and  genius  had  promoted 
the  intereft,  and  exalted  the  reputation  of  that 
feminary  of  literature  to  the  higheft  pitch.  His 
funeral  proceliion  was  attended  by  the  whole  uni- 
verfity,  as  well  profelfors  as  ftudents ;  and  the 
pall  was  fupported  by  fixteen  dodors  of  medicine, 
all  of  whom  were  his  own  pupils.  And  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  that  other  marks  of  refped 
will  be  paid  to  him,  not  only  there,  but  in  every 
other  place  where  there  fubfilts  a  zeal  for  the 
cultivation  of  fcience,  and  a  due  fenfe  of  grati¬ 
tude  to  thofe  who  have  mod  effentially  promoted 

it. 

At  Edinburgh,  Dr  Hope,  Profeffor  of  Botany, 
on  opening  his  courfe  of  ledures  for  the  prefent 
fummer,  delivered  a  difcourfe  in  honour  of  this 
great  mailer  of  the  fcience  which  he  has  there 

cultivated 
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cultivated  with  fo  much  affiduity  and  fuccefs. 
And,  at  the  fame  time,  in  prefence  of  the  {In¬ 
dents*  he  laid  the  foundation-ftone  of  a  monu¬ 
ment  to  be  ere&ed  to  his  memory  in  the  botani¬ 
cal  garden  at  that  place.  While  this  monument 
cannot  fail  to  fugged:  the  merits  of  Linnaeus  to 
the  ftudents,  it  will  alfo  be  a  mark  of  refpedl  to 
his  memory  from  one  of  his  greateft  and  moil 
fincere  admirers. 

As  compilers  of  this  work,  it  would  have  gi¬ 
ven  us  great  fatisfa&ion  had  we  been  now  able 
to  prefent  to  our  readers  an  account  of  the  life 
and  writings  of  this  illuftrious  man.  But  this 
defeft,  we  hope,  we  fhall  be  able  to  fupply  in  a 
more  correct  manner,  on  fome  future  occafion. 

*  *  *  * 

The  prize  medal  propofed  by  the  JEfculapian 
Society  of  Edinburgh,  for  the  beft  effay  on  the 
means  of  diftinguifhing  pus  from  mucus,  was,  at 
their  meeting  on  the  firft  Friday  of  March,  ad- 
i  judged  to  a  dilfertation,  to  which  was  prefixed  the 
j  following  motto : 

l\ 

Infignemque  meo  capiti  petere  inde  coronam, 
Unde  prius  nulli  velarint  tempora  do£ti. 

Y  y  2 
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Upon  opening  the  letter  marked  with  the  fame 
lines  which  accompanied  this  diflertation,  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  written  by  Mr  Charles  Darwin,  flu- 
pent- of  med  cine  from  L  tchfield. 

This  effay  confided  of  three  parts.  The  firft 
part  gave  a  concife,  yet  diftinft  view  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  teds  which  have  been  propofed  by  prac¬ 
tical  authors  for  didinguifhmg  pus  from  mucus, 
as  difcharged  by  expectoration,  from  the  days  of 
Hippocrates  to  the  prefent  time.  And,  after  men¬ 
tioning  each,  the  author  pointed  out,  with  no  led 
judgment  than  ingenuity,  the  fallacy  to  which  it 
was  liable,  and  explained  the  circumdances  from 
wmch  that  fallacy  arofe. 

"•  V 

The  fecond  part  confided  of  a  particular  de¬ 
tail  of  about  forty  experiments,  made  principally 
by  the  mixture  of  pus  and  mucus  with  faline  fub- 
ftances.  The  pus  and  mucus  were  ufed  either 
in  their  pure  hate,  as  artificially  mixed  together, 
or  as  conjoined  by  mixture  in  the  lungs,  and  af¬ 
terwards  coughed  up.  And,  throughout  the 
whole,  the  experiments  demon  (Irate  not  only 
a  great  degree  of  caution,  attention,  and  induftry, 
but  like  wife  very  extcnfive  knowledge  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  principles  of  pni’ofophy  and  chemidrya 
ponjoined  with  great  acuteneis  of  genius. 


From 
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From  the  nature  of  the  experiments,  however, 
it  is  in  a  great  meafure  impoflible  to  give  an  a- 
bridged  account  of  them*  But  we  fhall  make 
no  apology  for  prefenting  our  readers  with  a  fliort 
view  of  the  conclufions  drawn  from  thefe  expe¬ 
riments,  which  conditute  the  lad  part  of  this  ef- 
fay,  and  which  are  each  authenticated  by  parti¬ 
cular  references  to  the  experiments  from  whence 
they  are  deduced. 

1.  Pus  and  mucus  are  both  folubk  in  the  vi¬ 
triolic  acid,  though  in  very  different  proportions, 
pus  being  by  far  lead  foluble. 

'  t  •  •  9 

2.  The  addition  of  water  to  either  of  thefe 
compounds  decompofes  it.  The  mucus  thus 
feparated,  either  fwims  in  the  mixture,  or  forms 
large  flocculi  in  it ;  whereas  the  pus  falls  to  the 
bottom,  and  forms,  on  agitation,  an  uniform  tur¬ 
bid  mixture. 

3.  Pus  is  diffuffible  through  a  diluted  vitriolic 
acid,  though  mucus  is  not.  The  fame  alfo  oc« 

:  curs  with  water,  or  with  a  folution  of  fea  fait. 

4.  Nitrous  acid  diffolves  both  pus  and  mucus. 
Water  added  to  the  fo  ution  of  pus,  produces  a 
precipitate,  and  the  fluid  above  becomes  clear 
and  green,  while  water  and  the  folution  of  mu¬ 
cus  form  a  turbid  dirty-coloured  fluid. 

Yy  3 
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5.  Alkaline  lixivium  diffolves,  though  fome- 
^times  with  difficulty,  mucus,  and  generally  pus. 

<5.  Water  precipitates  pus  from  fuch  a  mix¬ 
ture,  but  does  not  mucus. 

7.  Where  alkaline  lixivium  does  not  diffolve 
pus,  it  Hill  diftinguifhes  it  from  mucus,  as  it  then 
prevents  its  diffufion  through  water. 

8.  Coagulable  lymph  is  neither  foluble  in  con¬ 
centrated  nor  diluted  vitriolic  acid. 

9.  Water  produces  no  change  on  a  folution  of 
ferum  in  alkaline  lixivium,  until  after  long  (land¬ 
ing,  and  then  only  a  very  flight  fediment  appears* 

10.  Corrofive  fublimate  coagulates  mucus,  but 
does  not  pus. 

From  the  above  experiments  it  appears,  that 
(irong  vitriolic  acid  and  water,  diluted  vitriolic 
acid,  and  cauftic  alkaline  lixivium  and  water, 
will  ferve  to  diftinguifh  pus  from  mucus  ;  that 
the  vitriolic  acid  can  feparate  it  from  coagulable 
lymph,  and  alkaline  lixivium  from  ferum. 

“  Hence,  when  a  perfon  has  any  expectorated 

matter,  the  compofition  of  which  he  wiffies  to 

& 

afeertain,  let  him  diffolve  it  in  vitriolic  acid,  and 
in  cauftic  alkaline  lixivium.  And,  let  him  add 

pure 


pure  water  to  both  folutions.  If  there  be  a 
fair  precipitation  in  each,  he  may  be  allured 
that  fome  pus  is  prefent.  But,  if  there  be 
a  precipitation  in  neither,  it  is  a  certain  ted 
that  the  mixture  is  entirely  mucus.  If  the  mat¬ 
ter  cannot  be  made  to  diffolve  in  alkaline  lixi¬ 
vium  by  time  and  trituration,  we  have  alfo  rea- 
fon  to  believe  that  it  is  pus.” 

The  fociety  having  unanimoufly  adjudged  their 
medal  to  this  differtation,  it  was  accordingly  de¬ 
livered  to  Mr  Darwin,  at  their  next  meeting,  with 
an  addrefs,  fuitable  to  the  occafion,  by  Dr  Hope, 
whofe  turn  it  was,  in  rotation,  to  be  prefident 
for  that  night* 

But,  while  we  thus  take  notice  of  the  honour 
which  was  defervedly  conferred  on  a  young  mail 
of  the  mod  promifmg  abilities,  we  cannot  men¬ 
tion,  without  the  deeped  regret,  that  he  furvi- 
ved  it  but  for  a  fhort  time.  And  efpecially,  as 

there  is  reafon  to  fear  that  he  may  have  fallen  a 
vidlim  to  that  indudrious  zeal  for  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  his  profedion,  for  which,  at  a  very  early 

period  of  life,  he  had  rendered  himfelf  judly  re¬ 
markable* 

About  the  end  of  April,  Mr  Darwin  had  etn^ 
ployed  the  greated  part  of  a  day  in  accurately 

didedting 
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differing  the  brain  of  a  child  which  had  died  of 
hydrocephalus,  and  which  he  had  attended  du¬ 
ring  its  life.  That  very  evening  he  was  feized 
with  fevere  head-ach.  This,  however,  did  not 
prevent  him  from  being  prefent  in  the  Medical 
Society,  where  he  mentioned  to  Dr  Duncan  the 
diffe&ion  he  had  made,  and  promifed  the  next 
day  to  furnifh  him  with  an  account  of  all  the  cir- 
curn (lances  in  writing.  But  the  next  day,  to 
his  head-ach  there  fupervened  other  febrile  fymp- 
toms.  And,  in  a  (liort  time,  from  the  hemor- 
rhagies,  petechial  eruption,  and  foetid  loofe  flools 
which  occurred,  his  difeafe  manifefted  a  very 
ftrong  putrefcent  tendency.  And,  notwithfland- 
ing  the  {kill  of  Drs  Cullen  and  Black,  who  at¬ 
tended  him  from  the  beginning  of  his  affection  ; 
notwithffanding  the  anxious  care  and  attention 
of  his  father,  Dr  Darwin,  a  phyfician  of  great 
eminence  in  England,  who  arrived  at  Edinburgn 
forne  days  before  his  death,  his  difeafe  at  length 

terminated  fatally. 

,  / 

Thus  was  the  medical  world  deprived  of  a 
vounff  man,  from  the  continued  exertions  of 
whofe  induftry  and  genius,  there  was  reafon  to 
entertain  the  mod  fanguine  expectation.  With 
great  natural  acutenefs,  he  poffeffed  the  moft  un¬ 
remitting 
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remitting  induftry.  And  it  is  hardly  poflible  to 
conceive  more  unwearied  attention  to  ftudy  than 
he  uniformly  and  invariably  exerted  during  three 
years  refidence  at  Edinburgh.  To  receive,  and  to 
communicate  information,  feemed  to  conflitute 
his  greateft  pleafure. 

Befides  the  differtation  from  which  we  have 
here  given  fome  extrads,  he  has  left  feveral  other 
fpccimens  of  his  induftry  and  genius,  particularly 
a  very  elaborate  paper  on  the  puife,  which  was 
read  in  the  Medical  Society,  and  an  effay  on  Di¬ 
abetes,  which  he  intended  as  the  fubjed  of  an 
inaugural  differtation.  Having  had  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  attending  feveral  patients  labouring  under 
that  affedion,  he  had  marked  the  progrefs  and 
fymptoins  of  the  difeafe  with  peculiar  attention. 
And,  from  ferious  reflection,  founded  on  accu¬ 
rate  obfervation,  he  was  led  to  entertain  other 
opinions  of  the  nature  of  this  complaint  than  are 
common  y  held,  and  to  fugged  practices  different 
from  thofe  wh;ch  are  ufually,  and  with  very  lit¬ 
tle  fuccefs,  employed  in  this  obftinate  affedion. 
But  of  this  differtation,  which,  by  his  untimely 
death  was  left  unfinifhed,  the  public  are  now 
perhaps  for  ever  deprived. 


This 
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This  admirable  young  man,  whofe  fir  ft  exertions 
were  thus  calculated  to  raife  fuch  high  expecta¬ 
tions,  was  cut  off  ere  he  had  reached  the  twen¬ 
ty*  fir  ft  year  of  his  age^  By  his  death  the  public 
has  been  deprived  of  an  individual,  from  whofe 
genius  and  induftry  they  might  have  entertained 
well  grounded  expectations  that  the  art  of  me¬ 
dicine  would  have  been  improved  ;  his  teachers 
have  loft  a  pupil  who  would  have  been  the  boaft 
of  every  feminary  of  education  where  he  hap-* 
pened  to  be  placed  ;  and  thofe  who  were  the 
companions  of  his  ftudies,  have  been  bereaved 
of  a  friend,  to  whofe  extenfive  knowledge  and 
deep  penetration  they  could  have  had  recourfe  on 
every  difficulty.  But,  if  there  be  good  reafon 
for  regretting  the  lofs  which  they  have  fuftained 
by  his  untimely  fate,  how  much  more  muft  every 
fympathifing  heart  commiferate  the  furviving  pa* 
rents  of  fuch  a  fon  ? 

i  •.  •  .  .  Z  \  ..  '' .  .  ■  .  .  _  \  -  •  * 

%  %  #  # 
y 

*  '■  • 

A  charter  under  the  great  feal  has  lately  been 
paffed  in  favour  of  the  College  and  Corporation 
of  Surgeons  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  incorpo¬ 
rating  them,  of  new,  under  the  name  and  title 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  the  city  of 

Edinburgh^ 
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Edinburgh,  and  authorifmg  them  to  carry  into 
execution  a  fcheme  for  making  provifion  for  the 
widows  and  children  of  the  members.  The  claufe 
in  this  charter  which  refpe&s  their  title  to  the 
denomination  of  a  royal  college,  is  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  words  : 

“  We  do  therefore  ordain  a  patent  or  charter 
to  be  paffed,  and  expede  under  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  feal,  of  new,  conftituting,  ere&ing,  and 
incorporating,  as  we,  by  our  prerogative*  royal5 
and  fpecial  grace,  and  for  us,  and  our  royal  fuc- 
ceifors,  hereby,  of  new,  conftitute,  ered,  and 
incorporate  the  petitioners,  and  the  perfons  who 
fliali  hereafter  be  legally  admitted  members  of 
the  faid  corporation  and  college,  into  one  body 
politic  and  corporate,  or  legal  incorporation  and 
fociety,  under  the  title  and  name  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh  j 
and  as  fuch,  and  by  fuch  name,  to  have  a  perpe¬ 
tual  endurance  and  fucceifion  to  and  for  the  ends 
and  purpofes-  mentioned  in  the  royal  charters 
heretofore  granted  in  their  favour,  and  herein 

after  mentioned  ;  and  to  be  able  and  capable  to 
fue,  plead,  defend,  and  anfwer,  and  to  be  fued, 
impleaded,  defended,  and  anfwered,  in  all  or  a- 
ny  of  our  courts  of  judicature.” 
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MEdical  Cafes,  fele&ed  from  the  records 
of  the  public  difpenfary  at  Edinburgh, 
with  remarks  and  obfervations,  being  the  fub- 
flance  of  cafe-ie£tures  delivered  during  the  years 
1776*7.  By  Andrew  Duncan,  M.  D.  fellow  of 
the  royal  college  of  phyficians,  le&urer  on  the 
theory  and  pra&ice  of  medicine,  and  one  of  the 
phyficians  to  the  public  difpenfary  at  Edinburgh. 
8vo,  Edinburgh. 

De  laudibus  Guile! mi  Harvei  oratio,  habita  in 
aedibus  acadeniiae  medicae  prope  aulam  collegii 
tegii  chirurgorum  Edinburgenhs,  ipfis  Calendis 
Aprilis  1778,  binis  jam  elapfis  feculis  ab  ipfius 

natali* 
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natali.  Audtore  Andrea  Duncan,  M.  D.  Col. 
Reg.  Med.  Ed.;  Soc.  Med.  Ed.;  Phil.  Ed.; 
Phil.  Americ. ;  Med.  Havn*  Socio  :  Ac  Valetud. 
Edin.  Med.  Sen.  8vo,  Edinburgi. 

A  treatife  on  the  theory  and  management  of 
ulcers,  with  a  diflertation  on  white  fwellings  of 
the  joints  ;  to  which  is  prefixed  an  eflay  on  the 
chirurgical  treatment  of  inflammation,  and  its 
confequences.  By  Benjamin  Bell,  member  of 
the  college  of  furgeons  of  Edinburgh,  and  one 
of  the  furgeons  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  of  that 
city.  8 vo,  Edinburgh. 

Thefaurus  medicus ;  five,  difputationum  in  aca- 
demia  Edinenfi  ad  rem  medicam  pertinentium,  a 
collegio  inftituto  ad  hoc  ufque  tempus,  delectus, 
a  Gulielmo  Smellio,  Soc.  Phil.  Ed.  Soc.  habitus. 
Tom.  I.  8vo,  Edinburgi. 

Two  cafes  of  the  hydrophobia,  with  obferva- 
tions  on  that  difeafe.  By  T.  Vaughan,  M.  D, 
To  the  above  cafes  and  obfervations  is  annexed 
an  account  of  the  Caefarian  fedtion,  as  it  wa§ 
lately  performed  at  Leicefter.  8vo,  London. 

A  botanical  dictionary,  or  elements  of  fyftema- 
tic  and  philofophical  botany.  By  Colin  Milne, 

LL. 
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LL.  D.  'The  fecond  edition,  with  many  addi¬ 
tions  and  illuftrative  plates.  8vo,  London. 

Obfervations  on  fome  articles  of  diet  and  re¬ 
gimen  ufually  recommended  to  valetudinarians. 
By  William  Falconer,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  8vo, 
London. 

/  V  .  '  )  X  '  ’<  />  ,  l 

An  Eflay  on  the  method  of  treating  the  fluor 
albus  or  whites.  By  Mrs  Le  Febure  of  St  Ilde- 
phont.  8vo,  London. 

Recueil  des  memoires  et  obfervations  fur  la 
formation  et  le  fabrication  du  falpetre,  par^  les 
commiffaires  nommes  per  Tacademie  pour  le  juge- 
ment  du  prix  du  falpetre.  8vo,  Paris. 

Hiftoire  de  ^inoculation,  par  M.  de  la  Conda- 
mine.  12 mo,  Paris. 

Johannis  Adami  Pollich,  M.  D.  Acad.  Eledl:. 
Pallat.  Correp.  Hifloria  plantarum  in  Palatinatu 
Electorati  fponte  nafcentium  ipcepta  fecundum 
fyftema  fexuale  digefta.  Tom.  I.  i2mo,  Paris. 

Methode  eprouvee  pour  le  traitement  de  la 
rage,  publie  par  ordre  du  gouvernment,  4to,  Paris. 

Etatde  medecine,  chirurgie,  et  pharmacieen  Eu¬ 
rope,  et  principalment  en  France.  i2ino,  Paris. 

.  Differtationes  medicae  inaugurates,  quas  ex 
au&oritate  reverendi  admodum  viri  GulielmiRo- 

bertfon. 
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HARVEIAN  PRIZE-MEDAt 

1 

For  i  7  7  8. 

THE  following  queftion  is  propofed  as  the 
fiibjedt  of  the  Harveian  Prize-medal  given  at  E* 
dinburgh  in  honour  of  the  illuftrious  Haryey, 
and  with  the  view  of  promoting  experimental 
inquiry  among  the  ftudents  of  medicine  at  that 
place : 

*  '  i  • 

On  what  principle  does  the  red  colour  of  the 
blood  depend ?  and ,  from  what  caufes  is  it  pro¬ 
duced? 

The  competitors  for  this  prize  mult  tranfmit 
their  differtations  to  Dr  Duncan  on  or  before 
the  firfl  day  of  January  1779.  Fo  thefe  differ- 
tations  it  is  required  that  each  candidate  fhall 
prefix  a  motto  ;  and  with  his  differtation  he  mu  ft 
fend  a  fealed  letter,  containing  his  name  and 
place  of  abode.  The  fame  motto  muff  be  writ¬ 
ten  on  the  back  of  the  letter  with  that  which  is 
prefixed  to  the  differtation. 

After  the  prize  is  determined,  all  the  differta- 
tlons  will  be  reftored,  or  tranfmitted  to  any  place 
that  may  be  defired,  together  with  the  letters 
which  fhall  accompany  them,  no  letter  being  o- 
pened  excepting  that  which  accompanies  the 
differtation  to  which  the  prize  fhall  be  adjudged. 
Thus  the  names  of  the  unfuccefsful  candidates 
will  never  be  known  even  to  the  judges. 

The  prize-medal  will  be  publicly  prefented  to 
the  fuccefsful  candidate  in  the  le&uring-room  of 
the  Medical  Academy,  Surgeons-fquare,  Edin¬ 
burgh,  on  the  1 2th  of  April  1779,  being  the  an- 
niverfary  of  the  birth-day  of  Dr  Harvey,  after  the 
delivery  of  the  Harveian  Oration  for  that  year* 
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Prirpoque  mcdendi  fcientia,  fapicntiae  pars  habebatur,  Ut  ct  morbo- 
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An  Account  of  Books. 

N 

I. 

.  .  ,  *  .  .  *v  I 

I 

Fir  ft  Lines  of  the  Practice  of  Phyjic ,  for  the  ufe 
of  Students  in  the  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh ,  by 
William  Cullen,  M,  D.  Vol.  i.  8vo,  Edin¬ 
burgh. 

IN  a  former  number,  we  endeavoured  to  give 
an  account  of  the  fir  ft  part  of  the  volume  now 
before  us,  and  to  deliver  the  doctrine  of  fever 
which  it  comprehends,  as  diftin&iy  as  the  limits 
of  our  publication  would  permit.  We  ihall  now 
endeavour  to  give  a  ftiort  view  of  the  author’s 

A  a  a  2  opinions 
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opinions  and  pra&ices  in  inflammatory  difeafcs, 
of  which  he  treats  in  the  fecond  book  of  this 
volume,  which  is  the  laft  yet  publifhed . 

The  firft  chapter  treats  of  inflammation  in  ge¬ 
neral  ;  and  the  Dodtor,  in  the  fir  ft  fection,  points 
out  the  phaenomena  of  inflammation.  Unufuai 
rednefs,  heat9  pain,  and  tumour,  on  any  part  of 
the  furface  of  the  body,  together  with  general 
pyrexia,  are  the  fymptoms  of  external  inflamma¬ 
tion.  We  judge  of  internal  inflammation  by  a 
fixed  pain  in  any  internal  part,  attended  with 
fome  interruption  in  the  exercife  of  its  fundtions, 
accompanied  with  pyrexia.  Farther,  \ve  judge 
of  the  prefence  cf  inflammation,  when  the  blood, 
as  drawn  put  of  the  veins,  puts  on  that  appear¬ 
ance  which  is  generally  known  by  the  name  of 
the  huffy  coat;  although,  from  eireumftances  in 
blood-letting,  we  cannot  always  conclude,  when 
fuch  an  appearance  is  abfent,  that  inflammation 
is  wanting. 

In  the  fecond  fedtion,  Dodtor  Cullen  proceeds, 
to  inveftigate  the  proximate  caufe  of  inflamma¬ 
tion*  There  appears  in  inflammation  an  increa- 
fed  impetus  of  the  blood  in  the  veflfels  of  the  part 
affected  ;  and,  it  is  prefumed,  as  the  adtion  of 
the  heart  is  not  always  confiderably  increafed, 

that 
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that  this  is  owing  to  the  increafed  adion  of  the 
veflels  of  the  part  itfelf.  The  caufe  of  this  in¬ 
creafed  adion  in  the  veflels  of  a  particular  part, 
is  to  be  confidercd  as  the  proximate  caufe  of  in¬ 
flammation.  We  frequently  perceive  inflamma¬ 
tion  arifing  from  the  application  of  flimulant  fub- 
fiances  to  the  part,  in  which  cafe,  no  other  caufe 
is  fought  for ;  but  as,  in  many  cafes,  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  ftimuli  is  neither  evident,  nor  can, 
with  probability,  be  inferred,  we  mu  ft  then  feek 

for  fome  other  caufe  of  the  increafed  impetus  of 

\ 

the  blood  in  the  veflels  of  the  part. 

Our  author,  on  this  fubjed,  before  propofmg 
his  own  opinion,  combats  that  of  the  Boerhaa- 
vian  fchool ;  and  he  thinks  that  many  difficulties 
attend  the  dodrine  of  obftrudion,  any  how  pro-  ^ 
duced,  being  the  caufe  of  inflammation. 

In  the  firfl  place,  the  fuppofition  of  an  error 
loci  is  not  probable,  becaufe  the  motion  of  the 
blood,  in  the  extreme  veflels,  is  fo  weak  and 
flow,  as  readily  to  admit  of  a  retrograde  courfe  ; 
and,  therefore,  if  a  particle  of  blood  (hould  enter 
a  veflel  whofe  branches  will  not  admit  of  its  paf- 
fing,  it  will  be  moved  backwards  till  it  meets 
with  a  veil'd  capable  of  tranfrnitting  it.  The  fre- 
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quent  ramifications  and  anaftomofes  of  the  ex» 
treme  veffels  are  very  favourable  to  this. 

In  the  fecond  place,  the  fuppofition  of  a  preter¬ 
natural  lentor,  or  vifcidity  of  the  blood,  is  not 
well  founded ;  for  it  is  probable,  that  nature  has 
fpecially  provided  againfl  a  flate  of  the  fluids,  fa 
incompatible  with  the  exercife  of  the  molt  im¬ 
portant  fundtions  of  the  animal  oeconomy,  And5 
it  is  prefumed,  that  no  general  lentor  ever  does 
take  place  ;  becaufe,  if  it  did,  it  mu  ft  fhew  more 
eonfiderable  effedfs  than  commonly  appear. 

Farther,  there  are  no  experiments  diredlly  in 
proof  of  a  preternatural  lentor  prevailing  in  the 
mafs  of  blood  ;  nor  is  there  any  evidence  of  cer¬ 
tain  parts  of  the  blood  occafionally  acquiring  a 
greater  denfity  and  force  of  cohefion  than  ordi= 
nary ;  neither  is  there  any  proof  of  the  denfer, 
or  more  coherent  parts,  being  prefent  in  the  mafs 
of  blood  in  greater  proportion  than  ufual,  fa 
as  to  occafion  a  dangerous  fpiflitude.  The  ex¬ 
periments  of  Dodtor  Browne  Langrifh  on  this 
fubjedt  afford  no  conclufion,  having  been  made 
on  certain  parts  of  the  blood  feparated  from  the 
red,  without  attending  to  the  circum fiances  of 
blood-letting,  which  very  much  alter  the  ftate  of 

the 
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the  reparation  and  concretion  of  the  blood  drawn 
out  of  the  veins. 

And,  laftly ,  in  the  particular  cafe  of  inflamma¬ 
tion,  there  are  feveral  circu  mftances  which  ren¬ 
der  it  probable  that  the  blood  is  then  more  fluid 
than  ufual. 

Upon  the  whole,  an  obftrudion  of  one  veflel 
does  not,  as  it  has  been  imagined,  increafe  the 
velocity  of  the  blood  in  the  neighbouring  veflels 
which  are  free  ;  and,  in  fad,  it  appears  from 
many  obfervations  and  experiments,  that  confi- 

*  •  •  tit'  "  ,  ■  ■  ,  *  r  J  *  ■  1  * ' 

derable  obftrudions  may  be  formed,  and  may 
fubfift  without  producing  the  fymptoms  of  in- 
flammation* 

>  »■  ■  •  •>  »•  r  /  •  ^  / 

Obftrudion,  therefore,  is  not  to  be  confidered 
as  the  primary  caufe  of  inflammation  ;  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  it  is  probable,  that  fome  degree  of  it 
takes  place  in  every  cafe  of  inflammation,  as  fome 
of  the  fymptoms  are  only  to  be  explained,  by  fup- 
pofmg  that  the  extremities  of  the  arteries  do  hot 
readily  tranfmit  the  unufual  quantity  of  blood 
impelled  into  them  by  the  increafed  adion  in  the 
courfe  of  thefe  veflels.  But  it  is  alfo  probable, 
that,  in  inflammation,  there  is  a  preternatural 
refiflance  to  the  free  paflage  of  the  fluids. 

A  a  a  4 
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From  the  do&rine  of  fever,  we  are  led  to  be« 
lieve,  that  the  increafed  adtion  of  the  heart  and 
arteries  is  only  fupported,  for  any  length  of  time, 
by  a  fpafm  affedting  the  extreme  veffels ;  and,  that 
the  fame  fpafm  takes  place  in  inflammation,  feems 
probable  from  this,  that  every  confiderable  in¬ 
flammation  is  introduced  by  a  cold  fit,  and  is 
accompanied  with  that,  and  the  other  circum* 
fiances  of  pyrexia. 

From  all  this,  the  nature  of  inflammation  may 
often  be  explained  in  the  following  manner : 
Some  caufes  of  inequality,  in  the  diftribution  of 
the  blood,  may  throw  an  unufual  quantity  of  it 
upon  particular  veflels,  to  which  it  muft  neceflfa- 
rily  prove  a  ftimulus.  But,  farther,  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  that,  to  relieve  this  congeftion,  the  vis  me - 
dicatrix  naturae  increafes  fliil  more  the  adtion 
of  thefe  veflels,  which  it  effects  by  the  formation 
of  a  fpafm  on  their  extremities,  as  in  all  other  fe- 
brile  difeafes.  Such  fpafm,  therefore,  of  the  ex¬ 
treme  veffels,  may  be  confidered  as  a  part  of  the 
proximate  caufe  of  inflammation,  at  ieaft,  in  all 
cafes  not  arifing  from  direct  fti mull  applied. 

This  doctrine  is  illuflrated  by  what  occurs  in 
the  cafe  of  rheumatiftn.  And  Dodtor  Cullen 
prefumes  farther,  that  a  fpafm  of  the  extreme 

veflels 
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veffels  takes  place  in  inflammation,  from  the 
Rate  of  the  whole  arterial  fyflem  at  the  time. 
This  (late  of  the  arterial  fyftem  is  well  known  to 
phyficians  under  the  name  of  the  diathefis  fhlo - 
gijlica.  It  appears  molt  commonly  in  perfons  of 
the  iiioft  rigid  fibres ;  it  is  often  manffeftly  induced 
by  the  tonic  or  aflringent  power  of  cold  ;  it  is  in- 
creafed  by  all  tonic  or  ftimulant  powers  applied 
to  the  body  ;  it  is  always  attended  with  a  hardnefs 
of  the  pulfe  j  and  it  is  molt  effe&ually  taken  off  by 
the  relaxing  power  of  blood-letting.  From  thefe 
circumftances,  it  feems  probable,  that  the  diathe- 
fis  phlogiftica  confifts  in  an  increafed  tone,  or 
contradility,  and  perhaps  contraction  of  the  rrmf- 
cular  fibres  of  the  whole  arterial  fyftem.  Such 
a  ftate  of  the  fyftem  indicates  a  fpafm  of  the  ex¬ 
treme  veffels,  and  the  general  ftate  commonly 
arifes  from  that  begun  in  a  particular  part  ; 
though,  it  is  alfo  probable,  that  the  general  ftate 
may  arife  and  fubfift  for  fome  time  without  the 
obvious  inflammation  of  any  particular  part. 

In  the  third  fedion,  Dodor  Cullen  treats  of 
the  terminations  of  inflammation.  After  men¬ 
tioning  refolution,  fuppuration,  gangrene,  and 
rejeding  fchirrhus  as  a  common  confequence  of 
inflammation,  he  proceeds  to  enumerate  fome  o- 

ther 
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ther  terminations,  not  commonly  taken  notice 
of. 

One  is,  by  the  effufion  of  a  portion  of  the 

entire  mafs  of  blood,  either  by  means  of  rupture, 
or  anaflomofes,  into  the  adjoining  cellular  tex¬ 
ture.  This  happens  efpecially  in  inflammations 
of  the  lungs  ;  and  this  is  perhaps  the  manner  in 
which  peripneumony  mofi  commonly  proves  fa-  , 
tal. 

Another  kind  of  termination  is  that  of  certain 
inflammations  on  the  furface  of  the  fkin,  when 
there  is  poured  out  under  the  cuticle,  a  fluid  too 
grofs  to  pafs  through  its  pores,  and  which,  there¬ 
fore,  feparates  it  from  the  fkin,  and  raifes  it  up 
in  the  form  of  a  circle,  containing  the  effufed 
fluid,  and  by  which  effufion  the  previous  inflam¬ 
mation  is  taken  off. 

Befides  thefe,  the  author  believes  there  is  ftill 
another  manner  in  which  inflammation  may  termi¬ 
nate.  When  the  internal  parts  are  affected  with 
inflammation,  there  occurs  almofl  always  upon 
their  furface  an  exudation,  which  appears  partly 
in  a  vifcid  concretion  upon  their  furface,  and  part¬ 
ly  in  a  thin  ferous  fluid,  effufed  into  the  cavities 
in  which  the  inflamed  vifcera  are  placed.  Since 

thefe 
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thefe  appearances  very  conflantly  accompany 
inflammations  which  have  proved  fatal,  it  is 
probable,  that  like  circum fiances  may  attend 
thofe  inflammations  terminated  by  refolution, 
and  that  they  may  contribute  to  that  event,  as 
there  are  inflances  of  pneumonic  inflammation 
terminating  in  a  hydrothorax. 

Doctor  Cullen,  in  the  two  fucceeding  fedtions, 
enters  upon  the  confideration  of  the  remote 
caufes,  and  of  the  method  of  cure  of  inflamma¬ 
tion  in  general.  On  thefe  fubje&s,  what  Doctor 
Cullen  has  delivered,  does  not  differ  greatly  from 
what  had  before  been  faid  by  others.  Of  this 
part,  therefore,  we  {hall  offer  no  analyfis  ;  but 
we  may  recommend  his  obfervatlons  to  the  at¬ 
tention  of  our  readers,  on  account  of  that  me¬ 
thod  and  arrangement  which  he  obferves  on  e- 
very  fubjedfc  of  which  he  treats  ;  and  alfo,  for 
this  farther  reafon,  that  they  greatly  tend  to  il- 
luflrate  and  confirm  the  dodtrine  of  inflamma¬ 
tion  which  he  has  endeavoured  to  eflablifh. 

We  proceed  to  the  confideration  of  the  parti¬ 
cular  genera  and  fpecies  of  inflammation  ;  and, 
in  this  part  of  the  fubjedt,  we  mean  to  confine 

ourfelves  entirely  to  the  new  opinions  which  Doctor 

* 
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Cullfn  entertains,  or  to  the  change  of  practice 
which  he  recommends. 

Dodlor  Cullen  arranges  the  particular  inflam¬ 
mations  as  being  cutaneous ,  vifceral ,  or  arti¬ 
cular  ;  and  in  this  order  he  proceeds  to  confider 
them. 

Cutaneous  inflammations  are  of  two  kinds, 
phlegmon  and  eryjtpelas •  Of  the  latter,  there 
ate  two  cafes  which  ought  to  be  diftinguiflied. 
When  the  difeafe  is  an  affedtion  of  the  {kin  only, 
and  very  little  of  the  whole  fyftem,  Dodtor  Cul¬ 
len  gives  it  the  name  of  erythema  $  and,  when  the 
external  inflammation  is  an  exanthema,  and 
fymptomatical  of  an  affedtion  of  the  whole  fy¬ 
ftem,  he  terms  the  difeafe  eryfipelas,  It  is  the 
erythema  only  which  is  confidered  in  this  place. 
1  he  different  appearances  in  phlegmon  and  ery¬ 
thema  feem  to  depend  upon  the  feat  of  the  two 
difeaies.  In  the  phlegmon,  the  inflammation 
affedts  efpecially  the  veflels  on  the  internal  fur- 
face  of  the  (kin,  communicating  with  the  lax 
fubjacent  cellular  texture,  whence  a  more  copi¬ 
ous  efluflon  of  ferum,  convertible  into  pus, 
takes  place.  In  the  erythema ,  the  affedlion  is  of 
the  veflels  on  the  external  furface  of  the  {kin, 

communicating  with  the  rete  mucofum,  which 

does 
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does  not  admit  of  any  effufipn,  but  what  fepa- 
rates  the  cuticle,  and  gives  occafion  to  the  for¬ 
mation  of  a  blifler,  while  the  effufed  fluid,  from 
the  fmaller  iize  of  the  vcffels,  is  fo  thin,  that  it 
is  very  feldom  convertible  into  pus  ;  befides,  it  is 
probable,  that  they  differ  alio  with  refpedt  to 
their  caufes.  Erythema  is  the  effedl  of  all  kinds 
of  acrids  externally  applied  to  the  fkin,  or  of  an 
acrimony  poured  out  on  the  furface  of  the  fkin, 
under  the  cuticle.  In  phlegmon,  an  acrimony  is 
not  commonly  evident. 

On  the  fubject  of  Ophthalmia,  Dr  Cullen  diftin- 
guifhes  between  the  Ophthalmia  MembranarumsmdL 
Ophthalmia  and,  although  both  may  be 

often  conjoined,  yet  he  thinks  it  of  confequence 
to  afcertain  which  is  the  primary  affection  in 
conducting  the  cure. 

In  his  obfervations  upon  phrenitis,  he  remarks, 
that  nofologifts  have  thought  two  kinds  might 
be  diftinguifhed  ;  inflammation  of  the  membranes 
of  the  brain,  or  of  the  fubftance  of  the  brain  it- 
felf :  But  he  does  not  find  that  this  is  confirmed 
by  obfcrvation  and  diffedtion,  and  therefore  he 
treats  of  both  cafes  under  the  title  of  Phrenitis. 

In  the  fifth  chapter.  Dr  Cullen  treats  of  Cy- 
nanche.  Of  this  genus  he  eflablilhes  five  fpecies, 

diftinguifhed 
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diftinguifhed  according  to  the  part  affe&ed,  or 
the  nature  of  the  inflammation. 

In  the  third  fedfcion  of  this  chapter,  Dr  Cullen 
treats  of  cynanche  trachealis.  From  the  nature 
of  the  fymptoms,  and  from  the  difle&ion  of  the 
bodies  of  patients  who  have  died  of  this  difeafe5 
he  thinks  there  is  no  doubt  of  its  being  of  an 
inflammatory  nature.  It  does  not,  however,  he 
obferves,  always  run  the  courfe  of  inflammatory 
affe&ions,  but  frequently  produces  fucli  an  ob- 
ftru&ion  to  the  paflage  of  the  air  as  fuffocates, 
and  thereby  proves  fuddenly  fatal.  So  far  do 
the  accounts  which  authors  give  of  this  difeafe 
carry  us  \  and  the  inftances  recorded  have  alrnoft 
all  happened  in  adult  perfons.  But  there  is  a  pe¬ 
culiar  affe&ion  of  this  kind  happening  to  chil¬ 
dren,  generally  known  under  the  name  of  the 
croup ,  and  which  has  been  little  taken  notice  of 
till  lately,  Dr  Cullen  gives  the  hiftory  and  fymp¬ 
toms  of  this  complaint  in  the  following  words : 

6  This  difeafe  feldom  attacks  infants  till  after  they 
6  have  been  weaned.  After  this  period,  the 
*  younger  they  are,  the  more  they  are  liable  to 
«  the  difeafe.  The  frequency  of  it  becomes  lefs 
$  as  children  are  more  advanced  \  and  there 

6  are  no  inftances  of  children  above  twelve  years 
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6  of  age  being  affe&ed  with  it.  It  attacks  chil- 
$  dren  of  the  midland  countries,  as  well  as  thofe 

*  who  live  near  the  fea.  It  does  not  appear  to  be 
c  contagious,  and  its  attacks  are  frequently  re- 
6  peated  in  the  fame  child.  It  is  often  manifeftly 
6  the  effeft  of  cold  applied  to  the  body,  and  there- 
6  fore  appears  moft  frequently  in  the  winter  and 

*  fpring  feafons.  It  very  commonly  comes  on  with 
c  the  ordinary  fymptoms  of  a  catarrh,  but  fome- 

*  times  the  peculiar  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  fhow 
c  ihemfelves  at  the  very  firft.  Thefe  peculiar 

*  fymptoms  are  the  following  ;  a  hoarfenefs,  with 

*  fome  fhrillnefs  and  ringing  found  both  in  fpeak- 
(  ing  and  coughing,  as  if  the  noife  came  from  a 

*  brazen  tube.  At  the  fame  time,  there  is  a 
6  fenfe  of  pain  about  the  larynx,  fome  difficulty 
€  of  refpiration,  with  a  whizzing  found  in  infpi- 
£  ration,  as  if  the  paffage  of  the  air  were  ftrait- 
c  ned.  The  cough  which  attends  it  is  common- 

*  ly  dry  ,  and  if  any  thing  is  fpit  up,  it  is  a  mat- 
c  ter  of  a  purulent  appearance,  and  fometimes 

films  refembling  portions  of  a  membrane. 
6  With  all  thefe  fymptoms,  there  is  a  frequency 
2  of  pulfe,  a  reftleffnefs,  and  an  uneafy  fenfe  of 
c  heat.  When  the  internal  fauces  are  viewed, 

*  they  are  fometimes  without  any  appearance  of 

inflam- 
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<  inflammation,  but  frequently  a  rednefs,  and  c- 
£  ven  a  fwellicg  appears,  and  fometimes  there  is 
£  an  appearance  of  matter  like  to  that  rejeded 

*  by  coughing.  When  the  fymptoms  now  de- 
6  fcribed  run  to  a  great  height,  and  particularly, 

4  when  there  occurs  a  great  difficulty  of  breath- 

*  ing,  and  a  fenfe  of  ftrangling  in  the  fauces,  the 

*  patient  is  fometimes  fuddenly  cut  off/ 

. 

Diffedion  pretty  conftantly  fliows  a  preterna¬ 
tural  membrane  lining  the  whole  internal  fur- 
face  of  the  upper  part  of  the  trachea,  and  ex¬ 
tending  in  the  lame  manner  downwards  into  fome 
of  its  ramifications*  This  membrane  may  be 
eafily  feparated,  and  fometimes  has  been  found 
feparated  in  part  from  the  fubjacent  proper 
membrane  of  the  trachea.  This  lad  is  common¬ 
ly  found  entire,  that  is,  without  any  appearance 
of  erofion  or  ulceration  ;  but  it  frequently  fliows 
the  veftiges  of  inflammation,  and  is  covered  with 
a  matter  refembling  pus,  like  to  that  rejeded  by 
coughing  ;  and  very  often  a  matter  of  the  fame 
kind  is  found  in  the  bionchiae,  fometimes  in 

confiderable  quantity. 

'  '  •  x  / 

From  all  thefe  circumftances,  Dr  Cullen  is 
inclined  to  think,  that  this  difeafe  confifts  in  an 
inflammatory  affedion  of  the  mucous  membrane 

\  of 
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of  the  larynx  and  trachea.  He  is  of  opinion* 
that  this  difeafe  terminates  in  health  by  a  refolu- 
tion  of  the  inflammation  ;  and  that,  when  it  ends 
fatally,  it  is  by  a  fuffocation  feemingly  depending 
upon  a  fpafm  affe&ing  the  glottis,  butfometimes 
probably  depending  upon  a  quantity  of  matter 
filling  the  bronchiae. 

Agreeable  to  the  idea  which  he  has  formed 
of  the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  Dr  Cullen  propofes 
to  treat  it  by  the  ufual  remedies  of  inflammation, 
which,  for  the  moff  part,  he  has  found  effectual. 
General  and  topical  bleeding  ;  buffering  near 

the  part  *  affected  ;  vomiting  immediately  after 

«  \ 

bleeding,  fometimes  fuddenly  removes  the  dif- 

\  ,  r  ^ 

eafe.  The  antiphlogifiic  regirpen,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  frequent  ufe  of  laxative  glyflers,  is  ne- 
ceffary  in  every  ftage  of  the  difeafe.  'though  a 
fpafm  affe&mg  the  glottis  is  fuppofed  to  be  fre- 
quently  fatal  in  this  difeafe  ;  yet  Dr  Cullen  has 
not  found  antifpafmodlc  medicines  of  any  ufe.' 

In  the  fixth  chapter.  Doctor  Cullen  confiders 
pneumonic  inflammation.  Under  this  term,  he 
comprehends  the  whole  of  the  inflammations  af¬ 
fecting  either  the  vifcera  of  the  thorax,  or  the 
membrane  lining  the  interior  furface  of  that 
cavity  ;  for,  neither  do  our  diagnoftics  ferve  to 
*Vol.  V.  No.  20.  B  b  afcertain 
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afcertain  exa£t!y  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  nor  does 
the  difference  in  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  give  any 
coninlerable  difference  in  the  ftate  of  the  fymp¬ 
toms,  or  lead  to  any  difference  in  the  method  of 
cure. 

The  Dodtor,  after  giving  acompleat  hiflory  of 
pneumonic  inflammation,  obferves,  that  it  has 
fometimes  been  fo  much  an  epidemic  as  to  occa- 
fion  a  fufpicion  of  its  depending  upon  a  fpecific 
contagion ;  but  he  has  never  met  with  any  fuffi^ 
cient  evidence  of  this. 

The  remedy  chiefly  to  be  relied  upon  in  the 
cure  of  this  difeafe,  is  that  of  blood-letting  at  the 
arm ;  the  quantity  taken  away  mult  be  fuited  to 
the  violence  of  the  difeafe,  and  vigour  of  the 
patient.  It  is  feldom  that  one  bleeding  will  prove 
a  cure  ;  and,  in  the  event  of  the  recurrence  of 
pain  and  difficulty  of  breathing,  it  is  to  be  re¬ 
peated,  even  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  day,  and 
to  the  fame  quantity  as  before.  It  is  according 
to  the  ftate  of  the  fymptoms  that  bleedings  are 
to  be  repeated  ;  and  they  will  be  more  effectual 
when  pra&ifed  in  the  courfe  of  the  firft  three 
days  than  afterwards.  Yet,  upon  the  recurrence 
of  the  urgent  fymptoms,  bleeding  fhould  be  re¬ 
peated  at  any  period  of  the  difeafe,  efpecially 

within 


i 


COMMENTARIES.  365 

'  *,  'I 

within  the  firft  fortnight ;  and,  even  afterwards, 
if  a  tendency  to  fuppuration  be  not  evident,  or 
if,  after  a  feeming  foliation,  the  difeafe  {hall  have 
again  recurred. 

No  general  rules  can  be  delivered  with  refped 
to  the  quantity  of  blood  that  may  be  fafely  taken 
away.  Doctor  Cullen,  however,  makes  the  fol¬ 
lowing  obfervations  on  this  fubjed :  e  In  an  adult 

*  male  of  tolerable  ftrength,  a  pound  of  blood, 
4  averdupois,  is  a  full  bleeding.  Any  quantity 
s  above  twenty  ounces  is  a  large,  and  any  quan- 
c  tity  below  twelve  is  a  fmall  bleeding.  A  quan- 
4  tity  from  four  to  five  pounds,  in  the  courfe  of 
c  two  or  three  days,  is  generally  as  much  as  fuch 
4  patients  will  eafily  bear  ;  but,  if  the  intervals 
4  between  the  bleedings,  and  the  whole  of  the 
4  time  during  which  the  bleedings  have  been  era- 

*  ployed,  has  been  long,  the  quantity  taken  upon 
6  the  whole  may  be  larger,5  When  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  blood  has  been  taken  at  the  arm,  arid 
when  the  continuance  or  recurrence  of  pain,  ra¬ 
ther  than  the  difficulty  of  breathing,  becomes  the 
urgent  fymptom,  fome  blood  may  ffill  be  taken 
by  cupping,  and  fcarifying,  as  near  the  affected 
part  as  poffible.  An  expectoration  fometimes 
takes  place  early;  but  if,  notwithftanding  this, 
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the  urgent  fymptoms  dill  continue,  it  mud  not 
fuperfede  the  bleeding;  as,  during  the  fir  ft  days 
of  the  difeafe,  its  fo’ution  is  not  to  be  trufted  to 
the  expedoration  alone. 

Dodor  Cullen  has  found  the  moderate  ufe  of 
cooling  laxatives  generally  fafe  in  this  difeafe  ; 
and  he  has  always  found  it  ufeful  to  keep  the 
behy  open  by  frequent  emohent  glyfters. 

To  excite  vomiting  is  a  dangerous  pradice, 
but  it  is  ufeful  to  exhibit  emetics  in  naufeating 
dofes  ;  and,  in  an  advanced  ftate  of  the  difeafe, 
fuch  dofes  have  been  found  the  bed  means  of 
promoting  expedoration. 

Biifters  ought  to  be  applied  very  early  in  the 
difeafe  ;  but  at  fuch  times,  that  the;  irritation 
they  occafion  may  not  interrupt  the  effeds  of  the 
neceftary  bleedings. 

i  ' 

It  may  be  frequently  neceftary  to  repeat  the 
buffering;  and,  in  that  cafe,  the  biifters  ought 
always  to  be  applied  fomewhere  about  the  tho¬ 
rax.  Frefh  bliftering  is  preferable  to  keeping 
the  buffered  parts  open,  by  making  what  is  cal¬ 
led  a  perpetual  blifter. 

Of  the  various  expedorants  ufed  in  this  difeafe, 
Dodor  Cullen  objeds  to  the  gums  as  being  too 
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heating ;  to  fquils,  as  not  being  very  powerful  ; 
and  he  thinks  the  volatile  alkali  fhouid  be  refer- 
ved  to  an  advanced  {fate  of  the  diieafe.  He  fee  ms 
to  approve  of  mucilaginous  and  oily  demulcents, 
and  of  the  receiving  the  fleams  of  warm  water 
impregnated  with  vinegar  into  the  lungs.  But, 
above  every  medicine  of  this  kind,  he  prefers  an¬ 
ti  monials  in  naufeating  dofes.  Sweating,  when 
it  occurs,  and  appears  critical,  is  to  be  conduded 
without  much  heat,  and  without  flimulant  medi¬ 
cines.  It  will  be  dangerous  to  encourage  partial 
and  clamy  fweats,  when  a  great  difficulty  of 
breathing  remains. 

With  regard  to  the  ufe  of  opiates,  different 
opinions  have  prevailed.  Dodor  Cullen  thinks, 
that,  in  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe,  and  before 
bleeding  and  biiftering  have  produced  lome  re- 
miffion  of  the  pain,  and  of  the  difficulty  of  breath¬ 
ing,  opiates  have  a  very  bad  effect,  by  mcreafmg 
the  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  other  inflamma¬ 
tory  fymptoms ;  but,  in  a  more  advanced  ftate  of 
the  difeaie,  when  the  difficulty  of  breathing  has 
abated,  and  when  the  urgent  fymptom  is  a  cough, 
proving  the  chief  caufe  of  the  continuance  of  the 
pain,  and  of  the  want  of  fleep,  opiates  may  be 
employed  with  great  advantage  and  fafety. 
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In  the  fucceeding  chapter,  Dr  Cullen  proceeds 
to  take  notice  of  the  inflammations  of  the  abdo¬ 
minal  vifcera.  He  obferves,  that,  although  he  has 
admitted  Peritonitis  as  a  genus  in  his  Nofolo- 
gy  ;  yet  he  does  not  treat  it  in  this  place,  becaufe 
he  cannot  fay  by  what  fymptoms  inflammations 
of  the  peritonaeum  are  always  to  be  known,  and 
farther,  becaufe,  when  known,  they  do  not  re¬ 
quire  any  other  remedies  than  thofe  of  inflam¬ 
mation  in  general. 

G  aft  r  it  is ,  therefore,  becomes  the  firfl  objed  of 
his  attention.  Dr  Cullen  is  the  firfl,  as  far  as 
we  know,  who  has  clearly  marked  the  diftinc- 
tion  between  the  phlegmonic  and  the  erifipela- 
tous  inflammation  of  the  ftomach.  The  firft 
may  be  feated  in  what  is  called  the  nervous  coat 
of  the  ftomach,  or  in  the  peritonaeum  inverting 
it ;  the  other  is  always  feated  in  the  villous  coat 
and  cellular  texture  immediately  fubjacent.  The 
phlegmonic  inflammation  of  the  ftomach  has 
been  commonly  treated  under  the  title  of  Ga- 
ftritis ;  but  eryfipelatous  inflammations  of  the 
ftomach  are  more  frequent  than  thofe  of  the 
phlegmonic  kind.  It  appears,  at  leaft,  from  dif- 
fcctions,  that  the  ftomach  has  often  been  affec¬ 
ted  with  inflammation,  when  neither  pain  nor 

pyrexi^ 
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pyrexia  had  before  given  any  indication  of  it, 
and  fuch  he  judges  to  have  been  chiefly  of  the 
eryfipelatous  kind.  There  are  cafes,  however, 
in  which  it  may  be  difcovered.  The  affe&ion  of 
the  ftomach  fometimes  fpreads  into  the  oefopha- 
gus,  and  appears  in  the  pharynx,  and  on  the 
whole  internal  furface  of  the  mouth.  When, 
therefore,  an  eryfipelatous  inflammation  affedfs 
the  mouth  and  fauces,  and  there  fhall  be,  at  the 
fame  time,  in  the  ftomach,  an  unufual  fenfibility 
to  all  acrids,  and  alfo  a  frequent  vomiting,  there 
can  be  little  doubt  of  the  itomach’s  being  affect 
ted  with  the  fame  inflammation. 

Even  when  no  inflammation  appears  in  the 
fauces,  if  fome  degree  of  pain  be  felt  in  the 
ftomach  ;  if  there  be  a  want  of  appetite,  an  an¬ 
xiety  and  frequent  vomiting,  an  unufual  fenfibi¬ 
lity  with  relpedt  to  acrids,  fome  third  and  fre¬ 
quency  of  pulfe,  there  will  then  be  room  to  fu- 
fpech  an  inflammation  of  the  ftomach  ;  6  and  we 
have  known/  fays  the  Do&or,  c  fuch  fymptoms, 
after  fome  time,  difcover  their  caufe  by  the  in¬ 
flammation  appearing  in  the  fauces  and  mouth/ 
I)r  Cullen  has  obfcrved  inftances  of  eryfipelatous 
inflammation  fpreading  fucceflively  along  the 
whole  length  of  the  alimentary  canal,  occaflon- 
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ing  in  the  inteflines,  diarrhoea,  and  in  the  flo- 
mach  vomitings,  the  diarrhoea  ceafing  when  the 
vomitings  come  on,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
vomitings  ceafmg  on  the  coming  on  of  the  di¬ 
arrhoea. 

On  the  fubjedl:  of  the  cure  of  this  difeafe. 
Dr  Cullen  obferves,  that  when  it  is  owing  to  a- 
crid  matters  taken  in  by  the  mouth,  and  when 
ihefe  are  fuppofed  to  be  hill  prefent  in  the  fio- 
mach  large  quantities  of  warm  mild  liquors 
fhould  be  thrown  in,  and  vomiting  excited ;  at 
the  fame  time,  if  the  nature  of  the  acrimony  and 

its  corrector  be  known,  this  fhould  alfo  be  thrown 

\ 

in  ;  or  if  afpecific  corrector  be  not  known,  fome 
general  demulcents  fhould  be  employed.  Thefe 
meal  arcs  are  more  fuited  to  prevent,  than  to  cure 
inflammation  when  it  has  taken  place.  In  this 
cafe,  if  it  be  attended  with  a  fenfe  of  heat,  with 
pain  and  pyrexia,  according  to  the  degree  of 
thefe  fymptorns,  the  meafures  proper  in  phleg¬ 
monic  inflammation  of  the  ftomach  are  to  be 
employed  more  or  lefs. 

When  an  eryflpelatous  inflammation  of  the 
ftomaeh  has  arifen  from  internal  caufes,  if  pain 
and  pyrexia  accompany  the  difeafe  in  perfons  not 

other? 
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otherwife  weakened,  fome  bleeding  may  be  em¬ 
ployed  ;  but,  as  the  affection  often  arifes  in  pu¬ 
trid  difeafes,  and  in  convalefcerits  from  fever,  in 
fuch  cafes  bleeding  is  not  admiffible  ;  all  that  can. 
be  done  is,  to  avoid  irritation,  and  to  throw  into 
the  ftomach  what  quantity  of  acids  and  of  acef- 
cent  aliment  it  fhall  be  found  to  bear.  In  fome 
conditions  of  the  body  in  which  this  difeafc  ari¬ 
fes,  the  Peruvian  bark  and  bitters  may  ftem  to 
be  indicated ;  but  an  eryfipelatous  ftate  of  the 
ftomach  docs  not  commonly  allow  of  them. 

Dr  Cullen,  in  the  eighth  chapter,  treats  of 
enteritis;  and  here  he  makes  the  fame  diftindion 
of  inflammation  affecting  the  inteftines,  as  he  had 

before  done  with  regard  to  that  of  the  ftomach  $ 

\ 

but  this  difference  of  the  feat  of  eryfipelatous  in¬ 
flammation  gives  no  difference  of  the  pradice. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  of  phlegmonic 
inflammation  in  both  inftances,  we  think  it  un- 
neceffary  to  make  any  abftrad  of  it,  and  refer 
our  readers  to  the  work  itfelf. 

In  the  ninth  chapter,  Dr  Cullen  treats  of  the 
Hepatitis.  This  affedion,  he  obferves,  feerns  to 
be  of  two  kinds,  the  one  acute,  the  other  chro¬ 
nic.  The  acute  is  attended  with  pungent  pain, 
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confiderable  pyrexia,  a  frequent,  ftrong,  and  hard 
pulfe,  and  high-coloured  urine.  The  chronic  very 
often  exhibits  none  of  thofe  fymptoms ;  and  we 
only  difcover  it  to  have  happened  by  our  finding 
large  abfceffes  in  the  liver,  which  our  author  pre¬ 
fumes  to  be  the  effect  of  fome  degree  of  inflam¬ 
mation. 

As  this  chronic  inflammation  is  not  to  be  cer¬ 
tainly  known,  and  therefore  does  not  lead  to  a- 
ny  certain  pradtice,  Dr  Cullen  omits  treating  of 
it,  and  proceeds  to  the  confideration  of  the  acute 
fpecies  of  hepatitis. 

And  here  his  fentiments  do  not  feem  to  be  fo 
far  peculiar  to  himfelf,  as  to  require  to  be  par¬ 
ticularly  taken  notice  of.  For  the  fame  reafon 
alfo,  we  may  pafs  over  the  chapter  immediately 
fucceeding,  in  which  he  treats  of  Nephritis.. 

Befides  thefe,  the  prefent  volume  contains  two 
other  chapters,  in  which  Dr  Cullen  treats  of 
Kheumatifm  and  of  Gout.  Thefe  we  muff  alio 
pafs  over  in  a  very  curfory  manner,  but  from  a 
very  different  reafon.  They  contain  fentiments 
fo  much  peculiar  to  the  author,  that  any  proper 
account  of  them  would  much  exceed  the  limits 
'which  we  mull  place  to  ourfelves  in  a  work  of 
this  naturCe 
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With  refpedt  to  Rheumatiffn,  we  fhali  only, 
in  a  general  way,  remark,  that  he  bellows  much 
pains  in  endeavouring  to  dlabiiih  a  proper  di- 
ftin&ion  between  the  acute  and  chronic..  As 
the  proximate  caufe  of  the  firft,  hefuppofes  that, 
with  an  inflammatory  affection  of  the  fanguife- 
rous  fyftem,  there  is  alfo  a  peculiar  aftedion  of 
the  mufcular  fibres,  which  has  a  confiderable 
fhare  in  producing  the  phaenomena  of  the  dif- 
cafe.  From  the  phaenomena  of  purely  chronic 
rheumatiffn,  he  is  led  to  conclude,  that- its  pro¬ 
ximate  caufe  is  an  atony,  both  of  the  blood-veff* 
Tels  and  of  the  mufcular  fibres  of  the  part,  toge¬ 
ther  with  fuch  a  degree  of  rigidity  and  contrac? 
tion  in  the  latter,  as  frequently  attend  them  in  a 
ftate  of  atony. 

In  giving  a  hiftory  of  the  Gout,  he  divides  it  in¬ 
to  the  regular  and  the  irregular  ;  and  this  latter 
he  fubdivides  into  the  atonic,  the  retrocedent, 
and  the  mifplaced.  The  opinion  which  has  ge¬ 
nerally  been  entertained  refpe&ing  the  proxi¬ 
mate  caufe  of  the  gout,  is,  that  it  depends  upon 
a  certain  morbific  matter  always  prefent  in  the 
body ;  and  that  this  matter,  by  certain  caufes, 
thrown  upon  the  joints,  or  other  parts,  produces 
fhe  feveral  phaenomena  of  the  difeafe.  This 
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dodrine  Dr  Cullen  endeavours  to  refute  by  ma¬ 
ny  arguments.  He  contends,  that  there  is  no 
evidence  of  any  morbific  matter  being  prefent 
in  perfons  difpofed  to  the  gout  ;  that  the  fuppo- 
fitions  refpeding  the  nature  of  this  matter  have 
been  fo  various,  and  fo  contradidory,  as  to  lead 
us  to  conclude  that  there  is  really  no  proof  of 
the  exiftence  of  any  of  them ;  that  the  fuppofi- 
tion  of  a  morbic  matter  is  inconfiflent  with  the 

t 

phaenomena  of  the  difeafe,  particularly  with  the 
frequent  and  fudden  tranflations  of  the  affection 
from  one  part  to  another  ;  that,  if  a  morbific 
matter  did  exifl,  its  operation  fliould  be  hmilar 
in  all  the  parts  which  it  attacks,  which  is  by  no 
means  the  cafe  ;  for,  in  the  joints,  it  is  ftimu-' 
lant,  and  excites  inflammation  j  but,  in  the  fto- 
roach,  it  is  fedative,  and  deftroys  tone  ;  that  the 

fuppontion  of  a  morbific  matter  has  been  hither- 

; 

to  ufelefs,  as  it  has  not  fuggefied  any  fuccefsful 
method  of  cure  ;  that  this  hypothefis  explains 
nothing,  without  fuppofingthe  matter  to  produce 
a  change  in  the  ffate  of  the  moving  powers  5  and 
a  change  in  the  date  of  the  moving  powers  pro¬ 
duced  by  other  caufes,  explains  every  circum- 
ftance,  without  the  fuppofition  of  a  morbific  mat¬ 
ter  5  and,  laftly,  that  the  nature  of  the  difeafe 

can  - 
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can  be  explained  in  a  manner  more  confident 
with  the  phaenomena,  with  the  laws  of  the  ani¬ 
mal  oeconomy,  and  with  the  method  of  cure 
which  is  confirmed  by  experience. 

After  endeavouring,  on  thefe  grounds,  to  re¬ 
fute  the  opinion  which  has  been  generally  recei¬ 
ved,  he  delivers  the  following  hypothefis  refpec- 
ting  the  pathology  of  the  gout.  He  fuppofes 
that,  in  fome  perfons,  there  is  a  certain  vigorous 
and  plethoric  fiate  of  the  fyftem,  which,  at  a  par¬ 
ticular  period  of  life,  is  liable  to  a  lofs  of  tone  in 
the  extremities,  and  that  this  is,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  communicated  to  the  whole  fyffem,  but  ap¬ 
pears  more  efpecially  in  the  functions  of  the  fto- 
mach.  When  this  lofs  of 'tone  occurs  while  the 
energy  of  the  brain  if  ill  retains  its  vigour,  he  i- 
magines  that  the  vis  medicatrix  naturae  is  exci¬ 
ted  to  reifore  the  tone  of  the  part  \  and  that  it 
accomplices  this  by  exciting  an  inflammatory 
affedfion  in  fome  part  of  the  extremities.  In 
this  he  fuppofes  the  regular  gout  to  confift.  But 
he  obferves,  that  there  are  circumilances  in  the 
body  by  which  this  courfe  may  be  interrupted 
or  varied  ;  and  from  thefe  circumftances  he  at¬ 
tempts  to  explain  the  phaenomena  of  the  atonic, 
retrocedent,  and  mifplaced  gout.  How  far  this 
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bypothefis  will  appear  fatisfadory  to  others 
we  cannot  pretend  to  fay.  As  the  limits  of  our 
publication  would  not  admit  of  a  more  particu¬ 
lar  account  of  it,  we  muff  refer  them  for  a  full 
view  to  the  work  itfelf.  And  we  mufl  conclude 
the  prefent  article  with  obferving,  that  the  me¬ 
thod  of  treatment  which  is  delivered  by  Dr  Cul¬ 
len,  in  the  latter  part  of  this  chapter,  differs  iefs 
from  the  pradice  which  had  before  been  recom¬ 
mended  by  others,  than  from  his  theory  we 
ftiould  be  inclined  to  exped. 


ii. 

Franc .  Ant .  Ohermayer  Dijfertatio  Experimental 
Us  Chemica  de  Sale  Sedativo  Hombergii .  Vid* 
Fafciculus  Secundus  Operum  Minorum  Medico - 
rum  et  Dijfertationum  Francifci  Xav.  de  Waf- 
ferberg.  Bvo,  Vindobonae. 

V 

ljH|  Orax,  when  fubjeded  to  a  chemical  exatni- 
jUl  nation,  appears  evidently  to  conftitute  a 
neutral  fait,  its  bafis  being  a  mineral  alkali,  con- 

joined  with  an  acid  of  a  peculiar  nature,  known 

commonly 
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commonly  by  the  name  of  Homberg’s  fedative 
fait. 

The  nature  of  this  mineral  alkali,  the  bafis  of 
borax,  was  long  ago  rendered  fufficiently  evident 
by  MargraaPs  experiments  on  the  fubjed  ;  but 
the  acid  or  fedative  fait  with  which  it  is  combi¬ 
ned  having  never  been  fo  accurately  inveftigated, 
a  variety  of  opinions  have  been  formed  with  re¬ 
gard  to  it.  Some  chemifts  fuppofc  it  to  be  of 
an  alkaline  nature  \  others  fupport  a  contrary 
opinion,  and  affert  that  it  is  evidently  of  an  acid 
nature  ;  whilft,  again,  many  very  able  chemifts, 
among  whom  is  Macquier,  pronounce  it  to  be 
a  fait  of  the  neutral  kind. 

With  a  view  to  illuftrate  this  part  of  chemif- 
try,  the  prefent  fet  of  experiments  were  inftitu- 
ted  ;  and,  as  our  author,  we  are  told,  fet  out 
with  no  preconceived  opinion  on  the  fubjed,  the 
conclufions  drawn  from  his  experiments  may 
i  probably  with  more  certainty  be  depended  on. 

As  we  could  not,  without  mutilating  the  fub- 
jed  too  much,  exhibit  any  part  of  thefe  experi¬ 
ments  ;  and,  as  the  nature  of  our  work  does  not 
admit  of  the  whole  being  inferted,  we  fliall  here 
give  nearly  verbatim  from  our  author,  the  mod 
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material  parts  of  a  fet  of  general  corollaries,  which 
he  thinks  naturally  refult  from  his  experiments ; 
and  mud  accordingly  refer  fuch  of  our  readers 
as  wifli  for  a  more  particular  account  to  the  work 
itfelf. 

•  On,  _ 

By  our  author’s  experiments,  the  fedative  fait 
of  borax  appears  evidently  to  be  of  an  acid  na¬ 
ture  i  and  he  concludes  it  to  be  fo  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing  reafons  among  others. 

id,  It  raifes  an  effervefcence  when  mixed 
with  any  alkaline  fait,  whether  fixed  or  volatile  $ 
and  it  conditutes  with  any  of  thefe  a  perfed 
neutral  fait* 

2d,  When  added  to  a  folution  of  fulphur  in 
an  alkaline  fait,  it,  like  other  acids,  occafions  a 
precipitation,  attended  with  a  confiderabie  fac¬ 
tor. 

gd.  It  eafily  expells,  from  their  different  ba- 
fes,  the  acids  of  nitre  and  of  common  fait. 

4th,  The  mineral  alkali  of  borax,  when  de* 
prived  of  its  fedative  fait,  always  effervefees  with 
every  kind  of  acid. 

The  fedative  fait  of  borax  appears  to  be  per¬ 
fectly  didind  and  different  from  every  other 
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fpecies  of  acid,  not  being  poffeffed  even  of  the 
acrid  fournefs  of  fpirit  of  vitriol, 

iff,  It  neither  precipitates  mercury  nor  corro- 
five  fublimate  diffolved  in  fpirit  of  nitre  ;  nor 
does  it  produce  any  effedt  upon  the  nitrous  fo- 
lutions  of  lead  and  filver. 

2d,  It  does  not  produce  fulphur  when  combi¬ 
ned  wr]th  phlogifton. 

3d,  It  cannot  be  made  to  diffolve  in,  or  com¬ 
bine  with  the  vitriolic  acid, 

4th,  It  does  not,  with  any  of  the  alkaline  falts, 
produce  either  vitriolated  tartar,  or  any  fpecies 
of  Glauber’s  fait. 

The  following,  we  are  told,  are  the  principal 
circumftances  by  which  this  fpecies  of  acid  may 
be  diltinguifhed  from  fpirit  of  nitre. 

lit.  The  former  is  never  obtained  but  in  a 
folid  form,  whereas  the  latter  is  always  in  a  fluid 
flat e ;  for  although  the  fait  of  borax  is  foiuble, 
in  water,  it  very  loon,  upon  being  dillolved,  re¬ 
covers  its  cryflalline  form  again. 

2d,  The  burning  of  inflammable  bodies  is 
haflened  by  the  addition  of  fpirit  of  nitre  ;  where¬ 
as  fedative  fait  has  always  the  contrary  effect. 

Vol.  V,  No.  20.  Ccc  3d,  It 
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gds  It  deftroys,  or  at  leaf!  greatly  impairs,  the 
fulminating  powder  of  nitre. 

4th,  The  acid  of  nitre  is  exceedingly  volatile ; 
whereas  the  fait  of  borax  is  of  fuch  a  fixed  na¬ 
ture  as  to  bear  a  very  great  degree  of  heat. 

There  are  alfo  different  circumflances  enume¬ 
rated,  by  which  fedative  fait  is  dtftmguifhed  from 
the  acid  of  fea  fait ;  the  principal  of  which  is, 
that  aqua  regia  is  always  obtained  by  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  the  latter  to  fpirit  of  nitre  ;  whereas  leda- 
tive  fait  is  neither  loluble  in  the  acid  of  nitre, 
nor  does  it  in  any  degree  ad  as  a  folvent  on 
gold.  Our  author  therefore  concludes,  that 
borax  is  a  real  neutral  fait,  competed  of  a  mine¬ 
ral  alkali  and  an  acid  of  a  particular  nature, 
which  differs,  as  has  been  faid,  in  many  circutn- 
fiances,  from  every  other  acid,  and  which  al¬ 
ways  produces  borax  when  faturated  with  foda. 


III. 

jvjrnci  Antonii  Plenciz,  Medici  V indob onenfis % 
Tradatus  de  Scarlatina, 

'rjpHE  fcarlet  fever  being  fo  liable  to  be  con- 
jL  founded  with  different  eruptive  diforders, 

ernr  author,  with  a  view  to  prevent  any  miftakes, 

in 
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in  practice  of  that  kind  in  future,  has  here  fa¬ 
voured  us  with  a  particular  enumeration  of  the 
feveral  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe. 

Diforders  of  this  nature,  whether  of  a  mild  or 

k- 

a  more  malignant  tendency,  always  begin  with 
a  greater  or  lelTer  degree  of  latitude  and  lofs  of 
Itrength,  which  are  foon  fucceeded  by  heat,  hor- 
ripilatio,  and  fever. 

About  the  fame  time,  particularly  in  the  ma¬ 
lignant  fpecies  of  the  difeafe,  the  patient  is  at¬ 
tacked  with  an  intenfe  pain  of  the  head,  deliri¬ 
um,  a  conftant  inclination  to  fleep,  naufea,  and 
vomiting.  Deglutition  becomes  difficult ;  he 
complains  of  redlefihefs,  anxiety,  ftraitnefs  about 
the  praecordia,  together  with  a  fmall,  laborious, 
and  quick  refpiration. 

At  length,  particularly  in  the  malignant 
fpecies  of  the  difeafe,  about  the  fecond  or  third 
day,  and  in  fome  inftances  later,  a  kind  of  red 
unequal  eruption  appears,  at  firft  in  perfe&ly 
diltintl  fpots,  which  at  laft  run  together,  and  af¬ 
ford  an  uniform  fcarlet  colour  over  the  whole 
body.  This  eruption  firil  appears  on  the  face, 
neck,  fauces,  and  bread  y  and  afterwards  on  the 
back,  abdomen,  and  other  parts  of  the  body. 

C  c  c  2  All 
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All  the  parts  about  the  fauces  are  fo  particu* 
larly  affected  in  this  diforder,  that  the  palate* 
tonfils,  uvula,  tongue,  larynx,  and  pharynx, 
turn  red,  and  fwell  fo  confiderably,  as  frequent- 
ly  not  only  to  impede  deglutition,  but  to  endan- 
get  luffocation,  unlcfs  immediate  afiiftance  be 
procured. 

The  eruption  is  at  firft  of  a  red,  cinnabar  co¬ 
lour  ;  which  circumllance  gave  rife  to  the  name 
of  the  diforder.  But,  about  che  end  of  the  third, 
or  commencement  of  the  fourth  day,  it  becomes 
pale,  and  by  degrees  lofes  its  red  appearance 
altogether. 

Our  author  here  takes  notice  of  a  fingular 
phaenomenon  which  he  fometiines  met  with  in 
this  diforder.  About  the  fixth  or  feventh  day 
from  the  commencement  of  the  eruption,  he  ob- 
ferved  a  numerous  fet  of  puflules  chiefly  in  the 
hands  and  feet,  which  fo  much  refembled  com¬ 
mon  white  miliary  fpots,  as  by  many  to  be  taken 
for  a  frefli  eruption  of  that  nature.  On  exami¬ 
nation,  however,  they  were  found  perfe&ly  dif¬ 
ferent,  and  on  being  cut  into,  were  difcovered  to 
conffft  in  an  elevation  of  the  epidermis,  and  to 
contain  nothing  but  air. 


Towards 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  difeafe,  the  {kin  falls 
off  in  long,  broad,  and  pretty  thick  fcales,  com¬ 
monly  in  proportion  to  the  extent  and  degree  of 
rednefs  which  had  previoufly  prevailed. 

After  the  ninth,  tenth,  or  eleventh  day,  when 
the  patient  begins  to  fleep  well,  and  to  recover 
his  appetite,  together  with  the  ufe  of  all  his  dif¬ 
ferent  functions,  he,  as  well  as  his  attendants, 
are  then  very  ready  to  conclude  that  the  dan¬ 
ger  is  over  ;  but  here  we  are  told,  a  new  difor- 
der,  as  it  were,  of  a  very  dangerous  nature,  ve¬ 
ry  frequently  commences.  About  the  four¬ 
teenth  or  fifteenth  day,  and  fomethnes  at  a  more 
late  period  from  the  termination  of  the  former 
febrile  affe&ion,  the  patient  becomes  peevifh, 
weak,  and  languid  ;  and  the  face,  hands,  feet, 
abdomen,  fcrotum,  and  at  lad  the  whole  body 
becomes  inflated  with  a  leucophlegmatic  fwelk 
ing.  The  urine  is  in  fmall  quantities,  of  a 
bloody  appearance,  refembling  the  wafhings  of 
flefh.  The  fwelling  fir  ft  appears  on  the  face, 
and  from  that  fpreads  by  degrees  over  the  reft  of 
the  body.  It  fucceeds  chiefly  to  the  malignant 
or  worft  fpecies  of  fcarlatina  ;  but  there  have 
been  inftances  of  its  occurring  after  even  the 
mildeft  fpecies  of  the  diforder.  It  arrives  gene- 

C  c  c  3  rally 
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rally  at  a  greater  height  in  children  than  in  a* 
dults  ;  becomes  more  confiderable  in  winter  than 
in  fummer  ;  and  thofe  patients  who  go  foon  into 
the  open  air,  are  more  feverely  attacked  with  it 
than  thofe  who  keep  longer  confined. 

This  ft  age  of  the  diforder  is  evidently  attended 
with  more  danger,  that  is,  more  patients  die  at 
this  period  than  do  in  the  more  early  or  febrile 
ftate  of  the  difeafe. 

Thefe  are  the  ufual  and  ordinary  fymptoms  of 
this  diforder;  a  variety  of  others,  however,  fome- 
times  occur,  which  may  be  reckoned  of  an  ano¬ 
malous  nature,  viz.  haemorrhagies  at  the  nofe, 
cough,  bloody  faliva,  freezing,  fwellings  of  the 
parotids  and  glands  of  the  neck  ;  and  now  and 
then  occur  abfceffes  in  the  fauces,  ears,  bread:, 
and  other  parts. 

Our  author,  after  .giving  the  opinions  of  dif¬ 
ferent  writers  on  this  diforder,  proceeds  to  treat 
of  the  diagnofis,  caufes  and  feat  of  the  difeafe,. 
and  afterwards  goes  on  to  the  method  of  cwre. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  milder  fpecies  of  fear- 
let-fever,  little  farther  is  neceffary,  we  are  told,, 
than  a  due  attention  to  diet,  and  the  other  non- 
naturals  ;  but,  whenever  the  difeafe  puts  on  a 
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more  inveterate  form,  as  confiderable  danger  is 
then  to  be  apprehended,  other  circumftances  muff 
alfo  be  attended  to. 

Blood-letting,  efpecially  in  the  feet,  is  here 
freely  recommended  by  our  author.  Objections, 
he  obferves,  have  been  made  to  this  practice  in 
every  diforder  of  the  eruptive  kind,  upon  the 
fuppofition  of  its  frequently  occa honing  a  re- 
troceffion  of  the  eruption.  But,  from  'ong  expe¬ 
rience  on  this  point,  not  only  in  the  difeafe  in 
queftion,  but  in  the  fmall-pox,  we  are  allured  of 
its  being  commonly  attended  with  the  very  belt 
effe&s.  And,  in  the  fcarlet-fever  efpecially,  if 
blood-letting  be  not  had  recourfe  to  when  the 
inflammatory  fymptoms  run  high,  the  patient,  we 
are  told,  will  run  a  confiderable  rifk  of  being 
carried  off,  either  by  immediate  fuffocation,  or 
by  a  fubfequent  moitif cation.  So  necefiary  a 
part  of  the  cure  is  blood-letting  confdered  by 
our  author,  that  he  recommends  it  even  where 
the  pulfe  happens  to  be  weak,  quick,  and  un¬ 
equal  ;  and  he  remarks,  that  when,  in  fuch  cafes, 
it  is  had  recourfe  to,  it  always  renders  the  pulfe 
more  firm,  foft,  and  equal. 

After  blood-letting  has  been  had  recourfe  to, 
blitters  to  the  neck  and  inferior  extremities  are 

C  c  c  4  advifed, 
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advifed,  together  with  emollient  inje&ions,  and 
a  plentiful  ufe  of  diluent  drinks. 

When  the  inflammatory  date  of  the  complaint 
is  pretty  much  over,  Peruvian  bark  is  then  re¬ 
commended  as  a  principal  remedy  ;  and  as,  in 
this  diforder,  it  cannot  be  taken  in  fufficient 
quantities,  in  the  ordinary  way,  from  the  fwel- 
ling  of  the  fauces  which  commonly  prevails,  we 
are  defired  to  have  recourfe  to  frequent  dozes  of 
the  extract,  and  to  inject,  by  the  anus,  glyfters 
compofed  of  the  deco&ion  of  bark. 

All  the  warm  fudorific  and  cordial  remedies 
frequently  had  recourfe  to  in  this  diforder,  are 
much  condemned  ;  for,  inftead  of  producing  any 
defirable  effects,  they  ahnoft  always,  we  are  told, 
tend  to  aggravate  the  different  fymptoms,  as  they 
juft  as  readily  occalion  a  determination,  our  au¬ 
thor  thinks,  to  the  brain,  and  other  internal  vif- 
cera,  as  to  the  furface  of  the  body. 

In  the  malignant  fpecies  of  the  fcarlet-fever, 
reftleffnefs,  we  are  told,  is  frequently  a  trouble- 
fome  fymptom.  In  fuch  cafes,  gentle  paregorics 
are  recommended. 

For  the  prevention  and  cure  of  that  leuco- 
phlegmatic  fwelling,  which  fo  frequently  fucceeds 

the 
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the  fcarlet-fever,  as  the  urine  is  commonly  much 
diminifhed  in  quantity,  infufions  of  juniper-ber¬ 
ries,  and  other  diuretics,  are  chiefly  recommend¬ 
ed. 

*  -•  V  -  \ 

In  very  obftinate  cafes  of  this  kind,  mercury, 
together  with  aurum  fulminans,  are  mentioned 
as  very  effe&ual  remedies,  and  are  recommend¬ 
ed  in  the  following  forms  : 

Rhei  e!e£U 

Spirit,  falis  coagulati  utriufque  drachmas  duas 

Mercurii  dulcis 

Auri  fulminantis 

Extrad.  Scillae,  fingulorum  femidrachmam 

M.  f-  pill,  cum  Rob.  Juniper!  pondere  unius  al¬ 
ter  iufve  grani 

Of  thefe  pills,  one  or  two  are  to  be  given  every 
two  or  three  hours,  according  to  the  age  and 
ftrength  of  the  patient ;  and,  if  they  do  not  pro¬ 
cure  three  or  four  ftools  a  day,  the  doze  fhould 
either  be  increafed,  or  fome  other  fpecies  of  laxa¬ 
tive  conjoined  with  the  pills,  fo  as  to  produce 
that  effed,  and  to  prevent  falivation,  which  other- 
wife  might  probably  take  place. 

Aurum  fulminans  is  here  recommended  in 
i  every  cafe  where  a  fure  and  fafe  laxative  is  want- 
j  ed,  as  it  does  not  operate  in  that  violent  manner 
(that  many  praditioners  have  afferted. 
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In  this  ftage  of  the  diforder,  patients  frequent¬ 
ly  fall  into  a  torpid  lethargic  ftate ;  for  which, 
bleeding  ?T  th  leeches  behind  the  ear  is  recom¬ 
mended,  together  with  biifters  to  the  neck  and 
head. 

As  an  appendix  to  this  differtation,  feventeeft 
cafes  of  fcarlatina  are  related  at  full  length  ;  but, 
to  transcribe  any  of  them  here,  would  extend 
this  article  farther  than  the  nature  of  our  work 
admits  of. 


IV. 

Dlfcoveries  on  the  Sex  of  Bees ,  explaining  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  their  Species  is  propagated ,  with 
an  Account  of  the  Utility  that  may  he  derived 
from  tkofe  Dlfcoveries ,  by  the  actual  Application 
of  them  to  Practice.  By  Mr  John  Debraw,  A- 
pothecary  to  AddenbrocP s  Hofpital  at  Cambridge , 
and  Member  of  an  Oeconomical  Society  in  the 
Principality  of  Liege  in  Weft ph alia.  Communi¬ 
cated  by  the  Reverend  Nevii  Mafkelyne,  B.D» 
F-  R.  o.  and  Aflronomer  Royal . 

r"g~i  H  E  republic  of  bees  has  been  fo  much 
the  fiibjedt  of  universal  admiration,  that  it 

is  by  no  means  lurprifing  it  fhould  have  engaged 
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the  attention  of  many  eminent  philofophers.  But* 
while  many  difcoveries  have  of  late  years  been 
made,  the  mode  in  which  bees  propagate  their  fpe- 
cies  feems  to  have  baffled  the  ingenuity  of  all  inqui¬ 
rers,  in  their  attempts  to  difcover  it.  It  has  been 
commonly  fuppofed,  that  bees,  like  other  tribes  of 
animals,  are  perpetuated  by  copulation.  The  re¬ 
fill  t  of  Mr  Debraw’s  experiments,  however,  af¬ 
fords  fufficient  grounds  for  afferting,  that  bees 
belong  to  that  clafs  of  animals  among  which,  al¬ 
though  they  have  fexes,  a  true  copulation  can¬ 
not  be  proved  ;  and  that  their  ova,  like  the  fpawn 
of  fiffles,  mod;  probably  owe  their  fecundation  to 
an  impregnation  from  the  males. 

Naturalifts  have  fuppofed,  that  the  queen  h 
the  only  female  in  the  hive,  and  the  mother  of 
the  next  generation  ;  that  the  drones  are  the 
males,  by  whom  fhe  is  fecundated ;  and  that 
the  working  bees  are  of  neither  fex.  But,  Mr 
Schirach,  a  German  naturalift,  has  given  us 
a  different  view  of  the  claffes  which  conflitute 
the  republic  of  bees.  He  affirms,  that  ail  the 
common  bees  are  females  in  difguife,  in  which 
the  organs  that  diftingusffi  the  fex,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  ovaria,  are  obliterated  ;  that  every  one 
of  thefe  bees,  in  the  earlier  period  of  its  exift- 

ence. 
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ence,  is  capable  of  becoming  a  queen  bee,  if  the 
community  fhould  think  proper  to  nurfe  it  in  a 
particular  manner,  and  raife  it  to  that  rank  | 
and  that  the  queen  bee  lays  only  two  kinds  of 
eggs,  thofe  that  are  to  produce  the  drones,  and 
thofe  from  which  the  working  bees  are  to  pro¬ 
ceed.  This  dodrine  Mr  Debraw  has  found  to 
be  confirmed  by  numerous  obfervations.  But, 
he  obferves,  that  the  function  of  the  drones  feems 
not  to  have  been  underflood  either  by  Mr  Schi- 
rach,  or  his  friend  Mr  Hattorf,  who,  in  a  memoir 
on  this  fubjed,  endeavours  entirely  to  annihilate 
their  ufe  in  the  hive.  But  to  this  opinion,  the 
large  quantity  of  feminal  liquor  with  which  they 
are  furnifhed,  and  the  large  apparatus  of  fecun- 
dating  organs,  which  have  been  fo  well  defcribed 

?];■  ;.V  ■  "  ■ . 

by  Reaumur,  Maraldi,  and  others,  appear  to  our 
author  to  be  infuperable  objections  ;  while  his  own 
accurate  obfervations  give  a  very  different  view 
of  this  matter  from  what  Mr  Hattorf  had  before 

’  :  V3 

taken. 

Mr  Debraw,  we  are  told,  watched  his  glafs- 
hives  with  indefatigable  attention,  from  the  mo¬ 
ment  the  bees,  among  which  he  had  taken  care 
to  leave  a  large  number  of  drones,  were  put  in¬ 
to  them,  to  the  time  of  the  queen  laying  her  eggs, 
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which  generally  happens  by  the  fourth  or  fifth 
day.  He  obferved,  on  the  firfi  and  fecond  day 
from  the  time  the  eggs  were  placed  in  the  cells, 
that  a  great  number  of  bees,  faftening  themfelves 
to  one  another,  hung  down  in  the  form  of  a  cur¬ 
tain,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  of  the  hive,  in 

1 

a  manner  fimilar  to  what  they  had  done  at  the 
time  when  the  queen  depolited  her  eggs.  This 
led  him  to  fufpeft  that  fomething  was  going 
on  $  and,  upon  accurate  examination,  he  could 
plainly  difiinguiih  feveral  bees  inferting  the  po- 
fterior  part  of  their  bodies,  each  into  a  cell,  and 
finking  into  it,  but  continuing  only  for  a  fhort 
while.  After  they  had  retired,  he  faw  plainly, 
with  the  naked  eye,  a  fmall  quantity  of  whitifh 
liquor  left  in  the  angle  of  the  bale  of  each  cell, 
containing  an  egg.  This  fluid  was  lefs  liquid 
than  honey,  and  had  no  fweet  tafte.  Within  a 
day  after,  he  found  this  liquor  abforbed  into  the 
embryo,  which,  in  the  fourth  day,  is  converted  in¬ 
to  a  fmall  worm,  to  which  the  working  bees  bring 
a  little  honey  for  nourifhment,  during  the  firfl: 
eight  or  ten  days  after  its  birth.  From  that  time 
they  ceafe  to  feed  their  embryos,  but  fliut  up  the 
cells,  in  which  they  continue  inclofed  for  ten  days 
more.  During  that  time  they  undergo  various 
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changes,  a  particular  account  of  which  is  foreign 
to  the  bufinefs  of  this  paper. 

From  having  obferved  thele  particulars,  Mr 
Debraw  concluded,  that  the  eggs  are  fecundated 
by  the  males,  and  that  their  prefence  is  neceflary 
at  the  time  of  breeding ;  and,  by  feveral  expe¬ 
riments  which  were  afterwards  inftituted,  this  o~ 
pinion  was  fully  confirmed.  Into  a  particular 
detail  of  thefe  experiments,  the  limits  of  our  pub¬ 
lication  will  not  allow  us  to  enter.  We  may  on¬ 
ly,  in  a  general  way,  obferve,  that,  when  all  the 
drones  were  removed  from  a  hive,  although  eggs 
were  laid  by  the  queen,  none  of  them  became 
young  bees,  and  the  hive  was  very  foon  deferred. 
And  befides  this,  a  peice  of  brood-cornb,  con¬ 
taining  eggs  in  its  ceils,  was  divided  into  two 
portions,  before  thefe  eggs  were  impregnated. 
One  of  thefe  portions  was  put  under  a  glais  bell,  , 
with  a  queen,  and  common  bees,  without  drones, 
the  other  with  drones.  In  the  firft,  no  young 
bees  were  produced*  and  the  combs  were  deferr¬ 
ed  by  all  the  bees,  as  feon  as  they  were  fet  at  li¬ 
berty  ;  in  the  lad,  the  eggs  went  through  their 
ufual  changes,  young  bees  appeared,  and  none 
fbrfook  the  hive,  on  receiving  their  liberty. 
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Thefe  experiments  fecm  inconteftibly  to  efta- 
i  blifh  the  dodtnne  of  the  impregnation  of  eggs 
S by  the  males. 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  experiments,  however, 
Mr  Debraw  was  not  a  little  liartled  to  find  in  one 
"of  his  young  colonies  two  queens.  This  he 
i  thought  could  only  be  explained  on  one  of  two 

)  footings ;  either  two  queens,  in  (lead  of  one,  mult 

. — 

i  have  been  accidentally  placed  under  that  glafs, 
lor  elfe  the  bees  could,  by  fome  particular' means 
|  of  their  own,  transform  a  common  fubject  into  a 
i queen.  From  repeated  experiments  he  found 
j  that  the  ‘aft  of  thefe  fuppofition*  was  the  truth, 
|  that  the  working  bees  are  vetted  with  a  power 
j  of  raifing  a  common  fubjedl  to  the  throne  when 
j  the  community  hands  in  need  of  a  queen  ;  and 
that  every  worm  in  the  hive,  under  certain  cir- 
cumhances,  is  capable  of  becoming  the  mother 
of  a  generation.  Its  metamorphofis  into  a  queen 
he  refers  partly  to  the  extraordinary  hze  of  the 
cell  and  its  particular  pofition,  but  principally  to 
i a  certain  nourifhment  caiefuiiy  adminiftered  to 
it  by  the  working  bees,  while  it  is  in  the  worm 
i  Hate.  By  this  means  he  imagines,  that  the  de¬ 
velopment  and  expanfion  of  the  germ  of  the  fe¬ 
male  organs,  previouily  exifhng  m  the  emoryo, 

4  is 

I 


394 


MEDICAL 


is  effe&ed  •>  and  thofe  differences  in  its  form  and 
fize  are  produced,  which  afterwards  fo  remarka¬ 
bly  diftinguifh  the  queen  from  the  common  work¬ 
ing  bees.  In  this  particular,  then,  the  difcove- 
ries  and  obfervations  of  Mr  Debraw  confirm 
thofe  of  that  ingenious  German  Mr  Schirach, 
refpefting  the  fex  of  the  common  bees,  although, 
with  what  relates  to  the  ufe  of  males  or  drones, 
they  differ  widely  from  each  other. 

Thefe  difcoveries  are  not  merely  matter  of 
curiofity,  as  illuftrating  thet  natural  hiftory  of 
bees,  but  of  public  utility.  And  Mr  Debraw 
concludes  his  paper  with  pointing  out  the  advan¬ 
tage  that  may  accrue  from  thefe  obfervations,  as 
being  the  means  of  forming  artificial  fwarms,  or 
new  colonies.  The  practice  of  this  new  art  has 
already  extended  itfelf  through  Lufatia,  Bohe¬ 
mia,  Bavaria,  Silefia,  and  many  other  parts  of 
Germany.  Were  it  introduced  into  Britain, 
large  films  of  money,  which  are  annually  fent 
out  of  the  country  for  the  purchafe  of  wax,  might 
be  retained.  For  a  great  quantity  of  wax  is  loft 
every  feafon  from  the  want  of  keeping  up  a  fuf- 
ficient  ftock  of  bees  to  colleft  it* 
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Defcription  of  the  Jefuits  Bark  Tree  of  Jamaica 
and  the  Caribbecs.  By  William  Wright,  M.D. 
F.  R.  S.  member  of  the  Philofophical  Society  of 
America,  and  Surgeon-General  in  Jamaica* 
Communicated  by  Jofeph  Banks,  Efq;  F.  R.  S. 
Vid%  Philofophical  TranJ* actions ,  VoL  77.  Part  2* 

THE  extenfive  ufe  of  the  cortex  Peruvianus 
in  the  praCiice  of  medicine,  muft  naturally 
render  it  a  very  defirahle  objeCt,  that  practi¬ 
tioners  could  be  fupplied  with  this  valuable  drug 

\ 

from  other  places  befides  the  Spanilh  fettlements 
in  America.  And,  although  the  illulirious  Lin¬ 
naeus  has  long  fmce  pointed  out  one  fpecies  of 
this  tree,  under  the  title  of  Cinchona  Caribaea, 
yet  it  will  not  be  refufed  by  any  one,  that  we 
are  much  indebted  to  Dr  Wright  for  his  obfer- 
vations  on  this  fubjeCt  in  the  paper  before  us. 
For,  of  this  latter  fpecies,  on  which  he  has  be- 
ftowed  the  title  Cinchona  Jamaicenfis,  he  has  not 
only  given  an  accurate  defcription,  and  pointed 
Vol.  V.  No,  20.  Odd  out 
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out  places  in  which  it  may  be  had  in  abundance, 
but  has  alfo  confirmed  its  medical  virtues  by  ex¬ 
perience,  and  brought  fuch  quantities  of  it  to 
Europe,  as  may  enable  feveral  eminent  practi¬ 
tioners,  into  whofe  hands  he  has  put  it,  to  con¬ 
firm  or  refute  his  obfervations. 

This  fpecies  of  the  Jefuits  bark,  he  obferves, 
grows  on  ftony  lands  near  the  fea-fhore,  in  the 
parlfhes  of  St  James’s  and  Hanover,  on  the  north 
fide  of  Jamaica,  It  is  there  called  the  fea-fide 
Beech ,  and  rifes  only  to  twenty  feet  in  height. 
The  trunk  is  hard  and  tough,  and  of  a  yellowifh 
white  colour  in  the  hffide.  The  leaves  are  of  a 
rufhy  green,  and  the  young  buds  of  a  bluifh 
green  hue."  It  blofloms  in  November,  and  con¬ 
tinues  in  flower  till  February ;  fo  that  on  the  fame 
fprig  there  are  often  flowers  and  ripe  pods.  The 
flowers  are  of  a  dufkifh  yellow  colour,  and  the 
pods  black.  When  ripe,  they  fplit  in  two,  and 
are,  with  their  flat  brown  feeds,  in  every  refpeCt 
flmilar  to  thofe  of  the  cinchona  officinalis. 

The  bark  of  this  tree,  DoClor  Wright  obferves, 
is  in  general  fmooth  and  grey  on  the  outfide, 
though  in  fome  it  is  rough  and  fcabrous.  When 
it  is  properly  dried,  the  infide  is  of  a  dark  brown 
colour.  Its  flavour,  at  firft,  is  fweet,  with  a  mix¬ 
ture 
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ture  of  the  tafte  of  Horfe-radifh,  and  of  the  aro¬ 
matics  of  the  Eaft  \  but  when  it  is  fwallowed,  it 
has  that  very  bitternefs  and  aftringency  waich 
chara&erife  the  Peruvian  bark. 

It  yields  thefe  qualities  both  to  cold  and  to 
warm  water.  And  Doctor  Wright,  we  are  told, 
found,  that  half  an  ounce  of  it  put  upon  the 
fire  with  two  pounds  of  water,  and  boiled  till 

1 

one  half  was  exhaulted,  made  as  ftrong  a  decoc¬ 
tion  as  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  the  Cinchona 
vera. 

Do&or  Wright  obferves,  that  he  has  had  many 
opportunities  of  trying  the  effects  of  this  medi¬ 
cine,  efpecially  in  remittent  fevers,  which  are  the 
moil  common  and  fatal  in  Jamaica.  A  vomit, 
or  gentle  purge,  if  neceffary,  were  firft  given, 
and,  as  foon  as  their  operation  was  finifhed,  the 
ufe  of  this  bark  was  begun.  DoClor  Wright 
found  that  it  ftrengthened  the  flomach,  checked 
reaching  and  vomiting,  corrected  morbid  hu¬ 
mours  in  the  primae  viae,  and  fpeedily  conquer¬ 
ed  the  difeafe.  And,  from  its  fuccefs  in  this 
affedtion,  he  has  no  doubt  that  it  will  prove  e- 
qually  efficacious  in  every  other  cafe  where  a  to¬ 
nic  or  antifeptic  medicine  is  indicated. 

D  dd  2 


To 


medical 


398 

To  this  account,  taken  from  the  Philofophical 
Tran  factions,  the  following  extrad  from  a  letter 
written  by  Dodor  Wright  to  Doctor  Duncan, 
may  make  no  improper  addition. 

«  Since  I  wrote  the  defcription  of  the  Jefuits 
bark  tree,  which  is  pubhfhed  in  the  Philofophi* 
cal  Iranfadions,  I  have  found,  that,  in  WeftmoN 
land,  and  fome  places  of  Jamaica,  this  tree  grows 
to  about  forty  feet  in  height.  The  trunks  are 
ftraight,  the  wood  yellow,  hard,  and  eiallic.  'The 
cuticula  of  the  bark  of  large  trees  is  white,  rough, 
furrowed,  and  remarkably  thick.  This  is  entire* 

ly  inert,  and  may  be  knocked  off  from  the  inner 

* 

bark. 

<c  This  bark  has  been  adminiftered  in  London, 
in  a  cafe  of  an  intermittent.  It  was  given  in  pow¬ 
der,  and  a  cure  was  effeded  as  completely  as 
if  the  bark  from  the  cinchona  officinalis  had 
been  ufed. 

cc  I  have  given  it  with  great  fuccefs  in  the  ner* 
vous  fever,  which  is  a  very  frequent  difeafe  in 
Britain,  and  I  have  alfo  ufed  it  in  flomachic  bit¬ 
ters,  Three  drams  of  this  bark,  with  one  dram 
of  orange  peel,  makes  an  elegant  and  grateful 
iindure,  of  equal  efficacy  to  Huxham’s  tindure 

of  bark. 
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I  prefer  the  bark  of  the  limbs  of  tall  trees., 
and  of  the  trunks  of  young  trees,  to  any  other.’5 

We  hope  foon  to  be  able  to  communicate  to 
the  public,  pra&ical  obfervations  from  other 
pra&itioners,  confirming  thofe  of  Doctor  Wright# 
Meanwhile,  we  fliall  conclude  this  article,  by 
fubjoining,  for  the  ufe  of  the  botanical  reader, 
the  following  accurate  defcription  of  this  fpecies 
of  the  cinchona. 

Cinchona  Jamaicenfis,  feu  Caribbeana. 

Cinchona  Carribaea,  Lin.  fpec.  plant.  245# 

Fol.  Ovata  integerrima  acuta  enervia,  op- 
poiita. 

Flcr.  Singulares  axillares. 

Cal.  Perianthium  monophyllum,  fuperum, 
quinquefidum,  minimum,  perfiilens,  campanula* 
turn,  obfoletiffime  quinquedentatum. 

Cor .  Monopetala  infundibuliformis.  Tubus  cy* 
lindraceus,  longiffimus.  Limbus  quinque-partitus, 
tubo  aequalis :  Laciniis  ovalis  oblongis,  reflexis, 
quandoque  pendulis. 

Siam.  Filamenta  quinque,  filiformia,  ereda 
c  medio  tubi,  longitudine  corollae,  antherae 
longiffimae  obtufae  ere&ae  fupra  bafin  exterior 
rem,  affixae  in  facie  corollae. 
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Cap if  Bipartibilis  in  duas  partes  difiepimenta 
parallelo  latere  inferiore  dehifcens. 

Sem •  Plurima,  compreffa,  marginata,  oblonga. 

■V  *  |(  .  -  \ 
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Defcription  and  Ufe  of  the  Cabbage~Bark  Tree  of 
Jamaica.  By  William  Wright,  M.D.  F.  R.  S. 
Communicated  by  Richard  Brocklefby,  M.  D* 
F.R.S.  Vid.  P hilofophical  T ranf actions ^  VoL  77® 
Bart  2. 

DISORDERS  arifmg  from  worms  in  the 
alimentary  canal,  are  both  more  frequent 
and  more  violent  in  the  Weft  India  iflands  than 
in  molt  places  of  Britain.  And  nature  has  boun¬ 
tifully  provided  them  with  feveral  anthelmintics 
which  are  not  the  products  of  this  country* 
Among  thefe,  the  cabbage- bark  tree  has  long 
and  defervedly  been  held  in  great  efteern.  Of 
this  vegetable,  however,  no  proper  defcription 
has  hitherto  appeared ;  and  accurate  observations 
v/ere  wanting  refpe&ing  the  different  forms  in 
which  it  could  bed  be  exhibited  in  the  practice 
of  medicine.  Both  thefe  defers  Doctor  Wright 

has 
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has  very  fully  fupplied  in  the  paper  before  us. 
And  to  his  accuracy  and  induftry,  the  philofo- 
phical,  as  well  as  the  medical  world,  are  in  this, 
as  well  as  many  other  particulars,  very  much  in¬ 
debted. 

The  cabbage-bark,  or  worm-bark  tree,  to 
which  he  has  given  the  botanical  title  of  Geof- 
fraea  Jamaicenfis  Incrmis,  grows,  he  obferves,  in 
mod  parts  of  Jamaica,  but  particularly  abounds 
in  the  low  Savannahs  of  St  Mary  and  St  George. 
It  might,  perhaps,  have  been  confidered  as  a  new 
genus  in  the  vegetable  kingdom  ;  but  a  defire 
of  avoiding  the  multiplication  of  genera,  and  the 
iiear  refemblance  which  it  has  to  the  Geoffraca 
fpinofa  of  Linnaeus,  were  the  reafons  for  bellow¬ 
ing  upon  it  the  botanical  title  here  ufed. 

According  to  Doftor  Wright,  this  tree  riles 
to  a  confiderable  height,  but  is  of  no  great  thick- 
nefs ;  and  it  fends  off  its  branches  about  the  top 
of  a  ftraight  fmooth  trunk.  The  leaves,  when 
young,  are  of  a  light  green  hue  ;  when  full  grown, 
of  a  dark  green  colour  ;  and,  before,  they  drop, 
of  a  rufty  appearance.  The  flower-fpike  is  long, 
and  beautifully  branched.  The  flowers  are  nu¬ 
merous  ;  their  calyces  are  of  a  dark  purple  co¬ 
lour,  and  their  petals  of  the  colour  of  the  pale 

X 
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ifofe.  The  pericarpium  is  a  green  hard  fruit  of 
the  fize  of  the  fmalier  plumb.  The  fkiri  is  of  the 
thicknefs  of  a  crown  piece,,  and  taftes  very  au~ 
ftere,  and  the  kernel  is  covered  with  a  brown 
fkin,  like  that  of  other  nuts.  Do&or  Wright  is 
of  opinion,  that  the  nectaria  mufl  contain  much 
honey,  as  thoufands  of  bees,  beetles,  butter-flies, 
and  humming  birds,  are  continually  feeding  on 
it.  .-v 

The  wood  of  this  tree  is,  we  are  told,  em¬ 
ployed  for  feveral  different  purpofes,  but  it  is 
valued  chiefly  for  its  bark,  which  is  externally  of 
a  grey  colour,  and  in  the  infide  black  and  fur¬ 
rowed.  To  the  tafte  this  bark  is  mucilaginous, 
fweet,  and  infipid.  Its  ffnell,  however,  is  rather 
difagreeable,  and  it  retains  it  in  the  deco&ion  5 
hence  it  has  by  fome  been  called  the  Bulge-wa« 
ter  tree. 

The  anthelmintic  quality  of  this  bark  is  now 
eftabliflied  by  the  experience  of  feveral  ages. 
Befides  being  in  general  ufe  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
it  now  begins  to  be  known  in  Europe.  Accu¬ 
rate  obfervations,  therefore,  refpe&ing  its  exhi¬ 
bition  muff  be  of  great  utility. 

Do£tor  Wright  obferves,  that  he  has  employ¬ 
ed  it  in  the  different  forms  of  decoction,  fyrup, 
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powder,  and  extraft,  and  he  gives  forne  remarks 
on  each. 

For  making  the  deco&ion,  he  advifes  one 
ounce  of  frefh  dried,  or  well  preferved  cabbage 
bark,  to  be  boiled  in  a  quart  of  water,  over  a 
flow  fire,  till  the  water  be  of  an  amber  colour, 
or  rather  like  deep  coloured  Madeira  wine.  It 
is  then  to  be  drained  off,  and  fweetened  with  fu- 
gar  for  immediate  ufe. 

From  this  deco&ion,  by  the  addition  of  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  fugar,  the  fyrup  is  made  $  and, 
although  the  deco&ion  itfelf  does  not  keep  many 
days,  this  will  retain  its  virtue  for  years. 

An  extrad  may  be  formed  by  evaporating  the 
decoction  in  balneo  mariae,  to  a  proper  confid¬ 
ence  ;  but,  during  the  preparation,  it  mud  be 
carefully  dirred,  .to  prevent  the  refinous  part,  on 
which  its  efficacy  probably  depends,  from  rifihg 
to  the  top. 

When  the  bark  is  well  dried,  it  is  eafily  redu¬ 
ced  to  a  powder,  which  much  refembles  that  of 
Jallap,  although  it  be  not  of  equal  fpecific  gra¬ 
vity. 

From  the  narcotic  effeft  which  this  anthelmin¬ 
tic  has.  Doctor  Wright  advifes,  that  it  fhould  al¬ 
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ways*  at  firft,  be  ufed  in  fmall  dofes.  And  thd 
obvious  operation  to  be  expe&ed  from  it  is,  that 
of  exciting  naufea.  He  tells  us,  that  a  ftrong 
healthy  perfon  may,  at  firft,  take  four  table  fpoon- 
fuls  of  the  deco&ion  or  fyrup  ;  three  grains  of 
the  extraft,  or  thirty  grains  of  the  powder,  for  a 
dofe ;  and  children  of  two  or  three  years  old 
may  take  a  table  fpoonful  of  the  deco&ion  or  fy¬ 
rup,  one  grain  of  the  extract,  or  ten  grains  of 
the  powder;  and,  for  intermediate  periods  of 
life,  the  dofe  with  which  the  patient  begins  may 
be  accommodated  to  the  age ;  but,  if  fuch  a  dofe 
does  not  excite  naufea,  the  quantity  may  be  in* 
creafed  till  that  effe&  is  produced.  If,  during 
the  operation  of  this  medicine,  the  patient  fhall 
drink  cold  water,  it  is  apt  to  occafion  ficknefs, 
vomiting,  fever,  and  delirium.  When  thefe 
fymptoms  take  place,  either  from  this  caufe,  or 
from  an  over-dofe,  the  ftomach  muft  be  wafhed 
with  warm  water,  the  patient  muft  be  fpeedily 
purged  with  caftor  oil,  and  beverage  of  lime  juice 
muft  be  ufed  plentifully  as  common  drink.  For, 
according  to  Doftor  Wright,  the  vegetable  acid 
is  a  powerful  antidote  in  this  cafe,  as  well  as  in 
cafes  where  an  over  dofe  of  opium  has  been 
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Although  the  cabbage-bark  may  be  ufed  in 
all  the  different  forms  mentioned,  yet  our  author 
obferves,  that  the  decodion  is  chiefly  given  in 
Jamaica,  and  that  it  feldom  fails  to  perform  every 
thing  that  can  be  expeded  from  an  anthelmintic 
medicine. 

In  a  former  number  of  this  work,  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  fome  praditioners  at  Edinburgh  had 
found  it  to  excite  violent  vomiting,  and  that 
Ibme  praditioners  at  London  had  obferved  from 
it  a  confiderable  difcharge  of  urine.  No  fuck 
eflfeds,  however,  are  obferved  from  it  in  the 
Weft  Indies;  and  Dodor  Wright  is  difpofed  to 
believe,  that  thefe  are  the  confequences  of  its 
i  being  ufed  in  a  mouldy  ftate.  The  effed  moft 
obvious  from  it  is  that  of  purging  brilkly.  This 
j  efpecially  happens  when  it  is  given  in  powder; 
tbut  in  this  way,  Dodor  Wright  obferves,  that 
» it  does  not  feem  to  kill  worms  fo  well  as  in  de~ 
ilcodion. 


Dodor  Wright  concludes  his  paper  with  ob~ 
iferving,  that  fatal  accidents  have  fometimes  hap* 
Opened  from  the  imprudent  adminiftration  of  this 
(.bark ;  yet,  fince  this  is  alfo  the  cafe  with  many 
pother  of  the  beft  medicines,  he  is  inclined  to  look 

upon 
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upon  it  as  a  valuable  addition  to  the  materia  me- 
dica. 

Of  the  cabbage-bark  tree,  Doctor  Wright  has 

- 

given  the  following  botanical  defcription. 

Geoffraea  Jamaicenfis  inermis. 

Fol.  Oppofita  oblongo-ovata  ternata  accumi* 
nata,  fuperne  glabra,  inferne  enervia,  petiolis  bre- 
vibus. 

*  * 

CaL  Perianthium  monophyllum,  campanu- 
latum,  leviffime  quinque-partitum,  laciniis  ovatis 
brevibus. 

Cor •  Papilionacea.  Vexillum  fubrotundum, 
concavum.  Alae  obtufae  concavae  longitudinc 

vexilli.  Carina  ovata  patens  in  duabus  partibus 
leviffime  divifa. 

Stam.  Diadelpha,  decern,  filiformia,  in  calyce 
Inferta,  longitudine  alarum.  Antherae  fubrotun- 
dae. 

✓ 

Fiji ,  Subulatum  filiforme  ;  Stigma  nullum,, 
germen  ovato-oblongum  compreffum. 

Per,  Drupa  fubovata,  magna. 

Sent,  Nux  fubovata  fublignca,  fulco  utrinquc: 
longitudinal*!,  bivalvis* 
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VII. 

.  * 

Differ  tatio  Me  die  a  de  Methodo  Medendi  Variolae , 
praecipue  auxilio  Mercurii .  AuElore  Thoma 

Fowler,  Societ •  Med .  Edin .  Soc, 

_  / 

I  v  .  »■ 'r-  „  ■  ’  v 

AM  O  N  G  the  numerous  inaugural  difierta- 
tions  which  are  publifhed  at  Edinburgh, 
we  have  oftener  than  once  prefented  our  readers 
with  an  analyfis  of  fuch  as  we  thought  beft  me¬ 
rited  the  attention  of  the  public.  Thefe  almofl 
folely  confided  of  fuch  as  contained  ingenious 
experimental  inquiries  on  fubjedts,  drictly  Speak¬ 
ing,  rather  philosophical  than  medical:  And, 

I'"''0  i 

while  they  afforded  proof  of  the  induftry  and 

ability  of  the  authors,  they,  at  the  fame  time,  fer- 
:  ved  to  through  new  light  on  intricate  and  impor¬ 
tant  fubjedts.  They  have,  however,  been,  in 
i  general,  the  works  of  young  men,  who  wanted 
>,  experience  in  the  pradtice  of  medicine.  But, 
i  while  the  prefent  treats  of  a  Subject  purely  of  a 
practical  nature,  it  is,  at  the  fame  time,  the  work 
i  of  one,  who,  from  long  and  extenfive  practice, 
Jihas  been  enabled  to  deliver  the  refuit  of  judn 
q|  cious  and  accurate  observation# 
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Although  the  pra&ice  of  Inoculation  has  been 
attended  with  the  moft  beneficial  effects  in  ren¬ 
dering  the  fm all-pox  a  much  lefs  mortal  difeafe, 
yet  this  practice  is  by  no  means  fo  general,  that 
bad  cafes,  from  accidental  infe&ion,  do  not  fre¬ 
quently  occur*  The  great  object  of  the  prefent 
differtation  is  to  deliver  proper  rules  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  fuch,  and  to  eftablifh  the  power  of  mer¬ 
cury  as  a  fpecific  againft  this  contagion. 

In  as  far  as  refpe£fcs  the  treatment,  Doctor 
Fowler  thinks  that  the  fmall-pox  may  be  moft 
properly  di  vided  into  three  ft  ages. 

ift,  The  eruptive  ftage,  extending  from  the 
firft  acceflion  of  the  eruptive  fever  to  the  termi¬ 
nation  of  the  eruption. 

2 d9  The  inflammatory  ftage,  extending  from 
the  time  that  the  eruption  is  compleated,  till  figns 

of  debility  or  putrefcency  occur. 

3  d.  The  ftage  of  debility  or  putridity,  extend¬ 
ing  from  the  commencement  of  the  fymptoms  of 
fuch  conditions,  till  the  final  termination  of  the 
difeafe. 

After  laying  down  this  general  divifion,  he 
next  proceeds  to  offer  fome  obfervations  on  the 
treatment  to  be  followed  during  each  of  thefe 

ftages. 
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The  great  objed  which  he  thinks  ought  to  be 
aimed  at  during  the  eruptive  ftage,  is  a  diminu¬ 
tion  of  the  quantity  of  variolous  matter  in  the 
fyftem.  And  this,  he  thinks,  is  to  be  effeded  in 
two  ways:  By  exhibiting  mercury  as  a  ipecific, 
and  by  moderating  the  re-adion  of  the  fyftem 
by  the  ufe  of  cathartics,  gentle  diaphoretics,  opi¬ 
ates,  blood-letting,  antiphlogiftic  regimen,  but 
efpecially  by  light  clothing,  acefcent  watery  li¬ 
quors,  and  pure  free  air.  , 

;  '  l 

From  the  perfuafion  that  mercury  operates  as 
a  fpecific,  he  holds  that  it  ought  to  be  exhibited 
in  as  great  quantities,  during  the  eruptive  fever, 
as  the  inteftines  and  fyftem  can  bear.  And  for 
that  purpofe  he  recommends  the  following  for¬ 
mulae  : 

&  Mercurii  dulcis  fublimati  ppt.  drachmam  dimidiam 
:  Pilularum  ex  colocynthide  cum  aloe  drachmam  unam 
J  Contundendo  bene  mifce,  ut  fiat  mafia  pilularis. 

Dofis  pro  adultis  circiter  drachmam  dimidiam 
jj  Dofis  pro  aegris,  annos  decern  natis,  circiter  fcrupu- 
lum  unum. 

Mercurii  dulcis  fublimati,  ppt. 

5  Pulveris  radicis  jalappi 

Florum  fulphuris,  fingulorum  drachmam  unam. 
Diligenter  mifce. 

Dofi$ 
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Dolls  pro  aegris  annos  quinque  babentibus,  grana 

quindecim. 

- -anncs  tres  habentibus,  grana  duodecim. 

«*— — - infantibus  annum  unum  natis,  grana odfco. 

rv.v-  * r i*vf  to  ’  .  '■*.'*  ’L  *■  . w  *-p  *  .■ ■  v*,, 

*  4Li  wv-  •'*  ••  •  -*N' 

With  regard  to  infants,  he  lays  it  down  as  an 
imiverfal  rule,  that  three  fourths  of  the  dofe  are 
to  be  given  at  firfl,  and  the  remainder  at  the  end 

of  four  hours,  if  loofenefs  has  not  come  on  before 

*  r .  >  • 

that.  He  advifes  that  this  mercurial  purgative 
fhould  be  repeated  every  fecond  day.  And  on 
thofe  days  on  which  no  purgative  is  taken,  he 
orders  for  an  adult  five  grains  of  the  common 
mercurial  pill  of  the  London  college,  or  ten 
grains  of  that  of  Edinburgh,  and  for  younger 
patients  in  proportion  to  the  age. 

With  refpedf  to  moderating  the  readhon  of 
the  fyftem,  the  diredtions  which  he  gives  con¬ 
cerning  the  ufe  of  cathartics,  diaphoretics,  blood¬ 
letting,  and  the  like,  are  very  much  the  fame 
with  thofe  laid  down  by  other  pra&itioners.  But 
we  ought,  perhaps,  to  confider  it  as,  in  fome 
meafure,  a  peculiarity  in  modern  pradtice,  when 
he  advifes  a  dofe  of  liquid  laudanum  to  be  given 
every  night  after  the  operation  of  the  cathartic. 

During  the  fecond  ftage,  our  author  advifes, 

that  the  attention  of  the  pradtitioner  be  dire&ed 

towards 
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towards  obtaining  a  laudable  fuppitration.  And 
this,  he  imagines,  is  chiefly  to  be  brought  about 
by  continuing  the  ufe  of  the  mercury,  and  by 
counteracting  the  effects  of  irritation  refuitirig 
From  cutaneous  inflammation. 

During  the  third  and  laft  ftage,  a  laudable  fup- 
puration  is  only  to  be  obtained  by  counteracting 
the  difpofition  to  debility  arid  to  putridity.  For 
this  purpofe,  the  Peruvian  bark,  acid  elixir  of 
vitriol,  wine,  and  opiates,  are  to  be  confiriered 
as  the  principal  aids.  But,  befides  thefe,  he  fur¬ 
ther  advifes,  that  the  patient  ufe  for  ailment  fa¬ 
rinaceous  and  acefcent  food,  and  for  drink,  aci¬ 
dulated  and  watery  fluids.  And  he  confiders 
it  as  further  necdfary,  that  care  be  taken  to  a- 
void  the  accumulation  of  variolous  matter  on  the 
furface  of  the  body,  to  avoid  unufual  evacuations, 
arid  to  keep  the  belly  gently  open.  Befides  thefe 
means,  in  feme  inftances  it  is  alfo  neceflary  to 
have  recourfe  to  blifters*, 

While  he  imagines  that,  during  the  two  for- 
itner  flages,  this  difeafe  is  to  be  treated  as  inflam¬ 
matory,  he  confiders  it  during  this  ftage,  when 
the  firiall-pox  are  of  the  confluent  kind,  as  affu- 
ming  the  form  of  a  typhus.  Hence  then  a  very 

jl  VoLi  V.  No.  20.  E  e  e  different 
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different  mode  of  treatment  becomes  necefTary* 
and  in  place  of  farther  endeavouring  to  moderate 
reaction,  all  evacuation  muff  be  avoided,  and  en¬ 
deavours  employed  for  fupporting  the  vis  vitae 
and  general  tone  of  the  fyftem,  With  thefe  in¬ 
tentions  the  dire&ions  which  he  delivers  refpec- 
ting  the  ufe  of  Peruvian  bark,  wine,  opiates, 
and  other  remedies,  are  little  different  from 
what  are  delivered  by  the  greater  part  of  the 
moderns. 

Befides  the  particulars  already  mentioned,  Dr 
Fowler  obferves,  that  much  might  alfo  be  faid 
refpe&ing  the  means  to  be  employed  for  miti¬ 
gating  anomalous  fymptoms.  But,  as  his  prin¬ 
cipal  object  in  this  dilfertation  was  to  eftabiifh 
the  power  of  mercury  as  a  fpecific,  witnout  en¬ 
tering  on  the  confiberation  of  thefe,  he  concludes 
this  effay  by  offering  fome  arguments  in  fup- 
port  of  this  opinion.  Of  thefe  the  following 
are  the  principal. 

i.  He  has  uniformly  obferved,  that,  when  pa¬ 
tients  under  the  procefs  of  inoculation  had  taken 

•  "  i  ,  -  - 

calomel  by  way  of  purgative,  to  fu  ;h  an  extent  as 
gently  to  affect  the  mouth,  the  difeafe  was  inva¬ 
riably  mild. 

2.  He 
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2.  He  has  found  that,  when  ftnall  dofes  of 
calomel  were  given  to  fuch  an  extent  as  to  af- 
fed  the  mouth  without  inducing  catharfis,  the 
difeafe  was  equally  mild  as  when  it  had  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  producing  evacuation  by  (tool. 

3.  He  has  remarked,  that,  although  the  num¬ 
ber  of  putties  from  inoculation,  where  no  mer¬ 
cury  was  taken,  be  often  but  inconfiderable  ;  yet, 
in  confequence  of  the  ufe  of  mercury,  they  never 
fail  to  become  more  mild,  and  to  terminate  foon- 
er  than  would  otherwife  be  the  cafe, 

4.  He  has  oftener  than  once  had  occafion  to 
exhibit  mercury  to  children  in  families  where  the 
fmall-pox  were  particularly  fevere,  with  the  view 
of  their  being  afterwards  inoculated  ;  but,  from 
the  occurrence  of  accidental  contagion  at  the 
time,  the  operation  has  been  prevented.  And* 
in  thefe  cafes,  the  difeafe  affumed  the  fame  mild 
form  as  if  the  infe&ion  had  been  given  by  ino¬ 
culation. 

5.  He  has  often  exhibited  to  patients,  after 
they  were  affected  with  the  fymptoms  of  fmall- 
pox  without  inoculation,  calomel,  in  full  dofes  as 
a  cathartic,  with  remarkable  fuccefs,  the  quanti¬ 
ty  of  the  eruption  never  being  fo  great  as  might 

I  be  concluded  from  the  preceding  fymptoms. 
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To  thefe  arguments,  drawn  from  his  own  ob« 
fervation,  he  fubjoins  the  fentiments  of  fevers! 
eminent  pra&itioners,  which  feem  to  confirm  the 
fame  do&rine,  particularly  thofe  of  Boerhaave, 
Tennent,  Mead,  Tomlinfon,  Blake,  and  Lett- 
fome.  And  he  concludes  his  obfervations  on 
this  fybje£t,  by  anfwering  fome  objections  which 
may  be  brought  againft  this  doCtrine,  particular¬ 
ly  thofe  drawn  from  cafes  where  the  difeafe  has 
been  very  flight  from  inoculation  without  the 
life  of  mercury,  and  thofe  where  patients  had 
been  attacked  with  the  fmalbpox  during  a  mer¬ 
curial  coarfe  for  other  difeafes,  not  withftan  ding 
which,  this  affeCtion  was  very  fevere.  In  anfwer 

to  the  firft,  he  propofes  many  circumftances 

■  - 

which  mud  at  leaf!  create  doubt ;  and  the  latter 
he  confiders  as  a  very  rare  occurrence.  Hence 
he  thinks  it  might,  with  equal  juftice,  be  con¬ 
tended,  that  mercury  does  not  cure  lues  venerea, 
or  Peruvian  bark  intermittent  fevers,  becaufe 
thefe  aifo  fometimes  fail.  While,  therefore,  he 
confiders  thefe  objections  as  of  no  weight,  he 
views  the  doctrine  of  the  fpecific  power  of  mer¬ 
cury  againft  the  variolous  infection,  as  eftablifhed 
both  by  the  fentiments  of  others,  and  his  own 

©bfervation. 
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SECT.  II. 

Medical  Obfervations. 
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Some  Remarks  on  the  Treatment  of  Hydrocephalus 
Interms,  fugge fled  by  a  perufal  of  Do£tor  Per- 
cival’j  paper  on  that  Subjell  in  thei  8th  Humber 
of  the  Medical  Commentaries .  In  two  Letters  to 

.  Cr.  T,  i,  VJ  ',.iv  <  ’  .  .  ‘  1  .  ' 

Dr  Duncan, Samuel  Foart  Simmons, M.D. 

#v»vfe  '  ’  ,  •  -i  1  '"•<*  -  w’  •  *■  x  ■  '•  ;  •'  . 

.  V  ■  .  •  .  ;;  •->/ 

I  Do  not  in  the  leaft  hefitate  to  communicate 
to  you  the  ideas  that  occurred  to  me  on  read* 
ing  Do&or  PercivaPs  obfervations  on  hydroce* 
phalus  internus,  in  the  1 8th  number  of  the  Me* 
dical  Commentaries;  becaufe  I  am  perfuaded, 
from  the  candour  which  is  fo  apparent  in  all  the 
writings  of  that  ingenious  and  celebrated  phyfi- 

E  e  e  3  cian^ 
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cian,  that  he  will  not  be  difpleafed  with  a  few 
reflexions,  which  are  tranfmitted  to  you  from  no 
other  motive,  than  a  defire  to  afcertain  what  de¬ 
gree  of  confidence  may  be  placed  in  the  method 
of  treatment  he  recommends,  in  a  difeafe  which 
is  confeffedly  fo  fatal,  and  which  has  hitherto 
baffled  the  attempts  of  the  ableft  and  moft  ex¬ 
perienced  phyficians. 

I  fufpeX  that  DoXor  Percival,  by  confining 
his  views  chiefly  to  the  effeXs  of  the  mercurial 
friXions,  in  the  cafe  he  relates,  has  overlooked 
the  effeXs  of  the  other  remedies  he  employed; 
and  particularly  of  the  blifters,  which  were  fo 
liberally  applied,  and  fo  uniformly  produXive  of 
relief*  This  will  the  more  clearly  appear,  if  we 
take  a  curfory  view  of  DoXor  PercivaPs  very 
accurate  journal  of  the  cafe,  in  which,  or  I  am 
greatly  deceived,  it  is  much  eafier  to  trace  the 
good  effeXs  of  the  veficatories  applied  to  the 
head  ana  back,  than  any  beneficial  operation  of 
the  mercury*  DoXor  Percival  informs  us,  that, 
previous  to  his  fir  ft  vifit  on  the  4th  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  a  blifier  had  been  applied ,  during  the  action 
of  which,  the  patient  was  thought  to  be  much  bet¬ 
ter  ^  but  that  he  foon  reiapfed  into  his  former  hate. 
Dn  the  fame  day,  recourfe  was  had  to  the  un- 

guentqm 
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guentum  mercuriale  mitius,  ten  grains  of  which 
were  dire&ed  to  be  rubbed  into  his  thighs  every 
three  hours  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  mufk  was 
given  to  allay  the  convulfive  fymptoms  ;  fmall  blifters 
were  applied  on  each  fide  of  the  head ,  juft  below 
the  tumour  of  the  bregma ,  and  a  folded  rag,  fre • 
quently  moiftened  with  brandy ,  was  laid  upon  the 
tumour ,  to  promote  abjorption .  Another  veficatory 
had  been  applied  to  the  leg ,  and  an  emetic  had 
been  given ,  which  had  difeharged  a  great  quantity 
of  bile .  The  next  day,  at  five  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  the  tumour  was  fenfibly  diminifhed, 
and  the  child’s  mouth  moift,  and  often  filled  with 
faliva,  and  his  tongue  appeared  to  be  fwollen. 
The  ingenious  writer  aferibes  thefe  effe&s  to  the 
two  fcruples  of  mercurial  ointment  that  had  been 
rubbed  in  ;  although  he  informs  us,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  a  large  difeharge  of  ferum  had  been  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  blifters ,  and  that  another  blifler  was 
dire&ed  to  be  applied  to  the  head.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  day,  (September  the  6th),  the  flupor  and 
other  fymptoms  were  confiderably  abated,  and 
the  child  was  able  to  difiinguifh  taftes,  and  to 
fwallow  freely.  Half  a  dram  more  of  the  oint¬ 
ment  had  been  confumed.  On  the  7th,  there 
was  an  evident  mitigation  of  all  the  fymptoms. 

E  e  e  4  The 
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The  child9 s  head  had  fweated  profufely ,  and  the 
bhfters  had  run  much •  The  tumour  of  the  breg¬ 
ma  was  connderably  reduced.  In  the  evening, 
the  convuliions  recurred  with  violence,  and  con¬ 
tinued  all  night.  On  the  8th,  the  mercurial 
ointment  had  rendered  his  gums  and  tongue  fore, 
and  very  moift,  though  his  breath  was  not  of- 
fenfive  :  A  blijler  was  applied  to  the  occiput .  On 
the  10th,  (Do&or  Percival  not  having  been  able 
to  fee  him  on  the  9th),  he  found  the  child  better* 
He  had  paffed  two  nights  free  from  convuliions* 
The  blijler  applied  to  the  occiput,  like  the  others, 
had  produced  a  very  copious  dijcharge ,  and  the  tu¬ 
mour  oi  the  head  was  fcarcely  perceptible.  On 
the  1  ith,  the  convulfions  were  violent.  Four 

■  9  * 

teeth  were  feen  nearly  protruding  through  the 
gums.  About  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  the 

i  1 

child  died  Doctor  Percival  afcribes  the  convul- 

'  ■  •  »  ,  .. 

fions,  under  which  the  child  expired,  to  the  irri¬ 
tation  of  the  gums  by  the  protrufion  of  four 
teeth,  rather  than  to  any  remaining  water  in  the 
brain,  the  tumour  of  the  head  having  entirely 
dilappeared.  But  1  would  beg  leave  to  alk  the 
ingenious  writer,  Whether  the  exhibition  of  the 
mercury  might  not  keep  up  and  increafe  fuch  an, 
irritation  ?  It  feems  to  have  been  employed  in  a 

fufficient 
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fufficient  quantity  to  render  the  parts  about  the 
mouth  fore  and  painful,  although  the  breath 
does  not  appear  .to  have  been  rendered  offenftve, 
nor  any  confiderable  flow  of  faliva  excited  by  it. 
I  have  had  occafion  to  remark,  that,  in  infancy, 
when  the  general  irritability  of  the  fydem  is  fo 
great,  particular  organs  are  not  affefted  by  their 
peculiar  flimuli  fo  readily,  and  independently  of 
the  reft  of  the  fyftem,  as  they  are  in  more  ad- 
yanced  life,  when  the  general  irritability  is  dimi- 
nifhed.  Thus,  for  example,  a  falivation  from  the 
ufe  of  mercury,  in  very  young  fubjedts,  has  fome- 
times  been  preceded  by  convulfions;  whereas,  in 
the  generality  of  adults,  it  is  attended  with  no 
other  fyrnptoms  than  what  the  affeclion  of  the 
parts  about  the  mouth  may  naturally  be  expec¬ 
ted  to  excite  in  the  reft  of  the  fyftem.  I  am, 
therefore,  induced  to  be  of  opinion,  that,  in  Doc¬ 
tor  PerciyaPs  patient,  the  diminution  of  the  tu¬ 
mour  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  a&ion  of  the  biif- 
ters,  and,  in  fome  meafure,  perhaps,  to  the  rag 
dipped  in  brandy  ;  nor  ought  the  emetic  to  be 
forgotten  here,  which,  by  its  operation,  is  known 
to  be  fo  powerful  a  promoter  of  abforption. 
Mercury,  no  doubt,  as  the  learned  writer  ob- 
feryes,  by  ftjmulating  the  falivary  glands,  might 

diniinifh 


diminifti  the  fluid  difcharges  in  the  ventricles  of 
the  brain ;  but,  in  the  cafe  alluded  to,  there  does 
not  feem  to  have  been  any  confiderable  flow  of 
faiiva ;  and,  at  any  rate,  the  ferous  difcharge 
from  a  blifter,  and  that  applied  near  to  the  feat 
of  the  difeafc,  would  furely  produce  fuch  an  ef¬ 
fect  with  more  certainty.  I  am  the  more  ready 
to  adopt  this  mode  of  thinking,  becaufe,  I  re¬ 
member,  dur  ng  my  flay  at  Geneva,  to  have  been 
told  by  Dodtor  Odier,  and  other  phyficians  there, 
that  thev  had  fucceeded  in  the  cure  of  feveral 

a 

cafes  of  hydrocephalus  internus,  by  means  of  a 
large  blifter  applied  to  the  head.  And  I  have 
lately  had  occafion  to  fee  an  unhappy  cafe  of 
this  fort,  in  which  a  blifter  applied  in  that  way 
proved  powerfully  palliative ;  but  the  difeafe  had 
made  too  great  a  progrefs  to  yield  effedlually  to 
any  remedies,  and  the  patient  died. 

It  is  difficult  to  afcertain  the  effcdls  of  any  re¬ 
medy,  when  other  adtive  ones  are  adminiftered 
at  the  fame  time.  Were  the  public  informed  of 
the  whole  of  the  method  adopted  by  Dodtor 
Bobfon  of  Liverpool,  in  the  cafe  communicated 
by  him  to  Bodlor  Percival,  and  which,  it  feems, 
fuggefted  to  the  latter  the  idea  of  adminiftering 
mercury  in  fuch  a  quantity  as  to  falivate,  we 
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might  be  enabled,  perhaps,  to  fpeak  with  more 
precifion  on  this  fubjeft.  If  it  fhould  appear  that 
Doctor  Dobfon  owed  his  fuccefs  folely  to  the 
ufe  of  mercury,  it  ought  certainly  to  encourage 
us  to  make  other  fimilar  trials  5  but,  if  it  was 
combined,  as  in  the  cafe  related  by  Doctor  Fer- 
cival,  with  antifpafmodics  and  blifters,  will  it  not 
rather  tend  to  confirm  the  opinion  I  have  ven¬ 
tured  to  hint,  that  more  flrefs  ought  to  be  laid 
on  the  latter  of  thefe,  than  on  any  other  part  of 
the  procefs,  and  that  the  ufe  of  mercurial  fric¬ 
tions,  in  thefe  melancholy  cafes,  ought  to  be  cau- 
tiouily  adopted  ? 

\  /  -  ij  t  1  . •  , 

*  *  *  *  * 

Since  I  had  the  pleafure  of  writing  my  former 
letter  to  you  on  the  fubje£t  of  hydrocephalus  in- 
ternus,  I  have  met  with  fome  obfervations  on  that 
difeafe,  by  Doctor  Ambrofe  Dawfon,  which 
greatly  tend  to  corroborate  the  opinion  I  ven¬ 
tured  to  communicate  to  you.  Doctor  Dawfon 
lays  great  flrefs  on  the  exhibition  of  opiates  in 
thefe  cafes,  probably  with  a  view  to  obviate  fpafm; 
but  he  by  no  means  negle&s  the  ufe  of  blifters. 

*  Cover  the  whole  head  with  a  blifter ;  apply 

Q  bliflers 
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e  blifters  behind  the  ears,  and  keep  them  all 
c  open/  Xhefe  are  a  part  of  his  general  direo 
tions.  And,  although  in  two  cafes  which  termi¬ 
nated  fuccefsfully,  Do&or  Dawfon  feems  to  a- 
fcribe  the  cure  to  theriaca  andromachi,  (the  me¬ 
dicine  on  which  he  tells  us  he  chiefly  depended), 
yet  we  are  told  that  blifters,  both  to  the  head 
and  arms,  had  been  applied  during  the  courfe  of 
the  difeafe  y  and,  in  another  patient,  who  like- 
wife  recovered  after  taking  freely  of  the  theriaca, 
blifters  were  repeatedly  applied  behind  the  ears, 
and  to  the  occiput.  As  the  volume  containing 
this  interefting  paper  is,  probably,  already  in  your 
hands,  I  {hall  make  no  other  references  to  it.  I 
cannot  help  obferving,  however,  that  Do&or 
Dawfon’s  plan  bids  fair  to  be  more  fuccefsful 
than  any  that  has  as  yet  been  fuggefted  for  the 
treatment  of  this  difeafe.  Blifters,  liberally  ap¬ 
plied,  and  particularly  to  the  head,  will,  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  be  of  great  utility,  by  promo- 

v.  *  . 

ting  abforption,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  obviating 
fpafm  :  And  this  latter  indication  will  be  more 
fully  anfwered  by  a  prudent  ufe  of  opium.  The 
occafional  ufe  of  a  laxative  clyfter,  and  the  a- 
voiding  every  thing  that  may  difturb  or  reduce 
the  patient,  feems  likewife  to  be  no  immaterial 
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part  of  the  plan,  and  far  preferable  to  the  diure¬ 
tics  and  purgatives  which  have  been  hitherto  a- 
dopted. 


Obfervations  on  the  Hepatitis .  By  Doctor  John 
Clarke,  Fhyfician  at  Newcaftie. 

AGAINST  inflammation  of  the  liver  refill¬ 
ing  the  ufual  treatment,  I  have,  for  fome 
years  pafl,  exhibited  merChry  with  the  greateft 
fuccefs.  When  venefedtion,  the  repeated  ufe  of 
cooling  purgatives,  and  a  blitter  to  the  feat  of 
pain,  have  no  effect,  I,  without  further  hefita- 
tion,  give  mercury,  nearly  in  the  fame  manner 
as  recommended  in  the  Eaft  Indies  *.  One 
cafe,  only,  in  this  country,  has  happened  in  the 
circle  of  my  pra&ice,  where  the  remedy  failed, 
when  adminiftered  before  fymptoms  of  fuppura- 
tion  appeared.  During  the  mercurial  courfe,  I 
generally  prefcribe  a  fufficient  number  of  the 
following  drops  at  bed-time,  to  procure  reft: 

&  Tin&. 

*  Vide  obfervations  on  the  difeafes  which  prevail ta 
the  Eaft  Indies,  page  267. 
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&  Tin£t.  thebaic,  drachmas  duas 

Yin.  antimon.  femunciarm 

Of  ftveral  cafes  which  I  could  adduce  in  fup* 
port  of  the  efficacy  of  the  above  practice,  I  ffial! 
only  fubjoin  the  following,  abridged  from  my 

l  ,  -V  I  ,  '  * 

regifter,  in  which  there  was  fufficient  reafon  to 
dread  that  fuppuration  had,  in  fome  degree, 
taken  place,  and  which  was  remarkable  for  its 
obftinacy,  and  the  great  quantity  of  mercury  ne- 
ceflary  to  effedi  a  cure. 

Daniel  Mackie,  aged  20,  was  fuddenly  feized 
with  a  fliivcring  fit,  fucceeded  by  a  fmart  fever, 
pam  in  the  region  of  the  liver,  and  on  the 
fhoulder  of  the  fame  fide.  A  variety  of  ju« 
dicious  remedies  were  prefer ibed  by  Mr  Gibfon, 

one  of  the  burgeons  to  the  infirmary  here,  but 
without  effedh 

His  complaints  daily  increafing  in  violence,  on 
the  30th  of  April  1776,  I  was  confulted.  Iiis 
difeafe  was  now  of  a  month’s  handing.  He  was 
much  emaciated,  his  countenance  fallen  and 
ghaftly  \  his  pulfe  beat  112  ffrokes  in  a  minute, 
and  he  palTed  refllefs  nights,  and  fweated  much* 
His  belly  was  bound,  his  {fools  were  of  a  white 
.  clay  colour,  and  he  made  his  urine  in  fmall  quan¬ 
tities.  Upon  examination,  I  perceived  a  very 
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large  Swelling  in  the  right  hypochondrium,  ex¬ 
tending  to  the  fcrobiculum  cordis,  and  over  all 
the  epigaftric  region.  The  coftae  nothae  in 
the  right  fide  were  very  much  elevated,  and  the 
integument  retained  the  impreffion  of  the  finger, 
above  the  two  laft  ribs.  The  abdomen,  below 
the  navel,  was  very  loft,  and  in  no  manner  fwell- 
ed.  He  had  a  conftant  pain  in  the  region  of 
the  liver,  and,  when  it  was  prefled,  he  complained 
of  the  moll  exquifite  torture.  He  had  Hill  Some 
pain  in  his  {boulder,  and  could  not  lie  on  the  op« 
pafite  fide.  A  grain  and  a  half  of  calomel  were 
prescribed  night  and  morning,  and  two  Spoonfuls 
of  the  following  mixture  thrice  a  day: 

^  Aq.  Menth.  vulg.  fimp.  uncias  fex 

Sai.  diuret.  drachmas  duas 

■  * 

Syr.  fcillit.  uncias  duas 

May  2.  Having  had  only  one  white  {tool 
Since  laft  vifit,  he  was  directed  to  take  four  of 
the  following  pills  night  and  morning,  and  to 
!  continue  the  diuretic  mixture  regularly: 

Calom.  ppt.  grana  quinque. 

Pulv.  jalap,  femidrachmam. 

Mucil.  gum.  Arab.  q.  f.  f.  pil.  o£!o. 

3.  The  right  hypochondrium  was  fwelled* 
and  the  Subcutaneous  veins  very  turgid  j  and  on 

very 

* 
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very  flight  preflare  betwixt  the  laft  ribs,  he  com¬ 
plained  of  great  pain.  Notwithftanding  the  ufe 
of  the  above  remedies,  he  had  no  ftool,  and  (till 
made  little  or  no  urine.  A  bolus,  with  five  grains 
of  calomel,  was  preferibed  at  bed-time,  and  four 
ounces  of  the  infufum  fenae  fimplicis,  with  half 
&n  ounce  of  fyrupus  de  rhamno,  at  feparate 
draughts  in  the  morning.  A  volatile  campho¬ 
rated  liniment  was  alfo  dire&ed  to  be  applied  to 
the  part  affedted* 

4.  At  night  I  vifited  him,  and  foiind  his  pulfe 
120,  and  feeble.  He  had  only  one  ftool  front 
his  medicines,  but  made  his  urine  in  greater 
quantities.  For  five  nights  paft  he  had  fweated 
much,  but  had  got  little  or  no  fleep.  The  diu¬ 
retic  mixture  and  the  pills,  with  jalap  and  ca¬ 
lomel,  were  repeated,  and  a  fuflicient  number  of 
the  following  drops,  to  procure  reft,  were  order¬ 
ed  to  be  taken  every  night  at  bed-time,  in  a  little 

barley  water  : 

&  Spir.  nit.  dul.  drachmas  duas, 

Tindb  theb.  drachmas  duas.  M. 

6.  Had  feme  reft  laft  night,  makes  his  mind 
very  freely,  and  had  one  {tool,  full  white  j  fwelf- 
ing  the  fame. 
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7.  The  pills  were  continued,  and  a  fpoonfui 
of  fquill  wine  was  ordered  three  times  a  day,  as 

he  became  tired  of  the  diuretic  mixture, 

,  ■ 


10.  Belly  regular  $  makes  his  urine  in  pro¬ 
per  quantities.  In  other  refpecis  no  alteration. 
Four  grains  of  calomel  were  directed  to  be  taken 
regularly  every  night  and  morning. 

1 2.  Being  much  tormented  with  an  acute  pain 
betwixt  the  laft  falfe  ribs  on  the  right  fide,  eight 
ounces  of  blood  were  drawn  from  the  arm, 
which  was  iizy.  The  calomel  was  continued  $ 
and,  as  it  did  not  keep  him  fufficiently  open,  a 
i  purging  draught,  with  inf.  fenae  and  fal.  poly- 
1  chreft.  was  directed  in  the  morning. 


13.  In  the  morning  the  fwelling  appeared 
much  fubfided.  At  night  he  had  three  (tools 
from  the  purgative. 


15.  The  pain  in  the  region  of  the  liver  be¬ 
ing  very  fevere,  he  was  bled  to  fix  ounces.  The 
i  calomel  was  continued. 


22.  The  tumour  much  fubhded.  The  calo¬ 
mel  gives  him  a  {tool  in  the  day,  which  has  now 
a  bilious  appearance. 

28.  He  has  continued  the  calomel  with  little 
or  no  interruption.  He  has  now  fome  fymp- 
Vol.  V.  No.  2c.  Fff  toms 
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toms  of  an  approaching  fallvation.  Swelling  ah 


moft  totally  gone ;  but  he  has  ftill  pain  in  the  re«* 
gion  of  the  liver  when  prefled, 

June  i.  For  three  days  pad  he  has  had  a 

moderate  falivation.  The  fweating  has  left  him, 

- 

and  he  now  begins  to  have  fome  appetite. 


In  a  fortnight,  though  weak,  he  was  able  to 
ufe  a  little  exercife®  The  fwelling  was  totally 
difcufled  $  but,  as  he  complained  of  a  dull  pain, 
at  times,  in  the  region  of  the  liver,  a  feton  was 
made  near  the  parts  affedted.  He  went  into  the 


country  for  the  benefit  of  the  air,  and  of  a  milk 
diet,  and,  in  a  month,  returned  in  perfedt  health. 


III. 

An  account  of  a  large  quantity  of  Blood  evacuated 
by  flooL  By  Dodtor  William  Scot,  Phyfician, 
Hawick,  Roxburghfhire. 

A  Man  between  thirty  and  forty  years  of  age, 
of  a  middle  flze,  and  of  a  robuft  conflitu- 
lion,  by  a  fall  from  a  horfe,  hurt  his  right  fide, 
but  thought  himfelf  little  the  worfe.  Frequently 
after  he  was  troubled  with  colick  pains,  which  he 

imputed 
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imputed  to  wind.  Coming  home  late  at  night* 
about  two  months  after  the  fall,  he  was  feized  with 
one  of  them,  which  increafed  every  hour,  with¬ 
out  vomiting  or  purging  ;  but  he  complained  of  a 
violent  pain  about  the  umbilicus,  and  all  that 
region.  Upon  fending  to  me,  I  ordered  emolli¬ 
ent  injections,  and  an  anodyne  julep,  which  pre- 
fently  gave  him  eafe.  Next  day  1  vifited  him, 
found  him  eafy,  ordered  a  dofe  of  falts,  manna,  and 

*1 

rhubarb,  which  operated  very  well.  Two  days 
after,  he  came  from  his  own  houfe,  three  miles 
diftant,  to  fee  me ;  but  not  finding  me  at  home,  and 
being  fomewhat  out  of  order,  in  returning,  he  was 
feized  with  a  pain  all  through  his  belly,  and  was, 
with  great  difficulty,  carried  home  on  horfeback. 
That  night  he  had  the  injections  and  julep  renewed , 
which  again  relieved  him.  The  fecond  injection 
brought  off  ibrne  hardened  excrements  and  (lime. 

4* 

Immediately  after  this,  he  paffed  by  (tool  near 
two  pounds  of  pure  blood,  and  he  had  a  number 
of  bloody  (tools  all  that  night.  Next  day  when 
I  faw  him,  fome  bloody  difcharge  (till  continued, 
but  mixed  with  excrements.  I  ordered  a  cor¬ 
dial  julep,  and  two  days  after  renewed  the  pur¬ 
gative.  It  was  repeated  two  days  after  this,  and 
freed  him  of  all  his  complaints.  He  has  kept 

F  f  f  2  well 
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well  ever  fince,  and  now  it  is  feveral  years  fince 
he  was  fubje&ed  to  this  affeftion. 


IV. 

An  account  of  the  Dijfedlion  of  an  extraordinary  Tu¬ 
mour  arifing  from  the  fifth  and  fixth  Ribs .  By 
Mr  Samuel  Gillarn  Mills,  Surgeon  at  Green¬ 
wich  in  Kent.  Communicated  to  Do&or  Dun¬ 
can. 

i* 

r  | HOWARD  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1775, 
-8-  Elizabeth  Marfh  applied  to  me  for  relief. 
Her  complaints  were  a  fhortnefs  of  breathing,  a 
cough,  great  pain  at  times  in  her  ftomaeh,  but 
conftantly  in  her  left  fide,  from  whence  proceed¬ 
ed  a  tumour  of  an  extraordinary  magnitude. 
The  poor  woman  informed  me  fhe  had  fallen, 
near  thirteen  years  before,  down  a  pair  of  flairs, 
and  received  a  very  violent  blow  on  her  fide  from 
the  edge  of  a  pail ;  fince  that  time,  fhe  had  con¬ 
tinually  felt,  on  the  part  flruck,  great  pain, 
which  was  at  times  more  or  lefs  fevere.  Six 
years  after  the  accident,  fhe  was  fenfible  of  an 


COMMENTARIES.  431 

external  tumefaction  ;  {he  then  difcerned  a  fmall 
tumour,  which  {lowly  and  infenfibly  increafed,  fo 
that,  at  the  expiration  of  three  years,  it  was  fup« 
pofed  to  be  near  the  fize  of  a  large  egg.  From 
this  period,  to  November  1775,  (a  fpac^  of  five 
years),  it  had  become  fo  very  bulky,  that,  from 
its  weight  alone,  flie  was  incapable  of  doing  her 
ufual  bufinefs.  At  this  time  it  extended  from 
the  fourth  rib,  (reckoning  from  the  clavicle),  to 
the  crifta  of  the  ileum,  on  which  it  feemed  to 
reft.  Its  extent,  crofs-way,  was  about  two  inches 
diftance  from  the  two  vertebrae  that  articulate  with 
the  fifth  and  fixth  ribs,  to  the  cartilages  that  unite 
thofe  ribs  to  the  fternum.  The  whole  tumour 
was  unequal  on  its  furface,  of  an  irregular  form, 
and  felt  of  a  firm  hard  texture.  During  the 
progrefs  of  this  extraordinary  tumour,  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  health  gradually  declined.  November 
20th  1776,  {he  died,  and  the  day  after  I  had  per- 
miftion  to  infpeCt  the  body. 

On  removing  the  integuments,  the  furface  of 
the  tumour  feemed  ftudded  over  with  knobs 
of  a  glafty,  horn-like  appearance,  but  eafily  di¬ 
vided  by  the  knife.  On  diffeClion,  I  found  the 
whole  tumour  to  originate  from  the  fifth  and 
fixth  ribs.  The  fourth  and  feventh  ribs  were  in 

Fff  3 
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a  found  ftate.  I  divided  the  cartilages  that  con- 
necl  the  fourth,  fifth ,  and  fixth  ribs  to  the  fter- 
num,  and  forced  the  ribs  backwards,  fo  as  to 
procure  an  infide  view  of  the  thorax,  the  cavity 
of  which  I  found  to  be  much  diminifhed  by  the 
intruhon  of  the  difeafe,  and  it  contained  about  a 
pint  of  bloody  ferum.  The  pleura,  throughout 
the  left  fide,  was  exceedingly  thickened,  and  al- 
mod  infeparably  adhered  to  the  tumour.  The 
heart  was  thruft  under  the  fternum,  the  lungs 
were  confiderably  diminifhed,  and  a  fmall  portion 
fo  firmly  attached  to  the  pleura,  that  it  was  with 
difficulty  feparatea.  Toward  the  lower  part  of 
the  thorax,  the  tumour  preffed  upon*  the  dia¬ 
phragm  and  flomach.  On  feparatmg  the  fifth 
and  fixth  ribs  from  the  back,  the  whole  difeafe 
was  removed,  and  weighed  fourteen  pounds* 
On  cutting  into  its  fubflance,  there  iffued  from 
the  center,  and  from  that  part  that  had  lain  pen¬ 
dent  towards  the  flomach,  a  gelatinous  fluid* 
The  reft  of  the  tumour  was  compofed  of  a-fub- 
ftance  exactly  refembling  an  incompleat  callus,  of 
an  uniform  firmnefs.  From  the  exterior  parts, 
to  the  center,  was  a  regular  progrefs  from  the 
firm  hard  texture  to  the  gelatinous  fluid.-  On 

cleaning  the  fifth  rib,  which  alone  I  had  leave  to 

take 
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lake  away,  and  from  which  the  greateft  part  of 
the  tumour  fprung,  no  veftige  of  a  fradure  could 
be  difcerned,  The  periofteum  was  deftroyed  as 
far  as  the  rib  was  difeafed,  which  was  nearly  its 
whole  extent  $  the  internal  furface  of  the  rib 
was  rough  ;  the  external  furface  was,  (as  far  as  it 
was  difeafed),  fo  conneded  to  the  callus  as  to 
form  a  perfed  union • 
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Medical  News « 


DOCTOR  Matthew  Guthrie  of  St  Peterf- 
burgh,  in  a  letter  to  Dr  Duncan,  gives  the 
following  account  of  a  remedy  which  is  ufed  in 
Siberia  againft  gouty  and  rheumatic  affe&ions. 

“  Permit  me  to  give  you  an  account  of  a  plant 
which  has  been  long  ufed  in  Siberia  for  different 
difeafes,  but  in  arthritical  diforders  with  very 
great  fuccefs,  and  alfo  in  cafes  of  rheumatifm. 
I  fend  you,  at  the  fame  time,  a  fmall  bag  of  the 
dried  plant,  to  try  its  powers  in  your  part  of  the 
world. 

<c  It  is  the  Rhododendron  chryfanthemum,  nova 
fpecies,  belonging  to  the  clafs  of  Decandria,  dif- 
covered  by  my  learned  friend  Profeffor  Pallas, 


in 
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in  his  tour  through  Siberia.  This  Alpine  fhrub  / 

grows  near  the  tops  of  the  high  mountains 

named  Sajanes,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 

river  Jenife  in  Siberia,  and  delights  in  the  fkirts 

of  the  fnow  covered  fummits,  above  the  region 

that  produces  trees* 

When  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  mean 
to  exhibit  it  in  arthritic  or  rheumatic  diforders, 
they  take  about  two  drams  of  the  dried  fhrub, 
ftalk  and  leaves,  with  nine  or  ten  ounces  of  boil¬ 
ing  water,  and  putting  them  into  an  earthen 
pot,  they  lute  on  the  head,  and  place  them  in  an 
oven  during  the  night.  This  infufion,  for  it  is 
not  allowed  to  boil,  the  Tick  man  drinks  next 
morning  for  a  dofe.  It  occafions  heat,  together 
with  a  degree  of  intoxication,  refembling  the 
effedls  of  fpirituous  liquors,  and  a  fingular  kind 
of  unealy  fenfation  in  the  parts  aflfe&ed,  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  fort  of  vermiculatio,  which  is  like- 
wife  confined  to  the  difeafed  parts.  The  patient 
is  not  permitted  to  quench  the  third  which  this 
medicine  occafions,  as  fluids,  particularly  cold 
water,  produce  vomiting,  which  leflens  the  power 
!  of  the  fpecific.  In  a  few  hours,  however,  all 
the  difagreeable  effe&s  of  the  dofe  difappear, 

1  commonly  with  two  or  three  ftools.  The  patient 

then 
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then  finds  himfelf  greatly  relieved  of  his  difordef^ 
and  has  feldom  occafion  to  repeat  the  medicine 
above  two  or  three  times  to  compleat  a  cure. 

iC  The  inhabitants  of  Siberia  call  this  flirub  CheL 

.4  1  -  .  v  v 

or  Tea,  from  their  drinking,  in  common,  a  weak 
Snfufion  of  it,  as  we  do  the  Chinefe  plant  of  that 
name.  This  practice  fliews,  that  the  plant,  ufed 
in  fmall  quantities,  muft  be  innocent. 

“  Profeflbr  Pallas  informs  me,  that  he  fent,fome 
time  ago,  fome  of  this  flirub  dried  to  Profeflbr 
Koelpin  at  Stetin ;  and  he  fliewed  me  a  letter 
from  that  gentleman,  where  he  fays,  that  he  has 
given  it  with  fuccefs  in  fcveral  cafes,  particular- 
ly  in  what  he  calls  the  Arthritica  Venerea,  with 
a  tophus  arthriticus  on  the  carpus,  and  it  pro¬ 
duced  a  compleat  cure. 

46  It  mull  be  remarked,  that  the  dofe  which  thefe 
hardy  Siberians  take*  who  are  alfo  in  the  habit 
of  drinking  it  as  tea,  would,  in  all  probability, 
be  too  ftrong  for  our  countrymen  $  however,  it 
is  a  medicine  which  we  may  certainly  give  with 
fafety,  beginning  with  fmall  dofes.  And  the 
ufeful  public  charity  of  which  you  have  the  di¬ 
rection,  feems  to  afford  fufficient  opportunities  of 
trying  its  virtues.5' 


Do&qf 


COMMENTARIES.  437 

*  *  *  * 

Do&or  Johnftone,  Phyfician  at  Kidderminfter, 
in  a  letter  to  his  fon,  Mr  Edward  Johnftone* 
ftudent  of  medicine  at  Edinburgh,  gives  the  fol¬ 
lowing  very  fingular  account  of  the  effect  of  an 
obftinate  fuppreftion  of  urine. 

“  Mr  W - — ■  died  here  lately,  in  the  74th 

year  of  his  age.  He  had  been  much  fubjeft  to 
attacks  of  the  gravel,  and  had  long  made  water 
with  difficulty  and  pain. 

€C  In  his  laft  illnefs,  he  had  a  total  fuppreftion 
of  urine,  and  of  ftools.  Delirium  foon  followed* 
and  he  died  in  about  a  week  afterwards. 

“  Some  days  before  his  death,  his  fkin  was 

s 

all  over  as  white  as  if  it  had  been  powdered. 
This  white  duft  being  gathered,  was  found  to 
have  the  tafte  of  crude  fal  ammoniac.  The 
bladder  was  found  full  of  coagulated  blood. 

“  The  fecretion  of  urine  being  here  prevented* 
the  perfpirable  matter  became  fo  much  fuper- 
faturated  with  the  ammoniacal  fait,  that  it  cryfta- 
lized  on  the  fkin.  I  have  attended  many  other 
|  patients  who  died  from  fuppreftion  of  urine,  but 
I  never  obferved  this  circumftance  before.” 

In 
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In  a  former  number  of  the  Commentaries,  we 
mentioned  the  eftablifhment  of  a  Medical  Society 
at  Paris,  by  royal  authority.  And  we  gave  a 
lift  of  the"  names  of  feveral  eminent  Britifh  prac« 
tk ioners  who  had  been  admitted  members  of  it; 
The  following  copy  of  a  diploma  from  them, 
which  has  lately  been  fent  to  Debtor  Duncan, 
will  (hew  the  extenfive  and  liberal  views  with 
which  this  fociety  is  eftablifhed,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  it  may  give  fome  idea  of  the  beneficial  ef« 
febts  which  may  refult  from  this  and  fimilar  in» 
ftitutions. 

Talis  eft  rerum  naturalium  inter  fe  connexion 

Debtor  iliuftriflime,  nullus  ut  in  earum  ftudio 

progreffus  fieri  poflit  quamdiu  benevolos  inter 
^  > 
iflorum  cultores  non  exiftet  mutua  voluntas,  fefe 

reciprocis  adjuvandi  conftliis  et  obfervationibus0 

Hoc  effatum,  in  Medicina  praefertim  certiflimum, 

quotidiana  demonftrat  experientia  ;  quando 

quidem  Medicinain  temporis  fiiiam  Celebrent  au- 

thores  in  eo  meritiffime,  Nil  igitur  optatius  quain 

ft  variarum  provinciarum  medicis,  quidquid  im» 

periorum  fortuna  moliatur,  ftribto  femper  nun- 

quamque  fatis  colendo  veritatis,  amicitiae,  exifti- 

mationifquc  nexu  devinbtis,  quodcumque  notatu 

dignum 
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<dignum  viderit  unus,  aliis  aperiat.et  profiteatur. 
Tunc  omne  quod  habebitur  in  uno  climate  noxi- 
um  vel  utile  erit  et  in  omnibus.  Talibus  ratio- 
num  momentis  perculfus,  Rex  Galliarum  Chrif- 
tianiffimus,  die  fecundo  menfis  Aprilis,  anni  1777, 
in  San&iori  confilio  fedens,  Medicam  Societa- 
tern  eo  fine  creavit,  ut  cum  celeberrimis  et  praef- 
tantiflimis  totius  Europae  medicis  haud  interrup- 
tum  inftituat  commercium,  optimas  colligat  ob- 
fervationes,  Epidemicorum  omnium  imperii  cujuf- 
cunque  flagellorum  reprodu&ioni  fedulo  profpi- 
ciat,  ficque  medicina  perfe&ior  evadat  firnul  et 
utilior.  Pofiquatn  autem  Regia  Societas  Medi- 
ca  Parifienfis,  Regicolarum  Socios  ut  correfpon- 
dentes  fufficienti  numero  fibi  fumpferit,  extraneos 
laboris  fui  coadjutores  acquirendos  etiam  hodie 
defiderat.  Ipfofque  in  duplice  clafle  pro  celebrita- 
tis  et  meritorum  vario  gradu  collocandos  efie  fan- 
civit.  Erant  igitur  inter  peregrines,  1  mo9  Socii, 
2 do9  Correfpondentes.  Te  vero  in  Praxi  Medica 

verfatifiimum,inTheoriaperfpicacifiimum,Socium 
uno  ore  proclamavit  Regia  Societas.  Tecum 
dulci  confuetudine  jungi,  tuis  ditari  opibus  vehe« 
menter  exoptat,  voluitque  perpetuum  fuumPrae- 
fidem  promptifiime  haec  confociationis  teftimo- 
pi  a  tibi  praeftare. 

Quod 
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Quod  feci  lubenter 
Obfequentifiimus  tuus  Collega 
Laffone 

Regiae  Societatis  Praefes  Perpetuus. 

Praefentes  autem  literas  R.  Societatis  delibe- 
rationibus  et  commentariis  confentaneas,  ejufque 
figillo  munitas,  Nomine  Celeberrimi  Duncan 
hac  die  8vo  menfis  Augufti  1778,  confcriptas  ac 
miffas  fuiffe  obteftor. 

Vicq  d*Azyr. 

R.  Soc.  Secretus  Perpetuus. 

*  *  *  * 

While  it  appears  from  the  article  mentioned 
above,  that  a  fpirit  for  collecting  ufeful  medical 
difcoveries  has  led  to  the  eftablilhment  of  a  new 
inftitution  in  the  metropolis  of  France,  on  the 
mod  liberal  footing,  the  fame  defire  to  extend 
the  improvement  of  a  fcience  of  the  higheft  uti¬ 
lity  to  mankind,  has  had  a  like  effeCt  in  other 
kingdoms  of  Europe.  And  of  the  ardent  zeal 
which  fubfifts  for  medical  improvements  in  Den¬ 
mark,  fome  idea  may  be  formed  from  the  diplo¬ 
ma  granted  to  foreign  members,  by  the  medical 
fociety  of  Copenhagen,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy. 


Societas 
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Societas  Medica  Havnienfis  fedula  cura,  cujus 
fpecimina  una  cum  inftituti  ratione  in  publicum 
prodierunt,  in  artis  augmentum  incumbens,  pro- 
priis  viribus  minus  confidens,  id  potiffiinum  in 
votis  habet,  ut  ab  ingenuis  cordatifque  ct  dare 
do&is  viris,  quolcunque  eodem  (ludio  ardent,  e$ 
communicandi  fervore  confpirant,  amicam  et  cor*- 
refpondentem  operam  folemni  invitatione  obti- 
nere  et  exorare  valet.  TJnanimi  itaque  defiderio 
dufta  virum  celeberrimum,  et  in  arte  illuftranda 
feliciflimum  Andrearo  Duncan,  Medicinae  Doc- 
torem  Edinburgenfem  experientiffimum,  huma- 
niflime  rogat  et  obteftatur,  ut  fodalis  nomen  be- 
nevole  accipere,  fymboloque  interdum  ad  fe  trank 
miffo,  nova  fua  ada  ditare  et  exornare  velit. 

Dabat  in  pleniore  confeilu  d.  xii.  Aprilis 
M  ,D  G  C  ,L  XXVI. 

Johannis  Clemens  Tode,  M.  D. 

Et  Profeffor  Regius, 

.  Aulae  R.egiae  Medicus 

Societati  ab  Epiftolis 
Ad  Exteros. 

*  *  *  * 

A  gentleman  who  can  be  actuated  by  no  other 
motive  but  an  earneft  defire  of  difFufing  the 
knowledge  and  extending  the  utility  of  an  im¬ 
portant  difcovery  in  medicine,  has  printed,  in  the 

form 
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form  of  a  letter,  the  following  obfervations  re* 
fpe&ing  the  fol vent  power  of  fixed  air  on  the  u* 
rinary  calculus.  Among  other  people  to  whom 
this  letter  has  been  circulated,  a  copy  has  been 
fent  to  the  editor  of  the  Medical  Commentaries, 
who  flatters  himfelf  that  the  reprinting  of  it  in 
this  publication  will  not  be  unacceptable  to  his 
readers. 

A  review  of  the  difcovery  of  the  folvent  powers 
of  fixed  air  on  the  urinary  calculus  ;  of  the  ap~ 
lication  of  this  remedy  to  other  diforders  of 
the  kidneys  and  bladder  ;  and  of  the  fuccefs 
which  has  attended  the  ufe  of  it. 

4  A  late  amiable  and  learned  philofopher,  (the 
Rev.  Dr  Hales),  whofe  experimental  inquiries 
Were  generally  direHed  to  the  good  of  his  fellow- 
creatures,  firfl  obferved  the  lithontriptic  powers 
of  certain  fermenting  mixtures  :  But  he  acknow¬ 
ledges  the  impracticability  of  inje&ing  fuch  mix* 
tores  into  the  bladder  with  fufficient  frequency 
for  the  purpofe  of  folution  ;  and  he  recites  his 
experiments  chiefly  with  a  view  to  engage  others 
in  the  fame  laudable  and  important  purfuit.  The 
fubje£f,  however,  funk  into  oblivion  ;and  no  farther 
attempts  of  this  kind  were  made,  till  the  notice 
pf  the  public  was  again  excited  towards  the  pro¬ 
perties 
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perties  and  ufes  of  factitious  air,  by  the  writings 
of  various  learned  and  ingenious  men.  At  this 
time,  1774,  Dr  Saunders,  a  phyfician  in  Lon¬ 
don,  eminent  for  his  knowledge  of  chernifiry,  ap¬ 
plied  himfelf  to  profecute  the  experiments  which 
Dr  Hales  had  begun  ;  and  he  found,  that  the  fol- 
vent  power,  afcribed  to  the  fermenting  mixtures, 
refided  only  in  the  fixed  air  feparated  during  the 
a£t  of  effervefccnce.  Dr  Percival  heard  an  im¬ 
perfect  account  of  this  difcovery.  His  curiofity 

was  excited  :  The  acquifition  of  a  remedy  for  the 

« 

(tone  was  highly  interefting  to  humanity  ;  and 
he  engaged  with  ardour  in  the  purfuit  of  it, 
though  ignorant  of  the  manner  in  which  Dr 
Saunders  had  conducted  his  trials.  He  recollec¬ 
ted  that  Dr  Black  and  Mr  Cavendiih  had  proved 
the  folubility  of  various  earthy  bodies  in  water, 
either  by  abftra&ing  from,  or  fuper-adding  to 
the  fixed  air  which  they  contain :  And,  as  the 
human  calculus  is  diffolved  in  the  former  way  by 
lime  wTater  and  the  cauftic  alkali,  it  appeared 
highly  probable  that  the  like  effeft  would  be 

produced,  in  the  fame  fubftance,  by  the  latter 

* 

mode  of  operation.  Analogy  feemed  favourable 
to  the  hypothefis ;  and  his  experiments  have,  in 
the  fullelt  manner,  confirmed  it. 

Yol.  V.  No.  20.  G  g  g  €  In 
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6  In  the  year  1776*  a  very  ingenious  phyfician 
at  Bath  (Dr  Falconer)  engaged  in  the  fame  in¬ 
quiry  ;  and  the  refults  of  his  trials  coincide  with 
thofe  related  by  Dr  Percival.  Perhaps  it  may 
be  doubted  whether  fixed  air  can  be  conveyed* 
by  the  urinary  courfe  of  circulation,  to  the  kid¬ 
neys  and  bladder.  In  an  elaffcic  (fate,  it  certain- 
ly  cannot  \  but  diffoived  in  water  it  may  pafs 
through  the  vafcular  fyftem,  without  creating  the 

ieaft  diflurbance  or  diforder  ;  and,  by  its  diure- 

» >;  > ,  ■ 

tic  qualities,  will  be  powerfully  determined  to  the 
urinary  organs.  Dr  Percival  has  given  a  deci- 
five  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  obfervation.  For 
a  young  gentleman,  Mr  Thomas  Smith*  at  his 
defire,  drank  large  quantities  of  mephitic  water 
daily,  during  the  fpaee  of  a  fortnight.  And, 
whilft  he  continued  this  courfe,  his  urine  was 
ftrongly  impregnated  with  fixed  air,  as  appeared 
not  only  from  the  precipitation  which  it  produced 
In  lime  water  but  alfo  from  the  bubbles  which 
it  copioufly  emitted,  when  placed  under  the  re¬ 
ceiver  of  an  air  pump,  and  from  the  folution  of 
feveral  urinary  fiones  which  were  immerfed  In  it* 

‘  The 

%  The  precipitation  of  lime  from  lime  water,  by  urine, 
is  mentioned  by  the  late  Dr  Whytt,  and  confirmed  by 
Dr  Macbride.  .  ' 
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e  The  following  paragraphs  are  extracted  from 
Dr  Priedley’s  fecond  volume  of  experiments  and 
obfervations  on  air. 

/ 

€  It  might  be  queftioned,  whether  the  fixed 
c  air,  contained  in  our  aliment,  can  be  con- 
‘  veyed,  by  the  courfe  of  circulation,  into  the 
blood,  and  by  that  means  impregnate  the 
6  urine.  1  have  found,  however,  that  it  may  do 
‘  having  more  than  once  expelled,  from  a 
6  quantity  of  frefh  made  urine,  by  means  of  heat, 
5  about  one  fifth  of  its  bulk  of  pure  fixed  air,  as 
‘  appeared  by  its  precipitating  lime  in  lime  water, 
*  and  being  almolt  wholly  abforbed  by  water  ; 
c  and  yet  a  very  good  air-pu  p  did  not  ciifcover 
c  that  it  contained  any  air  at  ad. 

*  It  mud  be  obferved,  however,  that  it  requi- 
c  red  feveral  hours  to  expel  this  air  by  heat  5  and, 
c  after  the  procefs,  there  was  a  confderabie  whi- 
‘  tifh  fediment  at  the  bottom  of  the  veiTei,  This 
c  was  probably  fome  calcareous  matter,  with 
‘  which  the  fixed  air  had  been  united  -y  and  by 

5  this  fixed  air,  the  calcareous  matter,  which 
c  would  otherwife  have  formed  a  done  or  gravel, 

6  may  have  been  held  in  folution.  And,  there- 
c  fore,  drinking  water,  impregnated  with  fixed 
‘  air,  may,  by  impregnating  the  urine,  enable  it 
c  to  diffolve  calcareous  matters  better  than  it 

Q  g  g  2  5  would 
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<  would  otherwife  have  done  ;  and  may,  there- 
6  fore,  be  a  means  of  preventing  or  diffoiving  the 
6  (tone  in  the  bi adder,  agreeable  to  the  propofal 
c  of  my  friend  Dr  Percival/ 

«  Thus  has  the  dlfcovery  been  edablifhed  of  a 
new  lithontriptic  medicine,  that  is  at  once  grate¬ 
ful  to  the  palate,  {lengthening  to  the  flomach, 
and  falutary  to  the  whole  fyftem.  Lime  water 
often  naufeates  the  patient,  dedroys  his  appetite, 
and  creates  the  heart-burn.  And  the  foap-ley  is 
fo  cauftic  and  acrimonious,  that  it  can  be  taken 
only  in  the  dualled  quantity  ;  frequently  produces 
bloody  urine,  and  aggravates  the  tortures  it  is  in¬ 
tended  to  relieve.  Both  thefe  remedies,  aifo, 
require  a  very  drift  regimen  of  diet  ;  and  their 
qualities  are  liable  to  be  changed  either  by  acidi¬ 
ty,  or  the  fermentation  of  our  food  in  the  firft 
paffages.  But  the  mephitic  water  may  be  drunk 
in  the  larged  quantity,  without  fatiety  or  incon¬ 
venience  :  It  requires  no  redriftions  in  diet,  and 
its  medicinal  virtues  will  be  undiminiffied  in  the 
flomach  or  bowels. 

«  As  the  vapour  of  chalk  and  oil  of  vitriol  have 
been  found  fo  efficacious  in  correcting  the  fanics, 
and  abating  the  pain  of  foul  ulcers,  when  exter¬ 
nally  applied,  we  may  reafonably  prefume  that  the 

internal 
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internal  ufe  of  the  fame  remedy  will  prove  bene¬ 
ficial  in  fimilar  affe&ions  of  the  urinary  paffages. 
Such  complaints  frequently  occur  in  pra&ice, 
and  may  arife  either  from  calculi  in  the  kidneys 
and  bladder  ;  from  the  receffion  of  fcorbutic  e- 
ruptions  5  from  the  venereal  difeafe ;  from  (trains, 
contufions,  or  various  other  caufes.  And  water, 
impregnated  with  fixed  air,  feems  well  adapted, 
by  its  diuretic,  healing,  and  antifeptic  powers, 
to  wafh  off  and  fweeten  the  acrid  matter ;  to  a- 

bate  the  defluxion  on  the  mucous  membrane  ; 

¥ 

to  contract  the  flabby  edges  of  the  ulcers,  and  to 
difpofe  them  to  a  fpeedy  granulation.  If  the 
pain,  inflammation,  and  abforption  of  the  pus 
have  excited  a  he&lc  fever,  the  patient  may  drink 
plentifully  of  Seltzer  water,  which  is  of  a  cooling 
quality,  although  it  abounds  with  mephitic  air  : 
Or  a  fmall  quantity  of  Rochelle  fait  may  be  add¬ 
ed  to  the  mineral  water  artificially  prepared. 
Thus  will  the  increafed  adbon  of  the  heart 
and  arteries,  which  may  arife  from  the  flimulus 
of  the  fixed  air,  be  entirely  obviated,  without  the 
leaft  diminution  of  its  medicinal  powers. 

4  Thefe  obfervations  on  the  medicinal  and  li- 
thontriptic  qualities  of  fixed  air,  may  now  be  re¬ 
garded  as  practical  truths,  which  have  been  efta- 

G  g  g  3  blifhed 
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bhffied  by  experience.  4  Since  the  publication 
6  of  my  experiments/  fays  Dr  Percival,  in  a  let¬ 
ter  to  the  editor  of  the  Medical  Commentaries* 
e  1  have  had  the  mofl  incontrovertible  evidence* 
6  that  this  remedy  alleviates  the  fymptoms  both 
6  of  the  Hone  and  gravel ;  that  it  a£ls  as  a  power- 

*  ful  diuretic  ;  difcharges  fabulous  concretions  ; 

*  heals  the  ulcerations  in  the  urinary  paffages;  in- 
4  vigorates  the  organs  of  digellion;  and  flrengthens 
c  the  whole  fyitem.  In  faying  fo  much,  I  am  war- 
c  ranted  by  my  own  experience,  which  has  been 
4  confirmed  by  fimilar  obfervatlons,  tranfmitted 
4  to  me  from  various  parts  of  England.  But  you 
4  mull  be  ftnfible  how  difficult  It  is  to  afcertain 
c  the  folution  of  a  (lone  in  the  bladder  by  any 
6  medicine.  And  you  will  not,  therefore,  be 
c  furprifecl,  that  1  have  yet  feen  no  decifive  cafe, 
4  in  the  circle  of  my  practice,  of  the  compleat  ef- 
s  iicacy  of  this  new  foivent.  A  phyfician  of  e- 
4  minence  in  London  has,  however,  been  more 
4  fuccefsful  ;  having  brought  away,  (to  ufe  his 
4  his  own  words  in  a  letter  to  me),  in  fmali  frag- 
g  ments,  and  in  a  whitifh,  chalk-like  fubflance,  a 
4  (tone  from  the  urinary  bladder,  by  adminifter- 

*  ing  fixed  air  to  his  patient,  during  the  fpace  of 
s  a  few  weeks,5  The  hiftory  of  this  cafe  has 

been 
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been  offered  to  the  public  by  Dr  Hulme,  with 
feveral  others,  which,  though  lefs  decifive  and 
important,  tend  to  evince  the  lithontriptic  aCtion 
of  fixed  air.  And  another  refpedable  phyfician, 
Dr  Saunders,  has  lately  given  the  following  te- 
ftimony  of  the  fame  remedy.  c  I  am  fully  con- 
6  vinced,  from  a  variety  of  trials,  that  water,  irn- 
6  pregnated  with  the  mephitic  acid,  is  carried 
4  unchanged  to  the  human  bladder  ;  and  that 
4  this  remedy  has  done  great  fervice  in  calculous 
4  complaints. J  But,  when  fixed  air  is  employed 
as  a  diffoivent  of  the  hone,  the  ufe  of  it  muff 
generally  be  continued  for  many  months.  Relief 
is  often  obtained  by  it  in  a  fliorter  time  ;  but 
few  cafes  will  occur  like  the  one  recorded  by  Dr 
Hulme,  in  which  the  calculus  appears  to  have 
been  of  a  remarkable  foft  and  friable  texture. 
The  reputation  of  the  mod  efficacious  remedies 
is  frequently  injured  by  the  unwarrantable  ex¬ 
pectations  of  mankind  concerning  them.  And, 
in  chronic  diforders,  many  a  cure  is  defpaired  of, 
which  might  be  accomplifhed  by  more  patience 
in  the  fick,  and  greater  perfeverance  in  the  prac¬ 
titioner. 

6  Human  calculi  vary  in  their  ftru&ure  and 
compofition.  For  it  appears,  from  the  experi- 
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ments  of  Dr  Pcrcival,  that  calcination  converts 
fome  into  quick  lime  ;  that  others  are  confumed 
entirely  in  the  fire;  and  that  a  third  fort  yield, 
after  burning,  an  infipid  earthy  refiduum ,  which 
is  incapable  of  giving  any  impregnation  to  water0 

6  Thefe  fads  explain  the  obfervation  of  Dr 
Ambrofe  Dawfon,  that  fome  (tones  which  are 
folub’e  in  an  alkaline,  are  but  little  affeded  by 
an  add  menftruum ;  whilft  others  will  refill  the 
action  of  an  alkali,  and  yet  be  readily  diffolved 
by  an  acid.  Even  in  the  fame  fubjed,  he  re¬ 
marks,  there  may  be  found  calculi  of  oppofite 
kinds ;  fome  of  which  will  diffolve  in  acids,  fome 
in  alkalis,  and  fome  in  neither.  This  judicious 
writer  has,  therefore,  recommended  an  attention 
to  the  fragments,  fcales,  or  films,  which  the  ilone 
in  the  kidneys  or  bladder  may  call  oft ;  and  alfo 
to  the  contents  and  fediment  of  the  urine,  that  a 
difcovery  may  be  made,  whether  the  proper 
folvent  be  an  acid  or  an  alkaline  menftruum.  If  it 
appear  to  be  the  former,  the  fpiritus  vitrioli  te¬ 
nuis  may  be  ufed,  in  conjundion  with  mephitic 
water,  to  which  it  will  be  no  ungrateful  or  un- 
falutary  addition.  And  there  is  reafon  to  believe 
that  this  acid  may  be  conveyed  to  the  kidneys, 
without  any  confiderable  change  in  its  properties. 

It 
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It  is  not  fubjeCt  to  fermentation,  and  is  difpofed 
to  pafs  off  by  urine.  The  fuccefsful  exhibition 
of  it  in  the  itch  feems  to  evince,  that  it  is  capable 
of  being  received  into  the  vafcular  fyftem,  and 
of  being  excreted,  probably  in  a  volatiiifed  hate, 
by  the  pores  of  the  fkin.  Even  when  given  to 
nurfes  labouring  under  this  complaint,  it  is  faid 
both  to  cure  them,  and  the  children  which  they 
fuckle. 

6  Sir  John  Pringle  has  known  great  benefit  to 
accrue  from  the  ufe  of  honey,  in  cafes  of  the 
gravel,  or  when  the  kidneys  are  loaded  with  fand. 
He  direCts  about  a  pound  and  a  quarter  of  this 
remedy  to  be  taken  every  week  ;  and,  as  it  per¬ 
fectly  coincides  with  the  artificial  mineral  water, 
being  diuretic,  and  containing  much  fixed  air, 
he  has  recommended  to  Dr  Pcrcival  the  trial  of 
them  together. 

Directions  for  adminiftering  fixed  air  in  cafes  of 

the  (tone  or  gravel. 

6  Give  the  patient,  every  fixth  hour,  three  oun¬ 
ces  of  the  aqua  mephitica  alkal.na,  prepared  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  directions  of  Mr  Bewley,  (fee  Dr 
Prieftley’s  2d  vol.  on  air,  page  346  ),  and  iweeten 
it  to  the  take  with  honey.  DireCt  him  to  drink, 
at  proper  intervals,  a  giafs  of  the  mephitic  water 

acidulated 


MEDICAL 


452 


acidulated  with  the  fpiritus  vitrioli  tenuis,  and 
fweetened  with  honey.  Two  or  three  pints  of 
this  beverage  fhould  be  confurned  in  24  hours  ; 
and,  indeed,  it  is  fo  pleafant,  that  it  may  be  taken 
at  meals,  with  or  without  the  addition  of  a  little 
wine.  In  lieu  of  the  mephitic  alkaline  water, 
half  a  dram  of  fait  of  tartar  may  be  d’ffolved 
in  three  ounces  of  fmipie  water,  fweetened  to 
the  palate  with  honey,  to  which  half  an  ounce  of 
frefh  lemon-juice  mull  be  added,  at  the  time 
when  the  draught  is  fwallowed.  The  lemon- 
juice  will  neutralize  about  one  fcruple  of  the  al¬ 
kali,  expelling  the  fixed  air  which  it  contained  ; 
and  this  fixed  air  will  combine  partly  with  the 
water,  and  partly  with  the  remaining  ten  grains 
of  unneutrahzed  alkali. 

4  If  honey  agree  with  the  bowels  of  the  patient, 
it  may  be  taken  at  pleafure. 

4  Cyder,  perry,  hrifk  fermenting  wines,  and 
bottled  beer,  all  contain  much  fixed  air,  and 
may  therefore  be  temperately  ufed,  as  they  co¬ 
incide  with  the  courfe  here  directed.  If  the 
patient  be  coftive,  magnefia  alba  uncalcined  will 
be  the  belt  purgative.  If  he  be  too  lax,  the 
chalk  julep  of  the  London  Difpenfatory  may  be 
prefcribed. 
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«  N.  B.  This  paper  has  been  compiled  chief¬ 
ly  from  the  following  books :  Dr  Hales’s  Sta¬ 
tical  E  flays,  voh  2d  ;  Dr  Per  aval’s  Philofo  pin¬ 
eal,  Medical,  and  Experimental  Eflfays ;  Dr  Pudt- 
ley’s  Oofervations  on  Air,  vol.  2d;  Dr  Saun¬ 
ders’s  letter  to  Dr  Percival ;  Dr  Falconer’s  Ex¬ 
periments  on  fixable  air ;  the  Medical  and  Phi- 
lofophical  Commentaries  of  Edinburgh,  voi  5th, 
part  2d  ;  and  Dr  Hulme’s  bate  and  Eaty  Reme¬ 
dy  for  the  Stone  and  Gravel. 

6  If  the  editor  fhail  happily  contribute  to  dif- 
fufe  the  knowledge,  and  extend  the  ufe  of  the 
folvent  here  recommended,  his  purpof’e  will  be 
fully  aniwerea.’ 

Sept.  5th,  1778. 

Medical  Lectures. 

I.  On  Thurfday  the  29th  of  October,  Doclor 
Duncan  will  begin,  at  Edinburgh,  his  courts  of 
JeCtures  on  the  Theory  ana  Practice  of  Medicine. 
This  courfe  is  chiefly  intended  for  affording  to 
thofewho  are  but  beginning  the  ttudyof  medicine, 
a  proper  introduction  for  afterwards  hearing  lec¬ 
tures  on  the  different  branches  of  that  art  00  a 
more  extended  feale.  But,  although  it  be  principally 
meant  as  an  introductory  courfe,  thofe  who  are 
farther  advanced  in  the  ftudy  will  have  an  op¬ 
portunity 


454 


MEDICAL 


portunity  of  hearing  new  opinions  delivered,  re- 
fpecting  many  doubtful,  yet  important  queflions 
in  medicine. 

II.  On  Saturday  the  31ft  of  Odfober,  Dodlor 
Duncan  will  begin  a  courfe  of  le&ures  on  the 
cafes  of  patients  fubjedted  to  Chronical  Difeafes. 
The  moll  important  cafes  which  occur  at  the 
Dvfpenfary,  during  the  winter- feflion,  will  be 
feledted  as  the  fubjedt  of  thefe  lectures.  And, 
with  refpedt  to  each,  fuch  remarks  will  be  of¬ 
fered  on  the  hiftory,  theory,  and  practice,  asfeem 
principally  calculated  to  render  it  an  ufeful  ex¬ 
ample  in  the  future  treatment  of  fimilar  cafes. 

III.  About  the  beginning  of  May,  Doclor 
Duncan  and  Dodtor  Webber,  Phyhcians  to  the 
Difpenfary,  will  begin  their  courfe  of  Cafe-Lec¬ 
tures  for  the  fummer-fefiion,  and  of  remarks  on 
the  Pharmacopoeias  of  the  Colleges  of  Phyhcians 
of  London  and  Edinburgh, 
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Lift  of  New  Books . 


Philosophical  Tranfa&ions  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  London,  vol.  LXVIL  For  the 
year  1777.  Part  2d.  410,  London. 

1  , 

A  treatife  on  the  various  kinds  of  permanent¬ 
ly  elaflic  fluids,  or  gafes.  8vo,  London. 

Confederations  on  the  nature,  quality,  and 
diftindions  of  coal  and  culm,  with  inquiries  phi- 
lofophical  and  political,  into  the  prefent  Rate  of 
the  laws,  and  the  queflions  now  in  agitation, 
relative  to  the  taxes  on  thefe  commodities,  con¬ 
tained  in  a  letter  from  Bodor  James  Hutton, 
Phyfician  in  Edinburgh,  to  a  friend.  8vo,  Edin- 
burgh. 

Mineralogia  Cornubienfis.  A  treatife  on  mi¬ 
nerals,  mines,  and  mining  ;  containing  the  theo¬ 
ry 
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ry  and  natural  hiftory  of  ftrata,  fiffures,  and 
loads,  with  the  method  of  difcovering  and  work¬ 
ing  of  tin,  copper,  and  lead  mines,  and  of  clean- 
fing  and  metalizing  their  produ&s;  (hewing  each 
particular  procefs  of  dreffing,  allaying,  and  fmelt- 
ing  the  ores.  To  which  is  added  an  explana¬ 
tion  of  the  terms  and  idioms  of  miners.  By 
W.  Pryce  of  Redruth  in  Cornwall.  Fol.  Lon¬ 
don. 

\ 

Obfervations  made  during  a  voyage  round 
the  world,  on  phyfical  geography,  natural  hidory, 
and  ethic  philofophy.  Efpecially  on,  ift,  The 
earth  and  its  ffrata  ;  2d,  Water  and  the  ocean  ; 
3 d,  The  atmofphere  ;  4 th,  The  changes  of  the 
globe  ;  $th,  Organic  bodies*  and,  6th,  The  hu¬ 
man  fpecies.  By  John  Reynold  Foder,  L.L.D, 
F.  R.S,  and  S  .  r\.  4to,  London. 

A  candid  examination  of  what  hath  been  ad¬ 
vanced  on  the  colic  of  Poitou  and  Devonfhire, 
with  remarks  on  the  mod  probable,  and  expe¬ 
riments  intended  to  ascertain  the  true  caufes  of 
the  gout.  By  James  Hardy,  M.  1).  of  Barn- 
daple  Devonfliire.  £>vo,  London, 

A  practical  treatife  on  the  difeafes  of  the  teeth, 
intended  as  a  fupplement  to  the  natural  hidory 

of 
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of  thofe  parts.  By  John  Hunter,  Surgeon  ex- 
traordinary  to  the  King,  and  F.  R.  S.  4to,  Lon¬ 
don. 

A  fafe  and  eafy  remedy  propofed  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  (lone  and  gravel,  the  fcurvy,,  gout,  &c. 
and  for  the  deftrudion  of  worms  in  the  human 
body.  By  Nathaniel  Hulme,  M.D,  4to,  Lon¬ 
don, 

Farther  obfervations  on  the  effects  of  calomel 
and  camphire.  By  Daniel  Lyfons,  M.D.  8vo, 
London. 

Calendarium  Medicum,  ad  ufum  celeberrimae 
facultatis,  in  quo  habentur  laudabiles  ipfius  ufus, 
et  confuetudines.  Quaeftiones  ornnes  per  annum 
academicum  agitatae,  aliaque  quarn  plurima  turn 
publice  turn  privata  celebrata.  Adduntur  no- 
mina  Dodorum,  adu  regentium,  et  feries  Deca- 
norum  ejufdem  facultatis.  Edente  Theodoro  Pe** 
tro  Cruchot,  majori  facultatis  apparitiore  et  fcri- 
ba.  i2mo,  Paris. 

Defcription  et  traitement  d?une  affedion  catar- 
rhale  epide  nique  obfervee  en  1732, parfaitement 
femblable  a  celle  qui  s’etend  journellement  en 
Europe,  vulgairement  appellee  la  Grippe,  ismo, 
Paris. 
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Lettre  de  M.  Carrere,  ProfefFeur  Royal  erne- 
rite  de  Medecine,  Cenfeur  Royal,  &c.  a  M.  Ba- 
cher,  Medecin  de  la  faculte  de  Paris.  8vo,  Paris* 

Codex  Phynologicus  quam  ad  ufus  domeffi- 
cos,  ac  in  favorem  auditor  am  fuorum  edidit 
N.  F.  Rougnon,  Regius  Medicinae  Antecelfor 
Bifuntinus.  8vo,  Venfoatione. 

Lettra  full’  aria  fiffa,  &c.  per  Signore  Andria, 
4to,  Naples* 

Differtationes  medicae  inaugurates,  quas  ex 
au&oritate  reverendi  admodum  viri  Gulielmi 
Robertfon,  S.  S.  T.P.  Academiae  Edinburgenae 
praefedti ;  nec  non  ampliffimi  fenatus  academic! 
eonfenfu,  et  nobiliffimae  facultatis  medicae  de- 
creto,  pro  gradu  doctoratus,  fummifque  in  me- 
dicina  hononbus  et  privilegiis  rite  et  legitime 
confequendis ;  eruditcrum  examini  fubjecerunt, 
ad  diem  12.  Septembris,  1778, 

Samuel  Byam  Athill,  Antiguenfis,  De  Ufa 
Aquae  Frigidae  Externo. 

Gulielmus  Boufft,  Virginienfis,  De  Hyfteria. 

Edvardus  Brereton,  Hibernus,  De  Scorbuto. 

Alexander  Campbell,  Britannus,  De  Acido 

Vitriolico. 

Hugo  Dougail,  Scoto  Britannus,  De  Haeinor- 

rbagiis. 

Jdartholomaeus 
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Bartholomaeus  Dillon,  Hibernus,  De  Rheu- 
inatifmo  Acuto. 

Gulielmus  Drcnnan,  Hibernus,  De  Venaefec- 
tione  in  Febribus  continuis. 

Thomas  Fowler,  Britannus,  De  methodo  me« 

dendi  Variolam  praecipue  auxilio  Mercurii. 

*  *  *  &  •*  /  * 

Gulielmus  Fearne,  Anglo-Britannus,  De  Ty- 
pho,  vel  Febre  Nervofa. 

Jacobus  Johnfton,  Britannus,  De  Dyfenteria* ' 

Gulielmus  Keir,  Britannus,  De  Attra&ione 
Chemica. 

Simon  Lanphier,  Hibernus,  De  Calculo  Re-* 
num  et  Veficae. 

Samuel  Moore,  Hibernus,  De  Rachitide. 
Joannes  Nankivell,  Britannus,  De  Catarrho* 
Alexander  Scott,  Hibernus,  De  Hydrope. 
Robertus  Scott,  Hibernus,  De  Hepatitide. 
Johannes  Vize,  Hibernus,  De  Afcite. 

Carolus  Wade,  Olifloponenhs,  De  Nutritione* 


Vol.  V#  No.  20. 


H  h  h 


CON- 


CONTENT  S. 


Books. 

Cullen ,  William ,  Firfil  Lines  of  the  Praftice  of 
P hyfic  page  349- 

Ohermayer ,  Ant,  Fr.  Differ  tat  to  experiment  alls 
chemica ,  de  Sale  Jedativo  Hombergii  37  6 

Plenciz ,  Anton.  Traci  at  us  de  Scarlatina  38© 

DebraWy  John>  Difcoveries  on  the  Sex  of  Bees  388 
Wright 5  William ,  Defier  iption  of  the  Jefuits 
Bark  tree  of  Jamaica  39.5 

Wright ,  William ,  Defcription  and  Ufe  of  the 
Cabbage- Bark  cl ree  of  Jamaica  500- 

Fowler ,  Thomas ,  De  methodo  medendi  Variolis  407 


Medical  Observations. 


Sg/tz?  Remarks  on  the  Treatment  of  Hydroce¬ 
phalus  Internus ,  fuggefted  by  a  perufal  of 
Doctor  PercivaPj-  072  /to  Subjedl  in 
the  1 8//6  Number  of  the  Medical  Commen¬ 
taries .  /?2  /wo  Letters  to  Dr  D uncan, from 
Samuel  Foart  Simmons,  M.  D. 

Obfervations  on  the  Hepatitis,  By  Doctor 
John  Clarke,  P  hyfic  ian  at  Newcaftle 


4*5 

423 


CONTENTS.  461 


J 


An  account  of  a  large  quantity  of  Blood  eva¬ 
cuated  by  ftooL  By  Dodor  William  Scot, 
Phyfician,  Hawick,  Roxburghfhire  page  428 
An  account  of  the  Diffedion  of  an  Extraordi¬ 
nary  Tumour  arifingfrom  the  fifth  and fixth 
ribs .  By  Mr  Samuel  Giiiam  Mills,  Sur¬ 
geon  at  Greenwich  in  Kent.  Communi - 

o 

cated  to  Do&or  Duncan  430 

Medical  News. 

Account  of  the  efficacy  of  a  fpecies  of  Rhododen¬ 
dron  in  the  cure  of  rheumatic  and  arthritic 
complaints ,  in  a  tetter  fromDoOiov  Matthew 
Guthrie  &?Do£tor  Duncan  434 

Extrad  of  a  letter  from  Do&or  Johnfton, 
Phyfician  at  Kidder minfler^  to  his  /outgiving 
an  account  of  the  formation  of  ammoniacal 
fait  on  the  jurface  of  the  body ,  in  a  cafe  of 


obflinate  Jupprejfion  of  Urine ,  437 

Form  of  the  Diploma  granted  by  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety  of  Medicine  at  Paris  to  foreign  mem¬ 
bers  438 

Form  Gf  the  Diploma  granted  by  the  Medical 
Society  of  Copenhagen  to  foreign  members  .  440 

H  h  h  2  A 


/ 


4<*2  CONTENTS. 

A  review  of  the  difcovery  of  the  fohent  powers 
of  fixed  air  on  the  Urinary  Calculus ;  of  the 
application  of  this  remedy  to  other  diforders 
of  the  kidneys  and  bladder ;  and  of  the  fuc - 
cefs  which  has  attended  the  uje  of  it  442 

Account  of  Medical  Lectures  given  at  Edin¬ 
burgh  by  Doftor  Duncan  and  Dodor 
Webiler  453 

List  of  New  Books..  455 


INDEX. 


1 


INDEX. 


A. 


Page 


Trjl  SCULAPIAN  Society  of  Edinburgh,  their 
/  prize-medal  adjudged  to  Mr  Charles  Dar¬ 
win  329 

Amaurofis  cured  by  an  infufion  of  the  arnica  monta- 
na  241 

Ammoniacal  fait  found  on  the  furface  of  the  human 
body  437 

Angina  pe&oris,  radical  cure  of  by  iflues  and  altera¬ 
tives  92 

Antifpafmodic  virtues  of  the  arnica  montana  242 

Aurum  fulminans,  its  ufe  in  fcarlatina  387 

Arm  of  a  child  torn  off  without  hemorrhagy  79 

Arnica,  flowers  of,  obfervations  on  their  medical 
virtues  235 

Athill,  Mr  Samuel,  account  of  a  difcharge  of  blood 
by  tapping  181 


B. 


Baldinger,  Dr  Ern,  Godf.  Pharmacopoeia  Edinbur* 
genfls  additamentis  audla  ^ 

Bell,  Mr  Benjamin,  chirurgical  eflays  21^ 

•— - - — - - treatife  on  the  theory  and  ma¬ 


nagement  of  ulcers 


2  77 

Bees* 


Hhh  3 


464 


INDEX, 


Page 

Bees,  difcoveries  on  the  fex  of  388 

Bilious  remitting  fever,  obfervations  on  254 

Blifters,  obfervations  on  their  ufe  in  fever  40 

*  « 

Blood  difcharged  from  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen 
by  tapping  181 

Blood-Jetting,  its  ufe  in  fcarlatina  384 

. . . . —  obfervations  on  its  ufe  in  fever  33 

Bora^,  account  of  its  nature  376 

Bordeu,  Mr  Theophilus  de,  account  of  his  life  and 
.writings  191 

Borthwick,  George,  hiftory  of  a  fractured  fternum  185 

C. 

Cabbage-bark  tree,  ufe  of  40,© 

Camper,  Dr,  his  opinion  with  refpeCt  to  dividing  the 
fymphyfis  pubis  212 

Carmichael,  Mr  James,  account  of  an  arm  torn  off 
without  fucceeding  haemorrhagy  79 

Cancerous  ulcer  of  the  lower  lip,  obfervations  on 
the  extirpation  of  it  299 

CataraCt,  new  method  of  extraction  274 

Chalk,  powder  of,  its  ufe  againft  the  bite  of  a  mad 

dog  7  49 

Clarke,  Dr  Thomas,  account  of  the  height  of  the  ba¬ 
rometer  and  thermometer  in  Jamaica  321 

Clarke,  Dr  John,  obfervations  on  hepatitis  423 

Cold,  obfervations  on  its  operation  on  the  human 
body  2 i 

Colics 


I  N  D  '  E  X,  465 

Page 

Colic,  treated  by  inje&ing  a  deco&ion  of  poppy 
heads  :  172 

Collin,  Hen.  Jof.  Florum  arnicae  vires  •  233 

Confumptions,  number  dying  in  London  from  this 
difeafe  127 

Cofte,  M.  efiais  botaniques  et  pharmaceutiques  294 

Critical  days  in  fever,  obfervations  on  24 

Cruikfhank,  Mr  William,  his  idea  of  oftification  100 

Cullen,  Dr  William,  firft  lines  of  the  pra<5tic.e  of  phy- 
fic,  part  I. 

- - —  firft  lines  of  the  practice  of  phy- 

fic,  part  II,  349 

Cutaneous  inflammations,  divifion  of  35S 

Cutaneous  affections  cured  by  goofe-grafs  324 

Cyaanche  trachealis,  obfervations  on  360 

D. 

Daly,  Dr  Andrew,  obfervations  on  De  Haen’s  book 
de  miraculis  205 

Darwin,  Mr  Charles,  obfervations  on  the  beft  crite¬ 
rion  for  diftinguifhing  pus  from  mucus  330 

.  - - * -  •  >■  account  of  his  death  and  cha* 

ratfer  33  3 

Debraw,  Mr  John,  difcoveries  on  the  fex  of  bees  388 
Deafe,  Mr  William,  obfervations  on  the  extirpation 
of  a  cancerous  ulcer  of  the  lower  lip  299 

Diarrhoea  cured  by  vitriolum  album  314 

Digeflion,  obfervations  on  146 

Difpenfary  patients,  lectures  on  222 

H  h  h  4  Difpenfary 


4  66- 


INDEX. 


Pag© 


Difpenfary  at  Kelfo,  eftablifliment  of  104 

Drowned  perfons,  propofals  for  the  recovery  of  129 

Dugud,  Dr  Patrick,  account  of  the  ufe  of  the 
flowers  of  zinc  in  the  cure  of  a  convulfive  difor- 
der  84 

Duncan,  Dr  Andrew,  medical  cafes  and  obfervations  220 
* - fummer  courfe  of  lectures  on 

/  ^  v  ■_  '  ij  r>' r  *  4  "*■ .  - 

difpenfary  patients  22^ 

. - - - remarks  on  the'pharmacopoei- 

as  of  the  colleges  of  phyficians  of  London  and  E- 
dinburgh  223 


— — — _ le&ures  on  the  theory  and 

pra&ice  of  medicine 

- — — - de  laudibus  Gulielmi  Harvei 


oratio  338 

_ — - - letters  to  from  Dr  McBride  of 

Dublin  -  92 

- - - - — - —  from  Mr  Cruikfhank  of  London  1 00 

_ _ — —  Profeflbr  Hahn  of  Leyden  105 

- - - - Dr  Percival  of  Manchefter  166 

— - - - -  Mr  Pew  of  Willenborough  188 

- - - - — - Dr  Daly  of  Bayreuth  in  Fran- 

./  .  *  •••••♦ 

conia  205 

« - — _ _ _ Dr  Thomas  Clarke  of  Jamaica 

321 

~  _ — - Mr  Seton  of  St  Andrews  322 

, — ...  — . —  Dr  Simmons  of  London  415 

•* 


Earthquake 


INDEX. 


467 


Earthquake  at  Manchefter,  account  of  20t 

Eafon,  Dr  Alexander,  account  of  the  effects  of  elec¬ 
tricity  in  removing  a  contraftion  of  the  fingers  S3 
Electricity,  effeCls  in  removing  a  contraction  of  the 
fingers  83 

Emetics,  remarks  on  their  ufe  in  fever  38 

Enteritis,  obfervations  on  31  f 


F. 


Falconar,  Mr  Magnus,  experimental  inquiries  141 

Fern  root,  its  ufe  in  the  cure  of  the  tenia  71 

Fever,  obfervations  on  1 1 

Fixed  air,  obfervations  on  1 70 

Fixed  air,  folvent  power  of  ,  442 

Foetus,  bones  of,  difcfiarged  by  flool  314 

Fowler,  Dr  Thomas,  differtation  on  the  treatment  of 
the  fmall-pox  407 

Fowler,  Mr  Thomas,  account  of  the  effects  of  the 

feeds  of  the  thorn  apple  161 

'  \v 

G. 


Gardner,  Mr  John,  hiflory  of  the  uncommon  prefen- 


ration  of  a  child  306 

Goofe-grafs,  its  ufe  in  cutaneous  difeafes  324 

Gout,  obfervations  concerning  372 

Gout,  cure  for,  among  the  Siberians  434 

Gravi- 


4-6S 


‘INDEX, 


Page 

Gravitation,  thoughts  concerning  75 

Guthrie,  Dr  Matthew,  account  of  the  medical  virtues 

of  the  Rhododendron.  434 

» 

H. 

Haemoptyfis  cured  by  Peruvian  bark  136 

Haller,  M.  Amad.  Letter  to  Dodlor  Simmons  on  the 
death  of  Do&cr  Haller  215 

Hepatitis,  obfervations  on  423 

Hernia  veficae  vaginalis,  obfervations  on  257 

Hernia,  obfervations  on  269 

Hewfon,  Mr  William,  experimental  inquiries,  part  3d  14 1 
Heyfham,  Dotf  or  J.  dilfertation  on  rabies  canina  42 

Hill,  Mr,  of  Ormfkirk,  his  remedy  for  the  bite  of  a 
mad  dog  49 

Homberg’s  fedative  fait,  dilfertation  on  376 

Hope,  Dottor  John,  delivers  the  iEfcuIapian  prize- 
medal  to  Mr  Darwin  52-* 

- - - - - -  monument  to  the  memory  of  Sir 

Charles  Linnaeus  ^28 

Hunter,  Mr  John,  propofols  for  the  recovery  of 
drowned  perfons  l2g 

Hydatides  difcharged  by  ftool 

Hydrocephalus  internus,  ufe  of  mercury  in  it  174 

Hydrocephalus  internus,  obfervations  on  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  4  j  ^ 


I, 


Jamaica,  height  of  the  barometer  at 


322 

Immoderate 


I 


INDEX. 


469 

Page 

Immoderate  flow  of  menfes,  obfervations  on  122 

Indication  of  cure  in  fever  26 

Indigenous  vegetables  fubftituted  with  fuccefs  for  ex¬ 
otics  294, 

Inflammation,  proximate  caufe  of  350 

Johnfon,  Mr  James,  obfervations  on  the  internal  ufe 
of  the  vitriolura  album  3H 

Johnfton,  Mr  Edward,  hiftory  of  a  cafe  of  obftinate 

u -  *  \ 

obflipatio  302 

Johnfton,  Do&or,  account  of  the  effe&s  of  a  violent 
fuppreflion  of  urine  437 

L. 

•  / 

• 

Leake,  Do&or  John,  medical  inftru£ltons  refpe&ing 
the  difeafes  peculiar  to  women  1 1 7 

Leopards’  bane,  German,  account  of  its  medical  vir¬ 
tues  233 

Lepra,  obfervations  on  26© 

Linnaeus,  Sir  Charles,  account  o^his  death  and  fu¬ 
neral  326 

Lymphatic  glands,  obfervations  on  their  ftru&ure  142 
Lungs,  recovery  after  a  wound  through  them  x8£ 

M. 

M‘Bride,  Do&or  David,  obfervations  on  the  cure  of 
the  angina  pe&oris  92 

Malignant  fevers,  obfervations  on  the  ufe  of  vomits 
jn  them  138 

Mania, 


IN  D  E  ?X. 


Page 


Mania,  cured  by  tartarus  tartarizatus  1 58 

Medical  Society  at  Copenhagen,  their  form  of  di¬ 
ploma  44 1 

Menftruai  flux,  obfervations  on  the  proximate  caufe 

of 

Menzies,  Archibald,  Efq;  account  of  106 

Mercury,  its  ufe  in  hydrocephalus  internus  177 

Mills,  Samuel  Gillam,  account  of  an  extraordinary 

tumour  43® 

Monro,  Do&or  George,  account  of  the  treatment  of 

the  bilious  remitting  fever  in  the  military  hofpitals 
atMartinico  254 

Monro,  Do&or  Donald,  letter  to,  on  the  inocula¬ 
tion  of  the  fmall-pox  245 

Monro,  Dodlor  Alexander,  cafe  communicated  to,  by 
Mr  Carmichael  79 


Nev.  M.  diflertatio  medica  1 55 

Nouffer,  Madam,  account  of  her  remedy  for  the  te¬ 
nia  7© 

-  '  ’  ’ 

O. 


1 


Obermayer,  Franc.  Anton,  de  fale  fedativa  fiomber- 


gii 

Obftipatio,  obftinate  cafe  of 
Obftru&ed  menfes,  cure  of 


376 

306 

121 

Ophthalmia 


INDEX. 


47* 


Page 

Ophthalmia  membranarum,  and  ophthalmia  tarli  359 

Ormfkirk  remedy  for  the  rabies  canina  49 

Qffification,  opinion  refpe&ing  the  method  in  which 
it  is  carried  on  100 

P* 

Paralyfis,  cured  by  the  arnica  montana  236 

Pharmacopoeia  Sueicae,  account  of  62 

Percival,  Do£or  Thomas,  obfervations  on  the  flowers 
of  zinc  166 

- —  ■ — —  on  fixed  air  1 70 

*  •  \  1  * 

-  - —  on  colic  1  s  72 

—  - — -  on  hydrocephalus  internus  1 74 

- _ _  account  of  the  earthquake  at  Manchefter  201 

Peruvian  bark,  its  ufe  in  fcarlatina  386 

Peruvian  bark  tree  of  Jamaica,  defeription  of  393; 

Pew,  Mr  Richard,  account  of  an  aftonifliing  recovery 

after  a  wound  through  the  lungs  j8S 

Pharmacopoeia  Edinburgenfis,  remarks  on,  by  Doc¬ 
tor  Baidinger  53 

Plenciz,  Mar.  Ant.  traftatus  de  fcarlatina  380 

Pneumonic  inflammation,  remarks  on  364 

Pra&ice  of  phvfic,  firfl  lines  of.  part  tft  9 

Pra.<5lice  of  phyfic,  firft  lines  of,  part  2d  349 

Proximate  canle  of  fever  n 

Purgatives,  obfervations  on  their  ufe  in  fever  34 

Queea 


Queen  bees,  the  manner  in  which  they  are  produced  393 
Quier,  Mr  John,  letters  on  inoculation  in  Jamaica  245 

R. 

.  -  1 

.  '■ - >  A  \  wJ  ■*  ••  — 

Rabies  canina,  differtation  on  4* 

Richterus,  Auguft.  Gottlieb,  de  herniis  differtatio  269 

Richterus,  Aug.  Gottleb.  de  catara&am  extrahendae 

method©  nova  2 74 

Rheumatifm,  cure  of  among  the  Siberians  434 

Rhododendron  cbryfanthemum,  medical  virtues  of  434 
Royal  Society  of  medicine  at  Paris,  the  form  of  di¬ 
ploma  43$ 

S. 

Sandifort,  Ooftor,  obfervations  on  the  hernia  veft- 
•  cae  vaginalis  257 

Scarlatina,  tra&atus  de  380 

Schillingii,  G.  C.  de  lepra  eommentationes  26® 

;  Schirrach,  Mr,  view  of  the  different  claffes  which 

conftitute  the  republic  of  bees  38$ 

Scot,  Do&or  William,  account  of  hydatides  difehar- 
ged  by  (tool  183 

- - - - - —  account  of  a  large  quantity 

^  of  blood  evacuated  by  ftool  43° 

Seton,  Mr  Chriftopher,  account  of  the  extirpation  of 

a  large  glandular  tumour  323 

Siberians-, 


I  N  D  E  X.  475 

Page 

Siberians,  their  method  of  curing  gout  and  rheuma- 

t 

tifm  434 

Sigault,  M.  account  of  his  having  fuccefsfully  di¬ 
vided  the  fymphyfis  pubis  to  facilitate  delivery  213 

Simmons,  Samuel  Foart,  M.  D.  on  the  treatment  of 
hydrocephalus  internus  415 

. - — - — -  his  accounted*  the  method  of 

•  '  treating  the  tenia  '  70 

• - letter  to,  on  the  death  of  Doc¬ 
tor  Haller  215 

Singultus,  cured  by  Peruvian  bark  15S 

Small-pox,  obfervations  on  the  inoculation  of  at 
Jamaica  245 

Smyth,  Dodor,  radical  cure  of  angina  pedoris  by 
%  >  iffues  and  alteratives  \  92 

Spafm,  its  influence  as  part  of  the  caufe  of  inflam-  * 
mation  354 

Smith,  Mr  John,  hiftory  of  the  bones  of  a  foetus  dif- 
charged  by  ftool  ^314 

Solvent  for  aliments  furnifhed  by  the  ftomach,  proof 
of  it  from  experiments  178 

Sternum,  fradurad,  hiftory  of  185 

Stevens,  Dodor  Edward,  differtation  on  digeftion  146 

Surgeons  of  Edinburgh  ereded  into  a  royal  college 
by  a  charter  from  the  crown  337 

Sudorifics,  obfervationson  their  ufe  in  fever  35 

Symphyfis  pubis,  divided  for  facilitating  delivery  213 

T.  ' 

Tenia,  account  of  the  method  of  treating  it  pradifed- 
at  Morat  in  Switzerland  7© 

Thorn 


474 


INDEX. 


Page 

Thorn  apple,  account  of  poifonous  effe<5ts  from  the 
feeds  of  it  v  i6t 

Thymus,  obfervations  on  its  ftru&ure  145 

Tumour  on  the  neck  of  a  child  prefenting  at  the  time 
of  birth  307 

U. 

A  .  , 

Ulcers,  treatife  on  the  theory  and  management  of  277 
Urinary  calculi  diflolved  by  fixed  air  442 

Vitriolum  album,  life  in  epilepfy  3 1  f 

'  1  W.  -  ' 

Warm  bathing,  obfervations  on  its  life  in  fevers  41 
Webfter,  Dodtor  Charles,  ledtures  on  difpenfary  pa¬ 
tients  222 

Weftphal,  Andrew,  delimitandis  laudibus  vomitorio- 
rum  ad  curandas  febres  malignas-  13S 

Willemot,  M.  effais  botaniques  et  pharmaceutiques  294 
Women,  medical  inftrudtions  refpedting  the  difeafes 
peculiar  to  them  it  f 

Wright,  Dodtor  William,  defcription  and  ufe  of  the 
cabbage-bark  tree  of  Jamaica  400 

- - defcription  of  the  Jefuits  bark- tree 

of  Jamaica  395 

\ 

. — - account  of  the  femarouba  2  r8 

— — — —  of  a  new  fpecies  of  Peruvian  bark  219 

z. 

Zinc,  flowers  of,  ufe  in  the  cure  of  a  convulfive  dif- 

1  .  -  •  ■  .  .  '  1 

order  84 


I 


>  >  •  . 

*  \ 

/ 


GENERAL  TABLE 


O  F 


CONTENTS 


FOR  THE 


Firft,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  and  Fifth  Volumes 
of  the  Medical  Commentaries. 


*•» 

I  ,J 

WE  have  now  brought  the  fifth  volume 
of  this  work  to  a  conclufion.  And, 
throughout  the  whole,  it  has  been  our  fo!e  aim 
to  prefent  our  readers  w  th  a  concife  view  of 
the  principal  difcoveries  and  improvements  in 
medicine,  which  have  been  made  for  feveral  years 
pad.  While,  therefore,  it  has  already  ferved  as 
Vol.  V,  No.  20.  I  i  i 
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a  means  of  giving  early  intelligence,  it  may  here¬ 
after  be  of  great  utility,  as  affording  a  compendi¬ 
ous  view  of  medical  inventions. 

As  thefe,  however,  are  now  extended  through 
five  volumes,  there  may  be  fome  difficulty,  not- 
withftanding  the  aid  of  an  index  to  each,  in  readi¬ 
ly  finding  particular  articles.  To  obviate  this 
difficulty,  the  prefent  table  of  contents  is  in¬ 
tended.  We  are  hopeful  that  it  will,  in  fome 
meafure,  render  the  produd  of  our  firft  luftrutn 
one  compleat  and  connected  work.  Even  to 
thofe  who  poffefs  extenfive  liberaries  of  modem 
publications,  thefe  volumes  may  yet  ferve  as  a 
convenient  and  ufeful  repofitory  of  medical  lite¬ 
rature,  while  ft  ill  greater  benefit  mu  ft  refult 
from  them  to  fueh  as  are  deprived  of  that  ad¬ 
vantage. 

But,  befides  articles  extraded  from  works  of 
merit,  this  colledion  is  now  enriched  with  many 
original  papers,  containing  information  highly 
interefting  in  the  pradice  of  phyfic  ;  and  not  a 
few  of  them  are  communications  from  men  whole 
names  are  of  the  firft  eminence  in  the  line  of 
medicine.  A  lift  of  thefe,  therefore,  cannot  fail 
to  be  highly  ufeful  in  facilitating  the  inquiry  of 
the  induftrious  praditioner. 
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To  render  this  general  index  dill  more  ufeful, 
we  have  alfo  added  an  alphabetical  lift  of  the 
moft  important  articles  contained  in  thofe  fedlions 
which  bear  the  title  of  Medical  News.  For,  al¬ 
though  fome  of  thefe  articles  ceafe  to  be  any 
longer  interefting,  yet  there  are  others  which 
contain  the  heft  accounts  yet  extant  of  ingenious 
opinions  fuggefted  by  men  of  the  firft  abilities. 
And  even  although  thefe  doctrines  fhould  after¬ 
wards  be  publifhed  at  greater  length,  yet  the  ac- 
count  given  in  this  work  will  ftill  ferve  to  afcer- 
tain  the  date  of  the  difcovery. 

Thefe  obfervations  will  fufficiently  explain  to 
our  readers  the  nature  and  defign  of  this  addi¬ 
tion  to  our  fifth  volume.  With  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  fixth  volume  we  fhall  beg’m  a  new 
feries  of  numbers.  And  we  flatter  ourfelves, 
that  the  continuance  of  unremitting  induftry 
will  merit  and  obtain  from  the  public  the  fame 

fuccefsful  reception  with  which  our  former  la- 

\ 

hours  have  been  rewarded. 


An 


OF  CONTENTS. 


479 
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Analyfis  is  given  in  the  firft,  fecond,  third, 
fourth,  and  fifth  volumes  of  the  Medical  Com¬ 
mentaries. 

JV.  B .  The  Roman  numbers  mark  the  volume ,  and 
the  Arabic  characters  mark  the  page . 

A. 

A  CREL,  J.  G.  Memoire  fur  les  Abfces  cri- 

JL%  tiques,  vol.  i.  p.  366. 

Ad anson,  M.  Examen  de  la  queftion  fi  les  e- 
fpeces  changent  parmi  les  plantes,  i.  398. 

Alix.  Math.  Franc.  Med.  et  Chir.  Doct. 
Obfervata  chirurgica,  iv.  420. 

Arvidson,  J.  Afzel.  Diflertatio  chemica  de 
acido  facchari,  iv.  254. 

Auzebi,  Pierre,  Traite  de  Podontalgie,  ou  l*on 
prefente  un  fyfteme  nouveau  fur  l’origin  et  la 
formation  des  dentes,  ii.  378. 

B. 

Bacher,  M.  Effefls  que  produiffent  les  pilules 
toniques  dans  Phydropfie,  ii.  163. 

BALDINGEKj' 


48o  GENERAL  TABLE 

Baldinger,  E.  G.  M.D.  et  P.  Pharmacopoeia 
Edinburgenfis  additamentis  auda,  vol.  v.  p.  5ji 

Beccarius,  Jacob.  Barthol.  Opufculum  de 
lade,  i.  1 61. 

Bell,  Benjamin,  A  treatife  on  the  theory  and 
management  of  ulcers,  v.  277. 

Bent,  Mr  James,  Account  of  a  woman  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  ufe  of  her  right  arm  after  the  head  of 
the  os  humeri  was  cut  away,  iv.  40. 

Bercheleman,  D.  J.  Prolapfum  uteri  incifio- 
ne  curatum,  ii.  43, 

Bergius,  Pet.  Jo.  Methodus  cremorem  tartari 
folubilem  redendi,  i.  243. 

Bertin,M.  Memoire  fur  les  enfans  qui  nailfent 
fans  un  veritable  anus,  iv.  164. 

Blagden,  Charles,  M,  D.  F.  R.  S.  Experi¬ 
ments  and  obfervations  on  a  heated  room, 
iv.  265. 

Bonifax,  M.  De  afthmate  inveterato  fcabie  fu« 
perveniente  (anato,  ii.  156, 

•  r  *' 

Bonnevault,  M.  Obfervation  d’un  fievre  pu¬ 
trid  e  vermineufe  epidemique,  ii.  152. 

Bordeu,  M.  De,  Traite  de  medecine  theorique 
et  pratique,  iii.  137. 

Boucher,  M.  Hydrophe  bilieufe  et  purulente 
guerie,  ii.  160. 

■  .  i 

Bouvet, 


OF  CONTENTS.  48  r 

„  _  <  .  n  p  m  >  ,  X 

Bouvet,  M.  Obfervations  fur  une  Pierre  de  la 
matrice,  Vol.  iii.  p*  58. 

Braunius,  J.  A.  Differ  tatio  phyfica  experimen- 
ta!is  de  calore  animalium,  i.  59.  ' 

Bromfield,  Mr  W illiam,  Chirurgical  obferva¬ 
tions  and  cafes,  i.  345. 

Brownrigg,  W illiam,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Con¬ 
tinuation  of  an  experimental  inquiry  concer¬ 
ning  the  nature  of  the  mineral  elaftic  fpirit  or 
air  contained  in  the  Pouhon  water  and  other 
acidulae,  iv.  43* 

Busch.  Phil.  D.  De  laefione  cranii  enormi  no- 
no  tandem  hebdomade  lethifera,  ii.  38. 

Butter,  William,  M.  D.  A  treatife  on  the 
kink-cough,  with  an  appendix  containing  an 
account  of  hemlock  and  its  preparations,  i» 

385- 


C. 

Cadet,  M.  Experiences  chemiques  fur  la  bile 
de  rhomme  et  des  animaux,  i.  63. 

— - — - Nouvelles  recherches  pour  fervir  a 

determiner  la  nature  de  la  bile,  i.  403. 

Cartheuser,  Fred.  August.  Obfervatio  de 
acido  falis  fedativi  boracis,  ii,  34, 


Clark, 


4S2  GENERAL  TABLE 


Clark,  John,  M.  D.  Obfervations  on  the  dif* 
eafes  in  long  voyages  to  hot  countries,  and 

particularly  on  thofe  which  prevail  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  Vol.  ii.  p.  9. 

Collin,  Hen.  Joseph.  M.  D.  Florum  arnicae 
montanae  vires,  v.  133. 

— - — * - De  cicutae  efficacia  an¬ 

nus  medicus  tertius,  iv.  291. 

Coste,  M.  Recueil  des  ouvres  phyfiques  et  me- 
decinales,  publies  par  M.  R.  Mead,  iv.  3 <58, 

■ - Effais  botaniques  chemiques  et 

pharmaceutiques,  v.  294. 

Crel.  F.  L.  M.  D.  Profeflor  of  chemiftry  at 
Brurifwick,  experiments  on  putrefaction,  i. 

I94- 

Cullen,  William,  M.  D.  et  P.  Firft  lines  of 
the  practice  of  phyfic,  Vol.  I.  Part  II.  v.  351. 

- - - __  Fir  ft  lines  of  the 

practice  of  phyfic,  v.  9. 

- - - - Letter  on  the  recovery 

of  perfons  drowned  and  feemingly  dead,  iii„ 

D. 

Darwin,  Erasmus,  M.  D.  Experiments  oh  a- 
nimal  fluids  in  an  exhaufted  receiver,  iv.  34. 

De- 


OF  CONTENTS.  483 

Debra w,  Mr  John,  Difcoveries  on  the  fex  of 
bees,  Vol.  v,  p.  388. 

De  Luc,  J.  A.  Account  of  a  new  hygrometer, 
ii.  398. 

- - - Recherches  fur  les  modifications 

de  Ratmofphere,  tom.  1.  i.  374. 

— — - -  Recherches  fur  les  modifications 

de  Ratmofphere,  tom.  2.  iii.  25. 

F. 

Fothergill,  John,  M.  D.  The  cafe  of  a  hy¬ 
drophobia,  iv.  179. 

Fougereux,  M.  Premier,  Memoire  fur  le  pe- 
trole  de  Parme,  iii.  1 53. 

- - - - * - — — - — ■— — -  Memoire  fur  des  in- 

fedtes  fur  iefquelles  on  trouve  des  plantes, 
i.  485.  • 

Fowler,  Thomas,  M.  D.  Differtatio  medica  de 
methodo  medendi  various,  v.  407. 

Gaber,  Jo.  Baptist,  De  humoribus  animali- 
bus  fpecimen  tertium,  i.  184. 

Galeatius,  Gusm.  Opufculum  de  cortice  Pe* 
ruviano,  i.  172. 

Garthshore,  Max.  M.  D.  Cafes  of  retro- 
verted  uterus,  iv.  173. 

Vol.  V.  No,  20,  K  k  k 


Glos- 


484  GENERAL  TABLE 

Gloster,  Archibald,  M.  D.  A  cafe  of  tetanus 
and  locked  jaw  cured  by  amazing  quantities 
of  opium,  Voi.  i.  p.  72. 

Gooch,  Benjamin,  Medical  and  chirurgical  ob« 
fervations,  ii.  365. 

Gregory,  John,  M.  D.  Elements  of  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  phyfic,  i.  115. 

.  H. 

Haen,  Antonius  De,  S.  C.  R.  A.  Majeftatis 
Conf.  et  archiat.  Ratio  medendi  continuata, 
pars  I.  i.  25. 

. — . - - — - Ratio  medendi  conti¬ 

nuata,  pars  II.  i.  35. 

Hallerberg,  Georg.  Differtatio  medica  de 

?  '  ... 

Dulcamara,  iii.  15. 

Haller,  Alb.  Von.  Bibliotheca  medicinae  et 

-  0  \  ~  •  •'  "■  - 

hiftoriae  naturalis,  i.  84. 

Hamilton,  Alexander,  Elements  of  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  midwifery,  iv.  61. 

Hanly,  P.  M.  D.  An  account  of  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  fleotamatous  tumour  in  the  abdomen  of 
a  woman,  i.  191. 

Hannes  Christ.  Rudolph.  Obfervatio  de 
diris  convulfionibus  baineo  frigido  fanatis,  i. 

MS 


Hart, 


OF  CONTENTS.  485 


Hart,  Jacobus,  Differtatio  medica  inauguralis 
de  zinco,  vol.  i.  p.  7 6. 

.  i 

Hendy,  Jacob,  M.  D.  Tentamen  phyfiologi- 

cum  de  fecretione  glandulari,  liu  63. 

Henry,  Thomas,  Experiments  and  obfervations 
on  the  following  fubje&s,  i.  On  the  prepara¬ 
tion,  calcination,  and  medicinal  ufes  of  mag- 
nefia  alba.  2.  On  the  folvent  qualities  of  cal¬ 
cined  magnefia,  &c.  i.  277. 

Hewson,  Willi  am,  F,  R.  S.  An  experimen- 
.  tal  inquiry  into  the  figure  and  composition  of 

the  red  particles  of  the  blood,  ii.  289. 

>  •  -* 

— - * - - - Experimental 

inquiries,  part  2d,  containing  a  defcription  of 
the  lymphatic  fyftetn,  iii.  32. 

«— <- — — - — — — - - — — - Experimental 

inquiries,  part  the  3d,  containing  a  defcription 
of  the  red  particles  of  the  blood  in  the  human 
fubjedl,  v.  141. 

EIeysham,  J.  M.  D.  Differtatio  de  rabie  canina, 

v-  43’ 

Hill,  James,  Cafes  in  furgery,  particularly 
of  cancers  and  diforders  of  the  head  from  ex- 

1 

ternal  violence,  with  obfervations  ;  to  which 
is  added  an  account  of  the  fibbens,  i.  12 6. 

Hulme* 


1 


4  26  GENERAL  TABLE 


Hulme,  Nathaniel,  M.  D.  Phyfician  in  ordi? 
nary  to  the  city  of  London  lying-in  hofpitai* 
and  to  the  general  difpenfary  tor  the  relief  of 

the  poor,  a  treatife  on  the  puerperal  fever, 
vol.  i.  p.  i  3. 

Hunter,  William,  M. D.  F.R.S.&c,  The 
anatomy  of  the  human  gravid  uterus,  iii.  227. 
Hunter,  John,  F.  R.  S.  An  account  of  certain 
receptacles  of  air  in  birds  which  communicate 
with  the  lungs,  iii,  53. 

— — ■— — — — — — - On  the  digeftion  of  the 

ftomach  after  death,  ii.  27. 

g  a  .  •  '  £  ■  of  *  v  v-f  -  •  »  .v.  .  v 

■— — ■— 1 — — - - — *  Propofals  for  the  re¬ 

covery  of  perfons  apparently  drowned,  v.  129. 

..r  {  *  .  .....  .  .  .  _  -  <  l-  ,i  -  « 

Hunter,  Johannes,  M.D.  Differtatio  medica 
quaedam  de  hominuih  varietatibus  exponens, 
iii.  367. 

b: 

Jackson,  Humphery,  Esq;  An  account  of  the 

*  ./ 

difcovery  of  the  manner  of  making  ifinglafs  in 
Ruflia,  ii.  284. 

K. 

Kirkland,  Thomas,  M.  D.  A  treatife  on  child¬ 
bed  fevers,  and  on  the  method  of  preventing 
them,  iii.  1 24. 


Koestlin, 


OF  CONTENTS.  487 

Koestlin,  Car.  Hen.  Diflertatio  phyfica  expe- 
rimentalis  de  effe&ibus  eledtricitatis  in  quae- 
dam  corpora  organica,  vol.  iv.  p.  131. 

L. 

^  t 

Lavater,  J.  C.  Fhynognomonical  fragments, 
intended  to  promote  philanthropy,  iv.  1 1. 
Lavoisier,  M.  Premier,  me  moire  fur  la  nature 
de  Peau,  ili.  158. 

« — - — —  Second  inemoire  fur  la  nature  de 

l’eau,  iii.  163. 

Leake,  John,  M.D.  Medical  inftructions  to¬ 
wards  the  prevention  and  cure  of  chronic,  or 
flow  difeafes,  peculiar  to  women,  v.  1 17. 

- - - - -  Practical  obfervations  ori 

the  child-bed  fever,  alfo  on  the  nature  and 

treatmemt  of  uterine  haemorrhagies,  &c.  i.  227. 

- 

Le  Febre,  G.  R.  Remede  eprouve  pour  gucrir 
radicalement  le  cancer,  iv.  54. 

Le  Roy,  M.  Reflexions  fur  les  areometres,  iii. 

•  35s- 

Lettsome,  J.  Coakley,  M.  D.  Reflections  on 
the  general  treatment  and  cure  of  fevers,  i. 

52* 

— — - - - - - - —  Medical  me- 

♦ 

moirs  of  the  general  difpenfary  in  London,  iii. 
280. 


LmcKius, 


483  GENERAL  TABLE 


Linckius,  Christ.  Ludovic.  Frid.  Therapia 
fcabiei  epidemicae  per  diurefin  nova  fecura, 
fecundum  naturae  mechanifmum  exa&e  ac- 
commodata,  et  per  experientiam  confirmata,, 
vol.  i.  p.  2 59. 

Lindhault,  J.  Memoire  fur  maux  gueries  par 
Feledricite,  i.  370. 


M. 

Macquer,  M.  Memoire  fur  un  moyen  de  dif- 
1  foudre  ia  refme  caoutchouc,  i.  293. 

Maclurg,  James,  M.D.  Experiments  on  the 
human  bi ;e,  and  refle&ions  on  the  biliary  fe- 
cretion,  with  an  introdu&ory  effay,  i.  150. 

Majault,  M.  Differtation  fur  l’operation  de 
la  fiftule  a  I’anus  pratiquee  avee  le  fil  de 
plomb,  iii.  6 1 . 

Meckel,  Joan.  Frideric.  Nova  experimenta 

1 

et  obfervationes  de  finibus  venarum  et  vafo- 
rum  lyrnphaticorum  in  ductus  vifceraque  ex- 
cretoria  corporis  humani  ejuidemque  ftructu- 
rae  militate,  i.  45. 

Medical  Transactions  publifhed  by  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Phyficians  in  London,  iii.  379* 

Menghins, 


OF  CONTENTS.  489 


Menghins,  Vincent.  Opufculum  de  aquarum 
vi  in  calculis  diffolvendis,  Vol.  i.  p.  165. 
Meza,  Sol.  Theoph.  De  ufu  noxio  et  falubri 
vdicantium,  iv.  300. 

Michel,  M.  Depot,  critique  au  foie  gueri  par 
Pouverture,  ii.  169. 

Monro,  George,  M.  D.  Account  of  the  treat- 

•  N  ’'  W 

ment  of  the  bilious  remitting  fever  in  the  mi¬ 
litary  hofpitals  at  Marti nico,  v.  254. 

Montin,  Lars,  DiiTertatio  hiftorico-medica  de 

J>  •  L  -  ; 

medicina  Laponum  Lulenfium,  iii.  272. 

* 

Morand,  M.  Recherches  fur  quelques  confor« 
mations  monftreufes  de  doigts  dans  Phomme, 

iii.  16  $. 

r  ■  i  '  ,  ,  ,  ...  ,  ■  M 

- - Recapitulation  des  baptemes,  ma¬ 
nages,  &c.  de  la  Ville  et  Faubourgs  de  Paris, 

iv.  160. 

Musgrave,  Samuel,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  An  effay 
on  the  nature  and  cure  of  the  worm  fever, 
iv.  283. 

— - - - - - - - — — —  Specula¬ 

tions  and  conjectures  on  the  qualities  of  the 
nerves,  iv.  374. 

Mu st el,  M.  New  obfervations  on  vegetation, 
ii.  280. 

Nairne,' 


49°  GENERAL  TABLE 

)  .  ' 

N. 

Nairne,  Ed  ward 3  Experiments  on  water  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  melted  ice  of  fea  water,  VoE 

iv,  275. 

Nebel,  Christ.  Ludovic,  De  femore  intror- 

1  \'  ■  . 

fum  luxato  ejufque  repofttione,  ii.  40. 

Nev.  Jo.  Fred.  Wil.  M.  D.  Differtatio  medi- 

&  V  •  ‘  *  ' 

ca  exhibens  obfervationes  medico-pradicas  et 

chirurgicas,  v.  155. 

.  \ 

Nooth,  John,  Mer.  M.  D.  Letter  onfome  im¬ 
provements  on  the  ekdrical  machine,  ii.  395. 
Normandie,  John  De,  M.  D*  An  analyfis  of 
the  chalybeat  waters  of  Briftol  in  Penfylva- 
nia,  i.  70. 

O. 

1  *  •  .  .  „ 

*  f  ■ 

Obermay£k,  Franc.  Ant.  Differtatio  experi- 
mentalis  chemica  de  fale  fedativa  Hombergii, 

v.  376. 

Odhelius,  J.  Memoire  far  Pillage  inedecinai 
du  Genet,  i.  378. 

- - — — —  Memoire  fur  Pufage  de  flramo* 

nium,  i.  368  * 

Oehme,  Caroli  Josephj,  Differtatio  de  morbis 
recens-natorum  chirurgicis,  iv,  391. 


Par- 


OF  CONTENTS, 


Parmentier,  M.  Memoire  far  les  vegetaux  qui 
pourroient  fuppleer  en  terns  de  difette  a  ceux 
que  l’on  employe  communement  a  la  nour- 
riture  des  homnies,  Vol.  ii.  p.  115. 

* - - —  Examen  chymique  des  Pommes 

de  terre,  ii.  347. 

Parr.  Barthol.  Diflertatio  medica  de  balneo, 
i.  297. 

Pearson,  G£or.  Difputatio  phyfica  deputredine 
animalibus  poll  mortem  fuperveniente,  ii.  140* 

Pennant,  Thomas,  Genera  of  birds,  i.  197# 

Percival,  Thomas,  M.D.F.R.  S.  and  S.  A. 
Eflays  medical  and  experimental  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fubje&s:  I.  On  the  columbo  root* 
II.  On  the  orchis  root,  &c.  i.  264. 

- - - -  Obfervationsand  ex¬ 
periments  on  the  poifon  of  lead,  ii.  239. 

___  1  * 

Pereboom,  Cornel.  M.  D,  De  paralyft  impri¬ 
mis  nervea  diflertatio,  iii.  9. 

Peyrilhe,  Bern.  Diflertatio  medica  de  cancro, 

iii.  388. 

Pharmacopoeia  Collegii  Regii  Medicorum 
Edinburgenfis,  ii.  410. 

Pharmacopoeia  Suecica,  v.  <5z« 

Vol.  V.  No.  20.  L  1  I  PiA. 

*  / 


492  GENERAL  TABLE 

Pi  a,  M.  Detail  des  fucces  de  Fetablifiement  que 
la  ville  de  Paris  a  fait  en  faveur  des  perfonnes 
ndyees,  Vok  ii.  p  38 6. 

Planchon,  M.  DiHertation  fur  la  fievre  miliare, 
ii.  227. 

Plancus,  Jan.  Epiftola  de  urina  veneta,  i.  168. 

Plencise,M.  Anton.  M.  D.  Tra&atus  de  fcar- 
latina,  v.  380. 

F'lenk,  Jos.  Jacob.  Sammlung  von  Beobach- 
tungen,  &c.  i.  e.  Chirurgical  obfervations,  ii. 
261. 

Portal,  M.  Remarques-  fur  la  ftru&ure  du  ca¬ 
nal  thoracique,  iii.  363, 

— - - —  Memoire  dans  lequel  on  demo-, 

netre  l’a&ion  du  poumon  fur  l’aorte,  pendant 
le  temps  de  la  refpiration,  i.  409. 

* — . * -  Obfervations  fur  les  effets  des  va» 

peurs  mephitiques,  iii.  245. 

* - - — -  Obfervations  fur  la  ftru&ure  des 

parties  de  la  generation  de  la  femme,  iii.  351. 

— — - - —  Obfervations  fur  la  fituation  des 

vifceres  du  bas  ventre  chez  les  enfans,  iv, 

152.  '  •  f-' 

Pott,  Percival,  F.  R.  S.  Chirurgical  obfer¬ 
vations  relative  to  the  cataraft,  &c.  iii.  343. 

Priestley,  Joseph,  L.  L.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Experi¬ 


ments 


OF  CONTENTS. 


m 

merits  and  obfervations  on  different  kinds  of  air, 
Vol.  iii.  p.  168. 

Priestley,  Joseph,  L.  L.  D.  F.  R„  S.  Obfer¬ 
vations  on  different  kinds  of  air,  ii.  126. 

Pringle,  Sir  J.  Bart.  A  difcourfe  upon  fome 
late  improvement  of  the  means  of  preferving 
the  health  of  mariners,  iv.  310. 

Pultney,  Richard,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Letter  on 
the  medicinal  effefts  of  the  oenanthe  crocata, 
ii.  31. 


Quier,  Mr  John,  Letters  on  the  fmall-pox, 
meafles,  and  inoculation,  v.  2-45. 

R. 

Raymond,  J.  Differtatio  exhibens  defcriptionem 
febrium  intermittentium  autumnalium,  iv.  140. 

Remmett,  Rob.  Buttler,  M.  D.  Differtatio 
medica  de  opii  ufu  in  *morbis  inflam  matoriis, 
ii.  19. 

Richard,  M.  De  dragees  ou  pilules  de  M. 
Reyfer,  ii.  170. 

Rueff.  Jo.  Casp.  De  hydropis  pectoris  cer- 
ta  et  incerta  diagnofi,  i.  248. 


Rich- 


^94  general  table 

,  ^ 

Richterus,  Aug.  Got.  M.  D.  et  P.  De  herniis 
diflertatio,  Vol.  v.  p.  269. 

- - - —  De  cata* 

raftae  extrahendae  methodo  nova,  v.  274. 

Rush,  Benjamin,  M.  D.  An  account  of  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  ftramonium  or  thorn-apple,  i.  74. 

— . — - — —  Inquiry  into  the  natu¬ 

ral  hiflory  of  medicine  among  the  Indians,  iii. 
263. 

- - - - - — - -  An  account  of  an  a  (th¬ 
in  a  from  an  uncommon  caufe,  iv.  198. 

-- — — ■— - — — —  Experiments  and  ob- 

fervations  on  the  mineral  waters  of  Philadel- 

C  ■  -  ( 

phia,  ii.  350. 

S. 

Sandifort,  Edv.  M.  D.  et  P.  De  hernia  vefi- 
cae  vaginali,  v.  257. 

Schillingius,  G.  C.  M.  D.  De  lepra commen- 
tationes,  v.  260. 

Schmucker,  Jo.  LEBR.Chirurgical  observations, 
iv.  424. 

Selle,  C.  G.  Rudimenta  pyretologiae  metho- 
dicae,  ii.  267. 

Simmons, 


I 


OF  CONTENTS, 


495 


Simmons,  Sam.  Foart,  M.  D.  An  account  of 
the  tenia  or  long  tape-worm,  Vol.  v.  p.  70. 

-  ,  ... - - - The  cafe  of  a 

patient  voiding  urine  through  a  fiftulous  fore 
in  the  loins,  iii.  51. 

Sims,  James,  M.  D.  Obfervations  on  epidemic 
diforders,  with  remarks  on  nervous  and  ma¬ 
lignant  fevers,  ii.  57. 

Societatis  medicae  Hafnienfis  colledtanea,  iv* 

4X3* 

Stolle,  Geor.  BALTHAS.Trigaobfervationum 
farco-hydroceles  rarae  magnitudinis  hiftorias 
exhibentium,  i.  25 1. 

Spallanzani,  Abat.  Del  azione  dc  cuore  ne 
vail  fanguigni,  i.  286. 

Stevens,  Edvardus,  Dilfertatio  phyfiologica 
inauguralis  de  alimentorum  codtione,  v.  14 6. 

Strack,  Carolus,  M.  D.  Obfervationes  medi- 
cinales  de  colica  Pidtonum,  i.  339. 

► - — — - De  rachiticorum  cu« 

ratione,  ii.  47. 

T. 

Tacconius,  Cajet.  Opufculum  de  rachitide, 
i.  178. 


Thomp* 


4f6  GENERAL  TABLE 

Thompson,  Thomas,  M.  D.  Medical  confulta- 
tions  on  various  difeafes,  Vo,(.  ii.  pt  49. 

Thompson,  Henry,  A  remarkable  cafe  of  the 
foftnefs  of  bones,  iv.  19 1. 

t- 

Thoughts  on  general  gravitation,  and  views 

> 

thence  arifing  as  to  the  ilate  of  the  univerfe, 
v.  75. 

Trillerus,  Dan.  Wtlh.  Exercitatio  patholo- 
gico-femiotica  de  vefpertina  morborum  exacer- 
batione,  ii.  2 56. 

r  %  •  ■  ■  ..  .  m.  .  ......  i 

V. 

Van  Doevern  Gualth,  M.  D,  Primae  lineae 
de  cognofcendis  mulieruin  morbis,  iv.  387. 


Walsh,  John,  Efq;  Letter  on  torpedo’s  found 
on  the  coaft  of  England,  iv.  49. 

-- - — — Of  the  ele&ric  property  of 

the  torpedo,  ii.  404. 

Wedenberq,  Apolph.  Frip.  M.  D.Differta- 
tio  rnedica  de  ftramonii  ufu  in  morbis  convul- 
fivisj  iii.  18. 


Westen* 


I 


49  7 


OF  CONTENTS. 

Westendorf,  Jo.  Christ.  Difiertatio  de  op¬ 
tima  acetum  concentratum  conficieadi  ratione, 
Vol.  iv.  p.  359. 

White  Charles,  F.  R.  S.  A  treatife  on  the 
management  of  pregnant  and  lying-in  women, 
and  the  means  of  curing,  but  more  efpecially 
preventing  the  principal  diforders  to  which 
they  are  liable,  i.  1 35. 

White,  William,  F.  R.  S.  Obfervations  on 
the  ufe  of  James’s  powder,  and  other  antimo- 
nial  preparations  in  fevers,  iii.  11 6. 

Wilson,  Alexander,  M.  D.  Profeffor  of  a- 
ftronomy  in  the  univerfity  of  Glafgow,  Obfer¬ 
vations  on  foiar  fpots,  iii.  46. 

Wintringham,  Clifton,  M.  D.  &c.  Richard! 
Mead  monita  et  praecepta  medica  permultis 
notationibus  et  obfervationibus  illuffrata,  ii. 
245- 

Withers,  Thomas,  M.  D»  Obfervations  on 
chronic  weaknefs,  iv.  399. 

Wright,  William,  M,  D.  F.  R.  S.  Descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  Jefuits  bark  tree  of  Jamaica  and 
the  Caribbees,  v.  395. 

— — - - - - - - - - Descrip¬ 

tion  and  ufe  of  the  cabbage  bark  tree  of  Ja¬ 
maica,  v,  400. 

THE 


1 


«  / 


'  / 


l 


f 


' 


I 


V 


/ 


THE  Titles  of  the  Original  Medical  Obser¬ 
vations  contained  in  the  Firft,  Second,  Third, 
Fourth,  and  Fifth  Volumes  of  the  Medical 
Commentaries,  arranged  in  Alphabetical  Order, 
according  to  the  names  of  thofe  who  have 
communicated  them. 


£ 


iken,  Mr  John,  Hiflory  of  a  fwelling  of 
the  arm  threatning  gangrene,  Vol.  ii, 


4X7' 


~ — - - - Hiflory  of  a  tumour  in  the 

abdomen  miftaken  for  a  fecond  child,  ii.  300. 

Alexander,  Dr  John,  Hiflory  of  the  difcharge 
of  water  from  the  uterus  during  pregnancy. 
Hi.  187. 

An  account  of  the  appearances  upon  the  diflec- 
tion  of  a  man  who  died  of  a  hydrothorax,  i. 


208. 


Anderson,  Mr  Thomas,  Hiflory  of  a  cafe  in 
which  pus  in  the  fcroturn  gave  the  appearance 
of  a  hernia,  ii.  433.  . 

- - — - - ■ —  1  wo  cafes  of  diflocations 

of  the  femur,  iii.  424. 

Vol.  V,  No.  20,  M  m  m  An- 


\ 


5oo  GENERAL  TABLE 


Anderson,  Mr  Thomas,  Account  of  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  enlargement  of  the  ftomach,|  Vol.  ii.  p* 
294. 

Anderson,  Mr  William,  Obfervations  on  the 
ufe  of  the  cabbage  tree  bark  as  an  anthelmin¬ 
tic  medicine,  iv.  84. 

Athill,  Samuel,  M.  D.  The  hiftory  of  a  dif- 
charge  of  blood  to  a  great  extent  by  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  the  paracentefis,  v.  1 8  x . 

B, 

Bacon,  Mr  John,  Hiftory  of  a  carcinomatous 
ulcer  cured  by  leeches,  ii.  296. 

Bathie,  Mr  Archibald,  Hiftory  of  a  cafe  of 
rabies  canina,  iii.  290. 

Bell,  Mr  Benjamin,  Hiftory  of  a  cafe  in  which 

«  ^ 

fome  of  the  vertebrae  were  found  diffolved, 
iii.  82. 

— - - —  An  account  of  an  epileptic 

cafe  relieved  by  flowers  of  zinc,  i.  204. 

Bell,  Dr  Thomas,  Hiftory  of  two  foetus’s  ex- 
traded  from  the  abdomen  by  incifron,  ii.  72. 

Borthwick,  Mr  George,  Account  of  the  ex¬ 
traction  of  a  catarad,  ii.  84. 

- The  hiftory  of  a  fradu- 

red  fternum,  v.  185* 

Brym- 


OF  CONTENTS# 


501 

Brymner,  Mr  Alexander,  Account  of  the 
happy  effects  of  a  feton  in  the  fide,  Vol.  iii# 
p.  422. 

Bullivant,  Mr  Daniel,  Cafe  of  violent  fpafms 
after  the  amputation  of  an  arm,  iv.  44 7 • 

C. 

Carmichael,  Mr  James,  Hiftory  of  a  puerpe¬ 
ral  affe&ion  terminating  in  a  difeharge  of  pus 
from  the  umbilicus,  iv.  445. 

— - — -  The  arm  of  a  child 

torn  off  by  a  miln  without  any  iucceeding 
hemorrhage,  v.  79.  \ 

Chalmer,  Mr  William,  A  cafe  of  incarcera¬ 
ted  hernia  cured,  i.  413. 

Clarke,  John,  M.  D.  Obfervations  on  the  he¬ 
patitis,  v.  423. 

Cochrane,  Mr  Thomas,  Account  of  the  ufe  of 
couhage,  ii.  82. 

- - — - - Obfervations  on  cold 

bathing  in  tetanus,  iii.  183. 

Cockson,  Mr  Thomas,  Account  of  a  fpe- 
cies  of  maggots  difeharged  from  the  uterus 
during  menhruation,  iii.  86. 

Deas, 


\ 


502 


GENERAL  TABLE 


Dea  se,  Mr  William,  On  the  extirpation  of  a 
cancerous  ulcer  in  the  lower  lip,  Vol.  v.  p.  299* 

— — — * — - — —  Obfervations  on  venereal 

warts,  iv.  335. 

De  La  Roche,  Dr  Daniel,  A  cafe  of  epilepfy, 
with  an  account  of  the  appearances  on  diffec* 
tion,  i.  200. 

D  obson,  Dr  Robert,  An  obflinate  ophthalmia 
cured  by  an  emetic,  iii.  41 1. 

Dugud,  Leslie,  Dr  Patrick,  A  convulfive 
diforder  treated  by  the  flowers  of  zinc,  v.  84. 

f  ^  .  t 

E. 

Eason,  Alexander,  M.  D.  Account  of  an 
imperforated  hymen,  ii.  171. 

*  - - - - — ■ —  An  account  of  the 

effe&s  of  lightening  in  the  difcuffing  a  tumour 
of  the  bread,  iv.  82. 

*  . . . . — ■ — - - - An  account  of  the 

effe&s  of  ele&ricity  in  removing  a  contra&ion 
of  the  fingers,  v.  83. 

F. 

FoTHERGiLt?  Anthont,  M.  D.  Account  of 

the 


OF  CONTENTS,  .503 

the  difcharge  of  wind  from  the  urethra,  Vob 

ii.  194. 

•  Fowler,  Thomas,  M.  D.  The  hiftory  of  two 
cafes  from  the  poifonous  effe&s  of  the  feeds  of 
the  thorn-apple,  v.  16 1. 

Fynney,  Mr,  Hiftory  of  an  imperforated  hymen, 

iii.  194. 

_ — - — —  An  account  of  the  extirpation  of 

a  polypous  excrefcence  from  the  uterus,  iv\ 


Gardner,  Mr  John,  Account  of  the  uncommon 
prefentation  of  a  child,  v.  306. 

Good  sir,  Mr  John,  Obfervations  concerning 
the  flowers  of  zinc,  i.  422,, 

Gordon,  Mr  Robert,  A  remarkable  cafe  of 
deafnefs  cured  by  falivation,  Vol.  iii.  p.  80. 

Grant,  Dr  William,  A  cafe  of  melancholia 
cured,  ii.  420. 

Graham,  Dr,  Account  of  the  effedfs  of  deadly 
night-fhade  externally  applied,  i.  419. 

H. 

Hall,  Dr  Isaac,  An  uncommon  tumour  on  the 
thigh  fuccefsfully  extirpated,  i.  89. 


Hews  on, 


504  GENERAL  TABLE 

Hewson,  Mr  William,  Account  of  the  red 
particles  of  the  blood,  Vol.  iii.  p.  87. 

Hill,  Mr  James,  ,An  anomalous  tumour  on  the 
eye-brow  extirpated,  iii,  313. 

— —  -  ■  - - Account  of  fmgular  appear¬ 

ances  from  affe&ions  of  the  liver,  2.  303, 

— ■  ■  - - An  account  of  the  difchargc 

1 

of  foeces,  mixed  with  the  urine,  from  the  ure¬ 
thra  of  a  woman,  ii.  192. 

— — - - - —  The  hiftory  of  a  large  prolap- 

fus  uteri,  accompanied  with  feveral  extraordi¬ 
nary  circumftances,  from  which  it  appears  that 
the  catamenia  flow  only  from  the  uterus,  and 
not  from  the  vagina,  iv.  88, 

L 

Johnson,  Mr  James,  Obfervations  on  the  ufe  of 
vitriolum  album  in  a  cafe  of  epilepfy,  v.  311. 

Johnstone,  Mr  Edward,  A  cafe  of  obftipatio 
depending  on  a  ftri&ure  of  the  re£tum,  v.  302. 

’  '  K, 

Kellie,  Mr  George,  An  account  of  the  para- 
centefis  of  the  thorax,  for  the  cure  of  an  em- 
phyfema,  Vol.  ii.  p.  427. 


L. 


OF  CONTENTS. 


5°S 


L. 

Leslie,  Mr  Charles,  Account  of  the  operation 

—  '  m 

for  the  aneurifm  on  the  femoral  artery,  Vol. 
ii.  17  6. 

M. 

Maclaggan,  Mr  John,  Account  of  a  worm  be¬ 
ing  difcharged  from  a  gangrenous  fore  in  the 
abdomen,  ii.  80. 

Maclagan,  Dr  Robert,  A  fra&ure  of  the  fkull 
with  the  lofs  of  part  of  the  fubftance  of  the 
brain,  cured,  i.  97. 

Maccormick,  Dr  Samuel,  A  remarkable  hi- 
floryof  an  imperforated  hymen,  ii.  p.  172. 
Manget,  Dr,  Cafes  on  different  fubjects,  Vol.  i. 

p.  317. 

Marcard,  Dr  Henry,  A  cafe  of  the  morbus  ni- 
ger,  &c.  iv.  203. 

Mills,  Mr  Samuel  Gillam,  An  account  of 
the  diffedion  of  an  extraordinary  tumour  a* 
rifmg  from  the  fifth  and  fixth  ribs,  v.  430. 
Moodie,  Dr  James,  hiftory  of  a  cafe  of  lock¬ 
ed  jaw,  which  terminated  favourably,  iii. 

3°4- 

O. 


jo<S  GENERAL  TABLE 


O. 

Odier,  Dr  Louis,  Obfervations  on  the  powers 
of  zinc  and  cuprum  ammoniacale,  Vol.iii.p, 


Percival,  Thomas,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Cafe  of 
angina  pedtoris,  iii.  180. 

• — - - - — - - — — ■ - On  the 

external  ufe  of  the  preparations  of  lead,  iii. 
199. 

— — - - - - — — — - - - « — Account 

of  an  extra-uterine  foetus  voided  by  ftool,  77* 
- - -  ■ — - — — * — - — — - - - — - — —  Cafes 

t 

of  putrid  fevers,  in  which  fixed  air  was  injected 
into  the  inteftines  with  advantage,  i.  306. 

- - — - - - — - MifceL 

laneous  practical  obfervations  on  the  flowers  of 

zinc,  fixed  air,  colic,  and  hydrocephalus  inter- 
nus,  v.  172. 

Pew,  Mr  Richard,  Account  of  an  aflonifhing 
recovery  after  a  wound  through  the  lungs, 
v.  i88» 


Saunders 


OF  CONTENTS* 


S°7 


S. 

Saunders,  Dr  James,  An  account  of  the  ef^ 
feds  of  eledricity  in  different  difeafes,  Voh 
iii.  p.  394. 

Scott,  William,  M.  D.  Violent  afthmatic  fits 
occafioned  by  the  effluvia  of  ipecacuanha,  iv* 
75-  '  ' 

— - — - — — .■  Singular  effeds  from 

a  wound  in  the  thigh,  iv.  332* 

— - * — * — - — —  Fatty  fubflances  voided 

by  ftool,  iv.  334. 

a - - - — - - — An  account  of  a  large 

quantity  of  blood  evacuated  by  ftool,  v.  428* 

- - - - — — - - —  The  hiftory  of  a  cafe 

in  which  obftinate  affedions  of  the  inteftines 
were  radically  cured  by  the  difcharge  of  a 
great  number  of  fubftances  refembling  hyda- 
tides  from  the  ufe  of  purgatives,  v.  183. 

\ 

Sh erwin,  IV] r  John,  A  cafe  of  the  pundure  of 
a  nerve  in  phlebotomy,  iv.  210. 

Sim  son,  Dr  Thomas,  The  cafe  of  a  woman 
who  fpit  up  from  her  lungs  a  great  quantity 
of  pure  bile,  i.  94* 

Simmons,  Samuel  Foart,  M.  D.  Singular  ef* 
Vql*  V*  No.  20*  Nna  feds 


S©8  GENERAL  TABLE 


fects  from  the  application  of  blue  vitriol,  Vof« 

iv.  p.  73. 

— . — . — - -Some  remarks 

on  the  treatment  of  hydrocephalus  internus, 

v.  415* 

1 

Smith,  Mr  John,  Account  of  convulfions  from 

'  -  .  1  1 

grief,  iii.  316. 

*■■■■■  The  bones  of  a  foetus  difchar- 

ged  by  ftool,  v.  3 14. 

Stark,  Mr  James,  a  remarkable  wound  in  the 
trachea  and  neighbouring  parts,  iv.  434. 

T. 

The  hiftory  of  a  fuppuration  in  the  brain  termi¬ 
nating  fatally,  ii.  164. 

W. 

White,  Mr  William,  Obfervations  on  the 

medical  virtues  of  lead,  iii.  72. 

- — — — -  A  cafe  of  hieranofos 

fuccefsfully  treated  by  the  flowers  of  zinc,  iv. 
326. 

Wright,  Dr  William,  Operation  on  a  tu¬ 
mour  in  the  rectum,  iii#  419, 


CON- 


I 


f  ' 


CONTENTS  of  the  Principal  Articles  in¬ 
cluded  under  the  Sections  of  Medical  News 


in  the  Firft,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  and  Fifth 
Volumes  of  the  Medical  Commentaries,  ar¬ 
ranged  in  Alphabetical  Order* 


A 


Bstract  of  the  termination  of  difeafes  i$ 


jljL  the  Royal  Infirmary  at  Edinburgh  for  ten 
years,  Voi.  iii.  p,  98* 

Albinus,  Bern.  Sigfr.  M.  D.  Ghara&er  of 
him,  ii.  87. 

American  philofophical  fociety,  eftablifliment  of, 
i.  105. 

Astruc,  Dr  John,  character  of  him,  i.  324* 

Austin,  Dr  Adam,  Account  of  his  death  and 
character,  ii.  99. 


B. 


Baker,  Sir  George,  Elected  a  member  of 
the  royal  fociety  of  medicine  at  Paris,  iv.  348. 
Black,  Dr  Joseph,  Account  fent  him  of  the 
method  of  curing  the  yaws  in  Grenada,  ii.  90. 


Blank, 


GENERAL  T  A  B  L  E 


J« 

Blane,  Mr,  Account  of  his  oration  at  laying 
the  foundation  {tone  of  a  hall  for  the  medical 
fociety  of  Edinburgh,  Vol.  iii.  p.  217. 

Bordeu,  M.  De,  Account  of  his  principal 
works  and  opinions,  v,  19 1, 

Brown,  Dr  George,  Account  of  the  efficacy  of 
four  kraut  in  the  prevention  and  cure  of  the 
fcurvy,  iv.  236. 

Bruce,  James,  Efq;  of  Kinnaird,  Account  of 
his  difcoveries  in  Numidia  and  Abyffinia,  iii. 
328. 

C. 

'Calculus  in  the  bladder,  diffolved  by  injedtions 
by  the  inhabitants  on  the  coaft  of  Arabia  Pe- 

trea,  iii.  333. 

Cathcart,  Lord,  Directions  publifhed  by  him 
for  the  recovery  of  perfons  apparently  drown¬ 
ed,  iii.  206. 

^  ,  i 

Clarke,  Dr  Thomas,  Account  of  the  barome- 

1  r 

.  ter  and  thermometer  in  Jamaica  during  the 
fummer  1777,  v.  321. 

_ , — — * - - —  appointed  fuperintendant  to 

a  botanical  garden  eftablifhed  in  the  ifland  of 
Jamaica,  iv.  351. 

Cleghorn^ 


I 


OF  CONTENTS.  5 if 

Cleghorn,  Dr  George,  ele&ed  a  member  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine  at  Paris,  Vol. 
iv.  p.  548. 

College  of  Physicians  of  Edinburgh,  Officers 
chofen  at  their  eie&ion  for  the  year  1774, 
ii.  100. 

Copland,  Mr,  Account  of  his  having  performed 
the  operation  for  the  trepan  on  the  occipital 
bone,  ii.  313. 

Cruick  shank,  Mr  William,  Account  of  the 
refult  of  his  inje&ions  of  the  kidney  and 
ureters,  i.  430. 

- - - _ - Account  of  a 

difeafe  of  the  joint,  arifing  from  a  fmall  loofe 
bone,  iv.  342. 

Cullen,  Dr  William,  Ele&ed  a  member  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine  at  Paris,  iv. 

348- 

- - - - — -  Lays  the  foundation 

(tone  of  a  hall  for  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
ficians  in  Edinburgh,  iii.  446. 

D. 

Daly,  Dr,  Obfervations  on  Dr  de  Haen’s  treatife 
de  miraculis,  v.  205. 


Darwin, 


GENERAL  TABLE 


'512 

Darwin,  Mr  Charles,  Obfervations  on  a  cri¬ 
terion  between  pus  and  mucus,  Vol.  v.  p.  3 29. 
, — - _ — - — — —  Account  of  his  death 

and  charafter,  v.  333. 

D  l  spews  ary  of  London,  Account  of  the  efta- 
biifhment  of  it,  ii.  95. 

- - -  of  Edinburgh,  Account  of  the 

eftabhfhment  of  iv.  3 56. 

* — ,  - -  of  Kelfo,  Account  of  the  efla« 

blifhment  of,  iv*  462. 

*  _ 1 — . — —  of  Newcaftle,  Account  of  the 

eftabiifhment  of,  iv.  463. 

Duncan,  Dr  Andrew,  Conclufion  to  his  clini¬ 
cal  le&ures  in  the  Royal  Infirmary  at  Edin¬ 
burgh,  iv.  101 . 

_ - - - - - Account  of  his  revival 

of  a  collegium  cafuale  at  Edinburgh,  iv.  355. 

*  _ . _ Elected  a  member  of 

the  American  Philofophical  Society,  ii.  326'. 

- - Elected  a  member  of 

the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine  at  Paris,  v.  43  8. 

- - - Elected  a  member  of 

the  Medical  Society  at  Copenhagen,  v.  440. 

- — - - — —  Account  of  his  lectures 

at  Edinburgh,  on  the  theory  and  practice  of 
'  medicine,  v.  453, 

Duncan, 


OF  CONTENTS. 


5*3 


Du  n can,  Dr  Andrew,  Account  of  his  lediures 
on  the  cafes  of  patients  fubjedted  to  chronical 
difeafes,  Vol.  v.  p.  454. 

- - - - - - - - On  the  pharmacopoeias 

of  the  colleges  of  phyfkians  of  London  and 
Edinburgh,  v.  454, 

E. 

,  r  i 

Emblin,  Mr,  Account  of  the  efficacy  of  goofe« 
grafs  in  cutaneous  affe&ions,  v.  324. 

F. 

Fermin,  Philip,  M,  D.  Account  of  the  balfam 
Racaciri,  and  bois  de  Coiffi,  ii.  31 5. 

Forthergill,  Dr  John,  Eleded  a  member  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine  at  Paris,  iv. 
348. 

Freer,  Mr  Robert,  Account  of  his  oration  at 
opening  the  hall  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
Edinburgh,  iv.  1 12. 

G. 

Gahn,  Dr  Henry,  Account  of  the  ufe  of  the 
vitriolic  acid  in  the  cure  of  the  itch,  1.  103. 

— - - - Account  of  difcoveries  re- 

fpecting  phofphoris,  iii.  514, 

Garden* 


4 


*  Jk 


/  • 


514  GENERAL  TABLE 

Garden,  Dr,  Account  of  the  ufe  of  tobacco- 
afhes  for  the  cure  of  dropfy,  iii.  330. 
Gilchrist,  Dr  John,  Account  of  his  death 
and  character,  ii.  433. 

Glass,  Dr  Thomas,  Elected  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Society  at  Paris,  Vol.  iv.  p.  348. 
Gregory,  Dr  John,  Account  of  his  death  and 
character,  i.  2 1 1. 

Gregory,  Dr  James,  Elected  profeflor  of  me¬ 
dicine  at  Edinburgh,  iv.  99 . 

GwTHRiE,Dr  Matthew,  Account  of  a  curious 
{tone  lately  found  in  Siberia,  iv.  240. 

— - - Account  of  the  vir¬ 

tues  of  the  Rhododendron  chryfanthemum,  v* 

434* 

'  V 

H. 

Haller,  Baron,  Elected  a  fellow  of  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Phyficians  of  Edinburgh,  i.  105. 
Hamilton,  Dr  James,  elected  phyfician  to  the 
Royal  Infirmary  at  Edinburgh,  iii.  447. 
Hamilton,  Dr  Robert,  Account  of  his  obfer- 
vations  refpecting  the  mumps,  i.  432. 
Haygarth,  Dr  John,  Difle&ion  of  a  cafe  of 
angina  pedoris,  ii.  95. 

— — 1 — - - — - — - Obfervations  on  the 

flowers  of  zinc,  iii.  2 1 2.  v 

Hewson, 


OF  CONTE  NT  S.-*  515 

\  I 

Hewson,  Mr  William,  Opinion  refpe&ing  the 
nature  and  formation  of  the  red  globules  of 
the  blood,  Vol.  i.  p.  99* 

_ _ _ . — - - — —  Account  of  fome  of  his 

difcoveries  by  means  of  inje&ions,  ii.  209. 

Hill,  Mr,  Account  of  his  opinion  refpechng  the 
afcent  of  water  and  other  fluids  into  the  air, 

r 

..  > 

11.  3  l  2» 

Hope,  Dr  j  ohn,  Ere£ts  a  monument  at  Edin¬ 
burgh  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Charles  Linnae¬ 
us,  v.  328. 

Hume,  David,  Efq,  Account  of  his  death,  iv. 
1 1 6. 

Hunter,  Dr  William,  Account  of  his  having 
found  a  conception  in  the  Fallopian  tube,  and 
of  the  ft  ate  of  the  uterus,  i.  429. 

— - — — — — - —  Opinions  refpe&ing  of- 

flfication,  v.  100, 

Hunter,  Mr  John,  Account  of  his  opinion  re- 
fpeding  the  exfoliation  of  bones,  floughing  of 
the  loiter  folids,  and  of  cauftics,  i.  424. 

■ - — - - — - —  Account  of  his  opinion 

refpe&ing  the  living  principle  of  the  blood,  ii. 
198. 

~ — - — - Account  of  his  opinion 

\  ol.  V.  bio.  20.  O  0  o  refpcfting 


5!  6  GFNERAL  TAB  L  E 

reipc&ing  fuppurations  in  the  arm  fucceeding 
blood  ictting,  Vol.  iii.  p.  430. 

0 

Bu inter,  IVJ r  John,  Account  of  his  opinior$ 
rejpeding  the  puerperal  fever,  iii.  322. 

- - — - - — - — — ,  His  opinion  refpe&ing 

the  inflammation  of  veins,  iii.  327. 


I. 


Innes*  Mr  John,  Account  of  a  preternatural 
cor  ftru&ion  of  the  organs  of  generation,  ii. 

- — *  . — — — —  Account  of  his  death  and  cha^ 
ratkr,  iv.  232. 

i.. 

J. 

Jackson,  Dr  Henry,  Account  of  two  piftol® 
bullets  taken  out  of  the  ftomach  of  a  man  up** 
on  diffeftion  after  death,  iv.  456. 

James,  Dr  Robert,  Account  of  his  death,  iv9 

1 16. 

Johnson,  Dr  Alexander,  Account  of  his  pro~ 

y 

pokl  of  efiabnflnng  a  fociety  at  London  for  the 
receveiy  of  perfons  apparently  drowned,  i9 

433* 

Johnstone,  Dr,  Account  of  ammoniacal  fait 

found 

,  f  .  .  i  N  w 


Si7 


OF  CONTENTS. 

found  on  the  fkiri  of  a  man  in  a  cafe  of  obftE 
nate  fupprdfion  of  urine,  Vol.  v.  p.  437* 

Ki 

Kerr,  Mr  James,  Account  of  the  preparation  of 

the  terra  japonica,  i.  326, 

_ _ _ _ His  defcription  of  the  couhage 

or  cow-itch j  ii.  202* 

L. 

Lind,  Dr  James,  eleded  a  member  of  the  royal 
fociety  of  medicine  at  Paris,  iv.  348. 

Linnaeus,  Sir  Charles,  Elected  a  fellow  of 
the  royal  college  of  phyficians  of  Edinburgh, 

i.  105. 

- _ -  ,  -  - - - - —  Account  of  his  death 

and  character,  v.  326. 

Livingston,  Dr  Thomas,  Account  of  a  Angu¬ 
lar  impoftor  detected  in  the  Infirmary  of  A- 
berdeen,  iv.  454. 

M; 

MacbridE,  Dr  David,  elected  a  member  of  the 

royal  focitty  of  medicine  at  Paris,  iv.  348. 

Mahon, 


5i8 


GENERAL  TABLE 

M  ahon,  Lord,  eleded  a  member  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  philofophical  fociety,  Vol.ii.  p.3 76. 

Marcard,  Dr  Henry,  Account  of  the  freezing 
of  quick-filver  at  Goettingen,  iv.  107. 

Menzies,  Archibald,  Efq;  Account  of  his 
death  and  character,  v.  106. 

Monro,  Dr  Donald,  Account  of  the  effe&s 
which  he  obferved  from  the  cabbage  tree  bark, 
ii.  96- 

More,  Samuel,  Efq;  Elected  a  member  of  the 
American  philofophical  fociety,  ii.  326. 

Morgagni,  Dr  John,  Account  of  his  death 
and  character,  iv.  94. 

N. 

Nouffer,  Madame,  Account  of  her  method  of 
curing  the  tenia  by  fern  powder,  iii,  438. 

Pa  rr,  Dr,  His  opinion  refpe&ing  a  cafe  of  an¬ 
gina  pe&oris,  iii.  213. 

Percival,  Dr,  His  account  of  the  Afylum  or 
Lock  Hofpital  at  Manchefter,  ii.  442. 

^  1 

— - — — - —  Account  of  his  obfervations  on 

the  ffate  of  population  in  Manchefter,  ii.  317. 

- Account  of  his  table  fhewing  the 

proportion  of  inhabitants  dying  annually  in 
different  places,  ii.  213. 


Per- 


OF  CONTENTS.  5x9 

Percival,  Dr,  Account  of  the  efficacy  of  the 
flowers  of  zinc,  Vol.  ii.  p.  309. 

>  -  - - —  Elected  a  member  of  the  royal 

fociery  of  medicine  at  Paris,  iv.  348. 

- —  Account  of  the  earthquake  at 

Manchefter,  v.  201. 

Priestley,  Dr,  Account  of  his  difcoveries  re- 
fpe&ing  phlogifton  and  the  ele&rical  fluid,  ii, 
21 1. 

Pringle,  Sir  John,  elected  .a  member  of  the 

royal  fociety  of  medicine  at  Paris,  iv.  348. 

* 

Pringle,  Andrew,  Efq;  Account  of  his  death 
and  character,  iii.  445. 

Quin,  Dr  Henry,  ele&ed  a  member  of  the  royal 
fociety  of  medicine  at  Paris,  iv.  348. 

R. 

,  V 

Rainey,  Dr,  Account  of  the  effects  obferved  at 
Dublin  from  the  combination  of  finall-pox  and 
nieafles,  iii.  443. 

Rush,  Dr  Benjamin,  His  account  of  the  fociety 
in  Philadelphia  for  inoculating  poor  children, 
iii.  105. 

Rush, 


523  GENERAL  TABLE 

:  .  *  s  t 

Rush,  Dr  Benjamin,  Account  of  the  fyrup  of 
the  cabbage  bark  tree  as  an  anthelmintic, 
Voli.  328. 

Rouelle,  Mr,  His  opinion  of  the  nature  of  the 
faline  part  of  the  blood,  iii.  214. 

Russel,  Mr  James,  Account  of  his  death  and 
character,  ii.  99. 

S. 

Saunders,  Dr  James,  Account  of  the  failure  of 
Mr  Hal’s  remedy  againft  canine  madneis,  iii. 

322* 

Schele,  Mr,  Account  of  his  opinions  refpecting 

cream  of  tartar,  i.  320. 

Sigault,  Mr,  Account  of  the  divifton  of  the 
bones  of  the  pubis  in  cafes  of  narrow  pelvis, 

v.  211. 

■**  , 

Simmons,  Dr,  Letter  on  the  death  of  Dr  Hak 

l 

ler,  v.  215. 

_ _ _ _ . _ Ek&ed  a  member  of  the  medical 

i 

fociety  of  Paris,  iv.  348. 

_  _ _ _ Account  of  the  treatment  of  bees 

by  the  Dominican  prior  at  Louvain,  iv.  350. 
Sm^th,  Dr,  Account  of  his  method  of  obtaining 

a  radical  cure  in  the  angina  pe&ons,  v.  92. 

St 


OF  CONTENTS-  521 

Stanhope,  Earl  op,  Elefted  a  member  of  the 

•  .  M  ^ 

American  philofophical  fociety,  Vol.  ii.  p.  326. 

Surgeons  of  Edinburgh  erected  into  a  royal 

college,  v.  336. 

/  '  •:  . 

w, 

Walsh,  Mr  John,  Obtains  the  prize-medal  from 
the  royal  fociety  of  London,  iii,  106. 
Webster,  Dr  Charles,  Account  of  his  lec¬ 
tures  on  the  cafes  of  patients  at  the  Edinburgh 
Difpenfary,  v.  221* 

Wintringham,  Sir  Clifton,  elected  a 
member  of  the  royal  fociety  of  medicine  at 
Paris,  iv,  348. 

Wright,  Dr  William,  Eie£ted  a  member  of 
the  American  philofophical  fociety,  ii.  326* 

- - — — — - — *  Account  of  fome  of 

-  *  .* 1  * 

his  botanical  difcoveries,  v.  218, 


